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BABYLON  THE  GREAT. 


CHAPTER  I. 

INTRODUCTION. 


London  !  opulent,  enlarged,  and  still 


Increasing  London.  Cowpek. 


The  literature  of  England,  of  Europe,  of  the 
world,  at  any  place  or  for  any  time,  contains  not  a 
page,  a  volume,  or  a  book,  so  mighty  in  import  or 
so  magnificent  in  explanation,  as  the  single  n^ord 
London.  That  is  the  talisman  which  opens  the 
book  of  Nature  and  of  Nations,  and  sets  before  the 
observer  the  men  of  all  countries  and  all  ages,  in 
respect  both  of  what  they  are  and  what  they  have 
done.  Whatever  is  profound  in  science,  sublime 
in  song,  exquisite  in  art,  skilful  in  manufacture, 
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daring  in  speculation^  determined  in  freedom,  rich 
in  possession,  comfortable  in  life,  magnificent  in 
style,  or  voluptuous  in  enjo3rment,  is  to  be  found 
within  the  precincts  of  that  great  Babylon;  and 
there  too  are  to  be  found  every  meanness,  every 
vice,  and  every  crime,  by  which  human-  nature  can 
be  debased  and  degraded. 

Elsewhere  one  may  contemplate  a  single  feature 
or  lineament  of  the  great  picture  of  man ;  but  here 
they  are  all  together  and  at  once  upon  the  canvass, 
singularly  blended  and  even  confounded  together, 
but  still  strong,  graphic,  and  perfect  in  all  their 
peculiarities.  The  direct  contemplation  of  this  vast 
picture  is,  perhaps,  too  great  a  labour  for  any  one 
man ;  and  the  details,  if  minutely  ^ven,  would  form 
a  work  from  the  perusal  of  which  the  most  vo- 
racious reader  would  turn  aside :  and  thisrefore  a 
sketch,  which  shall  exhibit  the  great  features,  phy- 
sical and  intellectual,  must,  with  however  light  and 
hasty  a  pencil  it  is  touched,  be  fraught  with  in* 
terest. 

London  may  be  considered,  not  merely  as  the 
capital  of  England  or  the  British  Empire,  but  as 
the  metropolis  of  the  world, — ^not  merely  as  the  seat 
of  a  Grovemment  which  extends  its  connexions  and 
exercises  its  influence  to  the  remotest  points  of 
the  earth's  surface — ^not  merely  as  it  contains  the 
wealth  and  the  machinery  by  which  the  freedom 
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and  the  slavery  of  nations  are  bought  and  sold — ^not 
merely  as  the  heart,  by  whose  pulses  the  tides  of 
intelligence,  activity,  and  commerce,  are  made  to 
circulate  throughout  every  land — ^not  merely  as  pos- 
sessing a  freedom  of  opnion,  and  a  hardihood  in 
the  expression  of  that  opinion,  unknown  to  every 
other  dty — ^not  merely  as  taking  the  lead  in  every 
informing  science,  and  in  every  useful  and  embeU 
lishing  art, — but  as  being  for^nost  and  without  a 
rival  in  every  means  of  aggrandisement  and  enjoy- 
ment, and  also  of  neglect  and  misery — of  every 
thing  that  can  render  life  sweet  and  man  happy,  or 
that  can  render  life  bitter  and  man  wretched. 

Considered  by  itself,  and  without  reference  to  the 
power  and  in€uence  of  that  Government  of  which 
it  is  the  chief  locality,  or  of  the  extended  rami- 
fications  of  those  people  of  which  it  forms  the  con- 
necting link,  it  is  a  great  nation  in  respect  of  the 
numbers  of  its  people,  and  a  mighty  one  when  their 
wealth,  their  intelligence,  their  concentration,  and 
the  prompt  and  immediate  use  to  which  all  of  th^si 
can  apply  their  talents,  are  taken  into  the  account. 
Within  a  circumference,  the  radius  of  which  does 
not  exceed  five  miles,  there  are  never  fewer  than  a 
million  and  a  half  of  human  beings ;  and  if  the 
great  bell  of  St.  Paul's  were  swung  to  the  full  pitch  of 
its  tocsin  sound,  more  ears  would  hear  it  than  could 
hear  the  loudest  roanng  of  Etna  or  Vesuvius, — 
b2 
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or,  indeed,  the  mightiest  elemental  crash  that  could 
happen  at  any  other  spot  upon  the  earth's  surface ; 
and  if  one  were  to  take  one's  station  in  the  ball  or 
the  upper  gallery  of  that  great  edifice,  the  wide 
horizon,  crowded  as  it  is  with  men  and  their  dwell- 
ings, would  form  a  panorama  of  industry  and  of 
life,  more  astonishing  than  could  be  gazed  upon 
from  any  other  point.  In  the  streets  immediately 
below  one,  the  congregated  multitude  of  men,  of 
animals,  and  of  machines,  diminished  as  they  are  by 
the  distance,  appear  like  streams  of  Uving  atoms 
reeling  to  and  fro ;  and,  as  they  are  lost  in  the 
vapoury  distances,  rendered  murky  by  the  smoke 
of  a  million  fires,  the  sublime  but  sad  thought  of 
the  clashing  and  careering  streams  of  life  hurrying 
to  and  losing  themselves  in  the  impervious  gloom 
of  eternity,  starts  across  the  mind.  Nor  is  the  con- 
templation of  the  marvels  of  man's  making,  which 
that  horizon  displays,  less  wonderful  than  the  mul- 
titudes and  the  movements  of  the  men  themselves. 
It  seems  as  if  the  wand  of  an  enchanter  had  been 
stretched  out,  or  the  fiat  of  a  creating  Divinity  had 
gone  forth  over  every  foot  of  the  land  and  of  the 
waters.  To-day  one  may  discover  a  line  of  hovels ; 
a  month  passes,  and  there  is  a  rank  of  palaces. 
Now,  the  eye  may  haply  light  upon  a  few  spots  of 
that  delicious  green  which  is  the  native  vesture  of 
Old  England ;  but,  ere  the  moon  has  exhibited  all 
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the  phases  of  her  brief  circle  of  change,  the  earth 
shall  have  been  moulded  into  abodes  for  the  ever- 
accumulating  multitude.  House  after  house,  pap- 
lace  after  palace,  street  after  street,  and  square  , 
after  square— it  stretches  on  and  on,  till  the  eye 
fails  in  catching  its  termination,  and  the  fancy 
easily  pictures  it  as  every  where  gliding  into  the 
infinitude  of  space. 

Throughout  this  mighty  mass  of  human  erection, 
a  fabric  more  gay,  durable,  and  commanding  than 
the  rest,  is  ever  and  anon  presenting  itself  to  the 
eye,  and  telling  to  the  mind  its  story  of  the  old,  or 
its  deed  of  the  present  time.  The  cumbrous  and 
gloomy  masses  of  the  Tower,  with  their  tarnished 
walls  and  their  mud-choked  ditch,  speak  alike  of 
crimes  that  have  been  perpetrated,  of  glories  that 
have  passed  away,  and  of  new  grandeurs  and  new 
usages  that  have  arisen.  ^  There,  the  once  gorgeous 
halls,  in  which  Sdngs  issued  their  mandates  and 
nobles  bowed  the  knee,  are  now  converted  into 
store-houses  for  those  warlike  instruments  which 
England  wields  with  such  power  and  success,  when 
justice,  or  vengeance,  or  pride,  or  folly,  or  any  of 
the  other  incentives  to  national  strife,  calls  her  to 
the  battle-field ;  in  those  vaults,  in  which  Royal 
captives  have  been  confined,  and  where  the  blood 
of  Kings  has  wetted  the  knife  of  the  assassin,  pieces 
of  ordnance  peacefully  cumber  the  floor,  or  the 
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walls  ring  with  neglected  bucklers,  and  cast-off 
cuirasses ;  and  those  courts  which  once  were  grand 
with  the  chivalry  of  England,  and  graced  with  all 
the  beauty  of  her  loftiest  dames,  are  now  abandoned 
to  the  loitering  yeotnan  or  the  soUtary  sentinel. 
Those  neighboiuing  streets  too,  in  which  once  stood 
the  choicest  abodes  of  the  gay  and  the  fashionable, 
are  now  ^ven  up  to  the  humblest  of  the  people. 
Every  where,  in  short,  in  and  about  this  ancient 
abode  of  Royal  state,  neglect  has  taken  place  of  ad- 
miration^ vulgar  industry  has  come  in  the  room  of 
Courtly  sport,  and  in  many  instances  squaloiir  has 
usurped  the  old  inheritance  of  splendour.  Even 
here,  however,  there  is  a  lesson  which  is  cheering 
as  well  as  moral :  the  place  where  plots  were  afore- 
time hatched,  as  well  against  the  safety  of  the  Kings 
of  England,  as  against  the  liberties  and  lives  of 
their  subjects — where  patriotism  has  been  immured 
from  the  ^ight  of  the  sun— and  where  blood  too 
pure  and  ardent  in  its  love  of  man  for  the  age  has 
been  spilt,  is  now  devoted  to  the  peaceful,  the  ex- 
hilarating, and  the  enriching  labours  of  commerce. 
Royalty  has  sped  westward ;  all  that  is  called  far- 
shionable  in  life  has  followed ;  but  old  Father  Thames 
still  sweeps  along  by  the  Tower,  and  the  burden  of 
his  every  wave  is  provision  to  a  thousand  of  the 
human  race.  The  great  may  shift  their  places  of 
abode,  and  alter  the  forms  of  their  observances ; 
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but  wlierever  nature  places  the  grand  elements  of 
utility,  thither  will  mankind  throng  and  prosper. 

In  another  place,  the  bustUng  square  of  the 
Exchange  opens  its  four-fold  gates,  and  admits  to 
its  wide  area,  or  its  spacious  piazzas,  the  enterpris- 
ing  of  every  nation  in  the  world.  Here  the  Jew 
and  the  Christian,  the  Mahometan  and  the  Eaffire, 
the  dweller  amid  Lapland  snows,  and  he  upon 
whose  infiincy  the  sun  darted  his  hottest  per- 
pendicular ray— the  olive  man  of  the  East,  the  red 
man  of  the  West,  the  black  man  of  the  South,  and 
the  white  man  of  the  North — all  mingle  in  mutual 
intercourse,  and  rack  their  inventions  and  their 
powers  as  to  who  shall  derive  the  chief  advantage. 
Here  is  an  epitome  of  all  the  nations  of  the  world, 
and  of  all  the  passions  of  man.  Eagerness  sparkles 
in  every  eye — cunning  grins  on  every  lip,  and  every 
screwed  and  anxious  form  seems  to  proclaim,  that  if 
the  owner  is  not  to  over-reach  all  the  rest,  the  fault 
will  be  none  of  his.  The  figure  of  the  gilded  grass- 
hopper, which  floats  over  the  whole,  is  no  bad  em- 
blem of  the  disparity  that  there  is  between  the 
studiedly  sober  and  suave  faces  of  the  traffickers, 
and  the  deep  and  cunning  machinery  which  is  at 
work  within.  The  emblem  speaks  of  mere  sport, 
song,  and  frisking  in  the  summer  sun ;  but  that  over 
which  it  rises  is  the  counciLchamber  of  Plutus, — 
the  place  where  ib^e  is  no  god  but  money,  and 
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no  enjoyment  but  in  the  adding  of  one  gain  to 

another. 

Not  far  from  this  again, 
'^  — -  London's  Column^  pointing  to  the  skies^ 
Like  a  tall  bully^  lifts  its  head^  and  lies ;" 

and  also  tells  the  truth, — tells  that  the  most  de« 
structive  conflagration  that  ever  gave  to  a  city  the 
means  of  improvement,  after  that  city  had  been 
built  to  a  great  extent,  thronged  with  people,  and 
abundant  in  wealth,  produced  no  improvement  at 
all ;  but  that  new  city  was  made  more  gloomy  and 
chearless  than  the  old,  inasmuch  as  the  buildings 
were  made  higher,  while  the  streets  were  not  in- 
creased in  breadth.  It  tells  another,  though  a 
minor  truth :  it  points  out  that  one  of  the  noblest 
specimens  of  merely  ornamental  architecture,  is 
placed  where  it  can  ornament  nothing,  and  where 
it  is  itself  disgraced  ;  for  what  congruity  is  there 
between  a  Doric  column  and  a  dealer  in  sailors^ 
jackets,  or  between  a  sculptured  base  and  u  chan- 
dler's shop.?  Architectural  ornaments,  Uke  the 
ornaments  of  dress,  are  seemly  only  when  they  are 
in  their  proper  places  ;  and  this  column  standing 
in  Monument  Yard^  is  in  about  as  good  taste  and 
keeping,  as  a  brilfiant  star  would  be  upon  the  frock 
of  a  worker  among  "  black  diamonds.*" 

Westward,  high  above  all  the  neighbouring  build- 
ings in  grandeur  as  well  as  fame,  rises  the  Abbey 
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of  St.  Peter's,  Westminster  ;  the  solid  majesty  of 
whose  massy  walls  and  heavy  towers  would  impart 
to  it  a  high  degree  of  interest,  even  though  the 
sight  of  it  awoke  no  contemplation.  But  to  this 
place,  or  to  its  immediate  vicinity,  the  most  intense 
excitement  of  every  Englishman  is  directed.  Hard 
by  are  the  Courts  of  Law  and  the  High  Courts  of 
Parliament,  for  the  regulation  of  the  private  and 
public  affairs  of  the  kingdom.  It  is  there  that  deci- 
sions affecting  the  fortunes  of  men  and  the  fate  of 
nations,  are  pronounced;  and  thence  the  inhabitants 
of  London,  of  England,  and  of  the  world,  derive 
the  most  exciting  topics  of  their  conversation.  Nor 
can  a  Briton,  or  even  a  stranger,  look  towards  the 
Abbey  itself  without  a  mixture  of  excitements, 
among  which  majesty,  and  melancholy,  and  exulta^ 
tion,  are  singularly  blended.  It  is  true,  that  the 
Abbey  has  ceased  to  be  the  depository  of  those 
mummeries,  which  constituted  its  chief  interest 
during  dark,  ignorant,  and  monkish  times.  It  is 
true,  that  the  modem  visitor  would  look  in  vain  tor 
that  lacte  Virginis^  which  retiuned  its  freshness  and 
fluidity  during  ten  centuries  and  a  half,— it  is  true, 
that  the  blade-bone  of  St.  Benedict,  the  finger  erf 
St.  Alphage,  the  head  of  St.  Maxilla,  and  half  the 
jaw-bone  of  St.  Anastasia,  have  gone  to  a  place 
with  less  monument  or  memorial  than  the  "  tomb  of 
all  the  Capulets  ;"  but  still  there  are  relics  there, — 
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relics  which  will  last  and  be  revered  while  England 
is  England^  and  while  genius  is  dear  to  man.  It 
is  true,  that  not  many  of  the  perishable  ashes  of 
the  illustrious  dead  are  here  gathered  together  as 
in  a  common  charnel-house, — ^it  is  true,  that  here 
there  can  be  Uttle  of  the  idle  foolery  of  garnishing 
monuments,  or  watering  graves,  by  those  who  will 
not  emulate  the  deeds  of  them  whose  remains  are 
within ;  but  it  is  true,  there  here  are  to  be  found, 
as  it  were,  the  disembodied,  intellectual,  and  im- 
mortal remains  of  some  of  England^s  most  exalted 
sons.  No  doubt  those  master-spirits  are  mingled 
with  others,  of  whom  all  but  the  chiselled  stones 
and  presumptuous  inscriptions  have  perished ;  and 
who,  to  a  careless  observer,  seem  strangely  out  of 
place  among  the  illustrious :  but  there  is  one  ad- 
vantage even  here — a  moral  justice  and  retribu- 
tion, which  terribly  degrade  presumption,  and  as 
proudly  elevate  worth: — ^there  is  that  force  of 
contrast,  which  says  to  him  whose  talents  or 
whose  virtues  will  not  preserve,  that  not  all  the 
blandishments  of  rank,  not  all  the  bounties  of 
fortune,  not  all  the  adulation  of  flatterers,  and 
not  all  the  solicitude  of  friends,  can  preserve  the 
memory  of  him,  who  has  not,  by  the  skill  of  his 
own  head,  or  the  strength  of  his  own  arm, 
written  his  own  epitaph  elsewhere  than  in  the 
most  magnificent  "  place  of  skulls^  that  ever  was 
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consecrated  and  kept  sacred.  Many  temporary 
and  local  circumstances  may  tend  to  bring  within 
such  a  place  those  who  should  not  be  there,  and 
to  exclude  those  who  should;  but  Time,  who 
levels  all  the  merely  mortal  distinctions  of  men, 
corrects  and  renders  conspicuous  all  those  which 
are  mental. 

From  Westminster  the  eye  glides  imperceptibly 
toward  the  present  dwellings  of  Royalty ;  and  as 
it  does  so,  the  fancy  steals  back  to  moralize  upon 
the  Tower ;  and  a  lesson  of  humility,  as  painful  as 
it  is  profitable,  makes  one  sicken  of  this  view,  and 
look  for  objects  which,  along  with  less  of  majesty, 
have  less  of  melancholy.  But  throughout  the 
whole  extent  there  are  so  many  objects  of  inte- 
rest, the  tales  which  they  tell  are  so  numerous, 
and  the  lessons  which  they  teach  so  fraught  with 
reflection,  that  he  who  would  contemplate  the  mo- 
ral panc^ama  even  of  external  London,  would  re- 
quire to  devote  days  and  months  to  the  study.  The 
casual  observer  looks  this  way  and  that,  utters  an 
exclamation  or  two  at  the  vastness  of  what  he  sees, 
descends,  returns  to  his  home,  and  the  chief  im- 
pression that  remains  on  his  mind  is, — ^that  he  has 
been  upon  the  top  of  St.  Paul's. 

But  still,  if  the  love  of  moralizing,  or  even  the 
common  reflection  of  man,  shall  happen  to  come 
upon  liim  who  stands  upon  this  airy  height,  and 
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Views  the  magnificence,  the  bustle^  and  the  confu- 
sion of  the  great  Babylon  beneath  and  around  him, 
th^e  is  one  subject  that  he  cannot  easily  overlook; 
and  that  is, — Where  have  gone  those  countless 
multitudes,  which,  during  hundreds  of  years,  and, 
for  aught  that  history  tells  to  the  contrary,  during 
hundreds  of  ages,  succeeded  one  another  in  this 
most  wonderful  of  cities?  He  will  look  to  the 
places  of  their  residence, — ^little  lowly  spots  of  dull 
earth,  scattered  here  and  there,  and  deformed  by 
a  few  crumbling  stones,  the  inscriptions  upon 
which  men  are  forgetting,  or  have  forgotten ;  and 
he  will  remark  the  vast  diflference  that  there  is 
between  the  stir  and  bustle  and  pretence  of  one 
generation  of  living  men,  and  the  stilly  silence  and 
unobtruding  humility  of  a  thousand  generations 
that  are  now  in  the  dust.  He  will  think  of  the 
atoms  of  once-animated  clay,  that  must  be  scattered 
through  and  mingled  with  every  thing  in  such  a 
place :  and  he  cannot  refrain  from  imagining  that 
the  present  inhabitants  of  London  trample  upon 
the  bodies  of  their  ancestors  in  the  streets,  and 
tenant  them  in  the  houses.  When  the  merchant 
trudges  through  the  mire  from  his  warehouse  to 
his  banker's,  or  from  his  counting-house  to  'Change, 
one  component  part  of  the  mire  that  cleaves  to  his 
boots  may  be  the  substance  of  a  merchant  of  the 
olden  time,  who  was  as  keen  in  the  pursuit,  and  as 
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comfortaUe  in  the  enjoyment  of  wealth  as  himself. 
The  foot  of  the  barrister,  as  he  runs  from  Court 
to  Court,  may  fall  upon  part  of  the  tongue  of  him 
after  whom  he  copies  his  eloquence — ^the  chariot- 
wheel  of  the  peer  may  roll  over  the  head  of  the 
peer  who  preceded  him — ^the  mud  which  soils  the 
sUpper  of  the  present  beauty,  may  have  bloomed 
in  the  cheek  of  one  as  fair  and  as  fascinating — 
and  the  walls  of  the  apartment  where  aldermen 
dine,  may  be  plastered  with  those  who  in  their 
time  dined  as  copiously  and  with  as  fond  a  zest. 
The  train  of  speculation  which  this  single  thought 
opens  up,  runs  into  channels  into  which  feeling  will 
not  look,  and  which  fancy  fears  to  imagine ;  and 
London  seems  as  wonderful  in  the  multitudes 
which  it  has  lost,  as  in  those  which  it  displays  in 
every  shade  of  station,  of  conduct,  and  of  character. 
The  most  distinguishing  circumstance  about 
London,  and  the  one  in  which  it  differs  A*om 
every  other  place,  is  the  universaUty  of  its  cha- 
racter. In  its  confusion  of  tongues,  of  people,  and 
of  employments,  it  is  Babylon ;  and  in  all  its  at- 
tributes it  is  ^^Babylon  the  Great.'"  Those  who 
substitute  names  for  ideas,  and  try  to  conceal  in  a 
sound  their  ignorance  of  a  subject,  say  that  it  is 
inhabitefd  by  one  race  of  people,  whom  they  are 
pleased  to  denominate  "  Cockneys,"  and  who  have 
all  the  same  habits,  peculiarities,  and  tastes,  and 
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all  speak  the  same  language.  But,  who  are  they 
to  whom  this  name  is  ^ven  ?  Are  they  EngUsli- 
men,  are  they  Scotsmen,  are  they  Irishmen,  or  are 
they  foreigners  ?  What  is  their  rank  in  life  ?  Are 
they  labourers,  or  artisans,  or  artists,  or  authors, 
or  philosophers,  or  merchants,  or  nobles,  or  kings  ? 
Do  they  crowd  together  in  narrow  lanes  and  blind 
alleys,  or  have  they  their  abodes  in  sumptuous 
palaces  ?  Do  they  plunge  into  every  vice  that  can 
degrade  the  human  character,  or  do  they  practise 
every  virtue  by  which  that  character  can  be 
adorned  ? — They  must  be,  and  they  must  do,  all 
these;  for  all  these,  in  more  shades  of. difference 
than  can  be  enumerated,  go  to  swell  the  confusion 
of  Babylon  the  Great. 

Their  language  again, — ^is  it  the  corrupt  jargcm 
of  the  mob,  the  slang  of  blackguards,  the  sense  of 
men,  or  the  simpering  of  fops  ? — Is  it  English  with 
tiie  accent  of  Wapping,  of  Spitalfields,  or  of  the 
West  End  of  the  Town? — Is  it  English  with  a  pro- 
vincial accent,  with  a  foreign  accent,  or  with  that 
want  of  all  peculiarity  which  distinguishes  well- 
educated  and  well-bred  persons  in  every  place;  or 
is  it  the  English  language  at  all  ?  And  as  for  the 
taste,— whether  is  it  that  which  characterises  Bose- 
mary  Lane  or  New  Bond  Street, — ^that  which 
shapes  half  a  rood  of  ground  into  zodiacs  before  a 
tradesman's  box,  or  cherishes  groves  of  beautiful 
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exotics,  or  forests  of  spreading  trees,  in  the  noble 
demesnes  of  the  rich  and  the  elegant  ? 

The  truth  is,  that  it  is  not  any  one  of  these ;  it 
is  the  whole  of  them  united:  and  when  any  one 
ventures  to  describe  London  by  a  limited  range  o{ 
circumstances,  he  merely  describes  that  by  the  ab- 
straction of  which  London  would  scarcely  be  dimi- 
nished. When,  again,  one  asks  for  a  character  of 
London,  it  is  necessary  to  ask,  ^^  Which  London 
do  you  mean?"  For  if  the  characters  be  taken 
from  the  appearance  of  the  town,  or  the  manners 
and  employments  of  the  people,  then  there  are  many 
Londons.  ,  If  the  banks  of  the  Thames  below  Lon- 
don Bridge^  with  a  considerable  number  of  tlie 
proximate  streets  on  both  sides  of  the  River,  are  to 
be  considered  as  London, — then  London  is  a  sea- 
port town,  very  remarkable  for  its  activity  and  its 
ugliness;  and  the  people  who  are  found  there 
partake  of  nearly  the  same  character,  and  follow 
nearly  the  same  occupations,  as  those  who  inhabit 
similar  places  any  where  throughout  the  island. 
Or,  if  there  be  any  thing  peculiar  to  this  maritime 
divisicm  of  the  Metropolis,  it  is  that  it  has  a  more 
Babylonish  character,  from  the  greater  throng  of 
foreigners,  and  the  greater  admixture  of  foreign 
languages. — If  the  banks  of  the  River  above  the 
Bridge,  and  especially  that  on  the  Surrey  nde^  be 
taken,  then  Londcm  is  a  place  of  smdcing  furnaces. 
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dinsome  engines,  and  great  manufactories  :  if  Spi- 
talfields  and  Moorfields  be  taken,  London  is  a  ma- 
nufacturing town,  having  all  the  activity,  and  much 
of  the  leanness  and  misery,  that  characterises  such 
places  :  if  Doctors^  Commons,  then  one  might 
imagine  that  the  whole  business  of  life  were  mar- 
riage and  divorce :  if  the  estimate  be  taken  from 
that  extensive  range  of  Courts  and  Chambers,  which 
stretches  from  the  Temple  Terrace  to  Gray's  Inn 
Lane,  then  London  is  an  accumulation  of  Lawyers, 
and  the  fictions  and  fightings  of  John  Doe  and 
Richard  Roe,  are  employment,  food,  and  clothing. 
Then  come  the  Hundreds  of  Drury,  the  flowers 
of  Covent  Garden,  and  the  promised  land  of  St. 
GiWs;  and  if  the  character  of  London  were  to 
be  taken  from  these,  it  would  be  various  and  vaga- 
bond— Babel,  in  the  loudness  and  incomprehensi- 
bility of  its  din, — ^but  not  Babylon  in  any  of  the 
attributes  of  real  grandeur.  London,  sketched 
after  Pall-Mali,  St.  James's,  and  St.  James's 
Square,  would  be  the  combined  abode  of  royalty 
and  of  ruin — ^the  dwelling  of  monarchs  and  the  lo- 
cality of  *^  Hells ;"  and  if  one  were  to  speak  of  it 
from  the  ample  streets  and  squares  which  are 
marked  off  by  Piccadilly  on  the  South,  and  Regent 
Street  on  the  East,  then  London  would  be  the 
chosen  and  exclusive  resort  of  genteel  society. 
Thus,  in  its  topographical  distribution,  London 
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k  any  thing  which  you  choose  to  call  it ;  and  if 
you  would  mention  the  description  or  employment 
of  the  people  among  whom  you  would  wish  to  live, 
one  could  lay  one's  finger  upon  the  map  and  say, 
"  There  shall  be  your  residence  ;"  for  among  the 
ten  thousand  squares  and  streets,  and  lanes  and 
courts,  which  lodge  its  varied  inhabitants^  it  is  im- 
possible not  to  find  one  where  your  neighbours 
shall  be  your  equals, — similar  in  employments,  in 
habits,  and  in  tastes,  and  marked  by  the  same 
graces  or  by  the  same  deformities.  Be  you  ever  so 
elegant,  you  are  sure  to  be  equalled,  if  not  eclipsed; 
be  you  ever  so  low,  so  debauched  or  dissipated, 
you  will  find  others  who  can  plunge  as  deep  and 
become  as  foul  as  yourself.  If  you  love  social 
gaiety,  all  the  elements  of  enjoyment  are  within 
your  reach ;  and  if  you  love  retirement,  you  may 
be  as  recluse  and  solitary  as  though  you  were  in 
a  desert.  Notwithstanding  the  crowds  by  whom 
you  must  every  day  be  elbowed,  you  may  pass 
through  them  as  unheeded  as  you  would  be  by 
the  trees  of  a  forest  or  the  billows  of  the  ocean ; 
and  though  in  one  vigorous  day's  journey  you 
might  encompass  nearly  fifteen  hundred  thousand 
human  beings,  yet  it  might  be  possible  for  you  to 
spend  your  whole  life  among  them  without  any  of 
them  so  much  as  asking  your  name.  When  you 
VOL.  I.  c 
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meet  a  human  face  in  a  solitary  wild  or  a  secluded 
village,  it  becomes  to  you  an  object  of  interest ; 
it  possesses  all  the  charms  of  rarity,  and  the  social 
principle  within  you,  which  makes  your  fondest 
thoughts  turn  toward  your  fellows,  prompts  you 
to  know  the  name,  scan  the  history,  and  cultivate 
the  acquaintance,  of  whomsoever  you  meet.  But, 
in  the  crowds  of  London,  individual  man  is  lost  in 
the  mass; — the  small  fraction  which  one  person 
forms  can  scarcely  be  reckoned  by  the  nicest  arith- 
metic ;  and  therefore,  though  you  wonder  at  the 
mass,  you  pass  by  the  individuals,  unless  some- 
thing peculiarly  splendid,  gaudy,  or  fantastical, 
commands  a  momentary  attention. 

This  vast  multitude  and  endless  variety,  toge- 
ther with  the  undisturbed  quietude  in  which  one 
may  contemplate  the  whole,  form  the  principal 
charms  of  London  to  a  contemplative  mind,  and 
take  off  the  pain  of  ennui  from  even  the  most  list- 
less. In  London  there  is  no  such  thing  as  private 
scandal,— no  coteries  that  sit  in  judgment  upcm  a 
man's  private  conduct,  and  no  busy  critics  that  ap- 
plaud or  censure  for  his  individual  talents  or  pro- 
pensities :  the  themes  of  conversation  are  the  cha- 
racters and  actions  of  Kings,  and  Senators,  and 
Judges,  and  all  manner  of  pubUc  characters, — the 
projects  of  enterprize, — the  displays  of  wealth,  and 
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the  productions  of  genias.  The  thousands  of  the 
Babyloniaii  population  care  nothing  for  the  squab- 
bles of  individuals  or  of  families ;  they  hold  con- 
verse about  the  movements  of  nations  ;  and  all  the 
mighty  things  passing  in  that  world  of  which  their 
city  is  at  once  the  centre  and  the  epitome,  occupy 
their  thoughts,  fresh  and  fresh  as  they  are  pro- 
duced. 

This  mighty  place  is  at  once  the  grand  arena  for 
the  ambitious,  and  the  grand  sanctuary  for  the  des- 
titute. If  hope  be  still  green,  the  powers  still  vi- 
gorous, and  if  the  desire  of  wealth  and  of  honour 
have  not  been  deadened  by  the  experiences  of  life, 
then  London  is  resorted  to  as  the  place  in  which  to 
succeed  and  to  shine;  or,  if  the  spirit  has  been 
broken  through  disappointment,  and  the  heart  has 
become  sick  through  misfortune,  then  London  is 
the  place  where  a  man  may  best  hide  his  misery  in 
oblivion,  or  forget  all  that  he  has  suffered,  and  be- 
gin the  world  anew.  Of  such  a  place,  no  single 
or  general  character  can  be  given ;  nor  is  there  an 
imagination  so  vigorous,  or  a  language  so  copious, 
as  to  represent  all  its  features  in  any  single  view.  In 
the  pages  which  follow,  I  shall  note  down  briefly, 
but  carefully,  the  impresinons  which  the  subjects 
treated  of  in  the  different  chapters  made  upon  my 
mind ;  and  if,  in  so  doing,  I  shall  (as  may  very 
c  2 
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possibly  be  the  case)  fail  in  representing  London 
as  it  really  is,  I  shall  perform  the  humbler  task  of 
representing  it  as  it  appeared  to  myself;  and, 
making  allowance  for  differences  of  ability  and 
taste,  my  sketch  may  not  be  entirely  useless  to 
others. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BABYLON    THE    GREAT.  21 


CHAPTER  II. 

AT  SEA. 


^'  There  is  a  pleasure  in  an  untried  voyage 
Upon  the  waste  of  ocean  or  of  life ; 
And  we  go  forth  with  light  and  buoyant  spirits, 
Heedless  of  all  the  waves  and  storms  of  either." 


It  was  on  a  gloomy  evening,  in  the  gloomiest 
month  of  the  year,  and  a  year  too  in  which  the 
gloom  was  deepened  by  violent  winds  and  prolonged 
rains,  that  I  stepped  on  board  the  vessel,  which 
**  God  prospering  her  voyage,''  (as  the  Captain 
devoutly  said,)  was,  after  the  lapse  of  little  more 
than  a  week,  to  gratify  the  wishes  and  the  wonder- 
ings  of  many  years,  by  actually  landing  me  in  that 
great  Babylon,  the  fame  of  whose  magnitude,  whose 
wealth,  and  whose  grandeur,  not  even  ignorance  and 
obscurity  themselves  can  conceal. 

Stepping  on  board  a  ship  which  is  trimly  built 
and  well  manned  and  apparelled,  which  is  furnished 
Mrith  all  that  can  make  the  passengers'  temporary 
abode  comfortable,  which  is  calculated  not  to  be 
much  more  than  a  week  upon  the  waters,  and  not 
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an  entire  day  without  a  sight  of  the  land,  is  a  veiy 
trifling  act  in  itself;  but  still  it  may  be  an  act 
fraught  with  the  keenest  interest,  both  on  account 
of  what  one  leaves  behind  and  of  what  one  goes 
forth  to  see.  The  hamlet  or  house  in  which  we 
were  bom ;  the  daisy-banks  on  which  we  alternate- 
ly laughed  and  cried  our  infancy;  the  school,  where 
we  imagined  that  the  tiny  knowledge  of  the  boy 
exceeded  the  wisdom  of  men ;  the  hills  and  the 
valleys,  where  we  wandered,  and  caught  informa- 
tion green  with  the  freshness  and  sparkUng  with  the 
dew  of  Nature;  the  hawthorn-tree,  under  whose 
shade  we  first  learned  that  there  are  wishes  in 
the  human  breast  fonder  than  those  which  youth 
breathes  after  knowledge ;  the  green  hillocks,  which 
contain  our  venerable  parents,  or  those  friends 
whom  Death  had  snatched  from  us  ere  time  and  the 
world  had  hardened  either  their  hearts  or  our  own; 
the  points  at  which  our  successes  or  failures  in  life 
have  been  registered ;  the  friends  with  whom  we 
have  been  happy,  ay,  and  the  enemies  who  have 
sought  to  injure  us ;—  these — these  are  objects  from 
which  the  heart  of  man  cannot  be  severed  without 
a  thrilling  of  its  every  chord.  When  we  turn  our 
back  upon  the  land  which  gave  us  birth,  however 
bumble,  and  schooled  us  to  manhood,  however 
severe  the  discipline,  the  turning  is  something 
more  than  a  mere  movement  of  the  body ; — ^there 
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are  ties  to  burst  and  wounds  to  bind,  of  which  none 
knows  excepting  he  who  is  placed  in  this  situation ; 
and  whatever  be  the  object  of  the  voyage, — be  it  for 
the  removal  of  listlessness  or  the  gratification  of 
curio&ity,  an  escape  from  misfortune  or  a  progress 
toward  honour^ — ^the  heart  of  a  man  is  not  in  him 
i^ho  does  not  feel  it  in  every  faculty  of  his  mind, 
and  in  every  limb  of  his  body ;  and  the  man  upon 
whom  the  last  wafted  adieu  or  the  last  waved  hand- 
kerchief, no  matter  fcom  or  by  whom,  makes  no  im- 
pression, is  not  very  well  calculated  either  for  ob- 
serving or  enjoying  that  which  lies  before  him. 

But  this  is  not  all :  When  one  goes  forth  with  a 
thirst  of  knowledge  unquenched,  a  strength  of  en- 
durance unimpaired,  and  a  capacity  of  enjoying 
undiminished,  the  hope  of  the  future  soon  breaks 
through  the  glopm  of  the  past,  nor  is  it  long  until 
the  latter  be  altogether  dispelled. 

The  evening,  I  have  said,  was  gloomy;  the  air 
wds  heavy  and  still,  and  watery  clouds  hung  round 
and  obscured  the  blunted  horns  of  the  moon,  which 
had  that  evening  made  her  first  appearance  after 
a  change,  with  scarcely  more  light  in  the  gumtay 
3ky  than  the  cold  and  feeble  glimmer  of  a  glow- 
worm. The  water  was  without  a  ripple,  and  gave 
Jtnck  the  images  of  objects  standing  on  its  shores  or 
floating  on  its  surface,  in  lines  as  sharp  and  accurate 
as  the  truest  mirror.     The  recent  storms,  and  every 
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indication  of  them,  were  asleep ;  and  though  the 
vessel  floated  seaward  with  the  tide,  and  the  shores 
diminished  and  gradually  faded  from  the  dim  sight, 
there  was  nothing  to  denote  motion,  and,  to  a  lands- 
man, nothing  by  which  the  gentlest  breeze  in  the 
sky  or  the  smallest  curl  upon  the  waters  could  be 
predicted :  the  sleep  of  the  elements  was  profound; 
but  I  afterwards  found,  to  my  inconvenience  and  not 
a  little  to  my  alarm,  that  the  sleep  was  but  a  momen- 
tary refreshment,  out  of  which  they  were  to  waken 
and  arise  with  redoubled  strength,  and  to  me,  at 
least,  with  unexpected  and  unexperienced  ferocity. 

The  glimmering  moon  left  the  sky,  every  star 
was  veiled,  and  there  was  no  light  within  the 
horizon,  save  the  pale  one  in  the  ship^s  binnacle,  or 
now  and  then  a  fish  or  a  marine  insect  lighting  up 
*  his  cold  and  curious  candle  in  the  deep.  Having 
spent  an  hour  below  with  my  fellow-passengers, 
from  whom  there  appeared  little  to  be  learned,  and 
in  whom  there  was  not  much  to  be  observed,  I  shut 
myself  within  my  little  state-room,  and  went  to  bed 
with  as  much  carelessness  and  confidence  as  though 
I  had  been  in  the  securest  castle  in  the  land.  We 
know  how  we  retire  to  sleep,  but  we  neither  know 
the  time  nor  the  cause  of  our  awakening ;  and  in  the 
case  of  such  an  awakening  as  mine^  it  would  be  folly 
indeed  to  be  thus  wise. 

I  was  awakened  about  the  middle  of  the  night, 
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and  the  perception^  to  all  of  my  senses  that  in  such 
a  scene  could  perceive,  was  of  no  very  pleasant  cha^ 
racter.  The  immediate  cause  of  my  awakening 
"was  a  violent  plunge  of  the  ship,  which  flung  me 
with  great  violence  against  the  beams  over  my  bed, 
swung  the  door  of  my  apartment  from  its  fastening, 
tumbled  the  whole  furniture  of  the  cabin  in  one 
confusion  toward  my  side,  tossed  half  of  my  fellow- 
passengers,  who  were  groaning  with  sickness,  out 
of  their  sleeping-places,  and  brought  up  a  most 
suffocating  smell  from  the  bilge- water;  while  the 
smoke  of  the  expiring  fire,  now  confined  by  a  tar- 
paulin and  closed  hatches,  added  to  the  pain  and 
h<nrror  of  the  scene.  The  dreadful  tossing,  the 
sulphury  odour,  the  thick  smoke,  the  howling  of 
the  storm,  and  dashing  of  the  sea,  together  with 
the  groanings  of  my  companions,  made  all  that  was 
about  me  no  inaccurate  type  of  what  is  said  to  be 
the  place  of  final  retribution  for  sin;  and  if  any  of 
those  orators  who  make  that  place  the  point  and 
ornament  of  their  orations,  had  been  in  my  place, 
and  retained  or  recovered  their  senses,  they  might 
have  had  the  elements  of  a  description  far  more 
powerfully  terrific  than  any  that  their  own  imagi- 
nation could  suggest. 

The  plunge  toward  my  side  was  succeeded 
by  a  plunge  toward  the  other;  and  plunge  after 
plunge,  dash  after  dash,  and  lamentation  after  la- 
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mentation,  were  repeated  and  increased  to  the  very 
extremity  of  endurance.  Above,  the  water  was 
daldiing  as  though  "  the  windows  of  heaven  had 
been  opened  C^  ben^th,  it  was  roaring  ad  though 
**  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  had  been  broken 
up  ;^  and  as  the  ship  worked  between  the  two,  she 
kept  creaking  and  cracking,  as  if  every  beam  and 
l^ank  bad  been  about  to  be  torn  frsaa  its  place 
and  scattered  in  splinters  along  die  turmoiling  sea. 
Fits  of  sickness,  agonizing  groans,  and  hopeless 
prayers,  by  turns  occupied  my  wretched  compa- 
nions, who  were  pitched  from  fflde  to  side  of  the 
cabin,  amcHig  stools,  and  trunks,  receiving  no  as- 
sistance from  others,  afld  deprived  of  all  power 
to  assist  themselves. 

In  a  shc»*t  time  die. sea,  breaking  in  by  some 
part  above  us,  extinguished  the  ](amp  (whiiih 
iill  then  possessed  some  little  illuminating  power;) 
and  thus  the  horror  of  pitchy  darkness  was  added 
to  the  other  horrors  of  the  scene, — or  rather,  the 
faioarror  of  sight  was  exchanged  for  fthe  more  dread- 
fixl  and  insupportable  horror^of  imagination.  Upon 
<ieck,.was  the  singing  of  the  tempest  through  the 
-  «CH;dage,-^more  dismal  than  any  death-rsong  that 
ever  was  heard,  mingled  with  the  harsh  clanking  of 
,ithe  machinery  and  the  hollow  voice  of  the  Captain ; 
^  below,  were  the  piteous  yells  and  fruitless  lamenta- 
tions of  the>  paasengers ;  and  every  iwhere  around 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BABYLON    THE    6BEAT.  27 

wi^e  a  sea  and  a  sky,  which  fancy  pictured  as  join- 
ing in  fearfu],  and  to  us  final  conflict. 

Sickness  or  terror,  there  was  no  inquiry  whidi, 
soon  held  me  and  my  fellow-voyagers  mute ;  and 
thus  I  was  left  to  those  goings  forth  of  the  imagi- 
nation,  which  are  in  themselves,  perhaps,  more  aw- 
M.  and  more  agonizing  than  even  the  felt  and 
isteen  realities  of  woe.  When  the  awe-striking  ob- 
ject is  seen,  we  can  take  exact  measure  of  its 
powers,  and  we  know  it  to  be  a  thing  armed  only 
with  the  finite  energies  which  belong  to  the  ma- 
terial world,— when  the  blow  is  struck,  if  *he 
striking  be  not  fatal,  there  is  an  end  of  apprdien- 
i^on  and  despair,  and  hope  rises  again  and  nerves 
herself  for  a  new  endurance ;  but  when  terrcnr  puts 
ikk  the  mantle'  of  darkness — darkness  thnnigh 
which  none  of  the  senses  can  penetrate,  and  when 
that  darkness  is  on  the  wavy  sea,  with  the  heavens 
raining  deluges  and  blovnng  de8olation,--*that  whidi 
appals  us  claims  kindred  with  the  world  o£  Sjurtts, 
where  the  powers  of  good  and  of  evil,  being  un- 
known and  inscrutable,  measure  themselves  against 
the  mind  itself,  and  add  immensity  to  immortality* 

I  dutig  fast  to  my  birth  ;  I  held  in  my  bEeath> 
)ready  to  yield  it  to  the  next  gust  of  the  windy  or 
the  next  swell  of  the  waters ;  and  when  ;eacht  had 
piyssed  overy  and  the  voice  of  the  €aptain;  spelling 
above  amid  die  storm  tau^t  me  to  believe  that,  the 
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feeble,  fading,  and  interrupted  waitings  near  me, 
were  still  on  this  side  the  boundary  of  time,  I 
almost  chided  them  as  evidence  that  the  scene  had 
not  yet  closed — ^that  the  calm  oblivion  of  Death  had 
not  put  an  end  to  living  moments  fraught  with 
terrors  and  with  agonies  to  which  Death  himself  is 
usually  a  stranger.  In  this  state  I  remained  till 
a  faint  glimmering  of  light  showed  me  my  com- 
panions, strewed  promiscuously  amid  the  furniture 
of  the  cabin,  stupefied  by  sickness,  dripping  with 
water,  as  insensible  and  almost  as  inanimate  as  that 
furniture  itself. 

As  the  morning  broke,  the  storm  subsided  a 
little;  and  though  the  motion  of  the  vessel  con- 
tinued unpleasant  and  even  violent,  I  contrived  to 
scramble  out  of  my  sleeping-hold,  and  up  the 
cabin-stairs.  The  companion-door  was  barred 
outside  against  my  exit,  and  the  men  were  bustling 
and  running  backwards  and  forwards  upon  the 
deck.  I  pleaded  for  permission  to  cast  but  one 
look  upon  that  sky,  which  haply  I  might  see  no 
more,  and  another  towards  those  waters,  in  which, 
if  they  should  again  rise  and  roll  in  their  anger,  I 
apprehended  that  my  final  and  long  abode  should 
be  taken  up.  My  wishes  were  so  far  complied 
with,  as  that  I  could  raise  my  head  through  the 
half-opened  covering,  and  look  around  me;  and 
certainly  and  gladly  would  I  have  undergone  the 
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horrors  of  another  such  nighty  terrible  as  they  were, 
for  one  glance  at  the  glories  of  such  a  morning. 

The  wind  still  continued  to  blow  in  occasional 
or  continued  gusts;  and  its  blowing  had  swept 
away  every  vestige  of  those  rain-clouds  which, 
during  the  night,  had  made  the  sea  and  the  sky 
appear  as  if  commingUng  together  in  one  deluge  of 
chaos.  The  sea,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  range  on 
either  hand,  was  lashed  into  billows,  almost  rivalling 
in  height  the  topmost  spar  of  our  bark.  The  sun 
had  just  ndsed  his  disc  above  the  ocean,  and  the 
whole  mass  of  the  Uving  and  moving  waters 
caught  tenfold  grandeur  from  his  beams, — gran- 
deur of  which  those  who  live  in  the  loveliest 
places  of  the  firm  land  can  scarcely  have  an  idea. 
The  dells  between  were  dark  as  Erebus ;  and  the 
sublime  and  solid  billows  came  out  in  all  the  sof- 
tening tints  of  azure  and  green.  The  wind  gave  to 
each  a  crest  of  smoking  vapour,  in  which  thousands 
of  rainbows  played  their  rich  and  enchanting  hues. 
As  the  vessel  threaded  her  way  among  these, — now 
m  the  height,  now  in  the  hollow,  now  tMrining  her 
way  to  the  right  hand,  and  now  to  the  left, — it 
seemed  as  though  a  viewless  power  was  causing  us 
to  sweep  onward  among  ten  thousand  volcanoes, 
each  topped  with  its  column  of  flame,  and  that  ex- 
uberant Nature  was  lavishing  her  brightest  glories 
where  there  were  few  eyes  to  witness  and  to  wonder. 
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It  was  the  grajideur  oi  Nature  hcqrself,  without  a 
single^  touch  of  the  handy  work  of  mw,  and  oomr 
pared  with  which  his  happiest  efforts  w^t«  mag- 
luficant  and  tame.  All  the  domes  that  he  caD.raise, 
all  the  colours  that  he  can  mix,  and  all  the  gema 
that  he  can  polish,  were  as  nothing  compared  to 
the  sublime  contours  and  sparkling  radiance  of  that 
maddening  and  turmcnling  sea.  hottg  did  I  go^e 
upon  it ;  so  long,  indeed,  that  my  imagination,  and 
all  my  other  poweiis,  ftuled  me,  and  I  half  waUced^ 
half  tumbl^^  back  again  into,  my  resting-place.  ' 
In  a  short  time  the  Steward,  whose  fears  had^ 
during  the  viol^ace  of  the  storm,  kept  him  ^iU 
and  silent  within  his  own  cabin,  came  creeping 
in  to  light  the  fire,  and  administer  such  ecm^- 
solations  and  bestow  such  comforts,  as  he  was 
able  to  give  and  the  passengers  to  receive.  The 
consolations,  to  be  sure,  were  not  of  the  first 
class.  To  the  anxioqs  inquiry,  whether  the  violent 
weather  had  entirely  passed  over,  he  replied,  in  the 
hardest  notes  of  a  dialect  and  a  voice  which  were 
any  thing  but  musical :  '^  Na,  it  11  nae  pass  sae 
seen  ;  and  that  o\  that  has  passed,  is  lookin^  o'er 
the  shouther  o't,  an  I  ^m  dreadin^  will  be  back  again 
wi^  an  awfu'er  sough  and  a  mair  deadly  s{dadi  than 
ever/'  When  he  was  questioned  about  the  quan- 
tity, of  dang^  that  might  be  aj^rehended,  his  re- 
sponses  were  n<^  a  bit  more  satisfactory :  *^  Was 
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there  any  danger  of  drowning  ?" — ^^  Ay,  there  was 
that :  he  had  never  seen  the  sea  ony  itherwise  dis- 
posed  sin'  he  ken^d  it.*^  The  vessel  was  still  pitch* 
ing  and  rolling  a  good  deal :  *^  Was  there  any  dan- 
ger of  its  going  down  in  any  of  those  plunges;  and  if 
so,  whether  was  the  danger  greatest  by  the  bows,  the 
stem,  or  either  of  the  sides  ?" — ^*  He  didna  ken — 
cou^dna  say — ships  had  gaen  down  mony  times  wi' 
that  fearf u^  plunges ;  and  there  was  nae  doot,  gin  the 
Almighty  had  sae  ordaint  it,  that  ony  o'  the  four 
ways  wad  be  a'  the  same.''  As  the  ship  still 
struck  a^nst  the  waves  with  the  violence  and  the 
noise  of  thunder,  it  was  asked,  whether  there  was 
any  dai^r  of  its  going  to  pieces.  ^^  There  was 
nae  sekeerity  agsdns'  ony  thing  upo'  saut  water. — 
Muckle  nuiir  crazy  ships  had  nae  doot  come  to  land ; 
but  m  geed  troth,  mony  as  tight  had  been  dung,  to 
sjdinters,  atid  no'  a  soul  lived  to  tell  the  tale  o't." 

In  such  words  of  consolation  as  these  the  Steward 
held  colloquy  with  those  whose  bodily  and  mental 
agonies  were  sufficiently  acute  in  themselves ;  and 
when  they  prayed  for  this,  that,  and  the  oth^ 
thing,  be  assured  them  that  they  would  get  it  very 
soon,  but  at  that  very  moment  it  was  not  safe  to 
come  at  it ;  and  that  ^^  In  a"*  human  afflictions,  by 
land  or  by  sea,  there  was  naething  sae  geed  as  a 
little  patient  resignation  to  the  will  o''  the  AL 
mighty,"— a  maxim  which,  whatever  of  general  or 
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religious  truth  might  be  in  it,  was  not  much  ca1cu> 
lated  to  soothe  the  minds  or  mitigate  the  sufferings 
of  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 

When  the  fire  began  to  bum,  and  the  Steward 
had  repacked  (for  it  was  absolutely  repacking)  the 
passengers,  and  mopped  the  cabin-floor,  the  Captain 
descended  all  dripping  from  the  helm,  which  he  had 
never  once  let  out  of  his  hand  for  ten  long  and  heavy 
hours.  He  had  cased  himself  in  an  oiled  leather 
frock,  with  a  great  cap  of  the  same  which  tied 
over  his  ears,  and  he  looked  more  hke  a  nonde- 
script animal  that  the  agitation  of  the  water  had 
brought  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  than  the 
little,  smart,  hardy  tar,  who  had  welcomed  us  on 
board,  and  invited  us  to  partake  of  all  his  cheer  on 
the  preceding  evening.  In  heart  and  courage  he 
was,  however,  still  the  same.  The  fears  which  the 
mysterious  responses  of  the  Steward  had  excited, 
he  did  much  to  allay :  ^^  We  had  as  good  a  sea- 
boat  under  us  as  ever  swam  ;  we  had  excellent  sea^ 
room  :  he  had  weathered  fifty  worse  squalls  than 
that,  and  doubted  not  but  he  would  weather  fifty 
more.""  The  last  was  rather  an  ambiguous  conso- 
lation ;  but  complmnt  was  useless,  and  so  we 
were  as  silent  and  resigned  as  circumstances  would 
allow.  Before  he  retired  to  his  own  cabin,  to  take 
that  rest  of  which  he  must  have  stood  so  much 
in  need,  he  offered  to  every  one  of  his  passengers 
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such  refreshment  ^s  could  be  prepared ;  but  the 
expense  of  this  was  not  great, — a  biscuit  or  two,  to 
be  laid  on  the  pillow,  being  all  that  any  of  us  could 
take. 

Still,  there  is  always  a  sort  of  hope  inspired  by 
seeing  the  principal  man.  When  Shakspeare  makes 
Richard  say :  "  The  Eing^s  name  is  a  tower  of 
strength,''  he  makes  him  deliver  a  sentiment  which 
is  absolutely  and  universally  true ;  for  whatever 
mankind  look  up  to  as  possessed  of  superior  skill, 
power,  or  command,  the  sight,  or  even  the  very 
thought^  of  that  inspires  them  with  courage  and 
confidence.  The  leader  of  the  party,  the  father  of 
the  family,  the  commander  of  the  army,  and  the 
captain  of  the  ship,  all  have  a  strength  and  a  de- 
fence in  their  presence  and  countenance,  which  no- 
thing under  them,  however  strong  or  however 
skilful,  can  upon  any  occasion  inspire.  Jt  is  the 
same  sentiment  which  makes  men  more  bold  and 
more  firm  under  persecution  and  martyrdom  for 
religion  than  for  any  thing  else.  The  idea  that  they 
are  in  the  immediate  presence  and  service  o(  a  Being 
who,  by  a  single  fiat,  can  quell  and  annihilate  all 
opposition,  is  calculated  to  excite  and  sustain  the 
very  maximum  and  excess  of  fortitude;  and  he 
who  thus  firmly  believes  and  feels,  heeds  not  what 
may  happen  to  him. 

The  confidence  inspired  by  the  presence  and 
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words  of  the  Captain  r^uained,  (with  me  at  leasts  • 
for  there  was  little  disposition  on  my  part  to  ask,  and 
still  less  upon  that  of  my  fellows  to  reply,)  for  a 
considerable  time  after  he  had  gone  ;  and,  though 
the  place  in  which  I  was,  was  both  confined  in 
room  and  cold  in  temperature,  and  neither  the 
state  of  my  head  nor  that  of  my  limbs  would 
allow  me  to  leave  it,  yet  I  began  to  think  it  a 
place  of  safety,  and,  compared  with  what  it  had  v 
recently  been,  a  place  of  comfort.  I  was  even 
pleased  that  the  storm  had  come  upon  us,  because 
it  would  be  something  to  tell ;  and  yet  to  whom 
was  I  to  tell  it,  going  forth  as  I  was  to  a  place  where 
I  was  to  be  an  utter  stranger,  and  where,  of  course, 
no  one  could  be  interested  in  my  fate  ?  Still  there 
is  pleasure  in  an  evil  that  is  past;  and  as  the 
fields  are  greenest  after  the  rain,  and  the  sea  and 
sky  most  glorious  after  the  storm,  so  hope  is  evfer 
the  brightest  when  it  first  be^s  upon  the  dark- 
ness of  despair ;  and  even  the  humblest  of  life's 
comforts  is  sweet  the  mc^nent  after  life  itself  has 
been  in  jeopardy. 

But  the  hopes  and  pleasures  of  life  are  often 
short,  in  proportion  to  the  brightness  of  thdr  shin- 
ing and  the  sweetness  of  their  relish;  and  I  had 
not  well  resolved  that  I  was  very  comfortable,  when 
the  storm  called  me  to  feelings  and  apprehensions 
of  a  very  different  character.    At  a  call  of  ^'  All 
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hands  on  deck  r  the  (!)aptain  started  from  his  brief 
repose.  I  heard  the  bolts  of  the  companion-door 
shutting  behind  him;  and  the  heavy  tarpaulin 
thrown  pver  the  hght  left  me  to  the  dark  and 
conjectural  glimmer  of  the  bull's  eye  over  my  little 
cabin^  or  the  dim  twinkling  of  the  fire,  now  in  the 
act  of  being  stifled  by  its  own  smoke.  There  was 
a  hasty  calling  of  voices,  rattling  of  cordage,  and 
clanking  of  pauls;  and  ere  that  had  subsided, 
the  sea  and  the  sky  again  awakened  their  diapason 
of  horror ;  and  the  wind,  the  rain,  and  the  waves, 
seemed  to  have  collected  and  conspired  for  our 
immediate  destruction.  The  cabin  was  again  in 
sulphury  gloom ;  the  groans  and  lamentations  of 
my  fellow-passengers  were  more  frequent  and 
piteous :  the  rattling,  the  creaking,  and  the  shout- 
ing, were  dismal  enough ;  but  they  were  nothing 
to  the  roaring  of  the  storm  above,  and  ragmg  of 
the  sea  beneath,  every  blast  of  which  must  have 
laid  the  ship  prone  upon  the  sea,  and  every  blow 
sounded  as  if  a  world  had  been  shattered. 

No  man  who  has  not  experienced  such  a  scene^ 
the  first  time  he  has  been  upon  the  ocean,  so  con- 
fined that  he  could  neither  see  what  was  taking 
place,  nor  communicate  what  he  felt,  can  fathom  a 
state  of  horror  equal  to  that  in  which  I  then  was. 
An  insulated  thing,7-€Ut  o£P  from  human  help  and 
human  sympathy— upon  the  wide  sea — ^ignorant  of 
n  2 
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the  green  earth  ^nd  the  glorious  sun — ^with  every 
fathom  above,  beneath,  and  around  me,  armed  not 
only  with  the  power  but  with  the  (Certainty  of  death. 
I  might  have  cried ;  but  would  the  winds  and  the 
waves  heed  or  hear  my  complainings?  and  who  else 
could  hear  amidst  the  thunders  of  their  voices  ?  .  I 
might  stretch  out  my  hand ;  but  had  the  deluging 
cloud,  or  the  dashing  water,  a  hand  ready  to  deli- 
ver me  ?  I  might  even  call  upon  Him,  to  whom  the 
most  heedless  and  worst  of  men  call  when  help  can 
come  to  them  from  no  other  quarter ;  but  what  had  I 
done,  or  what  could  I  merit,  that  the  ordinary  course 
of  nature  should  be  changed  for  my  safety  or  com- 
fort ?— We  do  not  always  consult  Him,  when  we 
begin  an  enterprise ;  and  therefore  we  have  nO 
ground  to  expect  that  he  will  hear  or  help  us, 
when  the  course  or  the  issue  of  that  enterprise 
proves  adverse.  Thus  situated,  my  thoughts, . 
wherever  I  attempted  to  direct  them,  came  back 
to  myself;  and  my  hopes,  wherever  I  directed 
them,  were  returned  effectless.  Returned  hope  is 
begun  despair ;  and  mine  was  more  than  begun. 

I  was  neither  asleep  nor  awake; — nay,  I  may 
almost  say,  I  was  neither  alive  nor  dead.  No 
sound  of  human  voice  reached  me,  but  the  most 
feeble  and  agonizing  sounds  of  woe.  Between  me 
and  that  sea,  whose  every  billow  had  power  to 
drown  a  city  or  drive  a  mountain  from  its  base. 
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there  wete  nothing,  save  a  few  inches  of  timber; 
and  the  crash  which  that  ever  and  anon  gave,  as 
it  descended  into  the  hollow  of  the  waters,  seemed 
enough  to  dash  an  earth  to  shivers.  At  every 
stroke  I  felt  assured  that  the  ship  was  so 
broken;  and  the  rushing  of  the  water  that 
followed,  sounded  as  if  the  tide  of  death  had,  in 
all  its  power  and  all  its  swiftness,  been  bursting 
in  at  the  fracture. 

I  listened  in  terrible  anticipation.  I  wished, 
nay,  I  prayed,  that  that  death,  which  I  reckoned 
so  certain,  would  also  be  speedy;  and  that  as  I 
had  felt  the  full  terror  of  the  final  destroyer,  I 
might  also  feel  the  repose  which  he  alone  can 
give.  At  each  return  of  the  thundering  sound, 
I  said  to  myself,  "  Surely  this  is  it  now  r  and 
at  every  new  rushing  of  the  waves,  I  looked  vist- 
fully  toward  the  cabin-floor,  to  see  whether  the 
quantity  of  water  there  had  increased ;  and  also 
to  the  paly  light  above  me,  in  the  hope  that  it 
would  at  once  start  open,  and  let  in  the  dreadful 
deliverer  of  my  tortured  mind  :  but  even  this  sad 
and  oblivious  hope  eludes  us  when  we  seek  for  it ; 
and  we  cannot  die,  any  more  than  we  can  live^ 
when  such  is  our  own  desire. 

For  two  days  and  a  night  I  remained  thus  ;  and 
they  were  times,  both  in  the  present  feeling  and 
the  future  memory,  longer  than  double  the  same 
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tale  of  ordinary  years.  No  language  can  paint 
them.  It  was  not  the  violence  of  the  storm,  the 
yeasty  turmoil  of  the  waves,  or  the  horrible  and 
apparently  helpless  rocking  of  the  ship ;  it  was  a 
storm  of  the  imagination,— a  maddening  swell  of  all 
the  powers  of  the  mind,  and  reason  reeling  to  and 
fro,  more  devious  and  more  helpless  than  any 
ship.  Imagination  and  Reality  were  so  blended  and 
jumbled  together,  that,  compared  with  what  I  felt 
and  fancied,  madness  itself  had  been  tranquillity. 
All  was  uncertainty  ;.  all  was  doubt.  I  groped 
about  me  to  ascertain  if  the  things  around  me  were  ' 
still  those  of  the  world  of  reality  and  of  hope,  and 
I  felt  by  turns  all  my  own  limbs,  as  if  to  make 
sure  whether  the  form  and  the  lineaments  of  man 
were  still  mine. 

I  know  not  what  was  my  mental  occupation.  It 
was  not  thought ;  it  was  not"  reverie ;  it  was  not  ima- 
gination :  it  was  as  though  the  whole  powers  df  the 
mind  had  been  dashed  into  a  chaos,  and  the  whole 
of  my  disjointed  and  disordered  faculties  had  drifted 
whither  the  wind  listed  and  the  wave  rolled, — or 
rather,  to  some  unknown  and  fearful  region,  where 
wind  and  wave,  sea  and  sky,  commingling  and  com- 
mingled with  the  broken  potsherd  of  the  earth,  had 
left  nothing  which  the  judgment  could  comprehend, 
or  upon  which  the  fancy  could  dwell. 
.  The  incidents  of  my  past  life, — my  joys,  my 
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sorrows,  my  fortunes,  my  misfortunes,  my  loves, 
my  hatieds, — all  that  I  might  have  been— all  that 
I  had  not  been, — ^haunted  me  like  the  ghosts  of  the 
mighty  dead ;  and  while  I  seemed  of  no  more  note, 
and  had  no  more  command  of  myself,  than  a  single 
atom  of  the  careering  air,  or  a  single  drop  in  the 
turmoiling  ocean,  I  felt  as  if  borne  upon  the  wings 
of  irresistible  fate,  from  death  to  death,  and  from 
annihilation  to  annihilation.  The  chaos  within  me 
accorded  well  with  the  chaos  that  was  without :  it 
was  shreds  of  dreams — snatches  of  reality — touches 
of  reason,  and  traces  of  madness — ^twinges  of  fear, 
and  turns  of  resignation— dawnings  of  hope,  and 
dadiings  of  despair:  I  would  die,  and  I  would  not 
die — I  would  live,  and  I  would  not  live.  I  was 
in  a  world  of  shadows — a  place  oT  things  which  held 
fearful  sportings  upon  the  margin  of  the  grave : 
now  I  was  anxious  that  the  dread  leap  might  be 
taken,— and  anon,  I  would  that  I  might  once  more 
revisit  the  sun  and  the  sky.  I  became  unconscious. 
When  at  length  I  came  upon  deck,  I  found  the 
scene  as  pleasant,  as  the  last  one,  of  which  I  was 
conscious  below,  was  frightful.  The  sun  was  in  a 
cloudless  sky  ;  and  throughout  the  whole  morning 
horizon  no  angry  billow  curled  its  head.  There 
was  still,  indeed,  a  good  deal  of  wind,  and  also  a 
good  deal  of  swell;  but  the  wind  was  favourable 
for  the  ooiurse  which  we  were  steering,  and  the  ship 
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lay  Steadily  to  the  sea,  along  which  it  glided  with 
swift  and  beautiful  motion.  What  a  transition ! 
the  last  time  I  looked  upon  those  waters  I  would 
gladly  have  exchanged  all,  their  glories,  ay,  and  all 
the  floating  wealth  in  the  world,  had  it  been  mine, 
for  a  single  foot  of  naked  rock  or  barren  heath;  and 
now  all  was  so  sparkling,  so  swift,  and  withal  so 
safe,  that  I  hoped  a  scene  of  so  much  pleasure 
would  not  be  too  soon  over^  but  that  1  should  have 
leisure  to  enjoy  the  sweet  of  that  whereof  I  had  so 
lately  tasted  the  bitter. 

As  evening  set  in,  the  coast  of  England,  from 
which  the  storm  had  driven  us  far  to  the  eastward, 
appeared,  high  and  purple  with  the  rays  of  the 
setting  sun  behind  it  like  a  fringe  of  gold;  and  as 
night  fell,  and  the  moon  had  also  retired  from  us, 
we  swept  under  the  bold  height  and  bright  beacon- 
fire  of  Flamborough.  I  remained  long  upon  the 
deck ;  and  as  the  wind  ajid  the  waves  had  both  sub- 
sided, and  the  little  marine  animals  were,  in  peace, 
lighting  their  candles  on  the  surface  of  the  water, 
as  if  in  mimickry  of  the  sky  overhead,  I  felt  a 
pleasure  both  new  and  exquisite.  Not  the  least 
portion  of  that  pleasure  was  that  derived  from  the 
new  and  singular  motions,  which  the  unconscious 
movements  of  the  ship  gave  to  the  celestial  bodies. 
The  whole  blue  dome  of  the  sky,  appearing  n^ore 
hemispherical  than  ever  I  had  observed,  was  one 
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congregated  mass  of  sparkling  lustres ;  and  as  the 
ship  worked  its  way,  sometimes  to  the  right  hand 
and  sometimes  to  the  left,  that  mighty  dome  seemed 
loosened  from  its  eternal  fastenings,  and  making 
various  portions  of  a  revolution,  sometimes  on  the 
one  direction  and  sometimes  on  the  other.  Occa- 
sionally my  eye  caught  glimpses  of  lights  across 
the  deep,  which  reeled  and  revolved  in  the  same 
manner;  and  frequent  shooting  stars  added  to  the 
confusion  of  glories.  It  was  altogether  one  of  the 
most  delightful,  and  perhaps  one  of  the  most 
elevating  and  instructive  pages  that  could  be 
spread  for  man's  contemplation.  Our  little  bark, 
the  result  of  a  few  months'  labour  of  a  few  rude 
hands,  at  a  distance  from,  any  soUd  object  with 
which  it  could  be  compared — the  ocean  below  us, 
covered  with  obscure  darkness,  and  the  stars  and 
meteors  in  all  their  brightness,  and  their  motion 
overhead;  made  it  appear  as  though  we  had  bid 
adieu  to  the  globe  of  the  earth,  and  taken  our 
station  among  the  millions  of  independent  globes 
that  obey  the  fiat  of  their  Creator  through  the  in- 
finitude of  space. 

The  sublimity  or  the  novelty,  I  leave  others  to 
decide  which,  made  me  linger  long  upon  deck ;  nor 
was  it  until  the  commander  of  the  watch  had  re- 
peatedly cautioned  me  that  I  would  do  well  to  rest 
while  the  winds  and  the  waves  rested,  that  I  retired 


Digiti; 


zed  by  Google 


42  BABYLON    THE    GREAT. 

to  my  berth ;  and  there  I  slid  into  a  profound  sleep, 
from  a  reverie  as  delightful  as  my  former  dream- 
ings  had  been  dismal.  Man  is  mere  potter^s  clay 
or  sealing-wax,  in  other  hands  than  the  immediate 
ones  of  his  Maker ;  and  nowhere  can  this  truth  be 
more  clearly  and  convincingly  demonstrated^  than 
in  the  vicissitudes  of  a  landsman^s  feelings  at  sea. 

I  slept  not  long,  for  the  storm  again  returned; 
and  though  the  return  was  neither  so  violent  in 
itself,  nor  so  alarming  in  its  attributes,  it  dispelled 
all  the  pleasurable  feelings  with  which  I  had  re- 
tired to  rest,  and  made  me  again  long  to  be  on  dry 
land.  We  kept  drifting  about  the  whole  day,  with 
a  wind  more  foul  and  contrary  than  furious ;  but 
it  came  in  gusts,  and  as  no  two  of  these  came  from 
the  same  quarter,  the  tossing  had  all  the  disagree- 
able qualities  of  the  preceding  storm,  without  any 
of  its  awful  subUmity.  Sometimes  we  were  driven 
in  one  direction,  and  anon  in  that  which  was  exactly 
opposite.  One  moment  we  were  so  near  the  low, 
flat,  and  green  land,  that  one  would  have  fancied 
the  possibility  of  leaping  ashore:  anon  we  were 
trying  upon  the  other  tack,  with  nothing  in  our 
view  except  weltering  waves,  and  vessels  of  various 
sizes  and  constructions  reeling  about — some  with 
one  or  two  small  sails  like^ur  own,  some  with  bare 
masts,  and  some  to  whom  the  storm  had  hardly  left 
a  mast  standing. 
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What  with  watching  and  with  working,  our  crew 
were  sadly  exhausted,  and  a  consultation  was  held, 
whether  they  should  not  allow  the  vessel  to  drift 
J.  know  not  where ;  but  ere  this  was  resolved  on, 
the  sky  began  to  clear,  the  wind  settled  steadily  in 
the  north-west ;  and  as  night  approached  we  were 
gliding  along  with  the  greatest  ease  and  velocity, 
and  before  the  return  of  morning  had  brought  a 
partial  return  of  the  bad  weather,  we  were  safely  at 
anchor,  amid  a  thousand  other  vessels^  in  Yarmouth 
Roads,  right  under  Lowestoff,  —  where,  both  in 
consequence  of  the  unfavourable  direction  of  the 
wind,  and  of  the  exhaustion  of  our  men,  we  re- 
solved to  remain  during  the  following  day. 

As  the  day  advanced,  numberless  vessek  crowded 
around  us,  all  of  them  more  or  less  shattered  by  the 
storm ;  and  we  could  observe,  to  seaward  of  us  on 
the  bank,  the  mast-heads  of  several  that  had  gone 
down  in  the  gale.  A  sea  life  is,  however,  not  one 
of  long  lamentation :  we  were  now  in  comparative 
smooth  water,  within  a  cable's  length  of  the  land, 
and  had  sustained  no  injury  or  loss;  my  fellow- 
passengers  crawled  out  of  their  berths,  the  Captain 
tuned  his  violin,  upon  which  he  was  by  no  means 
an  unskilful  performer;  we  made  merry — ^merrier 
than  it  was  possible  for  men  to  make  on  land ;  and 
now  that  the  d(uiger  was  over,  and  all  in  so  far 
accustomed  to  the  sea,  evary  one  had  a  j6st  toplaj 
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off  at  the  storm ;  for  storms  at  sea,  like  troubles  on 
land,  are  subjects  of  derision  after  they  are  over ; 
and  when  man  feels  that  he  is  again  safe,  he  can 
mock  at  that  which  a  very  short  time  previously 
made  him  tremble. 

When  we  again  got  under  weigh,  the  weather 
was  as  serene  as  it  had  previously  been  gloomy  4 
and  as  we  moved  along,  attempting  in  vain  to  count 
the  windmills  and  church  spires  on  the  coast, 
vessels  collected  every  where,  as  if  magic  had 
created  them  out  of  the  waves ;  and  as  each  spread 
out  all  the  canvas  it  could  stretch,  the  sight  was 
most  spirit-stirring,  and  gave  me  a  more  exalted 
notion  of  the  commercial  enterprise  and  commercial 
wealth  of  England,  than  I  could  have  acquired  by 
any  other  meians.  Even  while  the  estuary  of  the 
Thames  was  so  wide  as  that  the  one  shore  was  but 
dimly  and  the  other  not  at  all  discernible,  it  re- 
quired continual  watchfulness  lest  we  should  run 
against  any  of  our  companions  on  the  se^ ;  and 
when  we  came  into  the  narrow  reaches  we  had 
absolutely  to  elbow  our  way  as  a  man  has  in  passing 
along  a  crowded  street.  The  number  of  vessels 
which  we  saw  or  passed  in  the  course  of  a  single 
day  could  be  little  short  of  ten  thousand.  It  is 
true,  that  they  had  been  collecting  in  all  the  neigh- 
bouring J3orts  and  anchorages  during  ten  days  of 
one  of  the  most  violent   storms  that  ^ver  was 
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known  in  those  seas;  but  still  they  were  the  col- 
lection of  only  ten  days:  they  were  all  loaded  with 
merchandize,  and  all  bound  for  London. 

One  would  naturally  have  supposed  that  a  fleet 
so  numerous,  with  cargoes  so  varied  and  so  valua- 
ble, would  have  comprised  the  whole  of  the  vessels 
in  the  trade,  and  glutted  every  market' even  in  the 
metropolis.  But  as  we  came  nearer  and  nearer  the 
city,  I  found  that  such  a  calculation  would  have  been 
wholly  erroneous.  For  several  miles,  both  banks 
of  the  river  were  thickly  wedged  with  ships,  which 
doubled  rank  upon  rank,  and  closed  file  upon  file^ 
as  we  advanced,  till  the  whole  surface  was  hteraUy 
paved  with  them,  and  the  workmg  of  our  slow  and 
sinuous  course  equalled  in  difficulty,  and  resembled 
in  appearance,  one  struggling,  for  passage  along  a 
crowded  street.  In  comparison  with  the  whole, 
the  coming  fleet,  which  had  so  strongly  excited  my 
astonishment,  was  not  more  than  a  singly  drop  in 
the  bucket ;  and  when  I  looked  upon  all  the  craft 
for  the  movement  of  merchandize  upon  the  waters, 
and  all  the  piles  of  dusky  building  for  its  reception 
upon  shore,  I  could  easily  conceive  that  all  the 
riches  which  I  had  seen  in  motion  the  preceding 
day,  would  sink  as  viewless  and  as  efiectless  into 
the  incomprehensible  stores  of  this  mighty  mart,  as 
a  pitcher  of  water  would  do  into  the  ocean. 

**  And  is  this  London  ?''  said  I  to  myself.     "  Is 
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this  that  seat  of  British  power—that  chosen  rea- 
dence  of  all  that  is  rich  and  gay  and  splendid — that 
mightiest  mistress  of  the  world,  that  draws  wealth 
both  physical  and  intellectual  from  every  region 
of  the  earth,  and  which  gives  law  and  example  and 
impulse  to  the  nations  r  I  looked  upon  the  brick 
houses  and  wooden  hovels,  the  smoking  fur- 
naces, and  the  dark  and  dingy  gates  and  en- 
gines, of  which  I  could  catch  glimpses  amid  the 
intervals  of  ships :  they  seemed  poor,  little,  and 
insignificant.  I  endeavoured  to  look  beyond,  and 
get  a  glance  of  buildings  of  choicer  architecture, 
and  more  metropolitan  character,  rising  terrace 
after  terrace,  and  line  after  line  beyond,  as  one 
.may  find  in  some  other  places ;  but,  if  there  were 
any  such,  the  curtains  of  oblivion  were  drawn 
upon  them, — a  fog,  which  had  aU  the  darkness, 
and  apparently  much  of  the  solidity  of  those 
mountains  which  admit  ~of  no  cultivation,  and  suffer 
no  change,  seemed  permanently  fixed  upon  each 
side  of  the  river,  with  its  base  reaching  almost  to 
the  edge  of  the  water;  and  all  that  was  visible 
had  the  appearance  of  nothing  else  than  a  pidtry 
appendage  and  convenience  to  that  which  was 
floating  around  me.  I  might  have  even  doubted 
whether  the  water  it^lf  was  not,  like  all  else 
within  my  view,  a  thing  of  human  creation. 
The  late  rains  in  the  upper  part  of  the  country. 
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and  the  recent  agitation  of  the  ^ater  to  seaward, 
had  worked  the  river  to  the  cx>lour,  and,  as  it 
appeared,  ahnost  to  the  consistency,  of  mortar. 
As  the  larger  vessels  crept,  and  the  lighter  ones 
skimmed  along  its  surface,  it  did  not  rise  in  glassy 
folds,  or  break  away  in  glittering  pearls,  as  had 
the  waters  which  I  had  aforetimes  seen.  Its  dull 
undulations  were  like  those  of  brass  in  the  cru- 
cible ;  and  it  had  been  no  great  stretch  of  imagi- 
nation to  feel  more  ^apprehension  of  being  burned 
than  wetted  by  contact  with  it. 

I  will  not  say  that  this  is  the  most  impressive 
approach  to  Babylon  the  Great — I  will  not  argue 
that  this  congregating  of  the  men,  the  ships,  and 
the  commerce,  of  all  naticms — that  this  confusion 
of  the  water  with  the  land — this  reeling  to  and  fro 

this  din — ^this  duskiness — ^this  discord  of  order 

and  activity  (if  I  may  so  name  that  which  is  in- 
expressible,)— ^is  finer  than  a  bird's-eye  view  from 
the  httle  hills  on  the  north  or  the  south,  or  than 
the  Royal  gardens,  the  parks,  and  the  palaces, 
that  first  present  themselves  to  a  visitor  coming 
from  the  west :  but  this  I  will  say, — ^that  I  never 
met  with  a  scene  so .  completely  wonderful  in 
itself — so  wholly  without  the  predncts  of  former 
experience — so  beggaring  to  language,  and  so  baf- 
fling  to  imagination.  ^^  This  is  old  father  Thames, 
in  the  overwhelming  wonders  of  his  wealth,  and 
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those  ships  ancj  warehouses  contain  the  stimuh  or 
the  rewards  of  those  persons  which  have  made 
England  the  Queen;  and  London  the  jewel,  of  all 
the  world.''  Thinking  thus,  I  stepped  on  shore, 
anxious  to  escape  from  such  a  Babel  of  excite- 
ments, in  which  there  was  no  single  point  or 
single  object  that  towered  ovet  the  rest,  to  draw  , 
and  to  rivet  my  attention.  In  such  a  place  reflec- 
tion has  nothing  to  do :  it  is  the  region  of  mecha- 
nical dexterity  and  mechanical  drudgery.  You 
look  upon  it  as  upon  snow-flakes  reeling  in  a 
wintry  day — ^it  is  wonderful  in  itself,  but  it  con- 
tains nothing  upon  which  the  eye  or  the  mind 
can  repose. 
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CHAPTER   III. 

GENERALITIES. 


When  you  have  known  the  canons  of  the  winds 

That  sweep,  and  of  the  rains  that  pour,  o*er  Albion ; 

Defined  by  Geometry  the  shape  that  clouds 

Must  every  day  assume,  told  the  expression 

Which  every  face  must  wear,  set  bounds  to  thought. 

Said  ^^  Here  discovery  can  no  more,*'  and  fix'd 

Each  man's  achievements  the  next  thousand  years  ; 

Why  then,  but  not  till  then,  you  may  attempt 

A  portraiture  of  Lokdox.    It  is  Babel, 

In  greatness,  in  confusion,  and  in  change  ; 

But  yet  there's  order  in  it. 

MS.  Poem. 

Fbom  whatever  part  of  the  world  a  man  may 
come,  or  however  he  may  be  prepared  by  former 
experience,  London  will  be  to  him  a  six  months^ 
wonder  at  the  least,  before  he  can  analyze  any  of 
its  parts^  or  understand  any  of  its  peculiarities; 
and  those  ridiculous  opinions  which  are  abroad  in 
the  world,— some  making  it  all  wealth,  others  all 
poverty;  some  making  it  all  enjoyment,  others  all 
labour  and  misery ;  some  making  it  all  knowledge 
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and  intelligence,  others  stamping  it  with  gross  ig- 
norance of  even  the  most  ordinary  occurrences  of 
nature ;  some  making  it  all  scrambling  and  grasping 
and  panting  after  gain,  others  making  it  all  squan- 
dering and  dissipation ;  some  making  it  the  only 
place  where  a  man  may  thrive  and. prosper,  others 
denouncing  it  as  the  high  road  to  ruin ;  some  ap- 
pealing to  it  as  the  very  fountain  of  hberty,  libera- 
lity, and  political  intelligence,  and  others  as  the  dead 
weight  which  oppresses  England,  and  at  second 
hand  enslaves  the  world; — these,  and  all  of  ^i- 
lar  description,  for  no  one  can  almost  sum  up  their 
number,  and  which  agree  in  nothing,  except  that 
each  is  false  and  partial  as  respects  the  whole^ 
though  true,  perhaps,  of  some  part,  ought  to  be 
put  aside,  if  one  is  to  have  any  correct  notion  of 
this  wonderfid  place.  The  fact  is,  that  it  is  each 
and  all  things  by  turns ;  and  when  one  would  de- 
scribe it  as  being  thus  or  thus,  he  tells  not  what 
London  is,  but  merely  what  haunts  himself  fre- 
quented, and  what  company  he  kept  while  there* 

Some  small  man  oi  the  provinces,— some  istarv- 
ling  littiraire  of  a  corner,  may  find  his  way  to 
London  in  the  steerage  of  a  vessel  or  on  the 
top  of  a  stage-coach;  and  after  having  gslped 
and  wondered  at  two  or  three  puldic  buildings, 
dined  half  a  dozen  times  at  cheap  tavems, 
squ^zed  himself  into  all    the   theatres   ki    suc- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BABYLON    THE    GREAT.  61 

cession,  and  wondered  that  nobody  took  the 
least  interest  in  the  small  tales  or  smaller  scandals 
of  his  little  coterie  at  home,  may,  and  very  often 
does,  return  back  agidn,  and  amuse  persons  of  his 
own  calibre  with  a  diatribe  against  cockney  igno- 
rance, cockney  vulgarity,  or  cockney  prejudices. 
But  if  the  question  were  brought  home  to  him — 
if  he  were  required  to  define  what  it  is  that  he 
means  by  those  convenient  words,  it  would  uni- 
formly be  found  that  he  were  about  as  wise  re- 
specting the  real  merits  and  character  of  London, 
as  though  he  had  never  seen  it. 

A  man  who  had  seen  no  other  animal  than  a 
donkey,  would  be  about  as  well  qualified  for  writing 
a  treatise  on  the  character  and  habits  of  all  the 
Mammalia;  or  one  who  had  heard  no  sound 
sweeter  than  the  brajring  of  that  musician,  would 
be  just  as  well  qualified  for  writing  a  general  theory 
of  music  and  musical  criticism,  as  one  of  thoser  fly- 
ing  observers  (and  their  powers  of  observation  are 
generally  as  vitiated  as  their  experience  is  limited) 
is  qualified  for  giving  even  a  guess  at  what  Lon- 
don is.  If  the  man  be  honest  and  in  his  senses,  and 
not  wholly  overcome  by  the  magnitude  and  novelty 
of  the  place,  London  may  have  the  feature  which 
he  describes ;  but  then  it  has  so  many  thousand 
features  besides,  that  FlueBen's  identity  of  places, 
E  2 
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by,  "  a  liver  at   Monmouth,  and  a  rirer  also  at 
Macedonia,^  is  perfection  compared  to  it. 

It  may  be  said  that,  with  this  consciousness  of 
the  difficulty— the  impossibility— of  the  subject,  it 
is  presumptuous  in  me  to  write  a  single  line  respect- 
ing it ;  and  I  do  admit  that  if  I  pretended  to  give 
an  express  and  general  image,  I  should  be  profess- 
ing that  which  neither  myself  nor  any  other  indivi- 
dual can  accomplish ;  but  still  I  have  observed  a 
few  points — made  the  observation  of  them  a  busi- 
ness and  a  study —goUe  about  that  without  any 
overweening  admiration,  any  inveterate  prejudice, 
or  any  ground  of  bia3  the  one  way  or  the  other. 
Thus,  my  views  must  have  freshness,  if  not  force, 
because  I  have  made  them  unassisted  and  from  the 
originals ;  and  if  they  have  not  truth  of  represen- 
tation, I  claim  for  them  at  least  honesty  of  inten- 
tion,—and  if  what  I  write  shall  fwl  of  being  in- 
teresting to  the  reader,  it  is  assuredly  not  because 
I  have  been  indifferent  to  the  subjects  about  which 
I  write. 

The  first  thing  that  struck  me,  and  as  I  should 
suppose  strikes  every  one  upon  the  first  beholding 
of  this  Babel,  is  the  tptal  insignificance  of  single  per- 
sons and  single  objects ;  and  perhaps  the  mortifica- 
tion produced  by  this  feeling  thrown  back  upon  a 
man  himself,  is  the  reason  why  there  is,  in  some  of 
the  vainer  provincial  tO¥ms  and  cities,  ^  disposition 
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to  underrate — absolutely  to  calumniate,  the  metro- 
polis for  their  own  glory,  and  for  that  of  the 
place  which  they  have  chosen  as  the  idol  of  their 
admiration.  In  even  the  largest  of  our  provincial 
places,  there  are  always  individuals  loitering  in  par- 
ticular streets  or  particular  corners,  who  are  almost 
as  much  of  fixtures  as  the  pavement  upon  which 
they  stand  or  the  buildings  against  which  they 
lean;  and  the  inhabitant  is  either  very  humble, 
vefy  worthless,  or  botb,  who  cannot  command  a 
fefw  bows  and  rec(^itions  from  these  animated 
posts.;  in  Ixmdon,  however,  there  is  no  such  thing — 
the  crowd  sweeps  dong  like  a  torrent ;  you  cannot 
pause  to  gossip^  for  if  you  go  not  willingly  with  it, 
it  will  bear  you  along  whether  you  will  or  not. 

You  meet  with  no  pawning  idler,  no  curious  quid- 
nunc, no  peeping  inquisitor  into  your  own  private 
history,  or  into  any  other  private  histories  of  which 
you  may  have  the  keeping.  No  doubt  there  are 
idlers,  there  are  quidnuncs,  and  there  are  virtuosi 
of  small  slander  in  London  as  well  as  in  other  places; 
but  they  form  no  feature  of  London,  they  come 
not  abroad  into  the  streets,  and  they  neither  arrest 
the  steps  nor  disturb  the  thoughts  of  those  busy 
crowds  which  are  every  where  reeling  around  you. 
In  your  provincial  town  people  run  in  all  directi<His, 
and  are  occupied  with  one  single  topic  which  they 
toss  about  like  a  hand-ball;  but  in   London  the 
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case  is  reversed, — many  men  pursue  the  same  route^ 
but  each  is  busied  with  his  own  speculation^  and  as 
he  knows  not  the  persons  by  whom  he  is  elbowed, 
he  of  course  never  thinks  of  communicating  it  to 
them,  or  in  any  way  disturbing  them  about  it. 

If  any  man  be  seized  with  an  overweening  con- 
ceit of  himself^  impressed  with  an  idea  of  his  trans* 
cendant  importance  or  value  to  sodety,  London 
will  cure  him,  if  his  cure  be  not  all  the  more  des- 
perate. The  pursy  provincial,  who  takes  upon 
him  to  insult  his  neighbours  because  he  hap- 
pens to  possess  a  few  thousand  pounds,  becomes  a 
mere  cypher  in  Comhill  or  Threadiieedle-street ; 
the  provincial  bashaw,  who  ranges  the  whole  village 
with  his  equipage,  is  outshone  upon  the  Drive  by  a 
slopseller  or  dealer  in  old  books ;  and  the  Adonis 
who  conquers  and  then  abandons  half  the  fair  in  a 
remote  county^  cannot  in  Bond-street  distinguish 
the  fine  gentleman  that  the  tail(»r  made  from  the 
tailor  that  made  him,  and  thus  he  is  humbled  in 
the  sight  of  both; 

This  tendency  to  restrain  within  narrow  limits 
all  the  adventitious  grounds  oi  human  vanity,  and 
to  drive  man  back  for  his  notoriety  upon  that 
which  belcmgs  to  him  as  man,  is  one  of  the  most 
valuable  features  in  the  character  of  London.  It 
gives  a  man  fair  play,  clears  the  arena  for  him,  and 
so  places  him,  that  if  he  does  not  triumph  the  £ault 
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is  wbc^y  his  own.  Each  individual  feels  that  he 
can  make  no  figure  widiout  the  actual  possession  of 
those  qualities  to  which  he  pretends ;  and  that  even 
then,  if  he  is  not  courteous  and  polite,  others  will  be, 
and  desertion  and  neglect  will  be  his  fate.  Acomi- 
ingly  there  are,  among  the  trading  and  mercantile 
population  of  London,-^who  though  they  do  not 
constitute  what  is  called  ^^  the  world,"^  or  make  any 
very  great  show  as  individuals,  yet  have  the  prin- 
dpal  share  in  stamping  the  permanent  character  of 
the  place, — a'  greater  share  of  urbanity  and  polite- 
ness, than  among  the  same  dass  of  persons  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world :  the  same  politeness  de- 
scends ev^i  still  lower ;  and  a  stranger  never  gets 
an  uncivil  answer  or  a  piece  of  wrong  information  in 
the  streets  of  London,  even  from  the  poor  wight 
who  jncks  up  his  living  by  sweeping  a  crossing. 
You  may  meet  a  man  who  would  beg  of  you,  and 
yerj  possibly  with  one  who  would  have  no  great 
compunction  at  stabbing  you,  if  he  could  meet  you 
at  a  fit  place,  or  who  would  attempt  to  pick  your 
pocket  any  where;  but  still,  though  he  be  thus 
zealoiss  in  his  jnrofession,  good  or  bad,  once  adc 
the  way  of  him,  or  any  other  question  that  he  is 
able  and  that  it  is  reasonable  for  him  to  answer, 
and  you  have  your  reply  with  the  utmost  candour 
and  fidelity.  Even  those  unftMrtimate  females, 
whose  punishment  is,  in  all  cases,  greater  than 
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their  crime,  and  who,  in  by  far  the  majority,  are 
the  victims  of  their  own  credulity  and  of  man'*s 
cruelty,  have  the  air  of  a  wild  and  desolate  polite- 
ness about  them, — a  certain  wreck  both  of  feelings 
and  of  charms,  worthy  of  a  better  fate,  which  comes 
aqross  the  mind  with  a  touch  of  regret  and  forgive- 
ness,  never  inspired  by  the  sight  of  the  same  class 
c^  persons  in  less  cultivated  and  polite  places. 
Those  persons  do  let  passers  by  know  what  they 
are,  but  still,  if  modesty  and  politeness  can  be  at 
all  predicated  of  those  poor  outcasts,  they  are 
modest  and  polite ;  and  notwithstanding  all  the  de^ 
menting  and  demoralizing  circumstances  to  whidi 
they  are  exposed,  they  have  still  the  bearing  of 
women,  and  even,  in  a  great  measure,  that  of  ladies. 
Every  where,  indeed^  throughout  the  thronged 
streets  of  the  Great  Babylon,  and  while  the  confu- 
sion of  tongues,  and  indeed  of  all  noises  that  you 
can  imagine,  are  rending  your  ears  to  pieces,  you 
cannot  fail  to  remark  that  each  is  for  some  purpose* 
There  may  be  idlers  in  the  streets  of  Londcm,  and 
there  always  are  persons  in  those  streets  going 
about  for  worse  purposes  than  mere  idleness ;  but 
still,  the  whole  has  an  air  of  occupation  and  acti- 
vity quite  peculiar  and  astonishing.  There  are  no 
half-employed  shopkeepers  yawning  at  the  docH*» 
no  maid-servants  gossipping,  or  children  playing  in 
the  streets, — every  one  who  makes  a  noise,  or  8^- 
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cits  attention  there,  does  it  with  a  view  to  profit; 
and  if  there  be  listlessness  and  loitering,  these  are 
confined  within  doors. 

Every  where,  too,  you  meet  with  that  perfect 
frankness  and  civility  to  which  I  have  adverted, 
and  which,  as  it  is  the  result  of  frequent  casual 
intercourse,  makes  that  intercourse  pleasing.  But 
if  you  have  come  from  a  Uttle  society  where  ex- 
tamal  courtesy  is  the  sign  of  cordiality  of  heart, 
you  will  be  sadly  out  in  Babylon.  The  Babyk>- 
nian  smile,  and  bow,  and  welcome,  are  the  genuine 
smik,  and  bow,  and  welcome  of  the  counter.  They 
are  levelled  not  at  you,  but  at  your  purse.  The 
man  varnishes  his  speech  for  the  same  purpose  that 
he  varnishes  his  ngn-board,  and  arranges  his  smiles 
just  as  he  arranges  the  goods  in  his  shop- window — 
for  the  puipose  of  attracting  customers;  and  he 
who  b  so  very  fair  with  you  in  the  purchase  of 
what  you  require,  and  so  poUte  when  you  are  pay- 
ing him  fot  it,  cares  no  more  for  you  than  the 
gown  at  the  gallipot  upon  his  shelves,  and  would 
look  with  all  the  complacency  in  the  world  upon 
you  taking  the  air  upon  the  little  platfcmn  in  front 
of  Newgate. 

The  ccmstant  attention  which  ev^  man  in  Lon- 
don must  -paj  to  hb  own  trade  cm*  profesrion,  and 
the  great  concentration  of  his  attention  and  feeliiq^ 
towards  himself,  that  arises  from  continually  com- 
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ing  in  contact  with  so  many  persons  whom  he  does 
not  know,  and  for  whom  he  does  not  care,  except 
in  the  way  of  business,  destroys  all  those  little  links 
of  feeling  and  touches  of  the  heart,  which  are 
found  in  sinaDer  societies.  No  doubt,  many  of 
the  roughnesses  are  polished  off;  but  the  shining 
facettes— those  glowing  little  discs  which  let  out 
the  internal  lustre  of  the  character,  are  destroyed 
along  with  them.  Suavity  there  is  much,  and 
suavity  to  one's  heart's  content,  of  any  description 
that  may  be  desired;  but  while  all  the  blandi^- 
ments  of  life,  and  all  the  comforts  of  animal  exist- 
ence, are  full  and  free,  the  heart  lies  dead,  cold,  and 
callous;  and  amid  all  the  excess  of  the  w(»*ld^s 
pleasures  and  comforts,  that  which  really  makes 
man  man,  and  life  life,  is  no  where  to  be  found. 

If  you  be  able  to  do  for  yourself, — or  rather  if 
you  be  able  to  do  for  others  that  which  is  esteemed 
by  them,  they  will  receive  your  services  with  more 
respect,  and  reward  them  with  more  liberality,  than 
you  can  find  in  any  other  place  ;  and  if  you  come 
properly  recommended  to  them  in  difficulty  or  dis- 
tress, they  will  in  all  probability  be  more  indulgent 
to  you  in  pecuniary  forbearance,  and  more  liberal 
in  mere  alms-giving,  than  any  other  people  with 
whbm  you  can  meet  or  associate ;  but  you  cannot 
help  feeling  that  all  this,  however  necessary,  praise- 
wortJiy,  or  durable,  it  may  be  in  itself,  wants  the 
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master-charm  of  society :  it  is  all  a  matter  either 
of  common  bargain  and  sale,  or  of  the  overflowing 
of  great  wealth,  which  the  giver  bestows  without 
eare,  aB  he  has  it  in  abundanoe;  but  if  you  seek  for 
the  S3rmpathy  of  the  heart,  you  are  astonished  to 
find  that  the  thing  is  not  so  much  as  kno¥ai. 

In  this  way^  there  is  not  a  more  liberal  race  than 
that  mass  of  merchants,  in  whatever  wares  they  may 
deal,  which  make  up  the  permanent  thousands  of 
London ;  but  still  all  their  notions  partake  of  the 
artificial  nature  and  system  of  the  place,  and  are  as 
&r  removed  from  the  genuine  and  unsophisticated 
feelings^  of  human  beings,  as  the  lines  of  dust  and 
of  brick  are  from  the  romantic  displays  of  Nature 
herself  in  woods  and  wilds. 

So  many  causes  combine  to  produce  this  effect, 
that  they  among  whom  it  so  necessarily  and  so  ge- 
nerally  exists,  are  not  to  be  blamed  for  it.  That 
the  dweller  in  Babylon  has  not  the  same  warmth 
of  heart,  the  same  impassdoned  love  of  friendship, 
and  the  same  disposition  to  be  in  all  the  turns  and 
varieties  of  life,  through  weal  and  woe,  your  wamr 
brother,  as  the  inhabitant  of  the  lonely  provincial 
\nllage  in  which  you  were  bom,  is  no  more  his 
fault,  thim  it  is  his  intrinsic  mjerit  and  virtue,  not  to 
pry  into  your  private  chiuracter  and  affairs,  and  not 
to  slander  said  backlnte  you,  as  the  other  is  but  too 
apt  to  do.     Life  in  the  country  is  a  life  of  pasnon 
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and  close  connexion,  and  you  get  attached  to  those 
whp  live  near  you.  from  long  and  daily  lesociations. 
Life  in  London  is,  on  the-other  hand,  life  in  which 
those  little  ties  do  not  exist, — because  there  is 
neither  use  nor  room  for  their  operation.  About 
all  things  in  the  coimtry  there  is  that  idea  of  per- 
manence, without  which  friendship  or  hatred  never 
takes  firm  root :  one  has  hills,  and  fields,  and  streams^ 
and  forests,— things  which  are  made  to  outlive  man ; 
and  all  one^s  projects  and  attachments  are  apt  to 
borrow  a  trace  of  their  durability.  In  London 
again,  one  looks  upon  that  which  is  in  continual 
motion  and  change ;  and  in  such  a  contemplation 
it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  the  mind  to 
fix  itsdf. 

EvenT' admitting  that  there  were  the  dispo^tion, 
there  is  not  in  London  the  means  or  even  the  pos- 
nbility  of  that  mixing  up  of  the  passions  with  the 
business  of  life>  which  gives  to  the  society  of  other 
places  its  choicest  sweets,  its  most  disagreeaUe 
bitters,  and  all  those  peculiarities  which  make  it  a 
something  which  you  can  characterize  and  delineate 
as  one.  The  whole  of  one^s  time  would  be  insuf- 
ficient for  acquiring  such  a  knowledge  of  even  a 
small  number  of  those  with  whom  one  meiets  and 
does  business,  as  would  enable  one  to  judge  whether 
they  ought  to  be  made  friends  of  or  not;  and 
therefore  all  the  inquiry   which   is  needful,   and 
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indeed  practicable,  is,  whether  they  have  the  dis- 
position and  the  ability  to  fulfil  their  pecuniary 
engagements. 

It  has  been  mentioned  as  a  sort  of  libel  upon  the 
Babylonian  character^ — a  sort  of  mark  of  the  beast — 
c^  Mammon,  indelibly  imprinted  upon  them,-»that 
the  words  '^a  good  man,*"  do  not  apply  to  the 
goodness  of  the  man  himself,  but  to  the  character 
which  his  banker  is  able  to  give  of  him ;  that  ^'  a 
good  man^  is,  in  reality,  nothing  more  or  less  than 
a  good  purse;  and  that  if  the  possessor  were  John 
Doe  or  Richard  Hoe,  or  even  Aldgate  Pump,  he 
would  be  just  as  good  as  tliough  he  had  the  talents 
of  a  Bacon^  the  philanthropy  of  a  Howard,  th« 
manliness  of  a  Burdett>  the  calm  judgment  of  a 
Lord  Eldon,  or  the  indubitable  ancerity  of  a 
Liverpool.  Now,  so  far  from  being*  any*  thii^ 
amiss,  this  is  so  much  a  matter  of  course  and  of 
necessity,  that  one  might  as  well  quarrel  with  the 
magnitude  of  the  wealth  of  London,  or  with  the 
throng  of  people  that  are  continually  crowding  to 
and  from  it,  as  with  this  its  peculiar  and  charac- 
teriatic  definition  of  the  value  of  a  man.  It  must 
not  be  lost  sight  of  (and  if  carc^olly:  kept  in  view  it 
will  throw  light  upon  some  oi  the  genecaL  features 
of  Metropolitan  sodety)  that  London,  as  Lcmdon^ 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  private  worth  and 
private  characters  of  individuals.     If  a  merchant 
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be  an  intelligent,  a  kind,  and  an  honourable  man, 
it  may  be  aU  the  better  for  the  inmates  of  his 
country  box  at  BaUiam  Hill  or  Clapham  Common, 
but  it  signifies  not  a  single  farthing  upon  'Change  ; 
and  if  he  conduct  himself  with  propriety,  pay  his 
way,  and  be  civil  to  those  with  whom  he  meets,  his 
associates  at  the  tavern  or  the  club-room  will  care 
just  as  Uttle.  If  he  is  "  a  good  man*"  in  all  circum- 
stances and  matters  where  they  come  in  contact  with 
him,  it  is  no  matter  what  he  may  be  in  those  of 
which  they  do  not  hear;  and  though,  in  consequence 
of  this  circumstance,  many  may  mingle  in  respectable 
society,  who  have  abstractly  no  great  title  to  be 
there ;  yet  it  is  equally  true  that  many  are  saved 
from  losing  their  caste  in  public,  and  the  means 
of  retrieving  themselves  from  occasional  errors,  by 
the  very  circumstance  of  their  private  affairs  being 
kept  out  of  view.  Thus,  upon  the  whole,  the  ad- 
vantages and  disadvantages  so  far  balance  each 
other,  that  it  is  much  safer  to  say  that,  in  this  its 
most  remarkable  characteristic^  London  society  is 
different  from  the  society  of  smaller  places,  than 
that  is  either  better  or  worse.  In  a  smaller  place,  a 
man  is  something  independent  and  of  himself,  he 
connects  himself,  as  it  were,  with  the  history  of  his 
locality,  his  character  and  conduct  are  private  pro- 
perty— ^in  every  body's  mouth  where  he  lives, — they 
go  upon  the  record  after  his  death,  and  if  he  happen 
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to  be  conspicuous  either  for  virtues  or  for  vices,  for 
talents  or  for  follies,  his  place  stands  empty  for  a 
time,  and  people  either  long  for  him  back  again,  or 
are  glad  that  they  are  rid  of  him.  In  London,  on 
the  other  hand,  however  high  or  however  low — 
however  famed  or  however  notorious  may  be  the 
individual,  his  individuahty  goes  for  nothing :  he 
feels  all  along  that  he  is  a  part  of  something— of 
something  so  vastly  greater  than  himself,  that  it 
completely  overtops  him;  and  therefore  he  is  driven 
to  the  mere  gratification  of  his  passions  and  ap- 
petites, as  the  (Mily  enjoyment  that  life  can  afford. 
He  is  anxious  to  feast  upon  all  that  he  can  while 
he  lives ;  because  he  knows  full  well  that  when  he 
is  gone,  another  will  take  his  place  the  next  day, 
and  ere  the  sun  has  twice  girdled  the  world,  the 
interest  which  he  has  excited  will  be  among  the 
things  that  are  unheeded. 
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CHAPTER   IV. 


JOHN  BULL. 


Bull,  in  the  main,  is  a  very  honest,  plain-dealing  fellow, 
choleric,  bold,  and  of  a  very  inconstant  temper ;  but  then  he  is 
very  apt  to  quarrel  with  his  best  friends,  especially  if  they  pre^ 
tend  to  govern  him :  if  you  flatter  him,  you  may  lead  him  like  a 
child.  Arbuthnot. 


Although  the  character  of  man  in  the  Great 
Babylon,  be  as  Babylonish — ^as  confused  and  con- 
founded as  any  thing  about  it, — although  it  be 
Jewish  in  one  quarter,  ai^d  Gentile  in  another,- — 
although  in  one  society  you  shall  hear  the  purest 
English,  in  a  second  the  broadest  Scotch,  in  a 
third  the  hardest  Irish,  in  a  fourth  French,  or  Spa- 
nish, or  German,  or  ItaUan,  and  in  a  fifth  a  lan- 
guage which  has  not  yet  been  admitted  into  the 
most  polyglott  of  all  the  vocabularies,—- although 
the  forms  and  features  correspond — ^Iiere  the  cada- 
verous faces,  jelly-looking  eyes,  satyr  mouths,  and 
cold  cunning  expression  of  the  circumcised  rem- 
nant— there  the  bland  broad  faces,  blue  eyes,  and 
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detennined  but  unspeculative  air  of  genuine  Eng- 
land— in  one  place  the  winking  grey  optics,  solemn 
faces,  and  cautious  mien  of  the  pawky  Caledonians 
— in  another  the  ferret  eyes,  and  pointed  and 
puckered  face  of  Hibemia,  screwed  up  as  if  every 
muscle  of  it  were  brandishing  a  shillelah — and  in 
many  other  places^  beings  that  can  claim  physiogno- 
mical kindred  with  no  definite  and  pure  race  of  men 
or  of  monkeys  in  the  world,  but  who  seem  to  have 
been  generated  of  the  mud  in  the  Thames,  or  the 
fog  upon  its  banks; — though  you  meet  with  all  this, 
and  meet  with  it  in  every  degree,  and  in  every 
blending ;  yet  still  it  is  true,  that  for  the  grand 
constituent  parts  of  this  confusion  of  characters, 
and  of  races^  you  must  look  to  England^  to  Scot- 
land, and  to  Ireland ; — to  England  in  an  especial 
manner,  because,  as  is  the  case  with  every  country, 
England  stamps  more  or  less  of  her  own  character, 
not  only  upon  all  who  are  bom  within  her  bound- 
aries, but  upon  all  who  reside  there  for  any  consi- 
derable time.  In  order,  therefore,  to  furnish  one 
element  whereby  to  judge  of  the  Metropolitan  cha- 
racter, or  rather  to  comprehend  some  of  the  pecu- 
liarities which  will  come  out  in  the  subsequent  de- 
tached sketches,  it  will  be  necessaiy  to  notice  a  few 
of  the  leading  features  of  John  Bull,  and  also  to 
hint  at  the  changes  that  are  produced  upon  them 
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by  the  disturbing  influences  of  Sawney  the  Scot> 
and  Pat  of  the  Sister  Kingdom. 

Before  doing  this,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
the  Scottish  influence  is  chiefly  felt  in  the  City.  It 
seems  that  by  an  invariable  law  of  their  nature^ 
Irishmen  consider  idleness  as  the  true  criterion 
and  badge  of  a  gentleman ;  and  as  every  native  of 
that  country  is  a  gentleman,  whether  he  happens  to 
have  wherewithal  to  cover  the  rearward  of  his  gen- 
tility or  not,  comparatively  few  of  the  natives  of 
the  Green  Isle  mingle  with  the  merchants  of  the 
City.  Such  of  them  as  have  got  little  or  no  edu- 
cation, and  that  comprehends  by  fax  the  greater 
number,  are  gentleman  day-labourers;  and  the 
rest  are  gentlemen  per  se.  If  they  could  come  to 
the  enjoyment  of  mercantile  wealth  by  a  coup  de 
maifhy  they  would  like  it  well  enough ;  but  they 
cannot  settle  down  upon  three-footed  stools,  and 
bend  over  desks  and  ledgers,  during  the  time  ne- 
cessary for  their  noviciate. 

This,  however,  is  just  the  thing  for  a  Scotsman. 
His  desire  of  getting  to  the  top  of  the  tree  is  to 
the  full  as  strong ;  and  though  his  hopes  be  not  so 
ardent  and  extravagant,  they  are  more  constant, 
arid  so  make  up  in  timefor  what  they  are  deficient 
in  momentary  intensity.  The  Irishman  skips  and 
leaps  like  a  squirrel ;'  and  when,  as  very  often  hap- 
pens, he  loses  his  hold,  down  he  souses  in  the  mud 
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on  the  other  side,  soiled,  if  not  crippled ;  and  h^ 
has  to  recover  himself  in  a  variety  of  idle  gambols, 
before  he  can  attempt  another  leap, — which  has 
every  chance  of  being  as  unsuccessful  as  the  for- 
mer.   The  wary  Scot,  on  the  other  hand,  singles 
out  his  tree  with  great  care ;  sees  that  it  is  vigor- 
ous, so  that  it  may  last ;  strong,  that  it  may  bear 
him;   and   firmly  rooted,  so  that  the  storms  of 
accident  may  not  blow  ift  down.     He  takes  care  too 
that  the  lowest  branches  shall'  be  completely  within 
his  reach,   and  that  there  is  a  succession  of  tough 
and  convenient  ones  for  making  his  ascent  qu;te 
secure.    He  begins  at  the  very  bottom,  examines 
every  twig  before  he  will  trust  himself  to  it,  and 
never  moves  one  foot  till  he  be  certain  that  the 
other  is  firm.     Others,  who  are  more  ardent  and 
less  cautious,  scramble  past  him,  and  are  apt  to 
jeer  at  the  wily  slowness  of  his  progress ;  but  he 
never  minds  them, — ^he  climbs  away,  patient  and 
persevering ;  and  when  they  are  tumbhng   down, 
and  he  still  climbing  up,  it  is  his  turn  to  laugh,  and 
he  does  it,  and  that  heartily. 

This  admirable  adaptation  of  the  Scotsman  for 
advancing  in  mercantile  pursuits,  his  extreme  do- 
cility to  his  superiors,  the  comparatively  Uttle  upon 
which  he  can  make  himself  appear  respectable, 
and  his  constant  endeavours  to  set  his  sails  to 
every  wind,  have  not  only  thronged  the  counting- 
f2     ^ 
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houses  of  London  .with  Scots  clerks,  but  added 
Scots  partners  to  most  of  the  firms.  But  still, 
notwithstanding  the  numbers  and  the  influence  of 
those  personages,  they  have  not  attempted  to 
stamp  a  genuinely  Scots  character  even  upon  that 
portion  of  Metropolitan  society  of  which  they 
form  so  large  a  fraction.  The  very  qu^ties  which 
render  them  the  best  servants  of  their  employers, 
at  one  stage  of  their  progress,  and  the  most  efficient 
associates  at  another,  dispose  them  also  to  ape*  the 
manners  and  imbibe  the  tastes  of  those  about'them. 
Besides,  they  find  that  none  of  those  matters  upon 
which  the  very  highest  value  was  set  in  their  own 
country/  is  of  the  least  consequence  in  that  to  which 
they  are  come.  Their  small  feudal  connexions, — 
the  boasted}  relationship  to  some  unshaven  pro- 
prietor of  two  or  three  barren  mountains, — ^the 
legendary  accounts  of  two  or  three  marvellous  men, 
of  whom  nobody  out  of  Scotland  ever  heard, — ^the 
puritanical  sobriety  in  which  they  were  educated, 
and  the  parsimony  in  which  they  were  so  indus- 
triously triuned, — have  no  counterpart,  and  find 
no  sympathy  among  the  speculative  and  luxurious ' 
people  that  they  now  meet.  Thus  they  gradually 
lose  that  character  which  they  brought  with  them; 
and  though  they  never  acquire  the  real  and  decided 
characteristics  of  John  Bull,  they  put  on  as  much 
of  the  appearance  of  them  as  ntiakes  them  pass, 
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if  not  for  Englishmen,  at  least  as  something  very 
different  from  entire  and  unexported  Scotsmen: 
and  hence,  whatever  of  Scotch,  of  Irish,  or  of 
foreign  is  discoverable^  in  London^  is  to  be  consi- 
dered not  as  a  primary,  but  as  a  secondary  quality, 
of  London  manners ;  and  thou^  the  wards  be 
many  and  intricate,  the  only  key  by  which  there  is 
even  a  chance  of  opening  them,  is  the  character 
of  John  BuU. 

The  imprint  upon  John  is  as  deeply  stamped 
as  upon  a  Greek  medal ;  and  wherever  you  find 
him,  whether  in  London  or  Calcutta,  whatever  be 
his  rank,  and  whether  he  commands  or  obeys^  he 
never  can  be  mistaken.  Every  where  he  is  a  Uunt 
matter-of-fact  sort  of  being,  very  honest,  but  cold, 
and  repulsive  withal.  He  has  the  solidity  of  a 
material  substance  all  over  ;  and  you  can  never 
fail  to  observe  that  wherever  he  is,  or  with  whoever 
he  associates,  John  always  considers  himself  the 
foremost  man, — ^nor  will  he  take  an  advice  or  a 
lesson  from  any  body  that  previously  gives  him 
a  hint  that  he  needs  it.  Wherever  he  is  too,  you 
can  perceive  that  his  own  comfort — his  own  iioa- 
mediate  personal  comfort,  is  the  grand  object  of 
all  his  exertions  and  all  hi&  wishes. 

John  Bull,  if  he  thinks  there  is  any  chance  of 
making  a  profit  by  it,  will  bargain  with  you  at 
first  sight ;  but  before  you  can  make  an  intimate 
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of  him,  you  must  court  him  as  you  would  a  lady ; 
and  even  then,  if  you  be  romantic  in  your  friend- 
ships, you  soon  discover  that  his  friendship,  like 
the  love  of  a  coquette,  is  not  much  worth  the 
having.  He  ^ves  you  cold  and  poUte  civility 
before  this  courting,  and  he  has  not  much  more 
to  give  you  after.  There  is  such  a  mechanical 
formality,  and  such  a  frank  avowal  of  that  selfish- 
ness which  other  people  may  feel  just  as  strongly, 
but  which  they  are  more  careful  to  conceal,  that 
you  do  not  enjoy  the  luxury  of  an  Englishman's 
feast  with  half  the  zest  that  you  would  a  handful 
of  dates  with  Jthe  Bedouin  in  the  desert. 

But  while  he  is  thus  the  coldest  friend  that  you 
can  imagine,  he  is  the  safest  neighbour,  and  the 
most  fair-dealing  and  generous  enemy:  while  he 
keeps  his  own  castle  like  a  bashaw,  he  never  thinks 
of  invading  yours.  Comfort: — ^meaning  thereby  the 
capacity  of  purchasing  whatever  he  thinks  will 
render  himself  snug,  and  independence — ^tbat  is, 
feeling  that  he  can  do  whatever  he  wishes,  and  say 
whatever  he  thinks,^— being  the  grand  objects  with 
him,  he  cares  not  a  straw  for  those  adventitious  and 
perh^s  ideal  distinctions  that  so  much  plague  the 
rest  of  the  world.  His  pride — and  pride  he  has  in 
great  abundance — is  not  the  pride  of  Haman ;  he 
cares  not  a  straw  though  Mordecai  the  Jew  should 
sit  ever  so  long  at  his  gate,  his  only  solicitude  being 
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that  the  said  Mordecai  shall  not  come  within  it, 
without  the  special  permission  of  the  owner,  and 
that  granted  for  something  that  shall  conduce  to 
the  said  owner^s  advantage  or  comfort. 

His  selfishness  is  not  like  the  selfishness  of  most 
other  nations:  it  does  not  go  out  after  ideal  whims 
and  visionary  fancies,  but  remains  constant  and 
attentive  to  himself.  No  man  can  devote  himself 
more  entirely  or  more  successfully  to  the  accumu- 
lation of  wealth  than  John  BuU,  and  no  man  can 
boast  more  of  it  ^er  it  is  acquired ;  nor  ^is  any 
nation  so  little  careful  of  kicking  away  and  des- 
fMfflng  th^  ladder,  if  an  unseemly*  one,  by  which  it 
-climbs  to  opulence,  as  the  English.  Let  it  be  the 
humblest  profession  in  the  world— the  sale  of  car- 
rion, or  the  collecting  of  rags  or  rubbish,  and  that 
in  consequence  of  success  in  it  he  is  able  to  retire 
to  his  box,  and  set  up  his  equipage  in  the  purlieus 
of  the  Metropolis, — John  Bull  never  despises  the 
carrion  or  the  dust ;  they  are  the  best  of  all  possible 
things,  and,  in  his  estimate,  for  the  best  of  all 
posfflble  reasons,  ^^  they  made  him  a  warm  man, 
and  he  is  now  as  snug  as  a  lord/^ 

His  pride  too  is  a  plant  of  English  growth ;  and 
though  he  boasts  a  good  deal,  his  boasts  are  not  of 
the  kind  met  with  in  the  rest  of  the  world.  You 
never  hear  him  ^ving  himself  airs  on  account  of 
his  ancestry ;  for  if  John  be  what  he  calls  warm. 
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he  cares  not  a  straw  whether  his  grandfather  wd^  ft 
duke  or  a  dustman.  '*  Every  man  is  himself^  and 
no  man  is  his  father,'^  is  John's  theory ;  and  upon 
this  theory  he  acts  very  steadily.  It  is  true  that 
he  does  boast  of  being  an  Englishman, — that  he 
does  reckon  his  being  bom  somewhere  between 
Lowestoff  and  St.  DaVid^s^  and  between  Penzance 
and  Berwick,  as  being  a  much  more  fortunate  cir- 
cumstance than  if  he  had  drawn  his  first  breath  in 
any  other  locality  in  the  solar  system.  Old  Eng- 
land  is  his,  and  he  is  Old  England'^s:  there  is 
nothing  like  it  in  all  the  world ;  it  can  enrich  the 
world,  instruct  the  world,  and,  if  properly  pro- 
voked, conquer  the  world. 

All  this,  however,  consists  in  generalities ;  for  if 
you  descend  to  particulars,  and  press  him  closely 
upon  these,  you  fipd  that  in  this  boasted  England, 
there  is  really  nothing  with  which  he  is  entirely 
satisfied  except  himself. 

Mention  the  King  to  him — that  very  king  whose 
throne  it  forms  part  of  his  general  boast  to  support^ 
and  he  instantly  complains  of  the  vast  expense  of 
the  Royal  household,  the  corruption  of  the  Royal 
patronage,  and  the  increasing,  alarming,  and  over- 
whelming influence  of  the  Crown ;  and  tells  you, 
that  if  there  be  not  large  and  speedy  retrenchments, 
curtailments,  and  restrmnts,  England  will  soon 
cease  to  be  England.     Tell  him  of  the  two  Houses 
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of  Parliament,  ^nd  he  will  quarrel  with  and  con^ 
demn  them  both, — will  complain  that  the  one  is 
filled  by  Court  favour,  and  the  other  by  party  and 
corruption;  and  the  probability  is,  that  he  will 
assure  you  that  England  would  be  all  the  better  if 
there  were  no  Parliament  in  existence.  Talk  to 
him  about  the  Church—the  enh^tened  hierarchy, 
the  yirtuous  rectors,  and  the  laborious  curates,  and 
he  will  come  down  upon  you  in  a  perfect  tornado 
against  tithes,  and  swear  that  every  Churchman, 
from'  his  Grace  down  to  his  Greasiness,  is  for  no 
other  use  than  eating  up  the  produce  of  other  men''s 
Jabour,  Mention  public  opinion  to  him,  and  the 
great  advantage  of  spreading  information  rapidly 
over  the  country,  and  the  chances  are,  that  he  will 
overlook  the  good,  and  complain  "  because  false- 
hood travels  in  this  way  as  rapidly  as  truth ;  and 
that  people  get  fid  of  the  nonsense  of  to-day,  only 
to  be  misled  by  the  nonsense  of  to-morrow."  Men- 
tion the  canals,  and  he  will  immediately  tell  you, 
that  "  they  are  profitable  enough  to  the  proprietors, 
but  a  horrible  burden  to  the  public  at  large.** 
Notice  even  the  smooth  road  upon  which  the  wheels 
of  his  carriage  trundle  along,  and  he  will  growl, 
point  to  the  turnpike-gate,  and  reply,  ^'  So  they 
may,  so  they  may  indeed :  just  look  at  that  I"" 

There  is  not,  in  short,  a  single  institution  in  all 
England  with  which  John  is  entirely  pleased,  nei- 
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riier  is  there  an  action  or  an  improvement  but  he 
thinks  might  have  been  b^ter.  Nor  are  his  com* 
plaints  confined  td  what  men  have  done, — the  very 
elements  come  in  for  a  share ;  and  between  year's 
6nd  and  year's  end,  John  Bull's  climate  comes  in 
for  as  large  a  share  of  his  reprobation^  as  all  those 
p<ditical  and  local  grievances  against  which  he  is  so 
loud.  Even  his  own  acquisitions  do  not  please 
him  when  you  come  to  particulars:  though  the 
riches  he  has  accumulated  be  great,  the  burden  of 
his  song  is,  that  himself  and  all  about  him  are  going 
ijompletely  to  ruin ;  he  is  beggared,  though  in  a 
palace  with  his  coffers  crammed, — and  starving, 
though  so  well  fed  as  that  he  can  hardly  waddle 
from  one  side  of  the  room  to  the  other.  There 
is  but  one  thing  which,  taken  apart  from  the 
others  and  spoken  of  particularly,  that  he  never 
hesitates  to  praise;  and  that  is,  the  Navy —the 
Wooden  Walls  of.  Old  England;  and  this  he, 
perhaps,  praises  because  he  sees  it  not.  But 
though  John  thus  growls  at  every  thing  in  the 
detail,  it  does  not  thence  follow  that  his  growHng 
is  useless,  or  that  it  is  even  an  indication  of  a 
discontented  spirit: — his  care  being  chiefly  directed 
to  make  himself  comfortable,  and  in  the  majority 
of  cases  succeeding,  and  furthermore,  setting  no 
great  value  upon  an  act  which  he  himself  does 
not    either   perform  or  pay  for, — he  knows  that 
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all  his  own  immediate  matters  are  really  pros- 
pering, and  so  he  discharges  all  his  bile  upon 
those  which  are  external. 

So  feur,  indeed,  is  this  growling  propensity  from 
being  any  disgrace  or  degradation  to  him,  that 
it  forms  one  of  the  most  valuable  parts  of  his 
character,  and  perhaps  has  contributed,  and  con- 
tributes more  than  any  thing  else,  to  make  and  to 
keep  England  what  it  is.  It  is  probably  this  harsh 
and  stubborn,  but  honest  propensity  of  John  BuU, 
which  forms  the  bulwark  of  British  grandeur 
abroad,  and  of  British  freedom  at  home;  and 
probably,  though  the  other  divisions  of  the  king- 
dom do  not  prize  it  as  it  ought  to  be  prized,  a 
great  deal  more  of  the  good  which  really  exists  in 
these  divisions  is  owing  to  the  grumbling  of  John 
Bull,  than  to  the  accommodating  philosophy  of  the 
Scotch,  or  the  turbulent  forwardness  of  the  Irish. 
Circumstanced  as  they  are  now,  neither  of  these 
nations  seems  to  have  energy  and  perseverance 
necessary  for  preserving  even  its  own  Uberties,  and 
promoting  even  its  own  improvements  ^  and  when 
a  stand  has  to  be  made  against  encroachment,  or  a 
step  has  to  be  taken  toward  that  which  is  good,  a 
reference  to  the  Journals  of  Parliament  and  to  the 
petitions  which  are  presented  to  both  Houses  wiU 
show  that,  in  most  cases,  if  not  in  every  case,  that 
stand  is  made  and  that  step  is  taken  by  none  other 
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than  John  Bull— the  gruff,  the  selfish,  the  growling,^ 
but  still  the  bold,  the  manly,  the  independent, 
the  inflexible,  the  straight-forward  and  through- 
going  John  Bull.  The  energy  of  the  Scottish 
people  fumes  and  reeks  away  through  the  crannies 
of  theory  and  metaphysics,  and  the  wild  fire  of 
Ireland  is  speedily  choaked  by  its  own  ashes ;  but 
if  John  Bull  takes  it  into  his  head  to  stand,  he 
stands  like  Atlas ;  or  if  it  pleases  him  to  move,  his 
very  weight  makes  him  roll  on  and  bear  down  all 
opposition  like  an  avalanche. 

Now  this  sturdiness  arises  from  that  feeling  of 
individual  independence,  and  that  remarkable  con- 
'  centration  towards  himself,  which  the  Englishman 
has  in  so  great  and  pecuhar  a  degree  apart  from 
that  which  he  beheves  to  be  conducive  to  his  in- 
terests; and  if  other  people  will  identify  their 
interests  with  his,  he,  never  scruples  to  take  them 
along  with  him.  John  Bull  has  none  of  those 
little  hgatures — such  as  the  ties  of  clanship,  which,  ' 
while  they  unite  other  nations  in  small  masses, 
paralyse  their  efforts  as  a  great  one.  John  is  al- 
ways at  Uberty  to  think  and  to  choose  for  himself; 
and  though  his  thoughts  be  not  always  the  most 
profound,  or  his  choices  the  most  judicious,  John 
is  emperor  of  his  own  mind  and  his  own  castle, 
and  entrenched  in  both,  he  can  growl  and  grumble 
at  all  the  world. 
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This  individual  independence  gives  to  the  dis- 
putes and  quarrels  of  the  English  a  degree  of  man- 
liness and  fairness  quite  unknown  in  the  quar- 
rels of  any  other  people.  Each  individual,  when 
roused  or  dared  to  the  combat,  is  within  himself 
the  posse  comitatus  of  a  Sovereign  and  independent 
State.  He  is  not  a  vassal  to  avenge  the  quarrel  of 
his  liege  lord ;  neither  is  he  an  assassin^  using  the 
steel  for  his  foe : — ^he  is  John  Bull,  standing  up 
for  himself,  boldly,  and  in  the  face  of  all  the 
world;  fighting  fairly  and  manfully  to  the  last 
atom  of  his  strength,  and  giving  in  just  as  man- 
fully when  he  feels  that  he  is  worsted.  Whatever 
may  be  the  rank  of  the  combatants,  whether  chim- 
ney-sweepers' apprentices  or  professional  pugilists, 
(I  decide  not  which  is  the  more  creditable  vocation,) 
no  sooner  is  the  wager  of  a  battle  made — ^be  stakes 
love  or  money — than  a  ring  is  formed,  and  um- 
pires appointed,  to  see  that  each  gets  fair  play. 
I  am  no  advocate  for  war  of  any  kind ;  I  think 
single  combat  an  alternative  of  fools  at  the  best, — 
unless  it  be  when  it  is  for  the  gaining  of  a  prize 
and  the  deci^on  of  gambhng,  and  then  every  ra- 
tional man  must  join  in  thinking  that  it  is  an  al- 
ternative of  knaves ;  but  stiU,  the  regular  and  bona 
fide  *'  sets-to^  of  the  lower  English  are  far  more 
manly,  and,  if  dignity  could  be  predicated  of  such 
matters,  far  more  dignified,  than  the  rustic  brawls 
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of  any  other  country.  They  give  one  a  much 
more  exalted  notion  of  human  nature^  even  in  its 
rudest  states,  than  the  puUing  and  hauUng  of  the 
Scots,  the  thrashings  of  the  Irish,  the  schnicker 
schneeings  of  the  Dutch,  the  scratchings  of  the 
Frenlch,  or  the  knife-drawings  of  the  Portuguese — 
to  say  nothing  of  the  gougings  of  Jonathan,  or 
the  rip-fight  of  the  independent  Colombians.     ^ 

It  is  this  individual  independence  too  which 
makes  the  hand  of  the  Englishman  more  dexterous 
in  art,  the  word  of  the  Englishman  more  trust-wor- 
thy in  a  bargain,  and  the  scheme  of  the  English- 
man more  adventurous  and  more  successful  in 
trade,  than  those  of  any  other  men  in  the  world. 
The  occupation,  the  profession,  or  the  scheme,  is 
identified  with  himself :  he  detaches  himself  from 
all  else,  and  follows  it  with  the  steadiness  of  a 
machine^ — ^follows  it  that  he  may  arrive  at  that 
estimable  summum  bonum  of  John  Bull— being  able 
to  pay  his  way,  and  caring  for  nobody.  In,  conse- 
quence of  this,  the  veiry  avarice  of  the  EngUshman 
has  a  peculiar  aspect.  In  all  his  eagerness  after 
wealth — in  all  his  approaches  toward  being  a  per- , 
feet  miser,  he  never  allows  th&  idea  of  starvatiim 
to  take  possession  of  him.  To  amass  wealth  is 
perhaps  more  constantly  his  object,  than  it  is  the  ob- 
ject of  any  other  man ;  but  it  seldom  or  never  be- 
comes his  ultimate  object.  He  always  looks  beyond 
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to  a  time  when  he  shall,  not  indeed  squander,  but 
enjoy,  that  which  he  is  so  asdduous  in  getting. 

But  though  the  sturdy  independence  of  John 
Bull  as  an  individual  has  many  advantages,  it  is 
not  without  its  evils  even  to  himself ;  for  in  conse- 
quence of  it,  John  cannot  see  the  use  of  many,  in- 
tellectual and  prudential  qualities,  which  are  appre- 
ciated and  exercised  by  the  rest  of  mankind.  Best- 
ing his  merit  more  in  himself  than  in  what  he  ac- 
quires or  does,  John  leaves  himself  uninformed  on 
many  points,  upon  which  it  would  be  better  that  he 
had  a  little  information.  For  instance,  though  his 
professional  or  business  education  be  generally  bet- 
ter than  that  o{  other  men,  he  is  as  generally  de- 
ficient in  knowledge  of  other  matters.  He  is  always 
a  well-constructed  machine;  but  there  are.  few 
instances  in  which  he  is  a  well-informed,  rational 
being.  He  hae  great  taste  too  in  his  profession ; 
but  he  is  very  tasteless  in  all  other  matters.  He  is 
also  very  knowing  in  every  thing  that  relates  to 
his  profesaon ;  but  in  all  other  matters  he  is  liable 
to  become  the  dupe  of  imposition.  This  evidently 
does  not  arise  from  any  want  of  capacity  for  acquir- 
ing information  and  taste,  and  circumspection; 
because  when  the  road  to  his  grand  object  lies 
through  these,  he  not  only  can  acquire,  but  actu- 
ally does  acquire,  as  great  a  proficiency  in  them 
as  in  ordinary  cases  he  does  of  matters  that  are 
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more  mechanical.  But  still,  in*  consequence  of 
this  devotedness  to  self,  and  to  a  single  pursuit 
for  the  sake  of  self,  the  majority  of  Englishmen, 
and  even  the  majority  of  those  in  the  Metropolis, 
have  very  crude  noti6ns  of  general  principles; 
and,  out  of  their  own  little  spheres,  they  are  con- 
stantly exposed  to  the  dieats  and  impodtions 
of  quacks — a  description  of  vermin  far  more 
numerous  and  successful  in  the  British  Metropolis^ 
than  in  any  other  city  of  the  world. 

Such  are  a  few  traces— fsdnt,  but  I  hope  faithful 
traces,  of  John  BuU^s  character;  and  making  al- 
lowance for  the  slight  changes  that  are  produced 
by  fo];eigh  importations,  they  form  the  substratum 
of  the  London  character,  Babylonish  as  it  is. 
Those  peculiarities  must,  indeed,  be  stronger  in 
London  than  they  are  throughout  the  other  parts 
of  England;  for  widely  as  it  is  spreading,  4nd 
great  and  rapid  as  is  the  increase  of  its  inhabit- 
ants, nobody  either  comes  to  London,  or  remains 
in  it,  as  a  matter  of  free  sentimental  and  intellec- 
tual choice.  The  higher  classes  throng  to  it  on 
account  of  its  fashions  and  its'  dissipation — ^be- 
cause there  are  more  to  be  seen,  and  especially 
more  to  see  them  there,  than  in  their  stately  but 
secluded  residences  in  the  country;  the  middle 
classes  throng  to  it  in  order  to  obtain  a  share  of 
its  wealth — to  draw  a  prize  in  the  lottery  of  specu- 
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lation,  or  of  trade;  and  there  the  former  classes 
are  gathered  together  from  the  hope,  that  in  so 
general  a  mart  for  labour  their  services  will  be 
sought  after  and  rewarded.  But,  notwithstand- 
ing all  its  allurements  to  ambition  and  hope,  and 
all  its  gratifications  to  the  senses,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  any  of  them  look  upon  London  in  the 
li^t  of  even  a  permanent  terrestrial  abode.  It  is 
their  inn,  as  it  were,— the  place  to  which  they 
resort  for  the  transaction  of  business,  and  all  its 
enjoyments  partake  more  of  the  nature  of  tavern 
carousals  than  of  the  calm  delights  of  home.  One 
meets  with  so  much  that  is  strange,  that  it  is  hot 
easy  to  divest  oneself  of  the  idea  of  being  also  a 
stranger ;  and  therefore,  every  time  that  one  comes 
in  contact  with  society,  the  transaction  is  wound 
up  and  completed,  as  if  one  were  never  to  enter 
the  same  society  again.  Every  thing  about  one  is 
so  great  and  so  changeable,  that  there  is  no  fellow- 
ship in  it ;  and  after  a  residence  of  twenty  years, 
one:  is  the  same  uninterested  and  uninteresting 
spectator  as  before.  The  eyes  and  the  ears  are  so 
constantly  strained  after  novelty,  and  one  novielty 
crowds  so  fast  after  another,  that,  the  heart,  even 
were  it  so  disposed,  has  not  leisure  to  become 
affected. 

But  if  such  a  society  be  unfavourable  to  the 
existence  of  the  more  intense  feelings— 4f  it  tend 
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to  make  people  obld,  |U)d  heartksi^  it  is  not  without 
its  advantages.  Wlijereth^  heart  is  deeply  affected, 
the  observation  nev6r  qw  \^  v0ry  vigorous ;  and 
for  this  reason,  a  mati  mc^y  Imo^v  move  and  judge 
better,  not  only  of  all  external  matters— all  subjects 
of  speculation  and  criticism^  but  of  human  natiue 
in  general,  and  human  character  in  particular  in- 
stances, while  a  mere  spectator  amid  the  crowds 
of  London,  than  if  be  were  in  a  place  where 
every  fhce  that  he  met  sent  a  pulse  throu^  his 
heart,  and  brought  a  glow  over  his  cheek.  The 
same  causes,  too,  which  take  off  the  scales  of  fed- 
ing~it  may  be  of  prejudice — ^from  the  eyes  ot  the 
observing  individual,  remove  the  cloaks  ot  conceal- 
ment from  those  whom  he  observes ;  and  the  very 
ignorance  and  consequent  indifference  which  each 
has  toward  all  whom  he  meets,  together  with  die 
politeness  which  is  necessary  to  render  a  heartless 
sodety  bearable,  throw  the  gates  of  experience  as 
wide  as  any  man  can  wish;  and  thus,  though 
Ijondon  may  not  be  the  place  in  which  one  may 
best  study  the  poetry  of  otie  species,  it  is  the  one 
in  which  to  study  the  prose,— just  as,  though  it 
be  not  the  place  to  exchange  sympathies,  it  is 
the  one  in  which  to  enjoy  comforts  and  full  inde- 
pendence. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE  CORPORATION. 


Being  motinted  in  their  best  array. 

Upon  a  oar,  and  who  bat  thej ! 

And  followed  by  a  world  of  tall  lads, 

That  merry  ditties  troll,  and  ballads, 

They  ride  with  many  a  good-morrow ; 

Crying,  Hey  for  our  town  I  through  the  borough. 

BUTLEm. 


Many  and  mited  as  are  the  elements  of  which 
Lond6n  is  eotnpodedy  there  is  perhaps  none  of  them 
so  perfectly  Babylonish  in  greatness  and,  in  confu- 
sion, as  its  Corporation.  That  rises  over  all  the 
other  Corporations  of  England  and  of  the  world, 
as  the  Tower  of  Babel  did  over  the  mud  hovels  of 
the  provincial  Chaldees.  Compared  v^ith  the  ample 
personages  which  fill  all  its  ranks,  they  of  "  the 
Athens^  are  no  better  than  a  set  of  miserable  scare- 
crows ;  and  it  sometimes  happens  that  in  wealth 
both  of  person  and  of  pui*se,  a  single  Alderman 
W6uld  fiirhish  ample  materials  for  provosting  the 
Norihem  City  during  a  century ;  while  the  Burgo- 
G  2 
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masters  of  Amsterdam,  notwithstanding  that  their 
doublets  and  so  forth  are  as  many  times  repeated 
as  the  folds  of  hide  in  the  shield  of  Ajax,  would 
be  outweighed  and  outmeasured  by  a  Liveryman  of 
the  Ward  of  Portsoken  or  Cripplegate.  The  most 
broad  and  beautiful  enjoyment  of  all  the  good 
things  of  this  world  are  so  palpably  stamped  upon 
every  thing  connected  with  it,  that  one  has  only 
to  look  upon  the  Corporation  of  London,  in  order 
to  pronounce  with  unerring  certainty  that  there, 
and  there  only,  is  to  be  found  the  paradise  of  the 
bowels.  Hence,  perhaps,  it  is  that  it  has  derived 
its  name  of  Corporation, — every  man  being,  in  cor* 
pore  stto,  complete  and  comfortable ;  and  from  the 
Lord  Mayor  himself  down  to  the  vergers  and 
mace-bearers,  nay,  even  to  the  horses  which  drag 
the  slow  majesty  of  the  state  coach,  and  to  the 
wheels  upon  which  that  coach  is  supported,  and 
the  cherubs  that  adorn  its  pannels,  every  thing  is 
an  emblem — an  accurate  and  appropriate  emblem — 
of  the  most  ample  and  uniform  good  cheer.  The 
very  dragons  which  stand  sentinel  at  the  dexter  and 
lunister  sides  of  the  civic  shield,  and  prevent  the 
cross  of  St.  Greorge,  and  the  dagger  of  Sir  William 
Walworth,  from  getting  into  the  hands  of  other 
beasts,  are  by  no  means  such  lanky  and  ill-fed  sup- 
porters as  one  may  find  hedging  in  the  escutcheon 
of  some  starveling  lord,— they  are  plump  and  com- 
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fortable,  and^  if  denuded  of  their  beaks  and 
their  claws,  they  might  pass  for  a  brace  of  chosen 
and  appropriate  geese,  worthy  of  the  Mansion- 
house  board  at  Michaehnas,  when  geese  and  Lord 
Mayors  are  in  the  very  bud  and  beauty  of  their 
greenness.  Even  in  the  crest  of  the  Civic  arms 
there  is  a  breadth,  a  quietude,  a  repose,  and  an 
indication  of  enjoyment,  which  cannot  be  perceived 
in  the  battle-axes,  and  scissor-blades,  and  homed 
moons,  which  throng  in  the  ranks  of  common  he- 
raldry. The  city  of  London  hoists  aloft,  over  all 
her  honours,  the  great  state  night-cap,  as  substan- 
tial and  as  soft  as  if  therein  the  ample  sconce  of 
her  first  magistrate  were  to  be  pillowed  during  the 
whole  twelvemonths  of  his  super-kingly  sway.  I  say 
super-kingly;  because,  from  AldgatePump  to  Tem- 
ple Bar,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  is  more  of  a 
monarch  than  the  King  of  England  ;  while,  when 
his  trained  bands  are  mustered,  each  grasping  the 
shining  steel,  and  eager  for  the  charge,  not  against 
men  merely,  but  against  whatever  moves  in  the 
air,  on  the  earth,  or  under  the  waters — ^has  wings, 
or  feet,  or  fins — ^he  is  more  mighty  in  his  state, 
better  supported  by  those  about  him,  and  more 
certain  of  triumph,  than  any  Emperor  in  the  world. 
Even  the  City  motto  bespeaks  or  partakes  of  the 
mild  and  broad  comfort  of  the  genuine  Civic  enjoy- 
ments; and  when  the  worthies  of  the  various  Wards 
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have  triumphed  over  solids  and  over  fluids,  ^Wj  Wfr^ 
so  many  Alexanders,  they  have  left' net  aaother 
world  of  flesh  or  of  wmc  to  be  won,  what  can^be- 
more  appropriate,  what  can  be  more  pious,  what 
can  be  more  necessary,  than  for  them  to  ehaont^  as 
their  parting  stave,  "  Dondne  dinge  «05,-H<Hir  way 
to  our  own  homes  !^ 

It  is  not  in  its  mere  state — in  its  external  pomp, 
however,  that  the  Great  Babylonian  Corporation 
rises  in  proud  majesty  over  every  other  Corporatioii 
in  the  world.  The  thing  is  really  mightier  than  it 
looks ;  and  even  the  state  barges  and  coaches,  which 
have  laid  the  gold-beater  and  the  vamish-maker 
under  heavier  contributions  than  those  of  any  other 
Municipal  establishment  in  the  world,  are  absolutely 
nothing  in  comparison  oi  that  latitude  of  power 
and  longitude  of  wisdom,  of  which  they  are  the 
corporeal  shadows.  Politically  speaking;  the  great 
Corporation  of  London  is  the  veiy  type  and  paU 
tern  of  the  British  Constitution;  and  a6  Britain 
has  been  changed  and  conquered,  while  London 
has  not,  it  may  very  fairly  be  argued  that  Ltondon 
is  not  only  the  elder  bom,  but  is  also  that  without 
whidi  the  other  could  not  have  existed. 

Like  the  British  Constitution,  the  Corporation 
of  London  is  made  up  of  three  estates;  like  Britain^ 
the  Corporation  of  London  has  its  dependent 
colomes'^the  ninety-one  chartered  Companies  c^ 
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Freemen;  like  Britidn,  London  has  its  own  ec- 
eleidastical  estaldishment,  and,  ]ike  Britain,  Lon- 
don has  its  annament  for  war, — ^it  has  those  sohd 
and  substantial!  heroes,  who»  from  the  time  of  Sir 
William  Walworth,  the  Mayor  who  smote  down  the 
rebd  in  Smithfield,  to  the  almost  equally  renown* 
ed  Mr.  John  6il|Hn,  who  lost  the  spolia  opima  in 
the  hurry  of  a  retreat,  as  masterly  as  that  of 
Moreau,  ai^  altiiost  as  disastrous  as  that  of  Moore, 
have  been  ai^gr^t—as  physically  great^ — ^in  armour 
and  in  arms,  as  any  heroes  of  whom  time  remem- 
bers the  achievements. 

In  the  kingly  state  of  its  Mayors,  London  has  a 
security  of  efficiency  and  greatness,  to  which  not 
England  herself  can  ^lay  claim.  The  Civic  monarch 
can  never  be  a  1n6\^lihg  infant,  or  a  doating  old 
man,  at  the  mercy  of  designing  courtiers.  He 
comes  into  office  in  the  beam  and  breadth  of  man- 
hood— when  no  sWaddling  band  could  girdle  even 
a  limb  of  him;  and  he  retires  from  office  before  age 
can  have  made  him  feeble,  or  power  tyrannical. 
Reformers  have  dreamt  dreams  and  seen  visions  of 
Annual  Parliaments;  but — O  the  moles !  they  have, 
in  poring  into  the  lumber-houses  of  Time  and 
Oblividn,  forgotten  that  which  stood  proud  and 
confessed'  befc^e  thdr  own  eyes :  they  have  forgot- 
ten die  Annual  King — t^at  grand  ne  plus  idtra  ot 
political  perfection ;  and  though  they  have,  hither- 
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to,  overlooked  it,  I  hope  that  they  will  now  take 
the  hint,  abandon  all  minor  matters,  and  cleave  to 
this.  The  wisdom  of  it  is  more  plain  and  palpable 
than  that  of  any  doctrine  which  they  have  hitherto 
broached,  and  the  foundation  of  it  is  more  firmly 
laid  in  fact,  than  that  of  the  Annual  Parliaments  is 
in  the  shadowy  darkness  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  times. 
When  Cart  wright,  the  great  Apostle  of  the  year,  first 
propounded  and  promulgated  his  annual  doctrine, 
he  had  no  better  foundation  upon  which  to  rest 
than  the  title  of  an  old  book,  "  De  Breva  Parlia- 
mentaria  Rediviva/^  which,  as  every  body  knows, 
he  translated,  ^^  Of  the  Restoring  of  Short  Parlia- 
ments.'^ But  had  he  left  the  classic  ground  of  Queen 
Square,  Westminster,  and  journeyed  as  far  as  King 
Street,  Cheapside,  he  might  not  only  have  beheld 
that  idol  of  his  soul,  an  Annual  Parliament,  but  the 
still  more  desirable  idol  of  an  Annual  King. 

But  the  Emperor  of  Babylon  the  Great  is  not 
only  more  perfect  in  his  day  and  generation  than 
the  monarch  of  England, — he  is,  like  him,  lord  both 
of  the  water  and  the  land.  He  is  not  only  the 
head  of  the  civil  government  within  the  City,  but 
first  Commissioner  of  the  Lieutenancy,  perpetual 
Coroner  and  Escheator  within  the  liberties  of  Lon- 
don  and  Borough  of  South wark ;  Chief  Justice 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Gaol  delivery  at  New- 
gate; Judge  of  the  Court  of  Wardmote  at  the 
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election  of  Aldermen;  Conservator  of  the  Rivers 
Thames  and  Medway ;  perpetual  Commissioner  in 
all  affairs  relating  to  the  river  Lee ;  and,  as  his 
offices  rise  and  broaden  in  majesty  like  those  of 

^^  Dalhousie^  the  great  god  of  war/' 
so  they  soften  into  a  like  soft  cadence  at  the  close. 
He  is  not  indeed, 

"  Lieutenant-colonel  to  the  Earl  of  Mar ;" 

but  he  has  a  far  more  appropriate  office, — he  is  Chief 
Butler  to  the  King  at  all  coronations, — as  if  no 
one  could  so  well  direct  a  general  jubilee  of  the 
bowels,  as  he,  in  and  about  whom  these  are  in  a 
state  of  perpetual  jubilation. 

These  are  high  and  honourable  offices,  and  highly 
and  honourably  are  they  filled.  No  hero  of  the 
world  can  be  better  adapted  either  for  making  a 
breach,  or  for  filling  up  one,  that  the  civil  mo- 
narch  of  the  mighty  Babylon.  An  ordinary  Lord 
Mayor  could  be  cut  into  six  Napoleons,  twelve 
Wellingtons,  and  I  wot  not  how  many  Nelsons ; 
and  if  Hamlet,  when  he  chose  to  moralize  upon 
Royal  clay,  had  turned  his  thoughts,  not  to  an 
Emperor  of  the  starveling  Romans,  but  to  one  of 
the  substantiality  of  the  Great  Babylon,  he  would 
never  have  so  much  as  hinted  at  that  clay  being 
employed  **  to  stop  a  bung-hole,**  but  would  have 
swelled  the  simile  to  the  thing  signified,  and  at 
once  declared  that  it  would  fill  the  whole  cask. 
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Into  the  nature  of  the  functions  of  this  great 
man  of  state,  per  mare  per  terram,  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  enter.  Tliey  stand  recorded  on  the  pages 
of  books,  and  in  the  faces  of  men ;  no  one  can  dwell 
within  the  limits  of  his  authority  durii^  the  changes 
of  a  year,  without  knowing  and  admiring  their  c^uIk 
Umity  and  their  substance.  When  he  yokes  tbe 
steeds  td  the  chariot  of  his  power,  they  and  it  have 
such  indications  of  majesty  and  strength  about 
them,  that  you  are  instantly  impressed  widi  the 
idea  that  he  is. going  forth  a  conqueror;  and 
when  Ins  sails  are  unfurled,  and  his  oars  banked^ 
whether  the  voyage  be  from  Kew  to  Richmond^  or 
{torn  Wapping  Stairs  to  Rochester  Bridge,  there  is 
more  of  pomp  and  ceremony — ^more  of  the  true 
sublime  about  it,  than  there  ever  was  in  the  Doge 
of  Venice  wedding  the  wild  waves  of  the  Adriarticy 
or  in  an  ordinary  navigator  going  forth  td  ^rdle 
the  world. 

No  Emperor  of  Babylon,  the  city  of  the  Chaldees, 
-^-no,  not  even  Nebuchadnezzar  himself,  who  first 
ocmquered  all  people,  and  kindreds,  and  tongues, 
and  languages,  and  then  set  up  the  golden  image  in 
the  plain  of  Dura,  commanding  them  to  worship  it, 
could  be  more  ^^  every  inch  a  King,^  than  him  of 
Babylon  the  €rreatr  Like  those  prototypes,  he  has 
dominion  over  the  tnrcumcised  remnant,  as  well  as 
over  the  heathen  nations;  like  them,  the  idds  of 
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Us  wonaliip  are  idols  of  gold ;  and  like  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, he  is  annually  driven  from  his  kingdom, 
not  indeed  to  ^'  eat  grass  like  oxen,**  but,  by  a  more 
sidbUme  and  satisfactcnry  process,  to  eat  oxen  like 
grass. 

According  to  the  andent  custom,  the  Babylonian 
ruler  was  chosen  from  and  by  the  whole  mass  of 
the  citizens,  who  assembled  for  'that  purpose  in  a 
general  Folk-mote  at  Paul's  Cross;  and  it  is  a 
singular  eoinddence,  that  just  six  years  after  the 
burgesses  of  the  modem  Athens,  and  of  Scotland 
generally,  lost  the  power  of  choosing  their  muni- 
cipal rulers,  the  Great  Babylon  became  a  doier 
Corporation  than  it  had  been  in  preceding  times* 
in  1475,  the  general  Polhmote  was  abolished  by 
authority,  and  the  election  of  the  Lord  Mayor 
vested  in  the  Aldermen,  the  Common  Council,  and 
the  Master,  Wardens  and  Liverymen  of  the  City 
Companies.  That  the  time  at  which  the  citizens 
of  the  two  extremities  oi  the  country  were  de- 
prived of  their  frandiise  should  have  b^n  the 
same,  is  exceedii^ly  curious ;  and,  as  no  connexion 
can  be  supposed  to  have  existed  between  their 
governments,  which  were  then  in  a  state  of  open 
hostility,  it  would  be  worth  while  to*  inquire  what 
were  the  cireumstaaces  which  led  to  this  general 
diserifranchisement,  and  Wheth^  the  causes  by 
which  it  was  produced  had  any  effect  in  bring- 
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ing  about  that  re-action  which  has  given  so  much 
importance  to  individual  men  and  individual  exer- 
tions in  modem  times. 

But  though  the  Babylonians  were  thus  deprived 
of  the  general  power  of  election,  the  system  was 
still  left  so  wide  as  to  form  a  very  complete  barrier 
against  party  compact  and  individual  corruption ; 
and  though  it  be  not  possible  to  find  an  annual 
succession  of  very  wise  men  to  fill  the  Civic  chair, 
.  such  has  been  the  zeal  of  the  electors  to  preserve 
the  considerable  portion  of  freedom  that  remains 
to  them,  that  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  has  ge- 
nerally, in  so  far  as  his  judgment  has  served  him, 
been  a  liberal  man.  It  must  be  admitted,  that 
there  is  something  in  the  very  fact  of  his  being 
first  magistrate  of  the  first  city  in  the  world,  which 
of  itself  prompts  him  to  be  liberal ;  and  as  care  is 
taken  in  the  election  of  the  Aldermen,  to  whom  he 
always  belongs,  that  his  fortune  shall  be  such  as 
to  place  him  above  the  temptation  of  ordinary  bri- 
bery, there  is,  perhaps,  little  fault  to  be  found 
with  the  manner  in  which  he  is  elected, — ^more 
especially  as  all  the  acts  of  his  government  are 
liable  to  be  scrutinized  by  the  Common  Council, 
who,  though  certainly  not  the  wisest,  are  about  the 
most  headstrong  and  clamorous  set  of  men  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth.  In  former  times,  the  Lord 
Mayor  was  a  partaker  in  that  divinity  with  which 
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kings  are  fenced  rounds  to  guard  them  against  the 
touch  and  profanation  of  the  vulgar;  and  there 
have  been  instances  in  which  citizens  have  b^n  be- 
headed for  attempting  to  resist  his  authority,  and 
also  where  sheriffs  have  been  fined  for  kneehng  at 
the  same  shrine  with  them,  fiut  somehow  or 
other,  that  divinity  has  b^n  allowed  to  depart ;  so 
that  now,  either  sheriff  or  citizen,  if  he  goes  not 
too  roughly  about  it,  may  "  take  Sackerson  by 
the  chain,''  with  perfect  impunity. 

The  second  estate  of  the  Babylonian  Corpora- 
tion consists  of  twenty-six  Aldermen  of  the  dif- 
ferent Wards.  These  constitute  the  Babylonian 
nobility,  and  both  in  purse  and  in  person  they 
would  outweigh  double  the  number  of  nobles  of 
any  other  sort.  Had  Caesar  been  King  of  Britain, 
these  had  formed  his  privy  council,  as  a  matter  of 
course :  they  are  ^^  sleek-headed  men  that  sleep  o' 
ni^ts;''  and  one  would  just  as  soon  look  for  a 
seditiojus  combination  among  St.  Paul's  and  the 
Guildhall,  and  the  Mansion-house,  as  among 
any  three  Aldermen  of  the  City, — ^those  of  the 
Ward  of  Farringdon  Without  excepted,  who  have, 
of  late  years  at  leasts  been  remarkable  for  the  an- 
gularity of  their  visages,  the  lankness  of  their 
stomachs,  and  the  consequent  restlessness  of  their 
dispositions.  It  is  not,  however,  in  the  substantial 
breadth  of  their  own  proper  corporations,  and  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


94  BABYLON    THE    GEEAT. 

capacious  depth  of  their  pockets,  ahme,  l^iat  the 
semblance  of  nobility  inheres  in  those  Babyknmn 
sages.  Each  of  them  is  ^^  justice  of  the  peace 
and  coram,''— having  dominion  over  teil  times  as 
many  human  beings  as  the  proudest  Baron  in  di^s 
of  yore ;  and,  compared  with  the  peers  of  Pariia- 
laenty  they  are,  in  authority  as  well  as  in  affluence, 
as  giants  to  children.  Your  parliamentary  peer 
is  always  held  as  being  the  more  honourable,  the 
farther  he  is  personally  removed  from  that  ance&^ 
tor,  in  consequence  of  whose  doings,  good  or  bad, 
the  peerage  was  conferred.  They  are  production^ 
of  nature, — ^have  no  more  merit  in  the  title  whidi 
they  bear,  than  a  turnip  has  in  its  shape  or  a  tulip 
in  its  colour.  A  man  is  bom  a  peer,  and  though  he 
be  the  wisest  or  most  foolish  of  his  generation,  his 
stahis  in  society  is  not  thereby  altered  a  single 
jot.  But  no  man  is  bom  an  alderman, — sudi  an 
honour  as  it  is,  it  is  an  honour  to  be  won.  The 
candidate  mu^t  acquire  wealth,  and  eat  his  way 
through  many  and  strong  fortifications  of  the 
Babel;  and  thus  the  two  grand  Civic  points  are 
made  sure, — a  Babylonian  peer  can  always  keep 
the  dignity  of  the  city  in  its  chosen  characteristic, 
and  he  can  always  affbrd  to  do  so. 

The  third  estate  are  the  Common  Councillors, — ■- 
the  Commons  as  it  were, — ^the  speaking  part  of  the 
Corporation,  who,  though  they  open  their  mouths 
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as  \Mdb  as:  the  mai  of  \xkore  jample  yoltiine  and 
iioiuiur^.  arei  not  yet  fed  up  to  the  pn^r  weight  of 
Babylonian  magistracy.  The  others  are  the  rulers 
of  Babylon ;  but  these  are  the  great  Babylon  it- 
self ;  and  whosoever  shall  listen  to  their  oratorical 
dispiaj3,  will  behold  a  mightier  and  more  miracu- 
lous tonfas»>n  of  language  than  took  place  when 
the  aspirints  of  the  ancient  prototjrpe  were  con- 
founded. Among  them  of  old  it  required  the 
blending  together  of  many  toBgaes,  ere  the  motley 
q)eedi  ccHitd  be  rendered  unintelligible;  but  the 
modems  go  to  work  by  an  improved  method,— firar, 
out  of  one  language — ay,  out  of  somewhat  less 
ibsaa.  one  language,  they  contrive  to  mix  up  an 
oratory,  the  niceties  of  which  not  all  the  scholars, 
versed  in  all  the  languages  of  the  world,  could  at 
times  so  unravel,  as  to  get  out  a  single  ^impse  of 
meaning. 

This  extraordinary  power  of  combination  and 
confusion  m  by  no  means  confined  to  what  is 
sp^en, — it  goes  into  the  current  of  action,  and 
impresses  its  genuine  characters  upon  every  thing 
which  emanates  &om,  or  belongs  to,  the  Babylon 
man  Corporation.  Their  Emperor  does  not,  like 
the  Eoip^^ors  of  the  East,  keep  himself  apart  from 
the  r0st  in  cold  and  haughty  state;  neither  do 
dieir  peers,  like  the  peers  of  the  West,  retire  into 
their  own  chamber  of  privileges,  and  close  the 
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doors  upon  the  untitled  Commons.  No  doubt  a 
chair — ^an  ample  and  a  strong  chtdr,  is  furnished 
for  the  ruler  of  the  year ;  and  a  board,  elevated  as 
it  were  the  shopboard  in  a  tailor'^s  manufactory,  is 
provided  for  the  chiefs  of  Portsoken  and  Cripple- 
gate,  and  Cheap  and  the  other  Wards;  but  when 
the  confusion  of  tongues  begins — when  the  Eing'*s 
English  is  bent  into  every  shape,  and  hammered 
to  every  variety  of  sound,  the  whole  equally  help 
forward  the  confusion. 

This  Babylonian  fulness  and  force  of  contrast  is 
no  where  more  strikingly  evinced  than  in  that  pile 
wherein  the  Chaldeans,  the  Soothsayers,  and  all 
the  other  wise  men  of  the  body  corporate  display 
their  powers  in  forensics  and  in  feaJstinga— carve 
by  tutns  the  King^s  English  and  fat  bucks  and 
beeves,  till,  in  the  disjointed  bones  and  sepa- 
rated fragments,  all  trace  and  all  knowledge  of 
the  ori^nal  form  and  structure  of  both  be  equally 
lost.  This  hall— the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of 
London,  is  a  ne  plus  ultra  in  every  thing  there- 
abouts. It  forms,  and  very  appropriately  forms, 
the  termination  of  King  Street;  you  canpot 
get  beyond  it,  and  therefore,  whenever  you  pass 
into  the  street,  you  are  constrained  to  lift  up 
your  eyes  and  wonder  at  it  as  the  chef  d^ocuvre 
and  finish  of  all  the  systems  of  architecture  that 
the  chisel  of  builder  could  fashion,  or  the  imagina- 
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tion  of  arjtist  devise.  The  ancient  Hindoo  is 
said  to  hive  borrowed  the  structure  of  his  tem- 
ples— the  wonders  of  Elephanta  and  Elora,  from 
glimpses  of  his  paradise,  which  have  been  given 
to  him  by  Vishnu,  during  his  nine,  successive  in- 
carnations; and  Elephanta  and  Elora  are  thence 
said  to  have  derived  their  sublimity.  The  ancient 
Egyptians  constructed  their  temples  and  raised 
their  pyramids  after  the  model  of  the  rocks  of 
Ambu  Greshan,  and  they  again  have  the  attributes 
of  imntensity  and  duration  which  belong  to  those 
giant  fragments.  The  Greeks  reared  their  struc- 
tures upon  principles  of  philosophy  and  taste,  at  a 
time  when  the  passions  and  the  genius  of  mun  were 
his  gods,  and  when  legitimate  worship  was  the 
adoration  of  whatever,  in  fancy  or  in  fact,  the 
human  powers  could  create ;  the  temples  of  the 
Greeks  are  therefore  the  perfection  of  terrestrial 
beauty.  The  more  stem  and  savage  tribes  of  the 
North,  agaiji,  came  from  the  black  gloom  of  those 
forests  in  which  the  blood  of  man  was  shed  to 
gratify  the  cruelty  of  gods,  of  whom  a  more 
kindly  and  airy-minded  people  would  have  been 
ashamed  to  make  devils ;  they  could  therefore  see 
no  grandeur  and  no  subhmity,  except  in  swelling 
boles,  interarching  branches,  and  clustering  leaves 
— ^he  gloom,  the  coldness,  the  death-like  silence  of 
a  forest,  ever  dripping  with  dews  and  impervious  to 
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the  beams  of  the  sun ;  and  hence  the  giant  oak 
and  the  witching  ehn  were  the  types  of  their 
architecture. 

The  wise  men  of  Babylon  have  done  mighti^* 
things  than  these :  in  this,  the  model  and  master- 
piece of  their  taste,  they  have  contrived  to  blend 
into  one  mighty  mass  the  architecture  of  the  In- 
dians, the  Egyptians,  the  Greeks,  and  the  6t>ths ; 
to  which  they  have  added  a  style  that  is  peculiarly 
and  properly  their  own,  and  which,  though  it  be  in 
perfection  only  here,  may  be  traced  in  every  hall 
and  in  every  building,  over  which  either  the  great 
Corporation,  or  any  of  its  subservient  corpuses,  has 
a  veto,— the  architecture  of  pies  and  custards.  This 
is  quite  natural — as  it  should  be;  there  is  no 
evidence  that  Indian,  Eg)rptian,  Greek,  or  Goth, 
set  rubric  uponi  the  front  of  his  dwelling-house,  the 
deeds  which  were  done  within ;  but,  as  the  citizens 
of  the  great  Babylon  proclaim  upon  the  sign-board 
what  is  doing  or  done  in  the  house,  congruity 
requires  that  their  pubUc  buildings  should  have  the 
same  kind  of  symbolical  exterior, — that  where  they 
consume  the  labours  of  the  pastry-cook,  there^ 
should  be  some  type  of  his  art  to  invite  them 
thither;  and  that,  as  men  fare  more  sumptuously, 
in  greater  numbers,  and  to  a  greater  extent,  in  this 
same  Guildhall,  than  in  any  other  fabric  between 
Jupiter  and  Saturn,  (when  the  one  is  in  the  su- 
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perior  and  the  other  in  the  inferior  part  of  its  orbit,) 
it  is  not  fitting  that  such  a  breadth  of  substantial 
joy  should  be  hidden  even  under  the  ample  roof  of 
this  grand  temple  of  the  Gulosic  divinities,  but 
that  the  beam  out  of  the  timber  and  the  stone  out 
of  the  wall. should  proclaim  the  fervency  and  the 
extent  to  which  these  are  adored* 

*  Nor  is  this  perfect  congruity— this  moral  keeping 
between  the  sign  and  the  thing  signified,  confined 
to  those  buildings  and  objects  which  are  devoted  to 
Civic  purposes.  In  house  and  in  hall,  upon  church 
and  upon  monument,  the  workings  of  the  graving- 
tool  tell,  and  the  dull  block  and  duller  stone  pro- 
claim, the  fullness  and  fatness  of  Civic  enjoyment, 
and  breathe  out  all  the  consequent  expressions  of 
quietude  and  repose.  Take  any  Babylonian  temple, 
from  St.  Dunstan^s  in  the  West  to  St.  Leonardos 
Shoreditch,  and  as  far  about  and  around  as  you 
choose  to  go,  and  just  look  at  the  winged  buttocks 
of  beef,  legs  of  mutton,  and  hands  of  pork,  which 
the  truly  Babylonian  genius  has  moulded  into 
dierubim  and  seraphim  over-  the  door-ways ;  and 
if  the  most  sleep-compelling  yawn  do  not  steal  over  , 
you,  scrft  as  the  falling  foot  of  Night,  then  M<Mpheus 
and  you  have  no  consanguinity,  and  you  may  go 
range  with  the  fox  or  sing  with  the  nightingale. 
Even  the  genius  of  Wren  himself  could  not  raise 
the  solid  Babylonian  clay  to  the  airy  lightness  of 
h2 
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celestial  shapes.  Vitruvius  and  Palladio  lent  him 
the  measuring  line  and  the  compasses^  by  which  to 
gauge  the  dimensions  c^  his  colamns  and  set  off 
the  angles  x)f  his  pediments;*  but  for  the  sweet 
little  cherubs  which  hang  uppn  his  friezes,  and 
wanton  in  the  canopies  of  his  niches,  h^  had  no 
type  save  the  infant  Aldermen  of  Vintry  and' Can- 
dlewiok ;  and  therefore  upon  St.  Bride^s,  St^  Paul% 
Bow,  and  every  where  else  th^t  a  graven  image  of 
an  ethereal  sprite  sports  a  dieek  or  displays  a 
wing,  it  may  safely  be  said  that  the  great  Babylon 
possesses  the  fattest  of  angelic  ^militudes. 

Nor  are  the  monumental  sculptures  behind  in 
thi&  comfortable  obesity :  this  is  true  of  them  every 
where;  but  no  where  is  it  so  complete^  and  uni^ 
versally  true,  as  in  that  Hall  where  theCitieens 
assemble  to  eat  their  dinners,  or  to  choose  their 
representatives.  No  matter  to  whom  the  monu- 
mait  may  happen  to  be  created,  or  what  may  be 
tte  allegorical  or  other  sculptures  with  which  it  is 
adorned ;  for  the  idea  first  in  the  thoughts  and  ever 
at  the  hearts  of  both  patrons  and  patronized— the 
grand  subject  which  all  those  masses  of  matter 
m  reaUty  perpetuate,  is,  the  chosen  laresy  the  genio 
loci  o(  the  place,-«superabundant  good  cheer — 
a  feast  of  fat  things,  full,  very  full  of  marrow.  To 
your  left  of  the  inner  door — the  door  which  leads 
you  from  the  hall  of  jubilation  to  the  hall  of  justice. 
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and  beyond  tlmt  to  the  hall  of  the  confusion  of 
tongiies,  stands  William  Beckford,  Esq.,  every  indi 
a  Mayor,— *so  strfl,  yet  so  superlatively  massy,  that 
you  never  for  a  moment  suspect  him  of  being  the 
real  author  of  that  speech,  for  the  delivery  of  which 
he  has  been  rewarded  with  the  goodly  gown  and 
cauliflower  wig,  which  give  so  much  of  the  inertia 
(rf  a  man  of  peace  to  this  great  mountain  of  marble. 
To  his  right  stands  the  great  Earl  of  Chatham, 
habited  like  a  senator  of  Rome,  and  repo»ng  his  left 
hand  upon  an  exceedingly  well  carved  effigy  dT— 
the  rudder  of  the  City  barge:  around  him  crowd  the 
suh^tantial  Graces  of  T^udgate  Hill  and  Fleet  Street, 
which  are  said  in  the  descripti(Mis  to  represent  Com- 
merce, and  Britannia,  and  the  City  of  London. 
Commerce  is  engaged  in  flirtation  with  the  patriotic 
statesman,  at  which  the  mighty  Babylon,  most  ap- 
propriately crowned  with  a  kom-workj  is  looking  a 
little  gruff;  and  four  infant  Quarters  of  the  World 
are  emptying  into  the  lap  of  Britannia  the  frag- 
moits  of  a  City  feast.  So,  indeed,  they  may ;  for 
evory  figure  in  the  group  appears  to  have  fared  so 
well,  as  that  there  is  not  the  least  need  for  saving 
the  crumbs.  Opposed  to  the  monument  of  the  Earl 
of  ChiU;bam  stands,  and  very  properly  stands,  that 
of  his  eloquent  son,  which  a  stranger  would  be  apt 
to  mistake  for  him  of  Walcheren — so  substantial  are 
the  lineaments  and  so  stiDy  the  featvires  of  the  de- 
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patted  orator.  All  else  about  him  is  in  fine  keep- 
ing; and  the  Mercury,  were  it  not  for  the  little  bat- 
wings  and  Mambrino's  helmet,  might  be  mistaken 
for  an  apotheosis  of  that  generous  model  of  Al- 
dermen— Sir  William  Curtis.  In  another  quarter 
they  have  stumbled  upon  the  immortal  Nelson ;  but 
finding  him  too  ethereal  for  their  purpose,  they 
have  again  had  recourse  to  the  nymphs  of  the 
Fleet,  and  generously  taught  the  art  of  sign-paint- 
ing to  as  substantial  a  dame  as  ever  monopolized 
two-thirds  of  the  foot  pavement  between  Bride 
Lane  and  Temple  Bar.  Even  here  they  have  not 
forgot  themselves ;  for  they  have  made  old  Nep- 
tune a  liveryman  of  the  City,  and  predicted  that  the 
monument  will  be  co-existent  with  the  Great  Ba- 
bylon  itself.  All  these,  however,  are  but  approxi- 
mations to  the  true  Babylonian  taste,  and  the  ge- 
nuine Babylonian  models ;  but  there  are  two  pieces 
of  choice  workmanship,  which  are  so  interwoven 
with  the  history  of  the  Corporation,  that  the  same 
shades  of  night  hang  over  their  origin,  and  though 
there  cannot  be  thd' least  doubt  that  they  are  the 
types  of  two  quondam  Lords  Mayor,  yet  their 
names  have  slid  from  the  remembrance  even  of  the 
City  Remembrancer;  and  the  wondering  multitude, 
not  knowing  what  else  to  call  them,  have  bestowed 
upon  them  the  names  of  Grog  and  Magog.  The 
most  remarkable   circumstance   about   these   twd 
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figures,  is  the  fact  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's  having 

taken  them  as  his  model  for  the  two  giants,  which 

are  so  well  described  in  his  poem  of  Don  Roderic, — 

''Grim  sentinels  against  the  upper  wall^ 

Of  molten  bronze^  two  statues  hold  their  place."      ' 

Gog  and  Magog  are  not  of  bronze  indeed, — ^that 
being  all  at  the  other  end  of  the  Hall,  where  the 
hustings  are  erected ;  but  still,  whoever  will  com- 
pare those  marvellous  figures  with  the  description 
given  by  the  poet,  must  at  once  allow  that  he 
Coul4  have  had  his  eye  or  his  mind  upon  none 
other. 

Indeed,  every  thing  about  this  great  Hall  speaks 
of  Babylon ;  and  when  an  ordinary  man  enters  it 
in  the  glory  of  its  Civic  display,  either  of  the 
tongue  or  of  the  teeth,  he  feels  as  though  he  were 
entering  not  a  new  land  merely,  but  a  new  state 
of  being.  The  essences  of  things — ^the  semina 
rmmy  are  so  jumbled  together-^-the  Hall  itself  is 
80  much  Gothic,  and  so  much  not  Gothic — ^the 
sly  doors  for  admitting  cooks  and  butlers,  are  so 
numerous  and  so  conveniently  situated  —  the 
thrcm^g  citizens  are  so  independent  in  their  own 
rotundity,  and  so  heedless  whose  sides  they  may 
punch,  or  upon  whose  toes  they  may  tread — and 
those  appropriate  and  '  perennial  Aldermen,  Gog 
and  Magog,  Esquires,  already  mentioned,  look 
down  upon  and  govern  the  whole  with  so  grave 
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and  characteristic  majesty, — that,  if  you  have  been 
dabbling  in  the  shallow  waters  of  modem,  ay,  or 
of  ancient  taste,  you  must  come  forth  of  them  and 
wipe  you  dry,  before  you  can  understand  either 
the  things  or  the  men  congregated  together,  at  this 
great  safety-valve  of  Babylonian  unquenchable  fire, 
—a  safety-valve  which  is  of  unspeakable  advan- 
tage ;  for,  were  it  not  allowed  from  time  to  time  to 
puff  away,  of  a  surety  there  is  in  the  men  who  re- 
sort hither  as  much  of  the  matter  of  fire  as  might 
endanger  not  merely  the  safety  of  one  State,  but 
the  stability  of  a  world  or  of  a  system. 

The  eloquence  and  the  enjoyment  of  which  Gog 
and  Magog  are  alternately  made  spectators,  are 
well  worthy  of  the  choicest  words  that  could  be 
picked  out  of  the  most  copious  dictionary ;  but  they 
are  by  much  too  important  for  coming  in  at  the  end 
of  a  chapter  already  somewhat  lengthened,  and 
therefore  they  must  in  the  mean  time  be  delayed. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

BABYLONIAN  MEN   AND  WOMEN. 


'  God  created  mah  in  bis  own  image :    in  tke  image  of  Go4 
a*eated  He  Mm  ;  male  and  female  created  He  thenu^^ 

The  Bible. 


.  Although  I  have  seen,  meet  to  erect  this  text 
€i.  Scripture,  as  a  sort<  of  breast-work  to  defend 
what.  I  mean.  to.  advance  in  this  chapter,  no  one 
needs,  on:  that  account,  put  himself  prematurely 
into  the.  attitude . of  repose,  as  though,  a  formal 
homily  '  w«re -  to  be  inflicted  upon  him;  and 
altbou^  I  have  directed  the  printer  to  mark  in 
Italics  those  words  in  that  text,  which  are  said  to 
have  ffven  some  divines  of  the  severer  caste  a 
leaping  toward  Mahometism,  no  fair  reader  must 
thence  infer  that  I  would  even  hint  at' the  total 
mortality  of.  beings  so  lovely,  or  surmise  that 
those  of  our.  race,  .who  are  the.  most  angelic  both 
in  .form:  and.  in  mind,  in  this  world,  are  to  be 
deemed  less  meet .  companions  of  their  kindred 
angels; in  the,  next,  than  they. of  less  lovely  mien 
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and  less  heavenly  temperament.  My  only  object 
is  to  introduce  a  few  paragraphs  descriptive  of 
the  general  character  of  the  men  and  the  women 
of  the  Babylon,  before  I  proceed  to  the  dissection 
and  delineation  of  the  several  classes  whereof  the 
mighty  total  is  composed. 

Notwithstanding  all  those  who  are  continually 
adding  to  it  by  birth  and  subtracting  from  it  by 
death — all  who  are  arriving  and  imparting  to  it,  in 
whole  or  iti  part,  the  manners  and  the  characters 
of  other  places,  observation  may  trace,  in  the 
moving  and  mingling  mass  of  the  Babylonian 
population,  a. character  which  belongs  to  them- 
selves, and  which  cannot  be  predicated  of  the 
people  of  any  other  locality.  But  it  is  a  charac- 
ter, the  lines  of  which  are  so  broad  and  so  blended 
with  each  other,  that  the  tracing  of  them  is  no 
easy  matter.  In  a  small  society— Hsome  dozen, 
gome  hundred,  or  even  some  thousand  people,  one 
can  take  the  individuals  apart,  study  them,  and 
from  that  study  compose  a  character  of  the  whole ; 
but  who  shall  take  the  detail  of  a  million — a  mil- 
lion too,  of  which  the  half  would  be  gone  ere  the 
tenth  part  could  be  understood  ?  As  little  is  it 
possible  to  arrive  at  the  Babylonian  character,  by 
examining  systems  of  education  and  ranks  and 
habits  of  life.  It  is  a  mass  which  cannot  be  de- 
composed— ^a  whole  which  no  one  can  separate  into 
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parts;  and  therefore,  unless  some  general  notion 
of  it  can  be  obtained,  one  stands  a  chance  of  de- 
scribing a  man  of  some  particular  province,  instead 
of  making  the  least  approximation  to  what  man  is 
in  London:  but  yet,  without  some  such  previous 
knowledge,  (call  it  previous  guess,  if  you  will,)  the 
detail  would  be  deficient  in  clearness,  and  destitute 
of  unity. 

It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  the  general  Baby- 
lonian character  is  the  absence  of  all  individual 
peculiarity  and  importance — a  losing  of  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  compound  which  they  form ; 
for  the  very  aggregation  of  so  many  human 
beings  gives  them  a  something  uncommon-r-a 
something,  too,  which  they  could  never  acquire  in 
a  smaller,  more  united,  and  more  scrutinizing 
society.  In  a  place  of  such  moral  and  social  free- 
dom, a  hundred  dead  weights  are  taken  off,  and  a 
man  moves  toward  the  gratification  of  his  passions 
and  his  appetites,  with  a  seciuity  and  a  speed 
that  are  no  where  else  to  be  equalled.  Notwith- 
standing the  magnitude  of  the  place,  and  the 
abundance  of  every  thing  that  can  administer  even 
to  the  most  fictitious  desires  of  London  society, 
there  is  a  sameness,  a  dullness,  and  a  routine 
about  it,  which  render  the  more  airy  and  imagi- 
native faculties  of  man  of  comparatively  Uttle 
avail,  and  close  the  books  of  fancy  and  curiosity 
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in  the  same  proportion  as  those  of  comfort  and 
enjoyment  are  laid  open.  To  the  inhabitants  of 
London,  it  is  almost  in  vain  that  the  year  brings 
round  its  magic  changes ;  for  they  know  not  of 
the  breathing  spring,  the  blooming  summer,  the 
rich  autumn,  and  the  ruin-spreading  winter.  To 
tbem  it  boots  little  whether  the  south  wind  blows 
soft  its  odoury  breath,  or  the  chilly  north-east 
covers  the  land  with  its  spiculse  of  ice.  The 
alternations  with  which  they  are  conversant,  are 
darkness  and  light,  cold  and  heat,  moisture  and 
drought ;  and  such  is  the  extent  of  their.artifice  and 
contrivance,  that  the  greatest  even  of  these  is  very 
much  diminished.  Thus  one  whole  series  of  ex- 
citements, and  of  excitements,  too,,  which  have  a 
very  powerful  influence  in  the  formation  of  the 
human  character,  cease  to  operate ;  and  the  perma* 
nent  inhabitants  of  London— the  majority  of  its 
inhabitants,  are  thus  left  without  a  schooling 
which  is  in  continual  exercise,  in  places  where 
man  has  not  his  own  works  constantly  between  him 
and  the  operations  of  Nature. 

But  there  is  another  privation :  the  inhabitants 
of  London  are,  in  a  great  measure,  cut  off  from 
all  intercourse  with,  and  consequently  from  all 
knowledge  of,  Natiire  herself.  What  Cowper 
said  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  is  as  true,  if  not 
more  true,  in  a  physical  one — 
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'^  God  made  the  country,  and  man  made  the  town." 
Whatever  presents  itself  to  the  Londoner,  is  in 
some  shape  or  other  the  handy-work  of  man,  and 
except  in  his  own  species,  and  it  is  but  partial 
even  there,  he  never  beholds  the  unsophisticated 
or  unaltered  workings  of  man'*s  Maker.  The  plants 
upon  which  he  looks  are  exotic  and  forced,  and 
if  they  were  not  kept  alive  by  artifical  means 
they  would  die;  the  animals  which  meet  his  eye 
are  either  fattened  for  the  slaughter,  or  trained  for 
pleasure;  the  stones  are  chiselled  into  artificial 
shapes ;  the  clay  is  moulded  into  forms ;  the  earth 
has  all  been  shovelled  into  a  new  place ;  the  course 
of  the  water  has  been  changed ;  and  even  the 
mire  through  which  he  wades  in  winter,  and  the 
dust  by  which  he  is  clouded  in  summery  are 
things  of  his  own  manufacture.  There  is  no- 
thing, in  short,  except  the  celestial  bodies, 
and  these  he  does  not  see  very  often,  upon 
which  he  can  turn  his  views,  but  suggests  to  him 
the  necessity  of  human  labour,  not  only  for  the 
value,  but  for  the  very  existence  of  things.  .This 
necessarily  shuts  him  out  from  many  of  the  finest 
sources  of  speculation — from  much  of  what  is 
philosophical,  and  more  of  what  is  fanciful ;  and 
leaves  him  no  resource  but  to  fall  down  arid 
worship  the  idols  which  his  own  fingers  have 
framed. 
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There  is  a  third  privation:  that  utter  insig- 
nificance of  the  individual  to  which  I  have  abeady 
alluded,  and  that  absence  of  all  disposition  to  pry 
into  the  conduct  and  character  of  his  neighbours, 
which  makes  the  inhabitant  of  such  a  place  so  very 
civil  as  a  man  of  business,  and  so  very  suave  as  a 
common  acquaintance,  strike  at  the  very  root  of 
those  passions  which  give  to  the  human  character 
its  strength  both  of  good  and  of  ill,  and  make  him 
as  insignificant  in  the  mental  part  he  bears,  as 
in  the  social.  No  doubt  the  inhabitant  of  such  a 
place  has  his  external  excitements ;  and  those  ex- 
citements are  very  numerous,  and  seem^  to  one  not 
long  accustomed  to  them,  charming  and  varied 
without  end.  The  picture  which  is  set  before  him 
is  a  great,  a  glowing,  and  a  crowded  one;  but  it 
wants  chiar*  oscuro  and  repose :  and  they  who  have 
once  known  other  things,  and  have  afterwards  been 
for  any  length  of  time  forced  to  find  their  pleasures 
ki  crowds  and  spectacles— ay,  and  even  in  Courts 
and  in  Kings,  can  tell,  with  the  sickness  of  satiety 
and  the  bitterness  of  ^nnui,  how  much  of  real  satis- 
faction is  in  them. 

Such  are  some  of  the  leading  circumstances  or 
necessities  which  contribute  to  tlie  formation  of  the 
Babylcmian  character;  and  as  they  are  negative — 
an  abstraction  of  character  as  it  exists  in  other 
places,  they  clear  the  way  for  the  positive  circum- 
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Stances  which  form  the  character  that  predominates 
in  this  mighty  metropolis^  —  a  character  which 
might  be  summed  up  in  few  words — a  desire  to 
gratify  the  appetites  and  passiQns,  and  exertions  to 
obtain  th,e  means  of  those  gratifications. 

Those  who  are  bom  and  educated  in  Londcm^ 
have  no  idea  of  any  wealth  or  possession  except 
what  is  produced  by  labour  or  business  of  some 
kind  or  other ;  and  they  who  are  attracted  to  Lon- 
don soon  become  converts  to  the  same  belief.  The 
means  of  sensual  gratification  are  every  where  so 
inviting,  and,  if  the  price  can  be  afforded,  so  acces- 
sible, that  the  cupidity  of  gaining  and  the  luxury  of 
spending  come  together ;  and  come  with  so  mudi 
force,  that  if  they  come  early  in  life  they  prevent 
all  change  in  the  sequel,  and  even  if  they  come  late, 
they  soon  obliterate  whatever  of  more  airy  im- 
pression and  tendency  there  may  have  been  before. 

Where  there  is  so  much  of  competition,  success 
cannot  be  obtained  unless  by  the  most  diligent  and 
persevering  attention,  and  by  the  most  civil  and 
courteous  deportment:  nor  are  these  alone  suf- 
ficient ;  for  there  is  an  emulation  of  talent — a  strife 
for  excellence,  arising  partly  from  the  abstractions 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  and  partly  from  the 
necessity  to  which  I  now  allude,  that  always  has 
pven,  and  always  will  continue  to  ^ve,  to  the  j»o- 
ductions  of  London  invention  and  London  art,  a 
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superiority  over  those  of  every  other  place:    but 

this  very  circumstance,  which  in  itself  commands 

the  admiration  of  other  people,  has  by  no  means  an 

elevating  eflFect  upon  the  artists  themselves.     The 

division  of  labour  has  in  all  cases  reduced  the  man 

in  a  general  intellectual  point  of  view,  as  much'  as 

it  has  enhanced  the  value  of  that  which  his  labour 

produces ;  and  in  the  eye  of  sound  philosophy — 

that  philosophy  which  looks  over  the  possession  and 

trappings  of  men  to  their  heads,  the  rude  peasant, 

who  constructs  all  the  clumsy  coverings  of  his 

body  and  conveniences  of  his  hut,  contemplating 

the  volume  of  Nature  in  the  intervals  of  his  labour^ 

is  a  being  of  a  much  more  exalted  character  than 

he  who  strings  a  pearl  or  polishes  a  diamond,  or 

even  than  he  who  writes  a  book,  as  most  modem 

books— and  this  one,  of  course^  among  the  rest — are 

written.     The  consequence  of  all  this  is,  that  in 

the  particular  profession  to  which  the  Londoner  is 

accustomed,  he  is  more  skilful,  more  assiduous,  and 

more   complaisant  to   those  with   whom  he   does 

business,  than  the  man  of   any  other  city;    but 

when  you  once  divert  him  from  that,  his  notions 

are  more  crude,  and  his  information  is  more  shallow 

and  limited.     When  he  foregoes  his  desk  and  hia 

calculations,  he  may  make  a  politician — as  politics 

are  taught ;  a  philosopher-— as  philosophy  is  done ;  a 

poet — as  poets  sing  by  BabeFs  streams ;  or  a  wit—* 
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as  wits  are'  cracked  in  her  clubs  and  coffee-houses ; 
but  you  cannot  bring  him  to  the  profound  of  any 
thing — unless  you  allow  that  profound  is  the  exact 
synonjnme  of  bathos.  If  you  turn  round  upon 
him,  and  bid  him  tell  you  how  his  politics  are  to 
enlighten  the  world,  he  will  refer  you  to  Capel 
Court,  to  Guildhall,  or  to  Brooks's  or  White's, 
according  as  his  tuition  has  been  with  Jews,  or 
Aldermen,  or  Sages  of  St.  Stephen's.  If  you  cross- 
quesdcm  him  as  to  his  philosophy,  you  will  find 
that  he  can  go  no  farther  than  his  card.  If  you 
hint  to  him  that  the  trees  of  his  song  have  the 
wrong  leaf,  and  the  flowers  bloom  at  the  wrong 
season,  the  chance  is,  that  he  will  refer  you  to  his 
little  conservatory  at  Hampstead  or  Balham  Hill ; 
and  if  you  doubt  the  zest  of  his  wit,  he  will  tell 
you  after  what  cook  of  the  club  or  bu£Poon  of  the 
stage  it  was  copied. 

But  you  have  no  wish  to  put  to  him  any  such 
impertinent  question,  or  to  make  to  him  any  such 
impertinent  remark ;  for  there  is  in  a  genuine  Lon- 
dctaer  a  disposition  to  be  civil,  which  instantly  dis- 
arms your  ridicule  of  even  the  most  ridiculous  of 
his  partialities.  Whatever  he  is,  he  is  not  a  pedant ; 
and  if  his  own  mental  powers  and  his  own  mental 
cultivation  be  not  of  the  very  highest  value,  he 
^oes  not  set  a  high  value  upon  these,  either  in  him- 
self or  in  others.    It  is  not  in  such  matters  that  he 

VOL.  I.  I 
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looks  for  distinction:  to  have  and  to  enjoy,  are 
the  objects  of  his  comfortable  ambition ;  and  these 
once  obtained,  all  else  with  him  is  of  minor  mo^ 
ment.  He  is  selfish ;  but  his  selfishness  is  not  of 
that  obtrusive  character  which  continually  thrusta 
itself  in  the  way  of  other  people.  No  doubt  he 
struggles  hard  for  his  bone;  but  when  he  once 
gets  it,  he  gnaws  it  with  an  urbanity  that  disarms 
all  opposition. 

So  strong  is  this  character  upon  hip,  that  you 
can  tell  a  genuine  Londoner  wha*ever  you  meet 
him ;  and  you  are  much  more  certain  of  your  man 
in  the  mountams  of  the  North,  or  on  the  plains  of 
the  East,  than  you  are  in  Cheapdde  or  Ludgate 
Hill.  It  is  the  same  in  whatever  he  may  be  doii^: 
devotion,  debauchery,  attention  to  his  family,  de- 
sertion of  his  family, — all  sorts  of  virtues,  all  sorts 
of  vices,  are  stamped  with  the  air  of  buidness.  You 
can  never  say  that  his  heart  is  not  in  the  matter, — 
because  you  can  never  prove  an  alibis  by  finding  . 
it  about  any  thing  else ;  but  just  as  little  can  you 
say  that  his  heart  is  in  the  matter,  for  you  are  un- 
able to  discover  it  there.  It  is,  however,  much 
more  pleasant  for  you,  and  perchance  also  much 
more  pleasant  for  himself;  for  the  heart  is  both  a 
turbulent  and  a  brittle  thing,  and  it  is  wayward 
in  the  management  and  painful  in  the  fracture  ; 
and  if  one^s  own  mere  personal  comfort  be  the  sole 
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or  the  grand  object  of  one's  existence,  then  the  less 
heart  one  has^  or  the  less  one  exercises  it,  one's 
ccMnfort  has  the  less  chance  of  being  interrupted. 
Thus  centred  in  and  devoted  to  himself,  the  true 
Babylonian  is,  when  abroad,  the  most  incurious  of 
men,— or  if  he  show  any  curiosity,  it  is  generally 
to  find  out  whether  he  can,  in  other  places,  obtain 
the  same  comforts  of  which  he  has  the  command 
at  home ;  and  thus  he  is  less  changed — less  im- 
proved, or  deteriorated,  or  whatever  else  it  may 
be,  than  any  other  human  being.  It  is  true,  that 
he  cannot  carry  the  enjoyments  of  London  with 
him  to  Caithness,  or  even  to  Cornwall ;  but  there,  or 
any  where  else,  he  fills  himself  so  full  of  the 
thought  and  the  remembrance  of  them,  that  he  has 
no  room  to  retain  any  thing  else. 

Considering  these,  and  all  the  other  circumstances, 
which,  in  a  place  like  the  Great  Babylon,  tend  to 
limit  the  speculative  powers  of  man,  and  force  him 
(no  very  hard  or  unpleasant  task)  to  bend  the 
whole  of  his  powers  toward  sensual  gratification, 
one  might  at  first  suppose  that  there  would  be 
the  same  tendency  to  diminish  the  interest  of  wo- 
man. But  the  case  is  not  so :  the  bodily,  and  more 
especially  the  mental  di£Perence  of  the  two  sexes,  is 
sudi,  that  very  often  what  stunts  and  deteriorates 
the  character  of  the  one,  gives  breadth  and  beauty 
to  that  of  the  other. 

i2 
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It  is  possible  that  a  good  deal  of  the  superiority 
iof  the  female  character— or,  if  you  will  have  it  so, 
of  the  female  appearance,  as  it  exists  in  London, 
depends  upon  the  immense  crowd  of  people  that 
is   there  collected,  and   the   artificial  and  orna- 
mented istate  of  every  thing  in  and  about  the  place. 
Whatever  may  be  its  influence  upon  the  energies 
and  the  faculties  of  man,  there  is  no  denying  that 
a  crowd  is  both  the  nursery  and  the  paradise  of 
woman.     A  person  of  a  fanciful  turn  of  mind 
might  have  recourse  to  his  similes,  in  default  of  phi- 
losophy; and  compare  man  to  a  hardy  plant,  which 
requires    open  space,  and  free  and  bradng  air, 
and  woman  to    some  deUcate  flowery  shrub,    of 
which  the  leaves  put  not  forth  their  greenness,  and 
the  flower-cups  display  not  their  tints  and  di£^se 
not  their  fragrance,  unless  they  be  protected  :  but 
it  is  enough  for  me  to  state  the  plain  fact,  and 
leave  others  to  weave  the  cobwebs  of  similitude. 

But  although  London  afibrds  incontrovertible 
evidences  of  the  fact  which  I  have  now  stated,  it 
is  not  so  set  down  in  the  songs  of  the  poets  and 
the  stories  of  the  romance-writers.  Those  airy 
personages  seldom,  however,  describe  the  world 
that  exists :  they  first  make  a  Uttle  world  of  their 
own,  in  which  fancy  is  altogether  at  variance  with 
the  fact;  and  then  they  palm  that  world  upon 
their  more  sober  brethren,  as  the  one  whidi  really 
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exists.  The  wood-nymphs  and  the  damsels  of  the 
desert,  which  sound  so  sweetly  in  the  notes  of  the 
bard,  and  glow  so  bewitchingly  in  the  touches 
of  the  describer,  derive  all  their  charms  from  the 
dimness  and  distance  at  which  they  are  placed ; 
and  when  one  actually  gets  a  sight  of  them,  one  is 
just  as  much  disappointed  as  upon  visiting  the 
bonnie  Jean  of  Bums^  or  holding  converse  with 
the  six-feet-spouse  of  him  who  imposed  his  own 
songs  upon  the  Relic-gatherer,  as  remains  of  an 
elder  poesy,  and  made  Roscoe  in  perfect  agony 
until  he  should  see  this  same  substantial  dame,  in 
whom  he  was  taught  to  believe  that  he  should 
behold  a  paragon  of  beauty,  and  listen  to  an  ^^  Im- 
provisatrice^  more  tuneful  and  more  true  than  she 
who  blanched  the  apple-flower,  dyed  the  pear,  and 
made  Somerset  House  shiver  to  the  echo  of  her 
lullaby,  till  Pickersgill  nodded  over  the  easel  and 
dipped  his  matriculated  pencil  in  the  wrong  tint. 

In  plain  prose,  and  if  possible,  without  any 
prosing,  the  idea  of  the  perfection  and  excellence 
of  woman  invariably  carries  along  with  it  the  ideas 
of  softness,  repose,  and  voluptuousness—mingled, 
it  may  be,  with  a  certain  trace  of  enchanting, 
cunning,  and  amiable  artifice;  and  therefore  the 
''Ladies  of  theLakes^can  never,  by  any  design, 
or  even  by  any  chance,  come  into  competition 
with  the  belles  of  the  boudoirs.    There  is  really 
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nothing  in  all  the  woods  and  wilds  throughout  the 
three  kingdoms — ay,  throughout  the  world,  that 
can  come  up  to  the  soft  and  sweet  blandishments 
which  just  bend  the  grass  in  Kensington  Gardens, 
and  then  gUde  away.  No  foot  which  "drudges 
to  hoarse  pipe  and  broken  tabor,^  on  the  vil- 
lage green  or  in  the  village  barn,  can  have  the 
lightness  and  the  fairy  twinkle  of  those  which 
twitter  away  the  hearts  of  soldiers  and^  senators  at 
Almack^s;  and  I  verily  doubt  whether  any  pro- 
vincial muster  would  stand  a  comparison  with  that 
of  the  nymphs  who  quadrille  and  waltz  at  the 
Mansion  House,— even  admitting  that,  holy  days 
excepted,  no  small  quota  of  their  fair  number  fol- 
low the  laudable  and  loud  vocations  of  vending 
Epping  sausages,  and  crying  green  bastings. 

As  the  studies  and  habits  of  the  Babylonian 
men  are  much  more  confined  to  a  single  subject 
than  those  of  the  men  of  places  where  society  is 
smaller  and  more  permanent,  it  is  but  natural  to 
suppose  that  there  should  be  a  similar  restriction 
on  the  propensities,  or  at  least  the  pursuits^  of  the 
Babylonian  women  ;  and  it  must  be  admitted,  that 
no  where,  throughout  England  at  least,  is  the  de- 
sire of  woman  to  be  provided  for  and  to  enjoy 
herself,  more  strong,  or  more  undisturbed  in  its 
operation^  than  it  is  in  the  great  Babylon. 
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Various  circumstances,  no  doubt,  contribute  to 
"Stamp  npoa  them  this  character;  and  though  it 
may  not  correspond  with  an  ignorant  stranger^s 
notions  of  the  disinterestedness  which  he  im- 
putes to  females,  it  may  not  be  the  less  rational 
or  the  less  proper  upon  that  accovint.  The  fact 
is,  that  every  person,  whether  male  or  female, 
bom  and  educated  in,  or  long  habituated  to  such 
aiplace — a  place  where  every  thing  that  exists, 
exists  by  human  ingenuity,  must  naturally  take 
the  same  bias  toward  self  and  selfish  enjoyment. 
The  expense,  too,  of  supporting  a  female  in  any 
decent  appearance,  makes  it  necessary  for  every 
one,  either  to  have  in  herself  the  means  of  her 
own  support,  or  to  secure  that  connexion  which 
shall  enable  her  to  derive  it  from  others* 

There  is  one  virtue,  or  vice,  or  whatever  else  it 
may  be  called,  from  which  the  Babylonian  females 
are  entirely  free ;  and  that  is,  regular  and  system- 
atic  gossiping.  I  do  not  by  any  means  intend  to 
say  that  a  Babylonian  fair  is  destitute  of  that  pre- 
dominant  bump  of  the  female  o'anium,  curiosity 
— an  inordinate  desire  so  to  make  the  past  and 
the  future  shake  hands,  as  that  they  ^hall  reveal 
all  maimer  of  secret  histories  in  the  fulness  of  their 
congratulations;  but  to  take  in  the  whole,  or  even 
a  repeatable  part  of  the  materiak  which  London 
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affords  for  this  purpose,  would  defy  even  the  fe^ 
puted  volubility  of  the  female  tongue,  where  its 
accents  are  not  so  slow  and  soft,  and  the  other 
matters  which  occupy  it  not  so  numerous  as  they 
are  in  a  crowded  metropolis. 

There  is  another  quality,  or  practice,  vibrating 
between  a  virtue  and  a  vice,  from  which  the  Ba- 
bylonian fjEur  are  also  remarkably  free ;  and  that  i^ 
blue-stockingism.  It  is  true  that  there  are,  within 
the  sound  of  the  bell  of  St.  Paul's,  ladies  as  pro- 
foundly  versed  in  the  small  vanities  of  philosophy^ 
and  who  can  endite  verses  at  as  small  expense  to 
the  EngUsh  of  the  King,  or  to  the  imderstanding 
of  his  subjects,  as  they  who  shiver  over  the  embers 
of  the  vestal  fire  at  the  seat  of  some  ice  generat* 
ing  university  of  the  North ;  but  as  every  thing  in 
London  is  a  vendable  commodity,  valuable  only  on 
account  of  the  return  which  it  brings,  the  science 
and  the  song  of  the  wise  and  the  witty  woman  by 
the  Thames,  plump  quietly  into  the  river,  unless 
some  civil  critic,  for  favours  known  or  not  known, 
proclaim  them  to  the  world,  as  matters  worthy  of 
being  purchased. 

To  compensate  for  the  want  of  those  two  grand 
sources  of  mental  enjoyment,  Babylon  spreads  out 
for  her  daughters  an  ample  display  of  more  sub- 
stantial, if  less  sublime  and  ethereal  pleasure.  If 
women  be  withdrawn  from  their  criticism  and  phi- 
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losophical  display,  (unless  in  the  way  of  business  as 
aforesaid,) — ^from  the  circle  of  their  pursuits,  the 
Graces  are  sent  to  console  them  for  the  first,  and 
Cupid  helps  them  to  bear  the  miseries  of  the  second : 
they  are  very  prone  to  enter  into  wedlock ;  and  they 
hesitate  not  to  confess,  or  at  least  to  show,  that  all 
their  education,  all  their  habits^  all  their  occupa- 
tions, and  all  their  amusements,  have  that  for  their 
grand  and  invariable  object.  If  they  belong  to 
the  humbler  classes  of  society,  they  readily  bear 
a  part  in  the  labours  of  the  profession,  and  second 
their  husbands  in  turning  the  chances  of  business 
to  the  best  account.  So  perfectly,  indeed,  in  the 
under  ranks,  are  the  sexes  identified  in  their  em- 
[Joyments  and  in  their  amusements,  that,  but  for 
the  difference  of  their  dress,  it  would  hardly  be 
possible  to  distinguish  the  one  from  the  other. 
When  the  rank  is  a  little  higher,  there  is  just  as 
complete  a  separation ;  and  it  very  frequently  hap« 
pens  that  the  lady  of  a  superior  Babylonian  trades- 
man, or  inferior  Babylonian  merchant,  who  lives 
"within  four  miles  of  the  bridges,''  enjoys  very 
little  of  her  husband's  society,  and  cares  not  much 
for  him,  so  that  she  can  keep  up  her  own  esta- 
blishment, and  enjoy  her  pleasures,  uninterrupted 
and  uncontrolled.  Woman  '^s  a  paradox  in  every 
place ;  and  no  where  is  she  more  a  paradox  than 
in  Babylon  the  Great. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


122  BABYLON    THE    GBEAT. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

PARLIAMENT. 


The  Senators  of  Rome  are  this  good  belly, 

;  for  examine 

Their  counsels  and  their  cares ;  digest  things  rightly. 

Touching  the  weal  o*  the  common ;  you  shall  find 

No  public  benefit,  which  you  receive. 

But  it  proceeds  or  comes  from  them  to  you, 

And  no  way  from  yourselves. — What  do  you  think  ? 

You,  the  great  toe  of  this  assembly  ? 

Shakspeare. 


A  DEVOTEE,  journeying  toward  the  dwelling  of 
the  successor  of  St.  Peter,  to  salute  the  toe  of  that 
saintly  portion  of  canonical  flesh,  feels  not  a  fonder 
pulse,  when  beholding  the  gilded  cross  of  the 
Eternal  City  rising  over  the  dreary  desolation 
which  the  Malaria  is  spreading  over  the  Cam- 
pagna,  and  a  pious  Moslem  in  the  Desert  lifts  not 
his  eye  with  more  anxious  devotion  when  the  cres- 
cent upon  Mecca'^s  minaret  first  glimmers  to  his 
view,  than  a  British  subject  d6es  when  he  first 
beholds  that  uncouth  mass  of  architectural  abor- 
tions in  which  the  members  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament  are  huddled  up. 
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If  he  be  a  stranger,  trusting  to  the  guidance  of 
his  own  judgment,  and  scorning  the  lore  of  the 
**  Picture  of  London,''  his  first  impression  is,  that 
the  display  of  lordly  wisdom  can  be  made  in  none 
other  place  than  the  Abbey ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mons must  perform  their  doings,  in  reading,  writ- 
ing, and  arithmetic,  in  none  other  place  than  that 
great  bam,  the  door-way  of  which  so  invitingly 
tempts  his  entrance  from  Palace  Yard.  He  hur- 
ries into  the  Hall  in  quest  of  Speakers'  chairs,  and 
Treasury  and  Opposition  benches ;  but  he  finds 
nothing,  save  an  empty  apartment  with  two  or 
three  trap-doors,  at  which  attorneys  are  watching 
to  pounce  upon  the  lavers  of  the  law,  and  within 
which  counsellors  are  busied  in  crooking  the  rods 
of  precedents,  and  statutes,  and  evidence,  into  little 
hoops  which  may  suit  that  grand  object  of  all 
spedal  pleading — a  full  and  forward  harvest  of 
fees. 

Disappointed  in  this  first  attempt,  he  goes  to  the 
other  pile :  and  gazing  upon  the  north  door,  he  reads 
these  extraordinary  and  ominous  words :  "  The 
entrance  into  the  tombs  is  in  Poets'  Comer,"— a 
piece  of  information  which  he  cannot  comprehend ; 
but  which,  rightly  translated,  implies,  that  "  the 
monuments  of  some  great  men,  and  some  men  not 
great,  may  be  seen  rotmd  the  comer  upon  pay- 
ing a  fee  to  th6  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Peter's," 
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— that  those  memorials  of  British  -worth,  or  British 
worthlessness,  to  which  he,  among  many  others, 
may  have  contributed,  may  not  be  viewed  by  him 
until,  after  the  true  Catholic  fashion,  he  has  told 
out  PeterVpence. 

Disappointed  by  the  first  of  these  searches,  and 
disgusted  with  the  second,  the  stranger  proceeds 
to  reconnoitre  the  whole  of  the  tasteless  incrusta- 
tion of  stone,  and  bricks,  and  stucco,  by  which 
the  objects  of  his  desire  are  concealed  from  the 
gaze  of  the  wondering  people.  The  royal  porch 
near  Abingdon  Street  puzzles  his  eyes  a  good 
deal,  and  his  understanding  a  good  deal  more ; 
and  he  runs  some  chance  of  mistaking  it  for  the 
canopy  which  is  borne  by  the  Barons  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  at  coronation  shows  and  other  royal  proces- 
sions. Although  he  may  have  travelled  over  the 
whole  world,  and  seen  every  kind  and  style  of 
building,  from  the  Temple  of  Minerva  Parthenon, 
to  the  wigwam  of  a  repudiated  Cherokee,  he  can- 
not possibly  have  met  with  any  thing  bearing  the 
least  resemblance  to  this  sooterkin  of  architectural 
dulness ;  and  while  he  is  wondering  with  what  in- 
tention the  blockhead  who  invented  it,  thrust  it  into 
the  middle  of  the  street,  he  is  utterly  at  a  loss  even 
to  guess  at  the  purpose  for  which  it  can  be  intended. 
Proceeding  northward,  the  vileness  of  the  archi- 
tecture, and  the  patched  and  perishable  aspect  of 
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the  materials,  equally  astonish  and  disafqx)int  hun ; 
nor  is  the  matter  much  mended  when  he  comes  to 
the  Grecian  part  of  the  structure, — for  though 
that  be  more  massy  and  substantial,  it  sins  against 
every  canon  of  congruity.  Turning  the  angle  by 
the  butter-chum  tower,  and  the  dead  waU,  which 
the  man  of  stone  has,  in  consequence  of  the  wrath 
of  the  wisdom  of  Parliament,  *'  done  out  of  the 
original  Greek  into  the  vulgar  English,  and  made 
plain  to  the  meanest  capacity,^  he  shrugs  up  his 
shoulders,  gets  him  gone,  and  laments  that  so 
precious  a  kernel  as  the  Lords  and  Commons 
of  Parliament  should  be  concealed  in  so  pie-bald 
and  pitiful  a  shell. 

But  the -British  Parliament  is  not  a  thing  which 
either  needs,  or  ciui  receive,  any  additional  interest 
or  grandeur  from  the  tool  of  the  artist,  or  even 
from  the  taste  and  talents  of  the  architect — when  it 
shall  please  heaven  to  saSer  the  union  of  those 
epithets  and  that  name  in  any  of  the  master- 
builders  of  Babel.  Its  wisdom  is  not  the  wisdom 
of  forms,  and  its  greatness  rests  upon  another  sort 
of  base  than  could  be  hewn  in  stone  or  jointed 
with  mortar.  It  is  the  operating  element — the  first 
power,  as  it  were,  wliich  puts  in  motion  all  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  civilized  nations,  and  whii^h  directs, 
and  without  intending  it  creates,  those  energies 
which  are  every  day  carrying  the  sdence,  the.  arts, 
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the  spirit,  and  the  feelings  of  England,  over  those 
lands,  in  which  those  fires  of  moral  strength  and 
poUtical  independence,  which  have  burnt  here  so 
brightly  for  ages,  are  but  beginning  to  be  kindled. 
Besides  the  real  wisdom  which  it  displays,  and  the 
actual  and  visible  power  which  it  exercises,  there  is 
an  undefined  and  mysterious  something  about  the 
Parliament'  oi  Britain,  which  touches  a  chord  in 
the  heart  of  man — whether  he  be  an  Englishman 
or  not— -that  lies  motionless  and  unknown  at  the 
thought  of  every  other  assembly ;  and  which  makes 
its  fame  sound  the  louder  and  shine  the  brighter, 
the  longer  the  vista,  whether  of  miles  or  of  years, 
through  which  it  is  seen.  None  but  an  EngUsb- 
man  can  feel  the  full  vibration  of  this  mysterious 
chord ;  and  an  Englishman  can  no  more  account 
for  it,  than  he  can  account  for  that  impulse  which 
makes  him  without  hesitating  a  single  instant  draw 
the  sword  in  defence  of  that  Constitution,  and 
that  King,  against  which,  up  to  the  very  instant 
that  the  trumpet  sounded  the  charge,  he  kept  grum- 
bling and  growling. 

John  will,  as  before  hinted  at,  quarrel  with  all  the 
details  of  his  Parliament— with  the  way  in  whi^h  the 
whole,  or  almost  tl^e  whole,  of  its  members  are  ap- 
pointed—lyith  the  whole,  or  almost  the  whole,  of  the 
speeches  they  make,  and  with  the  whole,  without  any 
exception,  of  the  enactments  which  they  send  forth ; 
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but  Btill  this  Parliament  forms  so  essential  a  part  of 
his  business,  his  enjoyment,  his  very  life,  that  if  it 
were  finally  dissolved,  or  even  materially  altered, 
John  would  be  changed  too,  and  that  not  at  all  for 
the  better.     Every  day  you  may  hear  John  com- 
plaining that  the  favour  of  the  Crown  puts  coronets 
upon  the  brows  of  ninnies,  and  that  the  closeness 
or  corruption  of  the  representative  system  fills  the 
benches  of  the  Commons^  House  with  men  having 
small  heads  and  large  consciences ;  and  when  a  man 
measures  peers  and  members  against  himself — or, 
more  strictly  speaking,  against  his  own  idea  and  es- 
timate of  Imnself,  it  is  very  natiural,  and  probably 
▼ery  necessary,  that  they,  whatever  may  be  their 
real  talents  and  virtues,  should  suffer  a  little  by  the 
comparison.    Men  of  all  countries  have  a  very  com- 
fortable and  charitable  notion  of  their  own  intellec- 
tual and  moral  furnishings.     Richard  Martin,*  Esq. 
would  not,  I  dare  say,  change  his  bowels  for  beasts, 
for  the  heart  of  Howard  the  philanthropist,  even 
thou^  that  heart  were  as  much  alive  and  quick  as 
they ;  Mr.  Solicitor-Greneral  Wetherall  would,  very 
probably,  faU  into  Lord  Eldon^s  sloiigh  of  doubting, 
if  he  were  requested  to  exchange  faculties  of  discern- 
ment with  that  model  of  shrewdness  and  penetration ; 
Joseph  Hume  would  not  truck  his  powers  of  cal- 
culation for  those  of  Mr.  Babbage ;  Mr.  Horace 
Twiss  would  hardly  barter  his  tools  of  oratory  for » 
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those  of  the  Foreign  Secretary ;  and  I  should  take 
two  days  to  consider  before  I  exchanged  the  old  pen 
with  which  I  am  now  writing,  for  the  first  feather 
in  the  wing  of  that  tuneful  bird  which  does  not 
sing  for  joy  upon  either  of  the  birth-days  of  our 
most  gracious  Sovereign. 

John  Bull  certainly  does  not  boast  so  much  of 
this  partiality  for  himself,  neither  does  he  show  it 
so  well  by  labouring  to  conceal  it,  as  the  inhabitants 
of  some  other  countries  do;  but  it  by  no  means 
follows  from  this  that  John  has  less  of  it  than  they. 
The  fact  is,  that  he  has  really  more ;  and  his  having 
so,  in  as  much  as  he  is  neither  impertinent  nor  hy- 
pocritical about  it,  is  the  foundation  of  the  very  best 
points  of  his  character.  If,  like  the  learned  French- 
man, he  stood  so  much  in  awe  in  his  own  presence, 
as  to  lift  his  hat  and  make  his  leg  every  time  he 
mentioned  his  own  name,  folks  would  be  very  apt 
to  laugh  at  him ;  and  if,  like  his  neighbour  in  the 
North,  he  pulled  the  mantle  of  concealment  so 
closely  over  his  head  as  to  expose  his  hinder  parts, 
folks  might  feel  suspicion  or  cry  shame ;  but  as  John 
merely  enjoys  his  good  opinion  of  himself,  it  be- 
comes a  matter  with  which  strangers  have  no  right 
to  interfere,  and  as  all  the  Johns  have  it,  no  one  of 
them  can  find  fault  with  the  rest  on  account  of  it. 
The  possession  of  this  single  quality,  in  so  large 
and  uniform  a  degree^   is  the  cause  of  John's 
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grumbling  with  Parliament,  and  with  every  thing 
else ;  and  there  is  not  the  least  doubt,  that  if  the 
members  of  that  assembly  were  to  adopt  a  measure 
for  which  John  petitions  in  one  week,  he  would 
came  back  the  next  and  petition  that  it  might  be 
set  aside  and  the  former  practice  resorted  to. 

I  do  not  hence  mean  to  argue,  either  that  the 
system  by  which  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  are 
jBUed  is  the  purest  and  most  perfect  that  could  be, 
or  that  the  persons  who  fiU  those  Houses  are  the 
very  wisest  and  most  virtuous  that  it  is  possible  to 
imagine,  or  even  might  be  possible  to  select ;  all 
that  I  contend  for  is,  that  the  source  of  John^s 
grumbling  Ues  more  in  himself  than  in  that 
against  which  he  grumbles,  and  that  though  any 
number  of  alterations  were  made,  his  grumbUng 
would  not  be  much  diminished.  It  were,  indeed, 
pity  that  it  should ;  for  it  is  this  perpetual  watch* 
fulness— this  frank  and  manly,  expressing  of  the 
opinions,  not  of  parties  or  factions,  but  of  individual 
men,  each  for  himself,  that  secures  for  England 
the  foremost  place  in  intelhgence,  in  freedom,  and 
in  prosperity.  The  clashing  of  so  many  doctrines, 
the  confusion  of  so  many  views,  and  the  collision  of 
so  many  plans  and  principles,  ^ve  to  the  man  who 
lifts  his  head  from  the  dull  couch  of  slavery,  a 
notion  that  the  English  are  a  turbulent  and  a 
quarrelsome  people,  and  that  they  are  directed  by 
VOL.  I.  K 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


130  BABYLON    THE    GBEAT. 

fools,  governed  by  tyrants,  and  made  the  dupes  of 
all  manner  of  impositions  and  absurdities.  But  the 
fact  is  not  so ;  if  ever  a  nation  take  up  one  song, 
and  continue  month  after  month,  and  year  after 
year,  to  sing  it  in  unison,  it  requires  no  power  of 
divination  to  discover  that  that  song  can  be  none 
other  than  the  dirge  of  independence — that  the 
individual  men  have  ceased  to  think,  to  speak,  and 
to  act  for  themselves,  and  are  mere  menials  at  the 
beck  of  a  task-master, — ^inthralled,  not  only  beyond 
the  power  of  their  hands  to  deUver  them,  but 
beyond  that  of  their  heads  to  know  how  very  ab- 
ject, and  how  utterly  hopeless,  is  their  ccmdition. 

It  is  this  collision  of  opinions,  this  continual  war 
of  thoughts  and  of  words,  which  has  kept  England 
at  peace  and  in  prosperity  within  herself,  while  the 
soil  of  almost  fevery  other  country  has  been  dyed 
in  the  gore  of  its  inhabitants;  it  is  this  colhsion 
which  strikes  those  sparks  of  enterprise  and  of  in- 
dustry, which  are  hailed  as  the  beacon-fires  of  im- 
provement wherever  they  fall ;  and  it  is  this  col- 
Usion  which  acts  as  a  refining  fire,  and  purifies 
from  the  rust  of  time  and  the  dross  of  corruption, 
not  only  the  British  ParUament,  but  every  insti- 
tution of  the  British  people. 

Pope  was  by  no  means  the  wisest  of  pohtical 
philosophers ;  but  still  there  is  a  good  deal  of  truth 
in  his  assertion,  that  the  goodness  of  Governments 
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depends  very  much  upon  the  mode  in  which  they 
are  administered.  This  is  true,  even  of  those 
which  have  no  great  portion  of  liberty ;  and  there 
have  been  such  differences  between  the  sway  of  one 
Grand  Seignior  and  another,  as  to  give  the  force  of 
demonstration  to  the  proposition.  That,  however, 
is  a  demonstration  which  does  not  apply  to  Eng- 
land ;  because,  whatever  may  be  the  imperfections 
of  the  British  Constitution^  the  men  by  whom  that 
Constitution  is  administered  are  not  only  nurtured 
in  the  common  feelings  of  the  people  before  they 
begin  to  climb  the  steps  of  office,  but  schooled  by 
them  at  every  inch  of  their  progress. 

It  is  all  very  well  for  theorists  to  talk  of  perfect 
constitutions, — constitutions  so  framed  and  modelled 
in  all  their  parts,  as  that  not  even  fools  or  knaves 
could  do  wrong  in  the  application  of  them ;  but  it 
would  be  just  as  wise  to  recommend  razors  with 
which  a  maniac  could  not  possibly  wound  himself, — 
which  would,  of  course,  be  razors  wherewith  a  sane 
man  could  not  shave.  Constitutions  less  open  to 
the6i*etical  objections  than  that  of  England  have 
been  adopted  in  other  countries — ^in  countries  which 
-fadve  reverted  to  close  and  humiliating  despotism, 
without  any  thing  that  could  be  called  a  struggle; 
and  the  case  of  Ireland  is  worth  all  the  pamphlets 
that  ever  were  written,  as  demonstrative  of  the 
practical  benefit  that  would  result  from  putting 
K  2 
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the  elective  franchise  into  the  hands  of  those  who 
want  those  most  essential  of  all  requisites,  well-in- 
formed minds  and  personal  independence.  That 
the  representation  should  be  as  wide  as  possible, 
and  that  the  franchise  should  extend  mth  the  ex- 
tension of  intelligence  and  independence,  and  vary 
with  their  variations,  cannot  be  denied ;  as  little 
can  it  be  denied  that,  where  the  people  have  been 
making  such  strides  in  improvement  as  they  of 
England  have  made  during  the  last  half  century, 
it  is  difficult  for  the  Government  to  ke^  pace  mth 
them;  but  still,  it  is  far  safer  that  the  frwrchise 
should  be  a  little  narrow,  and  the  Government  a 
little  behind  the  people,  than  that  a  power  should 
be  introduced  which  sophistry  could  wheedle  or 
impudence  brow-beat,  or  than  that  changes  should 
be  made  so  hastily,  as  to  be  found  wrong,  and  have 
to  be  reversed. 

There  is  one  excuse  for  the  English  Gtjvemment 
which  has  considerable  weight,  and  yet  which  has 
never,  so  far  as  I  know,  been  admitted  even  by  the 
most*  candid  of  its  opponents ;  and  that  is,  the 
injury  which  it  must  receive  from  the  contact  into 
which  it  comes  with  Governments  of  another  de- 
scription. Those  who  complain  most  loudly  of  cor- 
ruption at  home,  must  admit  that,  with  all  its  al- 
leged corruptions,  the  Government  of  England  dif- 
fers, not  in  degree  merely,  but  absolutely  in  kind. 
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from  the  Governments  of  Continental  Europe ;  and, 
with  a  very  omdid  person,  the  wonder  would  rather 
be  that  the  Government  of  England  came  out  of  all 
its  linked  and  ramified  connexions  with  so  few  hurts 
and  stains  from  the  Continental  Governments,  than 
that  it  did  not,  all  the  time  during  which  it  was 
so  fettered,  exactly  keep  pace  with  the  English 
people.  The  people  themselves  suffered  nothing 
in  their  spirit  from  this  connexion ;  but  really  it 
was  not  possible  but  that  the  Government  should 
suffer  a  little :  and  as  Government,  beinga  result,  and 
not  an  original  energy,  contains  not  within  itself  the 
means  of  its  own  purification,  it  took  some  little 
pause,  some  little  time,  and  some  little  schooling 
by  public  opinion— ay,  and  a  considerable  infusion 
of  new  men  and  new  principles,  before  it  became 
again  wholly  English.  Now,  however,  candid  men 
of  all  parties  must  allow  that  though  there  be 
much,  very  much,  to  be  done  in  the  details,  the 
spirit  and  the  principles  are  good ;  and  it  would 
require  something  more  than  the  dictum  of  a  the- 
orist to  persuade  one  that  matters  would  have  been 
better,  even  if  the  infallible  panaceas  of  annual  par- 
liaments and  universal  suffi*age  had  been  in  opera- 
tion since  these  doctrines  were  first  preached. 

People  may  talk  of  the  British  Constitution,  as  it 
exists  in  forms,  in  statutes,  in  observances,  and  in 
the  routine  of  offices ;  but  the  real  Constitution, — 
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the  suprema  fex—the  salus  populi^  is  in  the  people 
themselves ;  and  while  they  have  the  same  intelli- 
gence, and  the  same  spirit  to  give  it  utterance  and 
effect,  that  government  is  not  in  England,  or  in 
any  other  country,  which  can  destroy  or  even  seri- 
ously impair  their  liberties. 

In  spite,  therefore,  of  all  the  imperfections  which 
really  belong  to  the  English  Government,  and  to 
those  Houses  of  Parliament  which  form  the  connect- 
ing link  between  the  executive  and  the  people,  and 
of  all  the  ideal  imperfections  which  over-zealous 
or  under-informed  persons  will  impute  to  them,  the 
British  Parliament  is  the  most  stupendous  intellec- 
tual engine  that  ever  was  put  in  motion ;  and  there 
is  no  wonder  though  Englishmen  be  proud  of  it ; 
for,  go  where  they  will,  they  can  find  nothing 
amounting  even  to  its  shadow.  It  contains  men  of 
such  varied  habits,  such  multifarious  acquirements, 
and  so  different  views ;  the  subjects  which  come 
before  it  are  so  numerous,  so  vast,  and  so  interwo- 
ven with  each  other, — that  the  great  puzzle  is  how 
it  gets  on  at  all.  In  the  domestic  business  which 
it  has  to  regulate, — the  Bills  that  are  introduced 
for  local  purposes  and  local  improvements,  there 
are  so  many  interests  to  be  balanced^  so  many 
little  advantages  sought  by  parties  to  be  guarded 
against,  that  even  this  part  of  its  duty  is  more 
nice  and   laborious  than   the  whole   business    of 
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most  Governments.  When,  in  addition  to  this,  the 
number  and  variety  of  the  foreign  dependencies  of 
England,  and  the  way  in  which  their  interests 
run^  or  are  supposed  to  run,  counter  to  each  other, 
are  taken  into  the  account,  then  the  difficulty  is 
vastly  increased, — so  much,  indeed,  that  one  would 
imagine  that  there  would  be  no  time  left  for  attend- 
ing to  the  connexions  and  intercourse  of  the  Bri- 
tish Government,  with  the  Government  of  ahnost 
every  State  upon  the  surface  of  the  globe.  But 
the  fact  is,  that  all  those  matters  are  managed,  and 
managed  in  a  very  systematic  and  business-like 
way ;  and  in  addition  to  this,  the  real  and  efficient 
work  of  the  assembly,  there  is  more  eloquence  dis- 
played^ and  more  wit  sported,  in  the  two  Houses 
of  Parliament,  than  in  all  the  other  speaking  Cham- 
bers in  the  world;  and  the  orations  which  are 
made  there,  even  upon  casual  subjects,  and  by 
men  who,  as  we  are  told,  get  there  because  the 
system  is  corrupt,  are  superior  in  form,  and  in- 
calculably superior  iti  substance,  to  any  other  ora- 
tions of  modem  or  of  ancient  times.  I  am  ready 
to  admit,  that  in  both  Houses  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  drivelling,  a  great  deal  of  dulness,  and  a  very 
reasonable  portion  of  downright  nonsense,  upon  all 
sides  and  from  all  parties.  I  am  ready  to  admit 
this,  for  I  often  witnessed  it ;  but  still  there  never 
is,  by  any  chance,  a  debate  of  any  considerable 
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length  or  importance,  at  which  a  Briton  has  not 
cause  to  be  delighted,  or  a  foreigner  to  express  as- 
tonishment ;  and  it  is  not  by  any  means  impossible, 
or  I  should  think  improbable,  that  the  very  Peter 
Moores  and  Bragge  Bathursts,  who  command  but 
a  few,  and  a  very  few,  of  the  larger  ears  in  the 
British  House  of  Commons,  might  make  most  elo« 
quent  Ciceros  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  to  the 
most  Christian  King,  or  haply  stars  of  the  first 
magnitude  in  the  constellatioii  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Potowmac. 

How  far,  or  how  fairly,  the  British  Parliament 
may  represent  the  British  people,  it  is,  however, 
no  business  of  mine  to  inquire ;  my  function  in 
the  mean  time  being  that  of  a  fair  and  impartial 
representation  of  the  Parliament  itself, — a  function 
in  the  discharge  of  which  I  think  I  am  as  free 
from  party  feelings  as  any  member  of  either  House. 
Still  no  one  can  help  observing,  that  the  power  of 
that  public  inquest,  before  which  every  speaker  of 
either  House  is  cited,  is  so  p«,ompt  and  vigorous  in 
its  action,  that,  in  ordinary  times,  it  would  demand 
more  than  an  ordinary  share  of  hardihood  to  make 
a  member  persist  in  a  line  of  conduct  which  was 
not  agreeable,  if  not  to  the  numerical  majority  out 
of  doors,  at  least  to  a  very  large  and  respectable 
number.  So  long  as  every  word  that  is  said  in 
those  Houses  continues  to  be  faithfully  reported. 
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and  diligently  read,  and  canvassed  and  commented 
upon  by  every  intelligent  man  in  the  country,  as 
soon  after  it  is  spoken  as  the  power  of  steam  and 
the  swiftness  of  horses  can  disperse  it,  the  coun- 
try will  continue  to  possess  and  to  exercise,  over 
both  the  Hereditary  and  the  Septennial  House,  a 
check  far  more  constant,  efficient,  and  salutary, 
than  if  the  Peers  were  nominated  at  a  Folk-mote^ 
and  the  Commons  were  elected  by  the  "  sweet 
voices''  of  the  whole  posse  comitatus  in  their  respec- 
tive districts. 

In  theory,  there  is  nothing  that  sounds  better,  has 
a  more  imposing  air  about  it,  or  is  fitter  '^  to  ring 
the  pitcher,  when  the  wine  is  low,''  than  the  wisdom 
of  great  and  promiscuous  masses  of  people ;  but 
when  one  comes  to  remove  this  external  gloss,  and 
examine  both  that  which  is  done  (as  if)  by  crowds, 
and  those  who  do  it,  then  the  aspect  of  the  matter 
is  very  different  indeed, — inasmuch  as  this  boasted 
source  of  purity  and  general  wisdom,  is*  very  fre- 
quently the  most  corrupt,  the  most  confined,  and 
the  least  wise  thing  imaginable.  I  shall  have  occa- 
sion to  revert  to  this  afterwards,  when  I  pay  my 
tribute  of  attention  to  those,  who  say  the  sayings 
and  do  the  doings,  for  which  huzzas  are  given 
and  caps  tossed  up  in  Palace-yard,  in  Covent  Gar- 
den market,  and  in  the  great  room  of  the  Mermaid 
at  Hackney;  and  therefore  I  shall,  in  the  mean 
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time,  leave  the  reader  to  exercise  his  own  ingenuity 
in  finding  out  a  licensed  hawker  of  public  opinion, 
whether  fixed  or  peripatetic,  whom  he  would  rec- 
kon a  safe  and  trustworthy  guide  in  private  mat- 
ters ;  and  if  he  can  find  such  a  one,  then  he  will 
doubtless  convert  me  from  my  scepticism  upon  the 
subject. 

It  has  been  said,  and  said  with  a  great  deal  both 
of  the  semblance  and  the  reality  of  truth,  that  a 
person  returned  to  Parliament  by  Old  Sarum,  or  by 
the  Cornish  boroughs,  cannot  well  protect  the  inte- 
rests of  Manchester  or  Leeds  ;  but  I  would  be  glad 
to  know  how  the  one  or  two  persons  who  lead  the 
mob,  in  those  places,  or  in  any  place,  would  or  could 
protect  any  one  interest — ^general  interest,  in  the 
country.  If  we  examine  the  conduct  of  the  pre- 
sent representatives  in  Parliament,  (and  I  am  no  ad- 
mirer or  advocate  for  the  system  by  which  many 
of  them  are  chosen,)  we  shall  find  that  those  inte- 
rests which  the  inhabitants  of  any  place  or  district 
are  best  qualified  for  understanding,  are  those 
which  are  most  carefully  attended  to  by  the  respec- 
tive member.  Nor  is  it  at  all  uncommon  for  those 
members,  whose  means  of  obtaining  their  seats,  and 
whose  conduct  when  in  them,  are  the  least  liberal 
and  popular  upon  general  questions,  are  most  at- 
tentive to  the  local  interests  of  their  constituents^ 
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and  the  most  anxious  to  advance  the  substantial 
good  and  improvement  of  the  country. 

However  it  may  suit  the  purposes  of  those  who 
court  indiscriminate  popularity,  it  is  not  a  very 
wholesome  doctrine  to  preach,  that  the  people  ge- 
nerally would  be  very  much  the  better  for  any 
great  alteration  in  the  mode  by  which  the  Houses 
of  Lords  and  Commons  are  filled.  If  the  people 
had  the  nomination  of  those  persons  once  a  year, 
or  at  the  end  of  any  period,  there  are  possibilities 
that  the  result  might  be  injurious,  not  merely  to 
the  persons  elected,  but  to  the  people  themselves. 
There  might  be  injury  to  the  persons  elected,  un- 
less it  can  be  shown  that  those  talents  which  enable 
a  man  the  most  easily  to  influence  and  please  a 
mob,  are  the  best  schooling  in  the  science  of  poli- 
tics. Now,  this  is  rendered  extremely  doubtful  by 
an  attention  to  the  general  character  of  mob  ora- 
tors already  hinted  at;  and  more  so,  when  one 
bears  a  popular  orator  of  the  present  Parliament 
deliver  his  sentiments  from  the  hustings,  and  again 
in  the  House.  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  for  instance, 
who  is  a  man  whom  every  Englishman,  let  his  par- 
ty be  what  it  wiU,  must  admire  under  any  circum- 
stances, is  a  very  diflerent  personage  when  he  trims 
the  jacket  of  Henry  Hunt  in  Covent  Garden  mar- 
ket, and  when  he  turns  the  edge  of  an  opponent's 
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arguments  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Hear  him 
in  the  first  situation,  and  though  you  cannot  even 
there  hear  him  without  being  somewhat  pleased, 
there  is  a  freedom  in  his  language,  which,  carried 
even  the  least  degree  farther,  would  run  into  vul- 
garity,— there  is  a  homeliness  in  his  figures,  and  a 
broadness  in  his  illustrations,  which  give  you-  by 
no  means  an  exalted  idea  of  his  refinement, — there 
is  a  violence  of  assertion  in  his  positions,  which 
forces  you  to  think  that  he  is  not  addressing  him- 
self to  the  understandings  of  those  who  hear  him, — 
and  there  is  a  looseness  and  want  of  concatenation 
in  his  arguments — a  reiteration  of  truisms,  indefi- 
nite generalities,  and  absolutely  of  slang  terms, 
which  would  give  you  the  impression  that  he  is  a 
man  of  surface  and  of  sound,  rather  than  of  any 
gentleman-Uke  or  statesman-like  qualifications.  But 
hear  him  in  the  House  of  Conmions,  and  he  is  so 
very  diflferent,  so  vastly  superior,  in  every  power 
and  in  every  grace,  that  you  imagine  you  are  lis- 
tening to  another  person  altogether.  His  language, 
which  on  the  hustings  was  broad  and  coarse,  is  in 
the  House  chaste  and  classical, — his  figures,  which 
on  the  hustings  were  homely  and  broad,  are  in  the 
House  chosen  with  exquisite  taste,  and  managed 
with  admirable  skill, — ^instead  of  wide  and  unsup- 
ported assertion,  the  positions  which  he  takes  are 
taken  with  a  force  of  reason,  and  defended  with  a 
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clearness  and  closeness  of  illustration,  which  render 
them  just  as  impregnable  there,  as  in  the  other  place 
they  appear  defenceless, — and  instead  of  that  dis- 
jointed and  careless  manner  which  on  the  hus- 
tings perplexes  you,  in  the  House  you  hear  an  ora- 
tion which,  though  it  evidently  be  not  the  result  of 
laborious  or  continued  study,  is  more  harmonious 
in  its  parts,  more  aUve  to  its  object,  and  more  pow- 
erful and  triumphant  in  its  general  bearing,  than 
the  purchased  speech  of  any  special  pleader.  In 
both  places  you  can  see  that  the  principles,  the 
feeUngs,  the  heart,  the  manliness,  and  the  stubborn 
John  Bullism  (so  to  express  it),  of  the  elegant,  elo- 
quent, and  patriotic  Baronet,  are  the  same, — ^youcan 
see  in  either  place,  that  there  is  in  him  none  of 
the  leaven  of  corruption — ^not  a  single  point  which 
he  hedges  to  conceal — not  one  feeling  of  his  own 
mind  to  which  he  is  fearful  to  give  expression— not 
one  desire  to  which  he  will  sacrifice  a  single  atom 
of  what  he  beUeves  to  be  the  truth — and  not  one 
man  nor  one  argument  opposed  to  him,  which  he 
fears  to  meet  or  is  afraid  of  conquering.  In  both 
situations  he  appears  a  man,  and  an  Englishman  : 
but  on  the  hustings  he  appears  as  an  Englishman, 
with  many  of  the  prejudices  of  those  who  feel,  but 
do  not  think ;  while  in  the  House,  his  thoughts  and 
his  feelings  are  in  such  admirable  keeping,  that  he 
is  the  very  model  of  independent  men  and  capti- 
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vating  speakers, — and  the  rush  of  all  parties  into 
the  House  when  he  rises,  the  deep  silence  during 
the  statement  of  his  arguments,  and  the  trium- 
phant and  involuntary  cheers  which  burst  out 
when  he  makes  his  appeals  to  the  principles  of  the 
English  Constitution,  and  the  feelings  of  the  Eng- 
lish heart,  prove  that  he  commands  this  character 
even  from  those  who  are,  poUtically  speaking,  the 
most  violently  opposed  to  him. 

Now,  if  the  Sir  Francis  Burdett  of  the  House 
be  so  very  superior  a  personage,  in  all  that  can  ren- 
der a  Statesman  efficient  and  valuable,  to  the  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  of  the  hustings,  then  it  must  fol- 
low, that,  notwithstanding  all  its  imperfections  and 
its  errors,  there  is  something  in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment which  tends  to  elevate  and  to  ennoble  the 
human  character ;  but  which  might  be  destroyed, 
and  certainly  would  be  weakened,  if  each  member 
of  that  House  were  to  have  his  original  education 
and  his  annual  exercise  upon  the  hustings. 

But  if  the  representatives  of  the  British  people 
were  wholly  chosen  by  that  people  in  public  assem- 
blies, for  very  short  periods  of  time,  then  the  public 
could  not  exercise  over  them  that  watchful  jealousy 
— ^that  power  superior  to  all  Parliaments  and  to 
all  kings,  which  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  attri^ 
butes  of  the  present  system.  It  would  not  be  a 
wholesome  state  of  the  laws,  if  the  judges  and  the 
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jury  were  to  be  the  familiar  associates  of  all  per- 
sons put  upon  their  trial;  and  as  little  would  it  be 
a  wholesome  state  of  the  British  Government,  if 
there  were  any  strong  bias  on  the  part  of  the  people 
in  favour  of  their  representatives.  PubUc  opinion 
(not  in  any  meeting  that  can  be  assembled,  for  pub- 
lic opinion  is  not  the  opinion  of  pubhc  meetings,  or, 
at  any  rate,  it  is  never  expressed  there,)  is  the  grand 
bulwark  of  English  liberty ;  and  so  long  as  it  is 
kept  in  vigorous  exercise  by  the  general  difiiision 
of  intelligence,  the  people  have  an  advantage,  which 
it  would  be  dangerous  to  exchange  for  any  theo- 
retical reform  or  change  of  the  Constitution  that 
could  be  named ;  and  an  opiate  which  would  make 
John  Bull  slumber  at  his  post,  would  be  dearly 
purchased  by  the  best  constructed  piece  of  mecha- 
nism that  could  be  set  up  and  called  a  Constitution. 
As  they  at  present  exist,  there  may  be,  indeed 
must  be,  faults  in  all  the  three  branches  of  the 
British  Grovemment ;  but  while  the  British  people 
retain  their  energy  and  their  intelligence,  there  is  a 
far  more  certain  corrective  of  those  faults  than  it 
would  be  possible  to  write  upon  scrolls  of  parch- 
ment, and  seal  with  official  signets.  Deterioration 
is  the  tendency  of  every  human  institution ;  and 
no  form  of  Grovernment  ever  did  or  ever  will  be- 
come purer  by  its  own  effects.  Instead,  therefore, 
of  seeking  after  a  perfect  system,  which,  were  it 
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even  possible  to  obtain^  would  not  remain  per- 
fect for  a  day,  the  safe  plan,  and  the  plan  which 
^ves  England  its  poUtical  advantages,  is,  that,  if 
practical  wrong  be  done,  the  people  have  a  voice 
which  can  make  the  proudest  Peer  tremble,  and 
the  securest  Minister  totter  in  his  seat. 
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CHAPTER    VIIL 

THE    HOUSE    OF    LORDS    a. 


^^  A  Lord's  acquaintance ! — Let  him  file  his  biU." 

Pope. 


There  is  nothing  which  more  clearly  indicates 
the  advance  that  has  been  made  by  the  people  of 
England,  than  the  change  that  the  lapse  of  cen- 
turies has  produced  upon  those  titled  personages 
who  compose  the  Upper  House  of  FarUament. 
The  aristocratic  principle  is  all  that  is  left  of  the 
i^irit  of  those  haughty  Barons,  who  were  once  the 
tyrants  of  their  vassals  and  the  dictators  to  their 
Xing;  and  even  this  principle  is  now  changed 
in  its  operation, — ^it  is  acted  upon  by  that  part  of 
the  Aristocracy  which  is  connected  with  the  ad- 
ministration, having  a  leaning  toward  and  a  de* 
pendence  lippn  monarchy;  and  that  part  which  is 
in  opposition,  having  a  leaning  toward  and  a  de- 
pendence uppn  the  people.  It  is  this  division  of 
the  Aristocracy  which  produces  confusion  among 
the  political  parties  of  England,   and  makes  it 

vol..  I.  L 
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always  difficult  for  a  foreigner,  and  sometimes  dif- 
ficult for  a  native,  to  unravel  the  perplexity  and 
understand  the  nature  of  those  parties.  What 
renders  this  more  difficult,  especially  for  foreigners, 
is,  that  there  is  no  such'  division  among  the  Aris- 
tocracy  of  any  other  country ;  because  in  no  other 
country  have  the  nobles  who  are  not  in  office 
and  confidence  at  Court  such  a  power  on  which  to 
lean,  as  that  of  the  people  of  England.  It  may 
be  galling  to  the  pride  of  the  English  opposition 
nobles,  thus  to  find  the  people  the  main  tower  of 
their  political  strength ;  but  that  does  not  alter  the 
fact  from  being  so,  or  becoming  more  so  every 
day ; — ^although  the  nobles  be  sometimes  too  blind, 
or  too  haughty,  to  use  it  as  they  should  in  pcdiey^ 
or  make  a  return  for  it  as  they  ought  in  gratitude. 

Whoever  attends  to  the  ipembers  that  vote  upon 
the  opposite  sides  of  any  great  political  question  in 
the  House  of  Hjords,  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  that 
the  numerical  array  for  and  against  the  Minister,  in 
that  House,  are  pretty  nearly  in  the  same  ratio  to 
each  other  as  in  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  yet, 
consideraig  that  instead  of  being  chosen  by  any 
popular  influence,  the  Lords,  both  sfHfituid  and 
temppra],  hold  their  c^ces  immediately  from  the 
Crown,  and  hold  them  for  life  if  sjHritual,  and 
vdth  succession  to  heirs  if  temporal,  those  who 
regard  the  mere  form  of  appointment  and  dura- 
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tion  for  which  the  appomtment  is  to  last,  as  the 
sole  foundations  of  liberal  principle  and  indepen*. 
dent  conduct  in  the  persons  appointed,  would  na* 
turallj  conclude*-at  least  in  consistency  with  their 
doctrines  they  would  conclude,  that  the  whole  of 
an  assembly  thus  appointed,  would  be  indifferent, 
and  in  opposition  to  that  people;  who  have  no  voice 
whatever  in  their  nomination.  But  if  one  ai^es 
in  the  safe  manner.*^from  the  fact  to  the  cause  of 
of  it,  one  finds  that  as  the  hereditary  Peers  and 
Court-appointed  Bishops  do  divide  for  and  against 
opitiions,  in  nearly  the  same  numbers  as  the  sep^ 
tennial  Commoners,  some  of  whom  are  elected  by 
general  poll,  and  most  of  them  by  some  number  of 
persons,— "then  one  cannot  help  coming  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  the  mode  and  time  of  appointment 
have  not  half  as  much  influence  as  the  control 
which  is  ^Kercised  afterwards.  Nor  does  it  appear, 
that  though  the  additions  to  the  House  of  liords, 
ty  creation,  have  been  very  considerable  during 
the  last  thirty  years,  the  state  of  parties  in  that 
House  has  taken  a  much  more  illiberal  or  Courtly 
bias,  than  it  had  in  former  times.  The  fact  is, 
that  before  a  Commons' can  procure  an  elevation 
to  the  peerage,  he  must  either  be  a  vnian  so  conspi^ 
cuous  for  tidents  or  public  services,  as  to  have  a 
duuucter,  his  own  respect  for  which  must  prevent 
him  from  doing  any  thing  very  degrading;  or  he 
l2 
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must  have  been  so  long  and  so  devotedly  a  Court  fa* 
vourite,  as  to  have  detached  an  old  Peer  from  that 
party,  and  thrown  him  upon  the  oppo^te  one. 

While  the  House  of  Commons  have  a  good  deal 
of  the  bustle,  the  activity,  and  the  brawling  of  bar- 
risters in  their  composition  and  manner,  the  Lords 
possess  much  of  the  solemnity  of  Judges;  and 
whether  it  be  from  the  presence  of  the  Church  dig- 
nitaries, the  greater  softness  of  the  woolsacks,  the 
greater  delicacy  of  lordly  polish,  the  presence  of  the 
throne,  or  the  occasional  presence  of  the  Sovereign 
in  froprid  penonA^  it  may,  pei'haps,  be  difficult  to 
say,  but  there  is  a  slowness  and  quietude — an 
orderly  softness  about  the  Upper  House,  which  has 
a  good  deid  of  the  appearance,  and  probaUy  also 
a  tittle  of  the  real  essence,  of  dullness. 

Besides  the  power  of  making  and  repealing  laws, 
which  the  Peers  possess  in  common  with  the  King 
and  the  Lower  House,  they  constitute  the  supreme 
Judicature  of  the  country, — ^take  cogmzance  of 
treasons  and  other  high  crimes,  try  all  who  are  im- 
peached by  the  Commons,  and  deliver  their  sen- 
tences, not  by  oath  or  conscience,  but  laying  th^ 
right  hands  upon  their  breasts,  give  forth  their 
"guilty,^  or  ^^not  guilty,'^— "uppn  their  honour;''*— 

^  So  are  all,  all  honourable  men." 
Furthermore,  they  form  the  ultimate  Court  of  ap- 
peal, as  well  in  law  as  in  equity — which  latter 
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branch  of  their  power  has,  in  as  far  as  the  equity  is 
concerned,  a  slight  trace  of  absurdity  in  it,— inas- 
much as,  in  the  matter  of  English  cases  at  least, 
it  is  merely  an  appeal  from  the  Chancellor  on  the 
bench  at  Lincoln^s  Inn,  to  the  Chancellor  upon 
the  woolsack  in  the  old  Court  of  Requests  at 
Westminster. 

One  naturally  feels  an  anxiety  to  be  within  this 
house,  and  in  consequence  of  its  being  a  Court  oi 
justice  as  well  as  a  Court  of  law,  one  may,  upon 
ordinary  occasions,  enter  it  without  paying  that  tax 
by  which,  every  pubUc  exhibition— I  mean  every 
exhibition  of  that  which  is  really  the  property  of 
the  pubUc— is  disgraced,— a  disgrace  which  pro- 
claims more  loudly  that  Mammon  is  the  idol  of  the 
Babylonian  worship,  than  any  other  circumstance 
that  could  be  named.  Turning  to  the  left,  after 
you  have  gained  the  termination  of  those  steps 
which  lead  from  the  South  end  of  Westminster 
Hall  to  the  lobbies  and  labyrinths  of  the  Senate- 
house,  you  enter  a  small  and  dark  door  upon  your 
right,  and  after  two  or  three  turnings  more  you 
enter  the  House  of  Lords^ — an  apartment  which  im- 
presses you  with  any  ideas  save  those  of  grandeur. 

At  the  farther  or  upper  end  of  the  room  stands 
the  throne,  with  gilded  columns  of  the  CorinthiiEm 
order,  and  drapery  which,  whatever  may  be  its 
individual  taste,  by  no  means  accords  with  the  grey 
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sobrie^  of  the  ancient  tapestry  with  which  the 
walls  are  hung,  and  which  shows  the  portraiture  of 
the  once  formidable  Armada,  piled  ship  above  ship 
in  defiance  of  every  principle  of  perspective,  and 
the  effi^es  of  the  great  men  of  the  days  of  Queen 
Bess,  as  dark  and  grim  as  heart  can  desire.  To 
the  right  of  the  throne  is  a  seat  for  the  heir  ap- 
parent, and  to  the  left,  another  for  the  next  in  pre- 
sumptive succession.  Below  the  heir  apparent^  on 
the  same  side,  sit  the  Lords  Spiritual,  who  are 
allowed  backs  to  their  seats  upon  all  occasions* 
Farther  down  are  the  seats  of  the  Members  erf  the 
Administration^  and  of  those  Peers  who  are  under- 
stood to  vote  with  them  ;  and  farther  down  still  is 
a.  small  matted  space^  where  the  sons  of  Peers^  or, 
1  believe,  members  of  the  other  House,  may  stand 
or  lie,  as  they  feel  inclined,  and  listen  to  the  solemn 
voices  of  the  beneficed  and  titled  orators.  On  the 
other  side  are  the  benches  for  the  opposition ;  and 
in  the  centre,  there  are  tables  for  the  clerks,  and 
woolsacks  for  the  Chattcdlor  of  England  and  the 
twelve  Judges.  Whether  it  be  that  the  U{»ight- 
ness  of  justice  is  understood  to  preserve  these  at  all 
times  in  a  perpendicular  position,  I  know  not ;  but 
certain  it  is,  that  they  can  have  no  physical  leaning 
while  they  are  in  the  House,  as  there  are  no  rests 
for  the  back  or  the  elbows  even  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, who,  in  this  respect,  is  less  comfortably  ac- 
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oommodated  than  the  Speaker  of  the  Lower  House. 
The  office  of  that  personage  is  one  of  much  in- 
flu^ice  and  emolument ;  but  truly  it  would  require 
to  be  SO)  because,  taking  the  number  and  the  im- 
portance of  his  avocations  into  consideration,  there 
is  not  in  England,  and  periiaps  not  in  the  w(Nrld, 
£m  officer  who  has  more  severe  or  constant  labour. 

Below  the  bar,  where  you  take  your  station, 
unless  you  arefavoured  with  a  peep  by  the  side  of 
the  curtain  behind  the  throne,  is  the  place  where 
counsel  plead  and  witnesses  give  evidence^  and  also 
whare  the  reporters  far  the  newspcqpers,  whom  the 
House  considers  as  not  being  there,  take  note  of 
the  stream  of  eloquence  as  it  rui^s  and  broadens. 
Here  tliey  or  the  other  strangers  have  nothing 
whereupon  they  may  sit --it  being  understood  that 
the  things  said  are  either  of  so  much  importance  as 
that  people  shall  be  glad  to  be  allowed  to  stand 
and  bear  theol,  or  so  very  soft  and  opiate,  that  the 
most  natural  position  is  that  of  sleep. 

You  enter  just  as  the  Chancellor  has  taken  his 
seat  upon  the  woolsack,  and  while  there  is  no  other 
petscHi  in  the  House,  save  a  casual  Bishop,  who 
oHnes  to  render  darkness  visible  upon  that  inter- 
minable subject  of  profoimd — or,  as  I  should  rather 
say^  batkotic  l^;islation-«the  marriage  act ;  or  to 
"  set  forth  and  show^  as  much  of  the  wisdom  of 
the  Deans  and  Doctors  of  bis  Diocess,  as  can  be 
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embodied  in  a  petition ;  but,  as  your  very  piou^ 
or  very  profound  man  is  always  so  far  of  the  order 
of  Pecora^  as  that  he  ruminates—chews  the  cud  on 
that  which  is  within  him^  the  head  of  the  Lord 
Spiritual  is  so  deeply  delved  in  between  his  lawn 
sleeves,  and  these  repose  with  such  firmness  and 
quietude  upon  the  back  of  the  seats  which  are  set 
apart  for  their  Graces  of  Canterbury  and  York^ — 
upon  the  which  haply  the  edge  of  his  meditation 
may  be  turned,  that  he  has  more  the  appearance  of 
a  sinless  and  snowy  thing,  than  of  a  partaker  in 
those  waywardnesses  and  vanities  which  the  eating 
of  the  fatal  apple  has  entailed  upon  the  children 
of  the  earthly  Adam. 

The  Chancellor  is  therefore, — except  mere  door- 
keepers, and  messengers,  and  clerks,  with  a  linger- 
ing  and  apparently  lifeless  reporter  or  two,  stretch- 
ed recumbent  upon  the  floor—beings  whom  a  stran- 
ger with  his  eye  in  quest  of  lordly  looks,  and  his 
ear  perked  up  for  lordly  eloquence,  Jias  no  dispo- 
sition and  indeed  no  power  to  recognize, — the 
Chancellor  is  the  only  person  you  behold,  sitting 
with  the  imperturbable  serenity  and  unbroken 
cheerfulness  of  a  Bramin  at  his  devotions,  amid  the 
richness  of  some  Indian  solitude.  You  cannot  help 
feeling  pleased  that  you  are  enabled  thus  to  con* 
template  this  man, — many  would  compliment  him 
by  saying  this  nobleman — ^this  foremost  of  England's 
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Peers,  in  importance  of  office,  and  (discounting 
prejudkes)  I  may  also,  with  perfect  safety^  add, 
in  clearness  and  in  grasp  of  intellect — many  would 
omipliment  Lord  Eldon  thus ;  but,  it  is  more  due 
to  his  being  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  with- 
out money  to  pay  or  friends  to  plead  for  his  ad« 
vanceroent — ^to  his  unbounded  knowledge  of  justice 
and  of  equity  between  man  and  man — to  his  un» 
wearied  attention  to  his  professional  and  parlia- 
mentary duties — to  his  undeviating  strai^t-for^ 
wardness  in  his  political  course,  even  in  all  its  er- 
rors and  ail  its  antiquated  darkness,  which  will 
not  bend  themselves  to  the  line,  or  come  out  to  the 
light  of  the  spirit  and  practice,  of  an  ever-changing 
world,  to  pay  the  tribute  to  man.  You  are  pleased, 
and  you  have  great  reason  to  be  pleased,  that  you 
are  enabled  to  contemplate  Lord  Eldon,  without 
any  thing  to  distract  your  observation  or  disturb 
your  reflections ;  and  when  you  look  upon  him,  you 
cannot  but  feel  that  you  are  looking  at  a  person- 
age of  no  every-day  occurrence.  The  lines  of  his 
face,  deeply  as  they  are  marked,  have  none  of  those 
twistings  and  angularities  which  say  that  the  spirit 
within,  whatever  may  be  its  strength  or  its  spark- 
ling, is  apt  to  be  blown  about  by  the  winds  of  ad- 
verse passions.  There  is  a  shrewdness — a  perfect 
agprofondmement  in  every  point  of  his  visage,  which 
shows  you  that  his  mind  can  in  an  instant  scim  the 
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whole,  and  measure  the  parts,  of  tbe  most  ext^sive 
and  most  compHcated  subject  that  can  come  before 
him ;  there  is  a  firmness  and  yet  a  softness— -or  ra« 
ther,  perhaps,  I  should  say  a  self-confidence  and  re- 
pose, in  the  strong  muscles  about  his  lips^  winch 
at  once  tell  you  that  he  will  never  utter  what  he  does 
not  himself  believe,  and  that  he  will  never  utter  it 
in  a  way  which  shall  not  be  agreeable.  His  eyes, 
though  they  have  the  stillness  and  the  apparentdq>th 
of  mountain  lakes,  when  the  wind  daises  not  even 
whisper,  and  though  they  indicate  that  some  pro- 
found mental  operation  is  going  on  within, — some 
knotty  point,  darkened  by  all  the  sophistry  of  the 
bar,  and  damaged  by  the  blundering  of  less  clear- 
headed men  of  the  bench,  is  in  the  act  of  being  re* 
solved,  and  biought  back  again  to  clearness  and 
coni^stency — or  some  deeply  laid  and  cunningly 
conducted  frauds  by  which  generati<ms  unborn  were 
all  but  spoiled  o{  dieir  heritage,  is  in  the  very  arti- 
cle of  being  detected,  exposed,  put  an  end  to, — 
though  they  tell  you  this,  they  have  none  of  that 
dull  filminess,  that  oblivious  glimmer  of  hunting 
after  thought,  which  deadens  the  eyes  of  minor 
men  while  in  cogitation  upon  minor  subjects : 
there  plays  a  gentleness,  a  perfect  good  humour^ 
a  wit — happy  and  harmless  as  thdt  of  an  in&nt,  and 
a  something  else  which  no  one  can  name,  about 
them,  which,  if  you  have  any  speculaticm  in  you 
at  all,  force  you  to  come  to  the  concluaon  that 
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the  cheerfulness  which  Lord  Eldon  has  uniformly 
possessed  diuing  the  very  long  period  of  his 
labours,  is  a  cheerfulness  resulting  from  the  con« 
sciousness  of  having  done  his  duty, — a  consci- 
ousness in  which,  if  you  be  free  from  prejudice, 
you  cannot  bring  yourself  to  beheve  that  he  is 
mistaken. 

I  am  not  praising  the  pohtician,  for,  if  politics 
were  any  part  of  my  present  object,  I  think  that 
even  I  could  demonstrate  that  the  whole  tenour  <^ 
Lord  Eldon^s  has  been  wrong ;  and  I  think  I  could 
be  aUe  to  show,  that  not  a  httle  of  the  error  here 
has  resulted  from  the  contradictory  nature  erf  the 
duties  which  he  is  called  upon  to  perform,  and  from 
the  intense  application  with  which  he  has  given  up 
his  mind  to  the  awarding  of  equity  among  ^^  things 
as  they  are.^'  If  a  Constitution  or  a  code  of  laws 
were  to  be  made  for  a  country.  Lord  Eldon  is,  per->> 
haps,  the  very  last  man  that  diould  be 'chosen  to 
make  them ;  because  the  foundation  of  all  that  he 
has  thought  and  decided,  has  been  in  laws  pre- 
existent ;  and  so  intently  has  he  devoted  himself 
to  these,  that  he  must  have  overlooked  many  parts 
of  the  mechanism  of  society, — ^parts  which  are 
the  most  essential  to  original  legislation.  As  little 
could  any  man  rec<Hnmend  Lord  Eldon>  as  one  who 
could  help  forward  human  nature,  either  in  intel- 
lectual or  in  social  im|^x)vement.  Improvement  of 
every  kind,  though  not  illegal,  is  ex/ro-legal — there 
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is  no  recogmtion  of  it,  and  no  provision  for  it,  upon 
the  Statute-book ;  and  therefore  it  follows,  by  ne- 
cessary consequence,  that  upon  all  points  of  spe- 
culation^  whether  political  or  commercial.  Lord 
Eldon,  or  any  man  circumstanced  and  acting  like 
Lord  Eldon,  should  take  the  illiberal  side.  The 
law  is  nowhere  a  school  of  liberality — I  mean,  of 
course,  liberality  of  views.  It  ties  men  down  to  a 
rule,  and  levels  all  the  aspirations  of  ambition  and 
genius  to  one  uniform  tenor  of  precedent  or  equi- 
ty. That  there  are  liberal,  and  even  speculative 
men,  belonging  to  the  legal  profession,  cannot  be 
denied ;  but  they  are  liberal  in  spite  of  their  pro- 
fession, and  not  in  consequence  of  it ;  and  where^ 
ever  such  a  lawyer  exists,  it  will,  upon  examina- 
tion, uniformly  be  found,  that  the  books  which  he 
voluntarily  reads^  and  the  themes  which  come  un- 
bidden to  his  contemplation,  are  very  different 
from  rescripts^  and  decretals,  and  comments,  and 
statutes,  and  cases.  Brougham,  for  instance,  is  a 
lawyer ;  and  he  is  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  best 
informed,  and  the  most  liberal  man,  upon  all  sub- 
jects that  bear  upon  the  improvement  or  the  hap- 
piness of  man.  But  though  Brougham  be  a  very 
able  and  exceedingly  eloquent  lawyer,  it  does  not 
require  an  inquisition  into  the  fact,  to  know  that 
the  law  cannot  be  the  single  or  even  the  main  sub- 
ject about  which  the  gigantic  mind  of  Brougham  is 
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interested.  Upon  examination,  it  would  be  found 
that  Brougham  has  always  some  grand  scheme — 
some  intellectual  hobby^  for  which  his  thoughts  are 
ever  and  anon  deserting  the  society  of  John  Doe 
and  Richard  Roe,  and  to  which  they  turn  with  a 
fondness,  and  cling  with  a  pertinacity,  unknown 
in  his  profession  of  a  lawyer,  weU  versed  and  suc- 
cessful in  that  as  he  is. 

That  Lord  Eldon — ^that  the  humbly  descended, 
and  for  a  long  time  unsuccessful  and  neglected 
John  Scott,  should  have  risen  to  the  very  summit 
of  trust-worthy  and  political  office, — should  have 
been  for  so  long  a  period  Lord  Chancellor  of  Eng- 
land and  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  and  the 
lang^s  consdence,  is  equally  creditable  to  himself 
and  to  his  country.  I  do  not  say  that  his  conduct 
as  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord  Keeper  of  the 
Royal  conscience  has  been  equally  honourable^ 
or  equally  advantageous  to  either  party ;  because  I 
em  not  sure  that  those  high  offices  are  so  compa- 
tible with  each  other,  as  that  those  talents^  and  that 
turn  of  mind  and  train  of  study^  which  qualify  a 
inan  for  being  eminently  valuable  and  successful  in 
the  one  of  them,  may  not  prevent  him  from  being 
«o  valuable  and  successful  in  the  other.  What 
theoretical  connexion  there  may  be  between  that 
profound  judgment  in  matters  of  equity,  which  is 
essential  to  a  good  Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  keep- 
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ing  of  a  Royal  conscieiice,  I  do  not  pretend  to 
know  ;  i\either  can  I^  for  the  soul  of  me,  fiiid  out 
upon  what  principle  they  have  been  united  toge* 
ther;  but  of  this  I  am  certain,  that  the  duties  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England^  as  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, are  quite  enough  for  any  man,  without 
troubling  him  with  so  nice  and  delicate  a  function 
as  that  of  conscience-keeping, — ^a  thing  wbicli,  of 
all  things  in  the  world,  is  ever  the  most  in  danger 
of  sJipinng  through  the  finga*s  even  of  him  to 
whom  by  birthright  it  belongs.  Conscience  is 
altogether  an  inexplicable,  and  even  a  contradictory 
matter :  for,  even  in  common  language,  the  increase 
of  it  is  accounted  precisely  the  same  as  the  dimi- 
nution ;  and  to  have  an  over-large  conscieuce,  and 
no  conscience  at  all,  is,  in  ordinary  parlance,  one 
and  the  same  thing. 

Prd)ably  the  incompatibility  of  these  two  parts 
of  his  office  may  account  for  the  doubtful  nature 
of  Lord  Eldon'^s  judgment  in  politics,  while  in 
law  it  is  so  very  profound  and  correct  Altogether, 
however,  he  is  an  uncommon  man — uncommon,  not 
in  a  party  or  an  administration  merely,  but  unc(»n- 
mon  in  a  nation  or  an  age— «ven  in  nations  or 
ages.  Even  his  enemies,  and  they  have  been  nei- 
ther few  nor  silent,  must  concede  to  him  the  pos- 
session of  natural  talents  and  cap^ities  of  the 
very  highest  order ;  nor  can  they  deny  to  him  the 
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largest  stock  of  acquired  knowledge — that  is  more 
especially,  or  rather  perhaps  exclusively,  of  ac- 
quired l^al  knowledge,  of  any  man  now  living. 
As  might  be  expected,  his  logic  is  close  and  clear, 
where  his  judgment  is  profound;  and  dwindles 
into  sophistry,  or  drawls  in  assertion,  where  his 
judgment  is  clouded  or  imperfect.  His  ingenuity, 
indeed,  is  always  such,  that  when  he  is  combating 
even  the  clearest  proposition,  either  of  his  avowed 
opponents,  or  of  the  more  generally  enUgfatened 
part  of  his  colleagues  in  the  Ministry,  there  is  al- 
ways a  semblance  of  ratiocination  in  his  speed],— 
a  b^inning  and  an  end  in  his  argummt,  however 
much  it  may  be  disjointed  and  broken  in  the 
middle. 

From  his  voice,  his  language,  or  his  style,  Lord 
Eldon  derives  but  little  assistance.  Bom  a  North- 
umbriap,  as  I  believe,  the  uncouth  huskiness  of  the 
Northumbrian  orthoepy  still  cleaves  to  him;  nor 
does  it  appear  that  he  has  attempted  to  change  it--« 
at  any  rate,  he  has  not  succeeded;  and  I  should  sup. 
pose,  that  Lord  Eldon  attends  too  much  to  the  ideas 
which  he  is  delivering,  to  have  any  leisure  or  any 
vrish  to  set  the  syllables  in  which  they  are  delivered 
to  die  mwnc  of  sweet  songs.  His  language  is  simjde 
and  natural,  with  an  occasional  looseness^  which 
one  woiildrmot  expect  in  so  acute  a  discriminator^ 
and  SO'  clear-headed  a  Judge.    The  style  of  his 
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speaking, — ^and  that  may  in  part  be  derived  from 
his  interferences  in  reefing  the  large  and  lumbering 
sails  of  the  Chancery  barristers,  is  homely  ai^d 
coUoquial ;  and  though  he  not  unfrequently  sins  in 
a  joke,  or  spots  the  solemnity  both  of  the  bench 
and  the  woolsack  with  a  remarkably  good-natured 
and  generally  well-timed  witticism  or  piece  of 
humour,  yet  he  is  never  guilty  of  blowing  tropes 
and  figures  into  those  tornadoes  of  rhetorical  rage, 
by  which  some  orators  confound  alike  their  own 
arguments  and  the  understandings  of  their  hearers. 
When  Lord  Eldon  speaks  without  sophistry,  .you 
are  always  sure  to  understand  him,  and  convinced 
that  he  understands  himself;  and  even  when  he 
takes  to  his  sophisms,  you  can  see  perfectly  well 
what  he  is  after,  and  cannot  help  suspecting  that 
he  himself  is  perfectly  aware  that  the  end  he  has 
in  view,  the  means  by  which  he  is  approaching  it, 
or  both  together,  are  not  just  exactly  what  they 
should  be. 

But  the  disadvantages  (if  they  are  disadvantages) 
under  which  Lord  Eldon  labours,  in  voice,  in  lan- 
guage, and  in  style,  are  made  up,  and  perhaps 
more  than  made  up,  by  his  temperament,  his  ex- 
pression, and  his  manner.  His  temperament  is 
more  uniformly  cheerful,  perhaps,  than  that  of  any 
other  man  upon  record,  who  had  the  saoUrimport. 
ant  and  laborious  duties.  ,  As   Chanedlor,   this 
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cheerful,  bland,  and  soothing  appearance  never 
leaves  him ;  and  in  politics,  though  he  be  a  strong, 
and  often  a  prejudiced  and  bigoted  party  man,  he 
is  never  an  angry  or  a  peevish  one.  The  perfect 
intelligence  and  acuteness,  too,  that  stand  confessed 
in  his  every  feature  and  his  every  look,  give  great 
confidence  to  his  friends,  and  much  confusion,  and 
not  a  little  disarming,  to  his  opponents ;  ^^hile  his 
mild,  and  affable,  and  prepossessing  manner  is  cal- 
culated to  win  the  hearts  even  of  those  of  whom  he 
cannot  command  the  understandings. 

Such  are  a  few  traces  of  the  character  of  Lord 
Eldon,  as  they  might  strike  any  one  who  came  un- 
prejudiced to  see  him,  either  on  the  Chancery  bench 
(upon  which,  by  the  way,  I  may  visit  him  another 
time)  or  as  Speaker  of  the  Upper  House  of  Parliiu 
ment ;  and  the  reflections  with  which  I  have  ven- 
tured to  intersperse  them  are  those  which  occurred 
to  myself  when  I  saw  him  (and  it  was  the  first  time 
I  saw  him)  sitting  solitary  among  the  woolsacks. — 
'Hie  importance  of  the  place,  the  great  national 
events  of  whiph  it  had  been  the  nursery,  the  grand 
displays  oi  legislative  and  judicial  power  of  which 
it  had  been  the  scene,  its  limited  size,  its  lonely 
furnishings,  and,  above  all,  its  being  calm  and  al- 
most deserted,  made  such  an  impression  upon  me, 
that  they  drew  me  into  a  reverie  about  wocdsacks 
and  Lord  Chancellors,  and  bowing  Lords  and  nod- 
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ding  Bishops,  that  I  did  not,  till  I  was  forcibly- 
pushed  to  one  side,  perceive  that  the  House,  both 
above  and  below  the  bar,  had  filled,  and  that  room 
was  making  for  a  deputation  of  the  Commons,  who 
were  to  present  some  Bill  or  other  for  the  further- 
ance of  industry  in  the  principality  of  Wales. 

If  I  may  be  permitted  to  use  the  expres^on,  this 
deputation  was  headed  by  the  hospitable  owner  of 
Wynnstay,  and  acknowledged  Lord  of  North  Wales, 
Sir  Watkins  Williams  Wynne,  Baronet.  The  su- 
periority of  station  which  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Peers  assume  to  themselves  over  the  members 
of  the  Lower  House,  is  not  more  strongly  marked  in 
any  thing  than  in  their  official  communications, — 
which  are,  in  fact,  copied  after  the  way  in  which  a 
peer  and  a  peasant  are  understood  to  perform  their 
ordinary  business.  The  Peer  sends  his  servant  to 
do  the  work,  while  he  himself  remains  in  unoccu^ 
pied  and  lordly  state.  The  Commoner,  when 
Peers  first  came  into  fashion,  had  no  menial,  and 
therefore  did  the  business  himself.  It  is  much  the 
same  in  the  intercourse  with  the  two  Houses :  the 
Peers  send  a  message,  and  the  Commons  go  upon  a 
deputation.  The  messenger  in  the  former  case  is 
a  footman,  with  his  cudgel  of  office;  and  though 
the  officer  of  the  House  of  Commons  shoulders  his 
mace,  and  marshals  him  the  way,  upon  leave  of  en- 
trance granted  by  the  Speaker,  yet  it  is  only  the 
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servant  who  comes  and  makes  bis  bows  in  the  Lower 
House,  and  he  turns  his  back  upon  the  Speaker 
the  moment  that  those  are  made.  The  Commons, 
on  the  other  hand,  upon  permission  being  granted 
to  appear  at  their  Lordships^  bar,  come  in  with  as 
many  and  as  sapient  noddings  of  the  head,  as  a 
wooden  mandarin  performs  in  a  tea^lealer^s  win- 
dow ;  the  Chancellor  advances  to  meet  them,  daz- 
zling them  with  the  tinsel  of  his  official  bag,  as  Mi- 
nerva did  the  Trojans  with  her  iEgis ;  and  when 
they  have  said  their  say,  in  as  hasty  and  as  humble 
words  as  possible,  backwards  they  nod  again  after 
the  same  mandarin  fashion,  and  keep  their  eyes 
upon  the  mysterious  satchel,  until  the  click  of  the 
folding  doors  tells  that  they  have  vanished. 

The  deputation  to  which  I  allude  came  in  this 
manner ;  and  certainly  the  majority  of  the  Upper 
House  received  them  with  lordly  nonchalance.  The 
Chancellor  himself  was  the  only  one  that  made  even 
an  inclination  of  the  head,  or  returned  a  smile  as 
the  jwrice  of  all  their  noddings.  In  the  meanwhile, 
a  Right  Reverend  Lord  was  making  a  speaking- 
trumjpet  of  the  Earl  of  Liverpool's  ear ;  Lord  Hol- 
land, with  his  legs  crossed,  and  both  his  hands  on 
the  top  of  a  hazle  staff,  appeared  to  be  humming  a 
tune ;  Lauderdale  was  casting  in,  below  the  benches, 
a  glance  which  would  have  made  one  suppose  he 
was  afraid  of  rats ;  Earl  Grey  had  his  lips  squeezed 
m2 
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together,  and  a  tenseness  and  nudity  over  all  his 
muscles,  as  if  something  had  been  pinching  him, 
and  he  scorning  to  tell  it;  simdry  cqroneted  brows 
and  mitred  heads  were  nodding,  but  assuredly  not 
in  return  for  the  nods  of  the  Commons^  deputa- 
tion ;  and  even  the  soft  Kenyon  hardly  exchanged 
a  look  with  his  compatriot.  While  this  deputa- 
tion was  returning,  the  House  became  more  and 
more  crowded,  the  powers  of  slumbering  got 
themselves  into  their  places  of  repose;  and  the 
whole  Lords,  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  harnessed 
themselves  for  a  debate, — ^the  appearance  of  the 
House  during  which  was  in  itself  too  interesting, 
and  to  me  too  novel,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of 
this  chapter. 
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CHAPTER   IX. 

THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS  6. 

*•*•  Now  the  storm  begins  to  lour.'*  Okay. 


Whatever  influence  the  titles  and  the  honours  of 
the  English  nobility  may  haveupon  their  talents  and 
their  morality,  there  can  be  no  question  that,  both 
out  of  their  House  of  Assembly  and  in  it,*  they  give 
a  tone  of  order  and  dignity  to  their  conduct.  This 
may^  iii  some  measure,  arii^  from  the  circumstance 
of  most  part  of  them  being  older  men  than  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons :  the  occasional 
presence  of  the  Monarch,  and  the  continual  pre- 
sence of  the  throne,  may  also  have  an  effect ;  and 
very  probably  the  presence  of  the  Church  dignita^ 
ries  may  not  be  wholly  without  influence.  But 
whatever  may  be  the  causes — and  it  is  not  worth 
while  to  analyse  or  investigate  them — ^it  is  certain 
that  there  is  a  suavity  and  a  decorum  in  the  conduct 
of  this  House,  which  belong  not  to  any  other  as- 
sembly, whether  of  laymen  or  of  churchmen,  that  I 
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ever  witnessed.  It  is  true,  that  their  harangues  are 
not  just  so  brilliant  as  some  of  those  in  the  Lower 
House ;  but  it  is  equally  true,  that  they  are  less 
discursive,  stick  more  closely  to  the  matter  in  de- 
bate, preserve  a  greater  show  of  civility  towards 
each  other,  do  not  cackle  so  much  when  they  are 
pleased  or  triumphant,  or  make  such  attempts  to 
browbeat  when  they  are  apprehensive;  nor  do  they 
carry  their  animosities  so  often  beyond  the  arena  of 
their  oratory,  as  they  of  the  House  of  Conunons. 
They  have  been  taunted  by  men  of  more  gUb 
tongues  and  more  flexible  notions :  they  have  been 
called  the  House  of  Incurables ;  but,  to  me  at  least, 
they  appear  to  be  incurable  only  in  the  same  way 
with  a  man  who  is  already  in  perfect  health.  Nor 
ought  it  to  be  forgotten,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
Commons  are  the  Constitutional  watchmen  in  every 
thing  that  concerns  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
people,  the  Lords  have  often  detected  flaws,  and 
redsted  encroachments  upon  rights  which  did  not 
belong  to  themselves  as  a  body,  and  which  the 
Commons  had  wholly  overlooked.  At  the  present 
moment,  notwithstanding  the  mass  of  business-talent 
which  is  in  the  Lower  House,  it  is  the  Chairman  of 
the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Lords,  who  is  the 
grand  assay-master  of  all  private  Bills,  and  who  cer- 
tainly discovers,  and  as  certainly  strikes  out  those 
illegal  but  concealed  clauses,  which  the  framers  of 
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such  Bills  often  smuggle  in^  in  order  to  forward 
their  own  interests.  I  had  myself  occasion  to  know 
of  a  case  in  which  the  public  had  to  fight  against  as 
unprincipled  a  set  of  jobbers  as  ever  disgraced  of- 
fice,'in  a  situation  so  remote  as  to  be  without  the 
control  of  the  high  and  honoiu-able  servants  of  the 
Crown,  and  guardians  of  pubhc  right.  Clause  af- 
ter clause,  and  sentence  after  sentence,  of  the  draft 
of  the  Bill  had,  by  those  who  had  no  party  interest 
to  serve,  been  foughten  as  hard,  and  won  as  fairly, 
as  ever  were  the  inches  of  a  battle-field.  When  the 
Bill  was  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons,  it 
was  known  that  there  was  one  faulty  little  clause — 
one  provision  for  a  job— a  job  not  better  than  a 
beggar^s  alms  indeed,  but  still  a  job ;  and  it  was 
hoped  that  the  wisdom  of  the  House  of  Commons 
would  wash  out  the  little  spot.  But  they  did  not. 
It  passed  that  House  without  a  single  observation ; 
and  those  agents  and  members  who  were  aware  of 
it,  and  hostile  to  it,  were  afraid  to  bring  it  into 
notice,  lest  they  should  thereby  stir  up  an  opposi- 
tion which  would  be  fatal  to  the  whole  measure. 
The  moment,  however,  that  it  went  to  a  Committee 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  the  Earl  of  Shaftsbury 
laid  his  finger  upon  the  faulty  clause,  he  dash- 
ed it  out  as  unparliamentary.  This,  of  course, 
is  but  one  instance  out  of  many ;  and,  trifling 
though  it  be,  it  shows  the  prejudice  which  exists,  or 
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rather  which  occasionally  exists,  that  the  capa- 
city and  utility  of  this  House  do  not  rest  upon 
the  very  surest  of  all  foundations.  It  is  true, 
that  the  coronet  is  often  placed  upon  brows,  where 
it  can  neither  dignify  nor  be  dignified ;  but  it  is 
not  less  true,  that  the  Peers  of  Parliament  are  as 
thoroughly  imbued  with  the  principles  and  the  love 
of  liberty,  and  with  the  knowledge  of  every  thing 
that  can  advance  the  interests  of  society,  as  any 
class  of  British  subjects.  Nor  are  they  the  less 
likely  to  exercise  those  feelings,  and  defend  those 
rights,  because  they  are  somewhat  more  measured 
in  their  temper  and  their  eloquencie  than  the  mem- 
bers of  the  other  House. 

The  debate  which  followed  the  presenting  of  the 
Welch  Bill,  and  sundry  other  minor  matters  of 
form  and  detail^  was  long,  interesting,  and  animated; 
so  that  in  the  course  of  it  I  had  occasion  to  see  and 
to  hear  most  of  the  leading  speakers  of  the  day. 
One  of  those  speakers,  and  in  point  of  ardent  love 
of  hberty  and  of  man,  of  perfect  and  impassioned 
eloquence,  of  keen  perception,  of  overpowering 
elegance,  of  commanding  manliness,  and  of  un- 
rivalled empire  over  every  passion  of  the  human 
heart,  has  since  then  paid  the  final  tribute  to  nature; 
and  no  equal  or  near  follower  to  him,  in  any  of  his 
higher  attributes,  has  yet  been  found.  I  need  not 
say  that  I  allude  to  the  late  Lord  Erskine, — a  man 
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in  whom  the  sheer  and  ahnost  unbidden  power  of 
genius  planted  itself  with. a  firmness,  and  shot  up 
with  a  strength  and  a  sublimity,  to  which  there  is 
nothing  counterpart  in  the  recent  annals  of  the 
world.  Bom  not  under  the  most  auspicious  cir- 
cumstances, and  nurtured  not  upon  the  world's 
most  flowery  side,  a  portion  of  the  genuine  spirit  of 
man — an  intense  breathing  of  that  afflatus  which 
not  all  the  Courts  and  all  the  Colleges  in  the  world 
can  inspire,  came  upon  the  Hon.  Thomas  Erskine, 
and  enabled  him,  in  the  teeth  of  many  an  adverse 
circumstance,  to  make  a  stand  for  English  Uberty, 
and  take  a  station  among  British  patriots^  of  which 
the  genuine  instances  are  but  too  easily  numbered. 
When  a  general  movement  toward  revolution  on 
the  part  of  nations,  and^  a  general  disposition  to 
meet  that  movement  with  haughtiness  and  harsh- 
ness on  the  part  of  their  rulers,  threatened  to  la- 
cerate the  social  compact  in  many  of  the  European 
States — when  the  Government  of  this  country,  yet 
feeling  the  disgrace  and  defeat  which  it  had  sustain- 
ed from  its  own  colonists  in  the  West,  and  dreading 
the  dark  clouds  which  were  every  where  collecting 
in  the  most  lowering  and  appalling  shapes  in  the 
East^  was  distiurbed  from  its  usual  wisdom  (as  one 
would  suppose)  and  driven  away  from  its  usual 
paternal  solicitude  for  the  happiness,  the  prosperity, 
and  (may  I  also  add  ?)  the  liberty  of  its  subjects. 
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dnd  proceeding  or  preparing,  or  at  least  seeming  to 
prepare^  for  modes  of  actions  and  lines  of  policy 
which,  had  they  been  adopted  and  proceeded'  in, 
might  have  embroiled  it  in  the  impending  ruin, 
Thomas  Eirskine  arose,  and  did  perhaps  more  for 
the  Government,  and  certainly  more  for  the  people 
of  England,  than  any  other  man  of  almost  any 
time.  When  they  who  looked  only  to  the  stability 
of  the  throne,  or  rather  to  the  security  of  their  own 
places  under  the  throne,  were  preparing,  in  the 
anguish  of  begun  despair,  to  do  that  which  even 
they  never  would  have  dreamed  of  in  the  exercise 
of  judicious  courage — when  even  the  orators,  who 
profess  to  despise  that  which  they  had  schooled 
themselves  in  oratory  in  the  hope  of  obtaining, 
were  wavering  and  irresolute,  or,  at  any  rate, 
wasting  their  time  and  dissipating  their  abilities  in 
Utopian  projects  of  general  reform,  which  never 
were  fitted,  and  probably  never  intended,  to  come 
into  practical  operation — when  the  very  comer- 
stone  of  England^s  Palladium  was  threatened  to  be 
moved  from  its  place — when  the  most  glorious  leaf 
in  the  volume  of  her  liberties  seemed  about  to  be 
^ven  as  dry  stubble  to  the  blasts  of  anarchy — when 
that  Jury  of  his  Peers,  by  which  England^s  best 
law  says  that  every  man  shall  be  tried,  was  in 
jeopardy  of  being  made  a  piece  of  idle  mummery — 
when  there  was  some  danger  that  justice  would 
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fling  clean  away  the  scales  of  equity  and  the  cur- 
iana  of  mercy,  and  grasp  the  crooked  falchion  of 
vengeance  with  both  her  hands— when,  in  short, 
England  and  England's  weal  were  rocking  to  their 
very  bases,  and  the  governors  and  the  governed 
were  in  the  very  act  of  being  burst  asunder,  to  meet 
again  in  the  collision  of  national  ruin, — it  was  then, 
then  that  Erskine,  with  no  weapon  save  that  of 
truth,  and  no  auxiliary  but  that  of  transcendent  and 
overpowering  genius,  sprang  forward  at  the  very 
point  of  extremity,  and  by  preserving  the  integrity 
of  the  law,  worked  at  once  the  salvation  of  the 
throne  and  of  the  people. 

Such  was  the  service  which  the  late  Lord  Erskine 
at  one  time  rendered  to  his  country,  and  to  human 
nature:  but  nothing  connected  with  individual 
man  is  inunortal.  The  good  king  of  the  former 
hour  is  forgotten,  for  the  sake  of  the  better  king 
of  the  present,— because  the  one  has  the  power  of 
giving,  while  with  the  other  all  power  is  at  an  end; 
the  wonder  of  yesterday  is  lost  sight  of  in  admi- 
ration of  the  wonder  of  tio-day ;  iand  the  patriot  of 
a  former  year  ceases  to  be  named,  lest  he  should 
detract  &om  the  merits  of  the  patriot  of  the  present. 
New  men,  like  new  shapes  of  furniture  and  new 
patterns  of  dress,  are  valuable  because  they  are 
fashionabk ;  while  those  to  which  mankind  have 
been  long  accustomed  are,  though  they  be  ever  so 
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much  more  substantia]  or  convenient,  laid  aside  as 
useless,  because  they  are  old.  Lord  Erskine  lived 
to  the  extreme  limit  of  man'^s  duration ;  and  though 
he  retained  an  uncommon  degree  of  vivacity  and 
vigour  to  the  last,  and  never  lost  with  the  people 
one  tittle  of  that  admiration  which  he  bad  so 
gloriously  won,  yet  among  political  men  he  received 
not  in  his  last  years  that  consideration  which  he 
had  commanded  in  the  prime  of  his  meritorious 
services.  The  fame  of  Lord  Erskine  is  still  safe 
enough,  however ;  and  though  it  were  not,  it  is  far 
better  that  Englishmen  should  not  be  sufficiently 
grateful  to  the  man  who  saved  their  liberties,  than 
that  those  liberties  should  have  not  been  saved. 

Of  the  existing  members  of  the  Upper  House, 
those  whom  provincial  people  talk  of  most  fre- 
quently, and  look  up  to  with  most  respect,  as  the 
leaders  of  the  Ministerial  and  the  Opposition  party, 
are  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  and  Earl  Grey ;  and 
those  who  live  at  a  distance,  and  who  have  never 
had  personal  opportunities  of  studying  those  noble- 
men, run  some  chance  of  making  an  exchange  in 
several  of  their  qualities, — of  picturing  Liverpool, 
the  steady  Tory,  as  a  man  of  haughty  bearing  and 
austere  front ;  and  Grey,  the  consistent  Whig,  as 
one  who  is  all  mildness  and  conciliation  to  the 
people :  but  the  reality  is  just  as  much  the  reverse 
of  this  as  can  well  be  imagined.    Liverpool  is  one 
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of  the  most  candid,  or  at  least  mild  and  kindly  men 
living ;  while  Grey  is  haughty  and  stubborn  to  ab> 
solute  moros^iess.  The  one  seems  an  universal 
philanthropist,  whose  house,  whose  hand,  and  whose 
heart,  are  open  to  every  body ;  the  other  looks  a 
proud  and  haughty  Baron,  who  would  retire  from 
the  contamination  of  the  people,  shut  himself  up 
within  his.  castle,  and  command  the  falcons  and 
demi-falcons  to  play  upon  them  from  the  battle- 
ments, if  they  would  not  get  them  gone  from  his 
baronial  vicinity. 

Lord  Liverpool  possesses  a  moderate  and  reason- 
able degree  of  original  talents;  and  they  have 
received  a  moderate  share  of  cultivation,  though 
that  has  been  a  cultivation  in  business  details  ra- 
ther than  in  original  or  theoretical  principles.  His 
judgment  is  respectable,  although  it  has  by  no 
means  the  acute  and  searching  profundity  of  that 
of  Lord  Eldon;  and  though  upon  the  whole  he  be 
a  clear  logician,  he  is  apt  to  fall  into  many  blunders 
upon  many  subjects ;  and  this,  evidently  because 
many  of  the  subjects  with  which  he  has  to  grapple, 
involve  combinations  which  are  too  intricate  for  his 
disentanglement,  and  principles  which  are  too  large 
for  his  grasp.  In  his  appearance  there  is  something 
extremely  prepossessing ;  and  no  man  can  be  more 
specious  in  his  manner,  or  more  mild  in  his  ex- 
pressions :  nor  do  these  agreeable  qualities  appear 
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to  be  in  the  least  assumed, — they  are  so  easy  and 
so  habitual,  that  he  must  have  received  them  fnHn 
nature.  His  voice  is  loud  and  clear  ;  and  his  lan« 
guage,  though  not  of  the  most  poweiful  or  classical 
character,  is  notwithstanding  good.  Nor  is  there 
any  great  reason  to  quarrel  with  the  structure  of 
his  speeches :  they  are  rather  loose,  to  be  sure,  and 
generally  somewhat  lengthy;  but  as  both  the  loose- 
ness and  the  length  have  the  appearance  of  bdng 
the  result  of  a  continual  endeav(»ir  to  make  himself 
perfectly  understood,  they  are  never  either  tire- 
some or  offensive.  Lord  Liverpool  is  an  agreeable 
speaker,  as  well  for  the  qualities  that  I  have  no- 
ticed, as  for  the  air  of  perfect  earnestness  and  good 
faith  which  are  always*  playing  about  him..  When 
he  blunders,  though  there  scarcely  be  any  one  in 
whom  we  regret  the  existence  of  a  blunder  so 
much,  th^e  is  perhaps  no  man  in  ii^hom  we  feel 
so  Httle  disposition  to  be  offended.  We  like 
some  men  on  account  of  the  doctrines  which  they 
propound ;  and  there  are  many  instances  in  which 
Lord  Liverpool  claims  our  regard  upon  this  ac- 
count :  but  there  are  others  in  which  one,  who  b 
independent  and  unprejudiced,  can  neither  refrain 
from  disliking  the  doctrine,  nor  from  liking  him  by 
whom  it  is  set  fortI\.  Notwithstanding  the  mild- 
ness of  his  manner,  and  the  soft,  persuasive,  and 
diffusive  flow  of  his  words,  Lord  Liverpool  is  a 
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man  of  sanguine  temperament;  and  though  his  feel- 
ings have  not  the  mass  or  the  hardness  of  those 
of  men  of  more  stem  and  vigorous  character^  per- 
haps there  is  not  in  the  whole  House  one  whose 
feelings  are  keener,  or  who  is  so  delicately  sensible 
to  that  which  runs  counter  to  his  opinion  of  the 
principles  of  right  and  wrong. 

Earl  Grey  is  very  much  the  reverse  of  all  this  : 
one  cannot  help  assenting  to  most  of  the  doctrines 
which  he  delivers,  and  admiring  the  mode  in  which 
they  are  delivered ;  but  really  it  would  requirie 
more  coaxing  than  the  pride  of  Earl  Grey  could 
be  expected  to  submit  to,  to  make  one  very  much 
in  love  with  the  man.  With  a  better  knowledge, 
perhaps,  of  the  popular  rights  of  Englishmen,  more 
perfect  judgment  in  their  defence,  and  a  more  com- 
manding, dignified,  and  forcible  declaration  of 
them,  than  any  other  man  in  either  of  the  Houses, 
the  whole  bearing  of  Earl  Grey,  whether  truly 
or  not,  I  take  not  upon  me  to  determine,  pro- 
claims,  and  proclaims  it  in  such  a  way  as  that  no 
one  can  possibly  mistake  it,  that  he  does  not  con. 
sider  himself  one  of  those  people  of  whose  rights 
he  is,  notwithstanding,  so  bold  and  so  able  a  cham- 
pion. Earl  Grey  is  an  elegant  man  in  his  person ; 
and  his  usual  dress  is  tight  and'trim»  bordering 
upon  prig^sm.  When  he  sits  still,  there  is  a 
querulous  and  hectic  air  about  him,  which'  would 
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induce  one  to  believe  that  he  feels  sore  both  in 
body  and  mind>;  and  when  he  first  rose  to  speak, 
I  felt  a  kind  of  mixed  sensation  that  never  came 
across  me  upon  first  observing  any  other  public 
man.  During  the  first  sentence  or  two,  it  seemed 
as  if  the  subject  had  been  too  great  for  his  bodily 
strength,  and  too  little  for  his  mental  feelings— 
as  though  he  had  risen  to  perform  an  act  of  duty 
to  which  his  strength  was  unequal,  and  to  do  a  deed 
of  condescension  by  which  his  notion  of  himself 
was  to  be  humbled.  This  expression,  however,  by 
degrees,  wore  off;  and  he  had  not  proceeded  far, 
when  his  strength  appeared  more  than  commensu- 
rate to  the  task;  and,  if  his  mind  had  not  de^ 
scended  to  what  seemed  at  first  the  level  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  had  soon  contrived  to  elevate  the  subject 
to  his  own  vantage  ground.  Never  did  I  hear 
the  parts  of  an  argument  chosen  with  better  judg- 
ment, or  put  together  with  more  fitness  and  force 
of  lo^cal  concatenation.  His  voice,  which  had  at 
first  seemed  the  voice  of  a  man  ready  to  gasp  or 
to  faint  through  feebleness,  caught  a  peculiar  man- 
liness of  emphasis,  which  was  in  no  way  diminished 
by  its  slightly  guttural  tone.  His  language,  though 
simple,  and  never  strained  after  gaudy  ornaments, 
seemed  to  me  nevertheless  to  be  a  perfect  model  of 
elegance ;  while  in  his  air  and  his  gestures  there 
was  so  much  of  genteel  dignity,  and  polished  lofti- 
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ness,  that  I  could  soon  see  a  reason  for  his  being 
looked  up  to  as  the  leader  of  a  party,  (since  I  must 
mention  parties,)  in  the  composition  of  which  pride 
does  not  form  the  smallest  ingredient. 

If  Earl  Grey  seems  the  portraiture  of  the  haughty 
Baron,  who^with  circumstances  a  little  changed, 
might  exist  in  any  country,  Lord  Holland  is  the 
express  image  of  John  Bull  himself,  and  could 
neither  have  been  produced,  nor  could  exist,  out 
of  England.  Every  thing  about  him  is  English. 
You  would  tell  a  secret  to  Liverpool  with  perfect 
confidence,  and,  touching  your  hat  to  Grey,  as  a 
highly  respectable  and  respected  personage,  you 
would  pass  by  on  the  other  side ;  but  the  moment 
that  you  see  Lord  Holland,  a  very  strong  disposi- 
tion comes  across  you  to  walk  up  to  him,  and  shake, 
him  by  the  hand  with  as  much  cordiality  as  you 
would  a  twenty  years'  friend  after  a  thirty  years' 
absence.  He  is  so  perfectly  plain,  and  even  homely, 
though  certainly  without  the  least  trace  of  vul- 
garity,  in  his  dress,  his  person,  and  his  manners — 
there  sits  such  a  demonstration  of  good  feelings, 
good  intentions,  good  heart,  and  good  cheer,  every 
where  about  him^-and  there  are  withal  so  many 
'^  wreathed  smiles''  about  bis  mouth,  and  such  a 
glee,  and  a  desire  to  be  happy  and  to  make  happy, 
In  his  eye,  that,  inst^  of  meeting  with  him  in 
Ihe  cold  solemnity  of  the  House  of  Lords,  you 
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would  far  rather  that  he  and  you  should  retire 
and  crack  a  bottle  and  a  joke  together,  after  the 
business  of  the  House  were  over. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  this  plain  and  unpre- 
tending, this  amiable  exterior,  you  somehow  or 
other  ouinot  help  keeping  your  eyes  rivetted  upon 
Lord  Holland.  There  is  a  lightness  and  a  play 
in  the  muscles  of  his  countenance,  which,  clogged 
with  no  inconsiderable  degree  of  obesity  as  they 
are,  you  cannot  discover  in  those  of  any  other 
of  the  congregated  Peers ;  for  the  sparkle— or,  per- 
haps, rather  one  should  say,  the  ripple — ^upon  the 
countenance  of  Lord  King,  has  a  hardness  and  a 
satirical  angularity,  which  is  wanting  in  the  other; 
and  the  good  humour  of  the  Chancellor  is  some- 
what too  subdued  and  stilly  for  all,  or  even  for 
ordinary  tastes.  There  is  a  transparency  and  a 
gleaminess  in  Lord  Holland^s  eye,  too,  which  charms 
you — if  not  after  the  fashion  in  which  creatures 
are  said  to  be  charmed  by  the  eye  of  a  basilisk,  yet 
charms  you,  perchance,  somewhat  more  than  you 
would  expect  to  be  charmed  by  the  eye  of  a  Lord. 
While  looking  at  his  figure,  you  would  imagine 
that  he  was  sitting  in  a  state  of  listless  helpless- 
ness ;  but  if  any  position  shall  be  taken  by  those  on 
the  other  side,  which  strikes  him  as  peculiarly  ab- 
surd or  untenable,  or  if  any  thing  is  attempted  to 
be  defended,  which  appears  to  him  unconstitutional 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BABYLON   THE   6BEAT.  179 

or  unjust,  there  beams  a  glance  from  under  his  very 
marked  and  expressive  eyebrow,  which  has  more 
both  of  commentary  and  refutation  in  it,  than  many 
long  and  elaborate  speeches.  You  continue  to  look 
at  him ;  the  whole  of  his  expression  gradui^Iy  un* 
dergoes  a  change — either  becomes  animated  in  it- 
self, or  you  become  animated  to  the  perception  of  it ; 
so  that  even  before  he  rises  to  speak,  you  have  been 
worked  into  a  sort  of  prophetic  belief,  that,  in  as 
far  as  the  poetry,  the  music,  and  the  feelings  of 
eloquence  are  concerned,  he  is  the  most  eloquent 
Peer  around  the  woolsack. 

As  soon  as  the  noble  Lord  rises  to  speak,  you 
find,  at  least  as  far  as  the  gifts  of  nature,  and  the 
internal  macliinery  of  an  orator,  are  concerned,  that 
your  prophecy  was  a  correct  one.  Even  here,  how- 
ever, external  appearances  are  decidedly  against 
him,  and  prevent  superficial  observers  from  giving 
to  his  genius  and  his  heart  that  credit  which  they 
unquestionably  deserve.  In  his  manner  he  is  plain 
and  kind;  but  there  is  a  hesitation  about  him^ 
which,  joined  to  his  apparently  constitutional  art* 
jessn^ss,  makes  you  feel  a  species  of  sympathy  for 
him,  which,  to  whatev^  extent  it  may  increase 
your  affection,  is  by  no  means  calculated  to  draw 
forth  your  admiration.  His  voice  is  sc^  and  musi- 
cal, his  language  invariably  pure  and  classical ;  and 
his  style,  thou^  Ught,  sketchy,  and  varied,  is  a]^ 
n2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


180  BABYLOll  THE    GREAT. 

ways  eloquent.  In  the  substratum  of  his  mind 
there  is  considerable  power ;  and  you  cannot  help 
thinking,  that  had  he  cultivated  it  with  more  assi- 
du]fty,  the  result,  both  to  himself  and  to  his  coun- 
try, would  have  been  extremely  beneficial.  Lord 
Holland  is  by  no  means  a  close  logician;  and 
though  the  individual  parts  of  his  oration  be  re- 
markably good  in  themselves,  and  exceedingly  well 
managed,  he  seldom  puts  them  together  in  such  a 
way  as  to  give  to  the  mass  the  sum  of  ihe  forces  of 
all  the  constituent  parts.  Of  all  party  men  in 
the  upper  House  who  speak  often,  and  speak  with 
passion,  Lord  Holland  is  perhaps  the  man  of  the 
least  asperity.  Some  go  to  work  by  an  attempt  to 
break  down,  by  forcible  and  forward  means,  the 
arguments  of  their  opponents,  and  a  very  few  level 
their  deadliest  shafts  in  a  personal  way ;  but  of  per- 
sonal hostility  Lord  HoUand  has  very  little,  if  in- 
deed he  have  any,  and  of  straight-out  fighting  in  ar- 
gument he  has  not  a  great  deal.  No  doubt  he  can 
declaim,  and  declaim  with  great  power  or  great  pa^ 
thos,  as  circumstances  may  require ;  but  still,  if  de- 
clamation take  the  form  ci  invective,  the  object  of  it 
is  usually  something  more  abstract  and  general,  than 
a  man  or  party  of  men.  His  forte  in  speaking  is 
two-fold ;  he  can,  by  a  succession  of  brief  and  bril- 
liant sallies,  put  those  against  whom  he  is  arguing 
into  much  better  humour  with  him  than  they  are. 
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with  their  own  arguments,  or  even  with  themselves ; 
and  no  man  can  make  a  better  display  in  warmth 
and  width  of  illustration.  Lord  H(^nd  is,  in 
short,  apparently  the  best-humoured  man,  and  cer- 
tainly the  best  modeller  of  a  single  figure  (of 
speech  I  mean),  in  the  upper  House  of  Parlia* 
ment. 

But  notwithstanding  all  the  warmth  of  his  own 
heart,  all  the  warmth  which  he  inspires  in  the  hearts 
of  others,  aU  the  glowing  pictures  which  he  draws 
of  departed  liberty,  and  all  the  poems  which  he 
sings  to  the  memory  of  his  favourite — seasoned  by 
snatdies  of  the  most  pointed  and  penetrating  satire 
agsunst  those  by  whom,  in  one  country  or  ano- 
ther, she  has  been  overthrown,— there  is  about 
Lord  Holland,  besides  his  hesitation,  a  subdued, 
irresolute,  and  half-desponding  tone«  which  makes 
one  doubt  his  belief,  that  any  (^  the  glowing  scenes 
whidi  his  fine  imi^nation  can  paint  so  well^  shall 
ever  be  realized.  In  smooth  times,  and  with  the 
voice  of  the  nation  to  back  him.  Lord  HoUand 
would  be  one  of  the  most  deUghtful  leaders  in  the 
cause  of  general  freedom  and  general  prosperity, 
and  no  man  could  better  point  the  indignation  of 
an  enlightened  and  manly  Government  against 
an  open  or  an  insidious  foe :  but  the  structure  of 
Lord  Holland^s  mind  is  all  too  delicate,  and  the 
chords  of  his  heart  are  all  too  slender  and  too  sweet- 
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ly  tuned,  to  enable  him  to  grapple  with  any  im- 
mediate danger,  or  to  be  strong  ^  in  times  of  peril, 
or  against  a  party  of  obdurate  hearts,  overbearing 
pretensions,  or  overpowering  strength. 

No  doubt,  if  the  dispositions  of  all  men  were  as 
they  should  be.  Lord  Holland  would  be  one  of  the 
most  efficient,  as  under  any  circumstances  he  must 
be  one  of  the  most  pleasant.  Parliamentary  Peers  ; 
and  at  the  present  time,  when  the  disposition  of  a ' 
majority,  if  not  of  the  whole  of  the  British  Cabi- 
net, is  to  do  good,  there  can  be  no  question  that  he 
is  better  qualified  to  stimulate  their  intentions,  and 
accelerate  their  progress,  than  a  more  haughty  and 
stubborn  orator.  When  it  is  farther  considered 
that  the  line  of  his  Lordship^s  political  course  has 
been,  all  things  considered,  a  straight  one,  and  that 
the  ardour  into  which  he  has  been  betrayed,  has 
procefeded  more  from  the  warmth  of  the  heart  than 
from  the  ambition  of  the  head,  I  should  naturally 
suppose  that  there  is  not  in  the  ranks  of  Opposition, 
in  that  House  of  which  he  forms  one  of  the  bright- 
est ornaments,  a  single  individual  from  whom  the 
adverse  party  would  take  a  hint  with  more  frank- 
ness or  more  gratitude  than  from  Lord  Holland. 

Lord  Harrowby,  though  of  the  very  opposite 
politics  to  Lord  Holland,  and  though  unlike  him  in 
several  points  of  his  character,  yet,  perhaps,  comes 
nearer  to  him  in  a  considerable  number  of  them. 
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than  any  other  member  of  the  Peers.  It  is  true, 
that  he  is  wholly  without  that  jolly  expression  of 
boon  companionship,  which  makes  one  feel  so  heart- 
ily toward  the  other,  and  he  wants  entirely  the 
classical  language,  and  the  light  and  playful  elo- 
quence of  style.  Nor  is  the  matter  of  his  speaking 
more  similar  than  those  points  of  the  manner;  for 
while  the  charm  of  Lord  Holland  consists  in  the 
generous  glow  of  ever-varying  illustrations,  that 
of  Lord  Harrowby  consists  in  the  clearness  of  de- 
tails.  In  talents  they  are,  perhaps,  pretty  nearly 
upon  an  equality ;  and  what  the  one  possesses  as 
an  eloquent  scholar  and  man  of  letters,  is  compen- 
sated in  the  other  by  an  acquaintance  with  official 
machinery  and  movements.  In  consequence  at  this, 
though  Lord  Harrowby  would  not  withstand  Lord 
Holland  tor  a  single  minute,  as  a  fine  and  fervent 
orator,  he  would  ultimately  be  more  than  a  match 
for  him  as  a  man  of  business. 

Lord  Harrowby's  judgment  is  very  considerable, 
and  his  logic  is  connected  and  go6d ;  so  that  though 
he  never  can  be  an  overpowering  or  commanding 
speaker,  he  is  always  intelligible,  and  often  convin- 
cing. That  mind,  too,  would  be  sadly  prejudiced, 
which  did  not  like  the  man :  I  speak  not  of  the 
man  as  be  acts  in  private  life, — as  he  conducts  him- 
self to  his  family  and  his  relations ;  because  in  that 
respect  he,  or  any  other  man^  is  not  the  property 
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either  of  those  major  historians,  who  write  in  sound- 
ing periods  that  which  they  do  not  very  well  un- 
derstand, or  of  those  minor  and  desultory  anno- 
tators,  who,  like  me,  understand  tolerably  well  a 
good  many  things  which  the  gentleness  and  for- 
bearance of  their  own  dispositions  forbid  them  to 
write ;  I  speak  of  the  man,  as  he  is  the  property  of 
the  pubUc — as  he  stands  up  to  deliver  his  sen- 
timents and  do  his  duty  in  the  grand  Council  of 
England ;  and,  putting  prejudice  and  passion  aside, 
I  say,  and  I  defy  contradiction,  that  there  are  few 
persons  there,  with  whom,  as  men,  one  has  reason 
to  be  better  pleased  than  with  Lord  Harrowby. 
•  His  expression  is  not  merely  mild,  it  is  absolutely 
benignant;  and  his  manner  is  so  imposing,  his 
style  so  artless,  and  his  language  so  simple,  that  in 
spite  of  the  smallness  and  the  feebleness  of  his  voice, 
his  influence  is,  and  deserves  to  be,  very  conger- 
able.  Under  no  circumstances  could  Lord  Harrow- 
by  be  a  showy  character ;  but  it  is  as  difficult  to 
imagine  any  circumstances  under  which  he  would 
not  be  an  useful  and  an  agreeable  one. 

No  Peer  is  more  difierent  from  both  of  these 
than  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  whose  character  is 
about  as  sullen  as  that  of  Lord  Holland  is  soft,  and 
whose  expression  is  about  as  "  irony  "  (there  is  no 
managing  his  Lordship^s  expression  without  coining 
a  word)  as  that  of  Lord  Harrowby  is  benignant : 
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for  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  it  does  not  appear  that 
there  is  a  soft  seat  in  all  the  Upper  House.  He 
has  not,  indeed,  tried  the  Bishops^  benches,  or  the 
woolsack,  or  the  throne ;  but  he  has  made  tentation 
of  seats  in  divers  other  places,  and  I  have  never 
heard  that  he  retained  any  of  them  very  long,  or 
appeared  to  feel  very  much  at  his  ease  while  in  them. 
That  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  has  seen  meet  thus 
to  change  his  position,  I  am  far  from  wishing  to 
characterise  as  any  thing  wrong:  the  Apostle^s 
maxim,  "  Try  all  things,"  is  a  very  good  one,  even 
in  politics,  provided  that  it  be  followed  in  close  jux- 
ta^position  by  the  words  which  are  inseparably  con- 
nected with  it  in  Holy  Writ, — "  Hold  to  that  which 
is  best."  But  even  here,  if  I  were  making  the 
concession  in  an  argument  with  the  "  shrewd"  (I 
cannot  even  coin  the  right  word  here,  for  it  is. not 
exactly  shrewd,  it  is  not  exactly  acute,  it  is  not 
profound,  and  it  is  any  thing  but  either  judicious 
or  circumventive,)  Earl  himself,  I  should  have  to 
concede  the  last  word  with  a  gloss  as  long,  and,  if  I 
could^  almost  as  learned  and  logical,  as  one  of  his 
own  political  pamphlets.  The  scope  and  tendency 
of  this  annotation  would  be  to  establish  clearly  both 
the  quid  and  the  tiecquid,  as  to  whom  and  what 
'*  the  best"  should  be  for,  what  should  be  the  law 
of  its  application,  and  by  whom  that  law  should  be 
administered. 
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Far  be  it  from  me,  however,  to  entangle  myself 
in  the  niceties  of  so  very  curious  and  complicated 
a  piece  of  machinery,  as  that  which  produces  the 
kind,  the  consistency,  or  the  contradictions^  of  any 
man's  politics.  Rational  liberty  demands  that  a  po- 
litician should,  if  irresistible  motives  prompt  him 
thereto,  be  a  Tory  this  year,  and  a  Whig  the  next, 
just  in  the  same  manner  as  some  stripling  saunterer 
in  the  Babylonian  Bear-garden  garnishes  his  face 
with  mock  mustachios  there,  and  claws  them  off 
when  he  goes  down  into  the  country  to  recruit 
the  exhaustion  of  his  purse  and  his  person  by  the 
liberality  of  his  indulgent  parents. 

That  there  are  not  honest  and  conscientious  meny 
—men  who  are  able,  and,  if  necessity  required  it, 
willing,  to  give  satisfactory  reasons  both  for  the 
fiuth  and  the  practice  that  are  in  them,  it  would  be 
worse  than  absurd  to  suppose, — unless,  indeed,  in 
those  out-of-the-way  cases  where  an  individual  forms 
the  whole  party  within  himself ;  and  these,  like  the 
Philosopher's  Stone,  or  the  Irreducible  Case,  and 
probably  also  the  North-west  Passage,  are  not  to 
be  discovered  or  solved  by  any  established  rule  or 
known  formula.  Butif  this  be  once  conceded,  (and  he 
who  will  not  concede  it  is  not  a  person  with  whom 
to  argue,)  the  propriety  of  a  man's  changing  from 
one  party  to  another  is  in  the  high  road  to  demon- 
stration. It  must  be  supposed  that  those  honest  and 
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ccmscientious  men  espoused  the  party,  upon  a  firm 
conviction  that  their  so  doing  was  right ;  even  if 
wrong,  the  charge  against  them  is  merely  one  of 
error  in  judgment,  and  it  would  be  somewhat  dif- 
ficult to  prove  it  to  be  even  that ;  for  he  who  is 
unable  to  find  any  sinister  or  selfish  motive  for  ano- 
ther man^s  belon^ng  to  a  difierent  party  from 
himself,  would  require  to  be  more  than  usually  free 
from  party  feelings,  and  party  prejudices,  before 
he  could  venture  to  decide  whether  that  other  were 
or  were  not  in  error.  It  is  the  fault  or  the  feeling 
of  many  men,  and  of  none  more  than  politicians^ 
who  write  themselves  down  for  a  large  credit  in  the 
books  of  liberality,  to  be  more  watchful  over  the 
purity  and  omsistency  of  other  men^s  motives 
than  of  their  own.  This  may  be  very  natural,  but 
it  is  not  very  wise ;  inasmuch  as  every  man,  bein^ 
best  acquainted  with  his  own  failings,  would  con- 
duce most  to  the  general  good,  by  attending  to  and 
correcting  them. 

When,  therefore,  I  say  that  the  Earl  of  Lauder- 
dale has  occupied  seats  facing  various  ways  in  the 
House  of  Peers,  I  state-it  as  a  matter  of  insulated 
fact,  and  not  as  one  of  the  argumentative  positions 
from  which  any  inference  is  intended  to  be  dravm. 
My  object  is  not  ^'  to  point  a  moral,"  but  *'  to 
adorn  a  tale;^'  and  if  the  tale  which  lies  in  my 
way  has  not  many  ornaments,  my  duty  and  my 
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interest  both  conspire  in  disposing  of  the  few  that 
it  has  to  the  best  advantage. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  though  he  claims  con- 
siderable pretensions  both  to  range  and  to  depth 
as  a  poUtician,  always  struck  me  as  being  acute 
by  nature,  rather  than  well-informed  by  regular 
and  unsophisticated  study.  I  should  not  be  disposed 
to  repose  much  confidence  in  his  judgment ;  and  I 
ground  this  scepticism  as  well  upon  the  changes 
which  conviction  (of  course)  has  caused  him  to  make, 
as  upon  the  arguments  that  he  has  used,  and  the 
concluinons  that  he  has  arrived  at,  both  on  the 
one  side  and  the  other.  But  though  I  would  not 
rest  much  on  his  judgment  in  the  selection  of  the 
principles  and  the  arguments  which  he  selects^  I 
must  allow  him  great  merit  for  the  logical  skill 
and  lo^cal  clearness  with  which  they  are  managed. 
If  he  were  as  much  a  master  in  the  taking  up  of 
good  positions^  as  he  is  in  the  defending  of  them 
after  they  are  taken  up,  few  men  of  his  time  would 
have,  or  deserve  to  have,  more  power,  or  make  a 
stronger  impression. 

In  the  air  and  manner  of  Lord  Lauderdale^ 
there  is  not  much  to  command  either  affection  or 
admiration,  and  if  he  be  by  turns  tired  of  both 
sides  of  the  House,  I  rather  think  that  both  sides 
of  the  House  are  by  turns  tired  of  him,  and  that 
in  this  respect  accounts  between  them  are  very 
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nearly  balanced.  His  aspect  is  angular  and  hard — 
indicative  of  a  sullen  temperament.  His  voice, 
though  strong,  is  harsh — grates  upon  the  ear  like 
a  piece  of  unpolisl^  and  unoiled  machinery ;  his 
language^  though  very  forcible,  is  perhaps  coarser 
than  that  of  any  other  Peer;  and  though  his  style 
be  bold — ^very  bold,  there  is  about  him  a  hardness 
of  manner,  and  a  continual  expression  of  partisan- 
abip,  which  render  his  influence  more  limited  than 
from  his  talents,  and  especially  from  his  acuteness, 
cHie  would  be  led  to  suppose. 

Considerations  in  which  parliamentary  eloquence 
%id  senatorial  skill  have  certainly  no  concern,  in- 
duce one  to  look  round  in  the  House  of  Lords,  in 
order  to  discover  the  Duke  of  Wellington ;  and  he 
who  like  me  catches  there  his  first  glance  of  that 
successful  warrior,  can  hardly  fail  to  feel  a  Uttle  dis- 
appointed. Nothing  proves  more  forcibly  the  utility 
of  the  division  of  labour,  and  of  a  man  seeking  for 
honour  and  emolument,  in  that  way  which  his  tar 
lents  and  his  desires  point,  than  a  comparison  of 
the  Duke  of  Wellington's  great  renown  as  a  war- 
rior, and  his  comparative  want  of  renown  as  a 
statesman.  Either  war  or  debate,  or  both,  have 
changed,  or  the  Duke  of  Wellington  has  not  such 
a  range  of  powers  as  the  great  Argyte,  of  whom 
the  poet  sung,  that  he  sbodk  the  senate  and  the 
field  with  the  smtte  sort  of  shaking ;  for  though 
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the  gallant  Duke  unquestionably  did  shake  many  a 
well  foughten  field  with  most  tremendous  charges, 
and  the  loudest  trumpet  notes  of  victory ;  yet  it 
struck  me,  that  if  ever  he  were  to  shake  the  Senate 
at  all,  he  would  give  it  a  shaking  that  would  excite 
few  men's  envy.  It  is  impossible  for  a  Briton  not 
to  feel  anxious  to  see  this  famed  Peer ;  but  really  it 
would  be  decidedly  for  the  interest  of  Lord  Welling* 
ton  himself,  and  no  way  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  his  country,  that  his  senatorial  displays  should 
be  as  few  and  as  far  between  as  possible.  In  the 
field  he  has  won  glory  Plough  ;  and  for  aught  I 
know,  or  wish  to  know,  he  has  won  it  by  means^ 
with  which  I  at  least  have  no  desire  to  quarrel ; 
but  from  any  exhibition  in  the  way  of  eloquence, 
which  I  have  seen  him  make,  or  heard  of  his 
making,  I  do  not  think  that  the  laurels  of  the 
warrior  will  become  more  green  in  their  leaves,  or 
more  lasting  in  their  nature,  by  any  addition  that 
can  be  made  in  the  House  of  Lords.  In  those 
requisites,  both  of  nature  and  of  education,  which 
fit  a  man  for  gaining  victory  there,  his  original  con- 
formation, his  path  in  Ufe,  or  both  together,  have 
made  him  very  deficient.  Nor  need  it  be  said  that 
the  Ducal  warrior  has  been  too  much  occupied  in 
fields  of  battle  for  attending  to  the  principles  of 
business,  or  the  force  and  graces  of  rhetoric;  and 
that  now  that  he  can  attend  to  his  duty  as  a  senator, 
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he  will  improve  in  these :  for  no  man  can  omtem- 
plate  his  cheerful  temper,  his  perfect  satisfaction 
with  himself  as  he  is,  and  the  air  of  importance 
with  which  he  delivers  what  would  be  mere  trifles 
in  any  ordinary  Peer,  with  any  hope  that  he  will 
improve.  Whatever  may  be  a  man'^s  power  of 
improving  himself,  he  never  will  put  that  power  in 
operation  without  a  conviction  that  it  is  needed ; 
and,  indeed,  without  the  evidence  of  such  a  con- 
viction, no  man  can  be  certain  that  the  power 
exists.  Nobody  has  a  right  to  quarrel  with  the 
Duke^s  a{^arance  in  the  House,  or  the  way  in 
which  be  essays  to  make  an  impression  upon  its 
wisdom,;  but  every  man  who  wishes  well  to  the 
permanence  of  his  fame — and  the  fame  of  a  British 
warrior  is  not  a  thing  to  be  trifled  with,  will  be 
anxious  that  he  should  stake  the  security  of  it 
upon  as  few  Parliamentary  displays  as  possible^ 
There  may  not  be  any  necessary  connexions  be> 
tween  those  talents  which  enable  a  man  to  marshal 
scddiers,  and  those  which  enable  him  to  marshal  syl* 
logisms ;  and,  indeed,  one  who  studies  the  subject, 
must  easily  see  that  the  profession  of  the  hero  rather 
tends  to  eradicate  many  things  which  are  requisite 
in  that  of  the  orator.  No  doubt,  in  as  far  as  both 
are  disciplinarians,  both  are  the  better  for  it;  but 
here,  and  the  advance  is  by  no  means  a  great  ^e^  the 
parallel  slops.  Though  the  commander  of  the  army 
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arranges  and  directs,  he  contributes  nothing  to  the 
essence  of  that  which  constitutes  the  strength  of  the 
army.  The  men  and  the  matiriel  are  not  funushed 
by  him ;  and  if  the  greatest  conqueror  that  ever 
conquered  were  forced  to  depend  upon  his  personal 
resources,  the  tale  of  his  actions  would  be  by  no 
means  a  brilfiant  one.  The  orator,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  general  and  army  together;  he  is  the 
blunderbuss  and  the  blow,  as  well  as  the  super- 
intendant  who  tells  when  the  one  shall  be  fired  and 
how  the  other  shall  be  struck.  The  one  is  in  a 
great  measure  dependent  upon  the  exertions  of 
others;  the  other  depends  wholly  upon  himself: 
hence  the  exerdse  of  any  one  of  the  vocations  is 
hostile  to  the  perfection  of  the  other.  There  is  an- 
other dijBTerence :  the  warrior,  unless  he  has  warred 
in  a  particular  manner  and  for  a  particular  pur- 
pose, cannot  feel  the  glow  of  that  internal  fire — ^has 
not  room  for  the  play  of  those  elem^its  of  freedom, 
which  are  essential  to  the  formation  of  a  first-rate 
orator.  A  well-disciphned  mercenary  or  standing 
army,  is  either  useless  and  unsafe,  or  it  is  a  des- 
potism of  the  very  closest  kind.  The  great  body 
of  those  who  compose  it,  instead  of  being  permitted 
to  exercise  their  judgment  as  to  whether  what  they 
are  about  be  right  or  wrong,  must  not  even  be 
ii^ormed  beyond  the  angle  step  they  are  taking j 
lest  that  information  ^ould  be  communicated  to 
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the  enemy.  Such  a  school  is  by  no  means  the  one 
in  which  to  learn  that  scrutinizing  into  the  causes 
and  consequences  of  things  which  constitutes  an 
able  curator,  or  that  independence  of  feeling  and  of 
thought,  which  forms  the  very  essence  of  a  splendid 
one.  A  successful  public  speaker  must  always 
affect  the  highest  regard  for  the  principles,  of  liberty 
and  independence;  and  the  only  difference  is,  that 
if  he  jeally  be  the  advocate  of  liberty,  he  expresses 
Uiis  regard  in  good  earnest,  and  consistently 
throughout ;  whereas  if  his  leaning  be  the  other 
way,  he  endeavours,  like  the  Athenian,  to  conceal 
the  deadly  weapon  in  the  wreath  of  flowers. 

I  have  ventured  upon  these  reflections,  without 
any  view  ^ther  of  condenming  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton for  not  being  an  eloquent  man,  or  of  justifying 
any  attempt  at  senatorial  display  whioh  is  not 
supported  by  the  requisite  degree  of  powet.  The 
world  is  continually  convincing  us  that  no  man  can 
be  great  in  every  thing ;  no  man  diould  therefin^e 
be  over-greedy  of  making  the  attempt ;  and  really 
there  are  few  persons  of  the  present  age  who  have 
mare  reason  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  reward  and  the 
renown  which  they  have  gotten,  than  the  Duke  of 
Wellington,— nor  can  he  in  any  way  add  to  these  by 
any  effort  that  he  can  make  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
But  when  men  have  arrived  at  the  Duke^a  eminence 
as  public  characters,  there  is  no  standing  still.    If 
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a  new  effort,  and  especiidly'Jin  effort  in  a  nev  dir'' 
rection,  does  not  bring  an  accesidoil  of  glory^  it  is 
always  sure  to  cloud  a  little  tbie  brigbtness  of  tbat 
which  was  toirmerlj  acquired  ;  and  when  once  men 
of  great  name  begin  to  descend,  they,  like  bodies 
of  great  wei^t,  descend  with  a  rapidly  increasing; 
velocity. 

In  his  proper  element  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
is  a  grand  climax ; — and  there  cannot  be-  a  better 
one  at  which  to  adjourn  my  debate  on  thie  Lorda 
to  another  chapter. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS  y. 


^«  What !  will  the  line  stretch  out  to  the  crack  a£  doom  ? 
Another  yet !"  Shakspeare. 

Having  closed  the  last  cbapt^  with  my  humble 
atteifltpt  to  add  one  little  leaf  to  the  laurels  of  the 
^^  Great  Captain  o{  the  age,''  I  cannot  begin  this 
<(me  in  a  more  appropriate  manner  than  by  just 
touching  a  point  or  two  in  the  outline  of  his  elder, 
and,  soldiering  apart,  his  more  able,  and  perhaps 
more  influentiid  brother,  the  Marquis  of  Wellesley. 
.  It  matters  little  what  was  the  cause  of  his  being 
called  upon  to  accept  the  great "  Chiltem  hundred'' 
upon  the  other  side  of  St.  George's  Channel,  nor 
does  it  matt^  much  for  my  present  purpose  whe- 
ther his  Bojourmng  in  that  land,  where  nothing 
appears  to  thrive  but  the  Church — and  it  thrives 
mainly,  because  the  majority  of  the  people  profess 
another  faith,  and  thus  the  established  parson,  hav^ 
ing  oidy  some  half  dozen  of  persons  to  convey  to 
o2 
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heaven,  can  ccmvey  them  with  greater  ease  and  cer- 
tamty,  and  at  the  same  time  have  more  Insure  to 
manage  his  own  matters — ^has  been  effective  in  bet- 
tenng  his  own  condition^  in  bettering  the  condition 
of  Ireland,  in  bettering  both,  or  in  injuring  the 
one  or  the  other ;  but  tins  much  is  certain, — that 
the  removal  of  Marquis  Wellesley  has  left  in  the 
Upper  House  of  Parliament  a  blank  which  has  not 
yet  been  filled  up. 

When  "in  voice,''  the  Marquia  was  a  very 
splendid  and  by  no  means  an  ineffective  declaimer. 
His  temperament  possessed  all  the  sanguineness 
and  fHrdour  which  characterize  his  countrymen 
when. their  hearts  are  unstung  and  their  hopes 
unblighted.  He  is  a  man  of  very  considendble  na- 
tural powers,  and  those  powers  he  1ms  cultivated 
with  m(»e  than  lordly  asriduity  and  success.  The 
Marquis  never  struck  me  as  bdblEging  to  the  dass 
ol  philosophical  orators,  strictly  speaking;  nor 
unto  those  whom  I  should  reckon  die  heai  qualified 
for  legislating  either  to  a  great  peqde,  or  to  a  peo-. 
pie  in  great  difficulties.  I  nev^  could  faring  my- 
self to  think  that  his  judgment  was  the  very  souwl- 
est  in  the  world ;  and  his  lo^c  always  struck  me 
as  being,  though  often  pleasurable,  loose,  and  widi- 
out  even  that  peculiar  coneatenati<m  which  charac^ 
terizes  Irish  argument  in  a  duewd  and  well^u- 
catod  native  of  the  Sister  Kingdom.     To  make  up 
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tor  any  deficiency  c^this  kind,  however,  the  Mar- 
quis is  exceedingly  well  gifted  in  the  extemab  of 
<N*atory.  His  v<Hce  is  just  as  powerful  as  that  of 
his  duoal  brother  is  feeble ;  and  the  self-satisfiuv 
tion  which,  in  the  warrior,  one  feels  half  disposed 
to  characterize  as  being  petulant,  takes  in  the  Ijord 
Lieutenant  that  more  exalted  form  to  which  one 
feels  disposed  to  give  the  appellation  of  ccmsequen- 
tial.  His  language,  although  it  be  not  covered 
and  coloured  with  the  wild  flowers  which  are  indi- 
genous to  the  Hibernian  fashion  of  the  Eing^s 
English  when  warmed,  is  exceedingly  showy ;  the 
structure  of  his  orations  is  highly  rhetorical,  and 
in  his  bearing  and  expression  he  has  all  the  states- 
man-like indications  of  a  Machiavel. 

There  are  few  members  in  the  House  of  Peersy 
whose  iq>pearance,  whose  manner,  and  indeed 
whose  general  effect,  are  calculated  to  make  a  more 
immediate  and  agreeable  impression  upon  a  casual 
visitor,  and  one  whose  prejudices  have  not  been 
previously  won  by  a  name,  than  Lord  King.  This 
nobleman  has,  perhaps,  the  most  playful  tempera- 
ment, and  he  certainly  does  make  the  most  frequent 
attempts  at  ^t,  of  any  one  in  the  assembly.  Not 
that  he  deserves  the  character  of  one  whose  object 
it  is  to  make  others  merry:  that  would  be  an  ob- 
ject altogether  incompatible  with  the  composition 
and  the  business  of  the  House ;  and  if  the  Peers 
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of  EngljEind,  in  Parliament  assembled,  were  to  oc- 
cupy themselves  in  joking  or  in  listening  to  jokes,  it 
would  be  much  more  a  cause  for  sorrow  than  for 
mirth.  The  dignity,  the  decorum,  the  self-import, 
ance,  and,  above  all,  the  real  importMice  of  the 
Upper  House  of  Parliament,  demand  a  statdiness  of 
deportment,  a  measuredness  of  speech,  and  a  sus- 
pension of  all  the  more  light  and  frivolous  qualities 
of  human  nature,  which,  though  they  occasionally 
give  to  their  lookings  and  their  sayings  what  gay 
and  giddy  men  would  reckon  an  overseasoning^  of 
absolute  dullness,  are  yet  essentially  necessary  in 
order  to  make  the  boundary,  which  one  is  led  to 
suppose  should  ever  subsist  between  high-bred  and 
nicely-trimmed  nobility,  and  the  wild  exuberance 
of  nature  in  freemen  of  common  rank,  as  clear  and 
definite  as  the  canons  of  precedency  require.  It 
is  with  this  limitation,  that  Lord  King  may  be 
accounted  the  wit  of  the  Upper  House, — 

*'  A  wit  'mong  Lords,  'mong  wits  a  lord." 

Neither  his  original  powers,  nor  his  acquired  in- 
formation, appeared  to  me  as  being  ol  the  very  h%h<^ 
est  order;  but  still  they  are  very  conmderable,  and 
a  good  way  above  the  average.  Although  there 
be  playfulness  and  ^t  in  the  manner  of  his  spell- 
ing, the  matter  is  always  argumentative,  managed 
with  considerable  judgment,  and  close  and  dear  in 
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its  logic.  Herls  not  a  very  profound  reasoner,  but 
he  is  always  intelligible,  and  generally  sparkling. 
He  is  somewhat  given  to  fables  and  apologues;  and 
though  he  perhaps  introduces  them  too  often,  and 
continues  them  too  long,  he  becomes  more  power- 
ful by  using  them,  than  if  arguments  of  the  same 
weight  were  stated  in  plain  and  simple  terms. 

His  appearance  both  to  the  eye  and  the  ear  is 
very  much  in  his  favour.  His  manner  is  elegant, 
with  a  liveliness  that  never  degenerates  into  fami- 
liarity on  the  one  hand,  or  into  unpleasant  sharp- 
ness on  the  other ;  and  his  expression  is  so  open 
and  candid,  that  you  cannot  help  regarding  him  as 
being:as  honest  and  consistent  in  heart  and  conduct, 
as  he  is  prepossessing  in  his  general  appearance. 
His  voice  is  very  full  and  clear;  so  that  without 
any  of  that  apparent  straining  and  effort  which 
make  it  pfdnful  to  hear  some  speakers,  or  any  of 
that  mouthing  or  rumbling  which  makes  it  disagree- 
able to  hear  others,  the  ear  catches  without  difficulty 
every  syllable  that  he  utters:  his  language,  too,  is 
correct,  and  there  is  a  neatness  and  closeness  in  his 
style,  which  do  not  usually  accompany  that  figura- 
tive and  allegcHical  kind  of  eloquence  in  which  he  is 
so  prone  to  indulge. 

.  Another  warrior  Lord  now  put  in  his  claims  for 
attention,  and  pit  them  in  very  different,  both  in 
substance  and  in  mahn^r^  fmm  the  *^  First  Captain 
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Qf  the  age :"  thia  was  the  Earl  of  Rosslyn,  who^ 
though  far  bdiind  the  Duke  of  Wellington  in  the 
fortune,  if  not  in  the  abstract  merit  of  a  soldier,  is 
immeasurably  before  him  in  all  the  attributes  of  a 
Statesman ;  indeed,  he  looks  much  more  the  con^- 
quering  hero  than  any  other  personage.  There  i» 
that  staidness  in  bis  temperament,  which  one  would 
presume  of  an  Abercrombie  or  a  Washingtcm;  and 
he  seemed  so  cool,  so  self-centred,  so  intimately 
acquainted  and  satisfied  with  the  ground .  upon 
which  he  stood,,  and  withal  so  decided,  that  the 
impresMon  which  he  made  appe^ed  to  be  one  of 
more  unmixed  respect  for  his  ability  and  his  in.* 
tegrity,  without  any  reference  to  his  influence  at 
Court  or  connexion  witE  party,  than  that  of  almost 
any  other  Peer  in  the  House.  Trained  in  early 
life  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  his  country  —  an  eloquent  advocate  of  th^ 
liberties  of  the  people,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
gallant,  devoted,  and  successful  officer  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  King,  Lord  Rosslyn  is  calculated  to 
command  the  attentkm  and  win  the  respect  of  all 
parties.  His  naturid  powers  are  very  considerable, 
and  he  has  neither  stinted  them  by  confiding  them 
to  a  single  object,  nor  wasted  them  on  trifling  ok 
momentary  topics.  He  is  a  very  close  logician, 
shows  very  considerable  judgment,  and  though  he 
has  few  of  the  more  shining  ornaments  of  a  pro* 
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fessed  ritetmciaii,  he  is  a  very  able  reasoner.  He 
never  by  any  chance  captivates  the  fancy,  or  takes 
such  a  hold  of  the  passions  as  makes  his  hearer 
lose  sight  of  the  grand  object  he  has  in  view, — the 
establidiment  of  truth.  Wit  and  humour,  satire 
and  declamation,  he  has  none ;  and  there  is  an  air 
of  plain  and  stem  dignity  about  him,  which,  when 
he  speaks,  makes  you  regard  those  lighter  attributes 
as  things  of  too  filmy  and  inefficient  a  structure  for 
being  grafted  upon  the  solemn  grandeur  of  lordly 
eloquence.  His  voice  is  hard  and  unmusical,  his 
limguage  plain,  and  his  style  simple;  his  whole 
manner,  indeed,  and  his  whole  matter,  proclaim  him 
to  be  a  man  of  the  most  undaunted  courage,  the 
most  unshaken  firmness,  and  the  most  straight-for- 
ward conduct.  To  one  who  attends  the  House  of 
Lords  as  a  place  of  elegant  amusement,  and  expects 
to  hear  fine  things  sidd,  and  in  a  fine  manner.  Lord 
Rosslyn  must  appear  somewhat  cold,  and  stiiF,  and 
formal ;  but  to  those  who  weigh  what  is  sidd  in  the 
balance  of  reasoD,  he  will  always  appear  in  a  favour- 
able light;  and,  from  the  attention  which  both  ades 
of  the  House  pay  to  him,  I  should  suppose  that 
though  his  adherence  to  Whig  principles  has  been 
perfectly  steady,  he  is  supposed,  and  indeed,  found 
to  be,  remarkably  free  from  the  bias  and  prgudice 
of  a  mere  party  man. 

Con^ering  the  length  of  time  that  I  had  heard 
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great  political  importance  attached  to  his  name^ 
there  were  few  with  whose  appearance  I  was  more 
completely  disappointed,  than  with  that  of  liord 
Grenville.  That  his  Lordship  has  not  a  ohi- 
stderable  degree  of  the  power,  and  a  very  great 
degree  of  the  pomp  and  the  state  of  a  Senator  about 
him,  I  do  not  mean  to  assert,  because  no  man  could 
have  been  listened  to  as  he  has  been  listened  to,  or 
have  led  as  he  has  been  supposed  to  lead,  mthout 
those: qualities;  but  there  is  a  studied  artifice  and 
a  repulsive  haughtiness  about  him,  which  con* 
stantly  force  one  to  suppose  that  he  likes  the  opi- 
nion whi6h  he  states,  more  on  account  c^its  being  his, 
than  from  any  conviction  or  even  care  about,  its  ab- 
stract justice  or  practical  value.  You  find  it  utterly 
impossible  to  feel  towardsLord  Grenville  any  of  that 
hearty  sympathy  which  you  have  for  Lord  Holland, 
or  any  of  that  regard  which  you  cannot  help  feeling 
for  the  mildness  of  Liverpool,  the  benignity  of 
Harrowby,  or  the  calm  manliness  of  Rosslyn  ; 
neither  do  you  attribute  to  him  the  moroseness  of 
Grey,  nor  the  sullenness  of  Lauderdale.  His  .lip 
has  not  the  stern  and  unrelaxing  pride  of  the  one 
of  these  Noblemen,  neidier  do  his  whole  features 
pucker  into  the  irony  corrugations  of  the  other. 
The  moroseness  of  Grey  seems  to  arise  from  an 
inward  feeUng,  that  he  is  not  himself  so  great  a 
man  as  he  could  wish;  the  sullenness  of  Gren- 
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Yille  has  more  the  appearance  of  sprin^i^  from 
a  question  that  he  holds,  as  to  whether  the  world 
do  hold  him,  or  are  capable  of  holding  him,  in  the 
same  estimation  in  which  he  holds  himself.  Grey 
looks  as  if  he  had,  in  the  pride  of  his  own  nature, 
and  the  consdousness  that  the  line  of  poUtioal 
action  which  he  has  taken  is  the  right  one,  chosen 
that  path  without  a  calculation  of  its  remote  con- 
sequences ;  and  he  evinces  that  his  own  approbation 
is  the  grand  m^ed  of  applause  which  he  has  had 
constantly  in  view:  GreuTille  bears  himself  as 
though  he  were  less  anxious  about  the  correctness 
of  his  principles,  and  the  connstency  of  his  conduct, 
than  about  making  himself  dazizling  and  conspi-* 
cuoiK  in. the^ eyes  of  others.  Both  are  stem  and 
moody  in  the  substratum  of  their  characters ;  but 
the  garnish  of  the  one  being  pride,  and  that  of  the 
other  vanity,  accounts  for  the  differences  of  their 
appearMice  and  their  conduct.  In  talents  and  in 
information.  Lord  Grenville  is  by  no  means  equal 
to  the  other ;  neither  is  his  political  judgment  so 
sound,  or  the  structure  of  his  orations  so  clear  and 
logical:  his  voice,  however,  is  mfK;h  more  com- 
manding ;  it  is  one  of  the  most  powerful,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  most  musical,  in  the  House.  In 
bis  language  he  is  elegant,  even  to  fastidiousness ; 
arid  the  polish  and  artifice  of  his  style  are  injurious 
to  the  effect,  not  only  of  his  reasoning,  \nM  al#o:  of 
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his  declamation.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  pomp 
and  stateliness  in  his  manner,  and  his  bearing  and 
expression  are  haughty  in  the  extreme.  To  hear 
Lord  Grenville  once,  and  to  hear  him  in  one  of 
the  best  of  his  declamatory  moods,  is  very  striking  ; 
but,  somehow  or  other,  frequent  repetition  spoils 
the  whole  effect, — ^a  feeling  that  the  words  which 
are  selected  and  said  so  carefully,  are  words  of 
course,  steals  across  one,  and  one  turns  away  from 
the  lofty  tropes  of  Lord  Grenville,  as  from  a  fire 
that  consumes  but  does  not  shine. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown,  also,  struck  me  as 
being  a  Peer  whose  abilities  have  been  very  much 
overrated;  and  who,  had  he  been  the  founder  of 
his  dynasty,  would  have  occupied  a  station  a  good 
deal  different  from  that  which  he  now  holds. — 
Lansdown'^s  talents  and  acqiurements,  notwith- 
standing the  hereditary  claims  which  he  has  to  bdng 
a  political  arithmetician,  are  certainly  not  superior 
to  those  of  Lord  Grenville  p  while  his  manner, 
although  it  be  free  from  the  sourness  and  the 
pomp  of  the  other,  is  altogether  of  a  humbler  caste. 
— ^Lansdown  is  cheerful,  but  there  is  a  great 
deid  of  finesse  and  artifice  about  him;  and  his 
speeches  are  so  incumbered  with  words,  that  one 
cannot  always  see  the  object  at  which  he  drives, 
and  hence  one  is  tempted  (very  unjustly,  it  may 
be)  ^a  suspect  that  he  has  some  object  which  he 
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does  not  avow.  He  has  the  sound  of  a  political 
philosopher  without  the  sense,  and  the  breadth 
of  a  metaphyacian  without  much  of  the  depth. 
It  might  be  his  mere  manner,  but  really  the  princi- 
ples and  the  intentions  of  the  Marquis  of  Lans- 
down,  when  first  I  listened  to  him,  struck  me  as 
being  somewhat  dubious,  and  the  impression  has 
not  been  removed  by  subsequent  observation. 

Among  the  younger  members  of  the  Upper 
House,  Lord  EUenborough  may  be  '*  quoted*^  a» 
the  one  who  speaks  the  most;  but  whether  the 
most  to  the  purpose,  I  presume  not  to  say.  He 
possesses  considerable  powers^  and,  in  the  exercise 
of  those  powers,  he  sometimes  evinces  greater 
acuteness  than  those  who  have  a  name  as  orators. 
He  sdects  and  pronounces  his  words  with  a  very 
commendable  degtee  of  propriety,  but  his  air  and 
manner  are  exceedingly  conceited,-HBo  much  so, 
that  he  is  very  apt  to  leave,  upon  the  mind  of  a 
strange,  an  impression  that  that  speech,  whidb  in 
all  probability  is  the  extemporary  furodueticm  cf 
the  moment,  and  delivered  in  perfect  eamestneqa 
and  good  faith,  is  a  piece  oi  acting.  But  still, 
actor  or  not,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  originality 
about  his  Lordslup ;  and  thou^,  in  as  far  as  my 
judgment  and  experience  enable  me  to  decide  in 
Bucb  a  matter,  his  conceit  is  Kji  more  vigorous 
constitution  than  his  genius  or  his  judgment,  still 
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Lord  Ellaiborough.  c(»nmaiids  more  attention  than 
any  Peer  of  the  same  standing,,  vdio  Kke  himself 
professes  to  lean  upon  none  of  die  great  parties, 
but  to  stand  in  his  own  strength. 

It  would  be  injudicious  farther  to  purine  this 
analytical  catalogue  of  the  Lords  Temporal.  Mo^ 
of  those  who  remain  are  somewhat  dull  in  r^^^ 
and  would  of  course  be  duller  in  a  ddiiieation  at 
second  hand.  Indeed,  notwithstanding  the  deco- 
rum and  respectabiUty  of  the  House,  and  notwithr 
standing  the  impression  which  its  greater  efforts 
make  upon  the  country,  if  some  three  or  four,  or 
at  most  half  a  dozen  pf  speakers,  were  removed 
from  it,  its  charm  as  an  intellectual  entertainment 
would  be  nearly  at  an  end.  It  may  be,  that  its 
capadity  for  doing  the  real  business  of  the  country 
would  not  thereby  be  diminished,  because  it  very 
frequently  happens  that  the  most  splendid  men  are 
not  the  most  serviceable;  but  as  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  have  a  duty  to  perform  which  is  al- 
tc^ether  of  a  higher  caste  than  the  modelling  oi 
statutes,  and  the  discussing  of  local  or  even  general 
measures  of  police  and  politics,  the  men  of  splendid 
talents  are  those  who,  upon  every  account,  are 
the  most  tlesirable.  The  real  business,  whether 
it  be  part  of  the  general  administratioh  of  the 
country,  or  of  ihe  local  administration  of  a  parti- 
^ul^i:  district,  is  never  done  at  the  grand  displays 
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which  call  forth  the  eloquence  of  the  House^  and 
send  &at  eloquence  abroad  to  delight  or  to  astoniflh 
the  people.  That  is  done  either  by  the  Govem- 
ment  or  other  parties  at  their  business-meetings 
and  consultations ;  or  it  is  done  partly  there,  and 
partly  by  Committees  of  the  House,  who  hear  evU 
dence,  and  scrutinize  into  the  details  and  the  facts, 
in  a  manner  incompatible  with  the  nature  of  a 
puUie  debate.  Such  debates  are,  therefore,  apr 
peals  to  the  jmblic,  more  than  any  thing  else; 
and  this  is  the  reiason  why  it  is  desirable  that  they 
should  sustain  the  loftiest  character  possible. 

One  branch  of  the  House  of  Lords  I  had  almost 
forgotten :  the  Lords  Spiritual, — ^the  Ardibishops 
and  Bii^ps  of  the  Church  of  England,  with  deie* 
gates  from  the  Protestant  Church  of  Ireland.  Strict^ 
ly 'speaking,  their  object  is  much  more  limited  than 
that  of  the  Lords  Temporal ;  for  although  they  take 
precedency  as  Temporal  Barons,  yet  tbeydo  this 
rathar  by  a  fiction  of  law,  than  by  any  thing  ap* 
fnroadung  to  reality.  A  Temporal  Peer  is  under^ 
stood  to  occupy  his  seat  in  the  House  in  conse^ 
quence  of  his  ancestry — to  leave  the  succession  to 
his  heirs;  whereas  an  Archbishop  or  Bishop,  as  a 
Peer,'  has  neither  heir  nor  ancestor.  They  are 
Uie  representatives  of  the  dergy ;  and  though^  they 
may  take  a  share  in  all  the  legislative  and  judioiai 
functions  of  the  Temporal   Peers,  their  natural 
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function,  and  indeed  the  function  to  which  they 
chiefly  attend,  is  watching  over  the  interests  of  that 
body  of  which  they  are  in  fact  the  representatives; 
Those  who  are  not  so  familiar  with  the  practices 
of  the  Enghsh  Constitution,  as  to  consider  that  it 
could  not  be  very  much  changed  for  the  better, 
are  a[^  to  comdder  the  presence  of  the  higher  dig* 
nitaries  of  the  Church  in  the  Upper  House  of  Par- 
liament, while  the  lower  members  of  the  same  esta- 
blishment are  by  law  excluded  from  the  House  of 
Commons,  as  an  anomaly.  Probably  it  is  one; 
probably  it  would  be  better  either  to  admit  Priests 
into  the  House  of  Commons,  or  to  exclude  Bishops 
from  the  House  of  Lords ;  but  my  object  is  not  to 
speculate  about  what  would  be  better, — ^it  is  merely 
to  cast  a  hasty  glance  upon  what  is ;  and,  in  doing 
this,  I  cannot  help  stating  that  the  Lords  Spiritual, 
how  much  soever  they  may  add  to  the  dignity  and 
purity  ci  the  House,  contribute  not  much  to  its 
eloquence.  That  they  do  show  great  attention  to 
the  interest  of  the  Church  and  clerical  establishment, 
is  very  proper,  because  the  fact  could  not  be  other- 
wise; that  they  should  deliver  their  opnions  upon, 
all  questions  where  civil  and  ecclesiastical  laws 
come  into  collision,  is  very  advisable ;  that  the 
majority  of  them  should  be  steady  friends  of  the 
administration,  is  a  matter  of  course;  and  that 
they,  as  ministers  pf  a  religion,  the  statutes  and  the 
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doctrines  of  which  are  immutable,  should  oppose 
themselves  to  all  changes,  is.  a  matter  with  which 
nobody  has  a  right  to  quarrel, — ^provided  they 
do  not  thrust  themselves  ostentatiously  forward, 
in  merely  carnal  disputes  among  men  or  nations. 
The  precise  line  of  their  conduct  is  so  very  narrow 
and  4elicate,  and  it  is  so  exceedingly  difficult  to 
preserve  the  calmness  of  the  spiritual  character, 
upon  an  arena  of  temporal  strifes,  that  the 
wisest  course  which  they  can  pursue  is,  unless 
upon  subjects  that  are  obviously  ecclesiastical,  to 
speak  as  seldom,  and  say  as  little,  as  ever  they  can. 
They  seem  to  be  aware  of  this ;  and  accordingly 
we  find  less  of  the  clerical  eloquence  of  England 
recorded  in  the  debates  in  the  House  of  Lords,  than 
the  learning  and  the  power  of  the  English  clergy 
would  lead  a  stranger  to  suppose. 

Of  the  whole  bench  of  bishops,  the  only  one 
who  struck  me,  as  thrusting  the  baron  somewhat 
more  prominently  forward  than  was  seemly  for 
the  mitre,  was  the  Bishop  of  Peterborough ;  and 
I  am  not  sure  that,  learned  as  he  is,  the  church 
gains  much  by  the  ardour  of  his  zeal.  Dr.  Marsh 
is  evidently  a  man  not  gifted  with  the  very  highest 
natural  powers,  nor  yet,  as  it  should  seem,  with  • 
the  clearest  perception  of  the  way  in  which  those 
powers  should  be  managed  to  the  greatest  advan-^ 
tage.     But  if  it  were  possible  for  acquired  know- 
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ledge,  either  in  variety  or  in  extent,  to  compensate 
for  inferiority  of  intellect,  few  men  would  be  en- 
titled to  more  consideration  than  Dr.  Marsh.  Clear 
and  comprehensive  views  of  the  grand  principles 
of  human  society  he  cannot  indeed  take,  because 
no  teaching,  no  study,  seems  capable  of  enabling  a 
man  to  take  these  :  but  still,  in  as  far  as  ability  can 
be  conferred  by  multifarious  learning,  Dr.  Marsh  is 
an  able  man.  Perhaps,  indeed,  it  is  his  very  ability 
in  this  way  which  renders  him  so  unpleasant  as  a 
parliamentary  speaker.  When  a  man  of  books  comes 
into  contact  with  other  men  who  have  read  the 
volume  of  nature  itself,  and  disputes  with  them 
about  the  proper  arrangement  and  reading  of  that 
volume,  he  is  always  in  danger  of  appearing  dog- 
matical, and  the  stubbornness  of  his  dogmas  is  ever 
likely  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  his  read- 
ing: Dr.  Marsh  is  accordingly  the  greatest  dogma- 
tist in  the  Upper  House ;  and  this  quality  of  the 
matter  of  his  speaking  is  not  redeemed  by  any 
thing  in  the  manneri  He  is  much  more  of  a  casuist 
than  of  a  logician  :  his  voice,  though  loud  enough, 
has  something  starched  in  its  tones,  which,  bow- 
ever  well  it  may  be  fitted  for  the  grave  solemnity 
g£  a  pulpit,  does  not  accord  with  a  public  assem- 
Hy ;  in  which,  instead  of  the  many  listening  with 
calm  and  submissive  attention  to  that  which  is 
delivered  by  the  one,  every  man  has  a  liberty  of 
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speaking  for  himself,  and  requires  to  guard  agamst 
criticism,  reply,  and  it  may  be  a  refutation,  from 
which  the  labours  of  the  pulpit  are  entirely  free. 

It  might  be  supposed  that  the  ministers  of  a 
T^Upcm,  the  principles  of  which  came  by  immediate 
inspiration,   the  precepts  of  which  inculcate  the 
purest  moratity  and  the  most  unbounded  benevo- 
lence, and  the  whole  strain  of  which  is  incalculably 
more  sublime  and  spirit-stirring,  than  any  thing 
which  concerns  the  mere  regulation  of  men  upon 
earth,  would  be  by  it  schooled  into  an  extent  of 
knowledge,  a  love  of  liberality,  and  a  purity  and  fer- 
vour of  eloquence,  against  which  no  temporal  Peer 
could  for  a  moment  stand  up.     It  might  farther  be 
supposed,  that,  as  the  dignitaries  of  the  Church  of 
England  go  through  not  only  mc»re  of  the  forms, 
but  more  of  the  realities  of  artificial  teaching,  than 
the  Lords  Temporal,  and  are,  by  the  sacredness  of 
their  (^ces^  the  strictness  of  their  habits,  and  the 
sustained  and  sacerdotal  tenor  of  their  lives,  ex- 
empted frcMn  many  of  the  frailties  by  which  the 
others  are  necessarily  beset,  they  should  be  more 
than  matches  for  those  others  in  every  power  and  in 
every  attribute  of  mind.     But  such  is  not  the  fact: 
those  dignitaries,  excellent    scholars,  learned  di- 
vines, orderly  and  studious  men,  and  powerful 
preachers,  though  they  be,  cut,  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  whi^  one  would  feel  disposed  to  call  rather 
?  2 
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a  sorry  figure, — a  figure  so  sorry,  that  the  hierar-^ 
chy  profits  not  much  by  the  senatorial  labours  of 
these  its  most  exalted  sons. 

Nor  does  it  require  a  great  deal  of  reflection  to 
discover  that  this  must  be  the  case;  for,  without 
pretending  to  preach  a  homily  from  the  text  of  t^e 
impossibility  o£  serving  two  masters,  whether  those 
twO;  masters  happen  to  be  ^'  Grod  and  Mammon,^' 
or  not>  it  may  be  laid  down  as  an  axiom— or  if 
th^i  be,  accounted  too  summary  a  mode  of  proce- 
dw6»in  a  matter  so  grave,  it  may  be  demonstrated 
fK)mr  the  whole  tenor  of  history,  that  no  man  has 
hemp,  and  therefore  there  is  no  reason  to  hope  that 
any  mtui  shall  be,  a  zealous,  constant,  and  con- 
ddentious  minister  of  an  estabUshed  church,  and  an 
ardent,  eloquent,  and  efiicient  politician,  according 
to  the  fle^.  In  the  first  place,  the  paths  of  the 
divinev  are  so  straight-forward  and  so  clear,  that 
he  who  has  been  long  accustomed  to  them,  and 
whqioves  them,  cannot  get  forward  in  the  crooked 
and  clpjilded  ways  of  mere  earthly  statesmen.  The 
current  of  the  diviners  thoughts  runs  above  all  the^ 
w^id^nesses  and  wickednesses  of  mankind ;  and 
Irpm^is. sacred  height  he  looks  down  upon  those, 
^eaki^esses  and  wickednesses  as  matters  that  are 
to.be  pitied  and  amended.  Though  erring  mortals 
be  the  olyect  of  his  labour^  the  implements  with 
which  he  .works  are  unerring  and  divine;  yi^iile 
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the  politician  has  to  grapple  with  human  infirmities 
by  human  strength^  and  must  depend  on  his  own 
judgment,  while  the  other  has  a  higher  guide.  In 
the  second  place,  the  minister  of  reUgion,  putting 
himself^  as  he  naturally  does,  in  the  place  of  Him 
whose  minister  he  is,  comes  forward,  not  to  in> 
quire  for  the  discovery  of  truth,  or  to  argue  for  its 
establishment,  but  to  demand  impUcit  obedience,  to 
that  which  he  is  fully  convinced  those  who  hear 
him  must  believe.  Although,  therefore,  a  minister 
of  reUgion  may  be  ever  so  eloquent  in  the  enforcing 
of  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  that  religion,  he  is, 
from  the  very  nature  of  his  office^  the  worst  qua- 
Ufied  of  all  men  for  withstanding  contradiction, 
and  debating  about  subjects  the  foundaticm  of 
which  is  doubtful  or  obscure.  The  very  clearness 
and  certainty  of  those  matters  with  which  he  is 
familiar,  lead  him  into  dogmatism,  whenever  he 
comes  down  to,  the  level  erf  ordinary  reasoners. 
The  mysteries  of  religion  being  above  his  compre- 
hension as  a  mere  man,  it  is  very  natural  that  the 
mysteries  of  human  society  should  be  below  his 
comprehension, — at  any  rate,  the  decided  manner 
in  which  he  feels  himself  justified  to  state  the 
former,  disposes  him  to  state  the  latter  without 
that  process  of  ratiocination  to  which  the  more 
acute  of  mere  men  are  accustomed,  and  without 
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which  they  will  not  be  settled  in  matters  which 
concern  only  this  present  life. 

That  the  Lords  Spiritual  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment are  neither  the  most  eloquent  nor  the  most 
argumentative  of  its  members,  is  not,  therefore, 
to  be  imputed  to  any  inferiority  of  mind  on  their 
part,  compared  with  their  temporal  brethren ;  and 
that  dogmatism,  that  casuistry,  and  that  pedantic 
style,  which  would  be  very  offensive  in  Lord  Li- 
verpool or  Lord  Grey,  are  not  only  excusable,  but 
unavoidable,  in  the  Lord  Bi^op  of  Peterborough. 

A  minute  investigation  of  the  reasons  why  men 
appear  or  act  in  one  way  rather  than  another,  is, 
however,  always  a  very  difficidt,  and  never  a  very 
agreeable  or  satisfactory  labour;  nor  would  I  have 
touched  upon  it  at  all,  had  it  not  been  that  an  impli^ 
cit  adherence  to  truth  imposed  upon  me  the  neces- 
sity of  saying  of  Dr.  Marsh  what  might  have  been 
construed  into  disapprobation  and  "censure  if  he  had 
not  been  a  churchman  and  a  bishop.  What  I  have 
offered  in  explanation  will,  I  trust,  prevent  such  a 
construction ;  and  in  this  hope  I  shall  here  close 
my  notice  of  that  able,  orderly,  and  important, 
though  somewhat  dull  and  slow-going  en^ne — the 
House  of  Lords, — an  engine  which,  however,  is 
one  of  the  most  stately  and  the  most  useful  in 
Babylon  the  Great. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

THP  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  a. 


Not  that  I  think  those  pantomimes, 
Who  vary  action  with  the  times, 
Are  less  ingenuous  in  their  art 
Than  those  who  duly  act  one  part ; 
Or  those,  who  turn  from  side  to  side, 
More  guilty  than  the  wind  and  tide. 


BUTLEB. 


Splendid  as  is  the  character  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  grave  and  dignified  as  are  the  bearing  and 
aspect  of  its  members,  important  as  are  die  duties 
which  it  is  called  upon  to  perform,  watchful  as  it 
is  at  all  times  of  the  integrity  of  existing  interests, 
and  firm  as  have  at  times  been  the  stands  which  it 
has  made  for  Uberty,  it  is  not  the  branch  of  the 
Legislature  to  which  the  people  in  general  look 
with  the  greatest  interest,  or  claim  with  the  great- 
est fondness  as  being  their  own.  When  the  peo- 
ple resort  to  that  House,  they  have  always  a  sor4; 
of  feeUng  that  they  are  mere  spectators  —  that 
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though  they  be  listening  to  a  splendid  drama,  in 
which  the  actors  have  prepared  and  can  go  through 
their  parts  well  and  orderly,  yet  that  it  is  still  mere- 
ly a  drama,  to  delight  by  its  pomp  and  its  effect ;  or, 
if  it  be  to  have  any  practical  influence,  it  is  to  have 
that  rather  because  of  the  moral  which  it  inculcates, 
than  on  accdunt  of  any  actual  and  earnest  interest 
which  the  high  members  of  such  an  assembly  can 
be  supposed  to  take  in  the  affairs  of  ordinary  and 
untitled  men. 

This  may  be  a  prejudice,  and  (here  is  no  doubt 
that  in  part  it  actually  is  so,  but  still  it  is  a  natural 
prejudice,  and  so  there  is  no  use  for  quarrelling 
with  it.  The  yeomen  of  the  country,  and  the  bur- 
gesses of  the  towns,  cannot  easily  persuade  them- 
selves that  persons,  who  can  claim  admission  into 
the  superior  Council  of  the  State,  merely  because 
certain  other  men,  who  lived  before  or  since  the 
Conquest,  were  their  fathers,  and  without  any 
reference  to  those  perisonal  powers  and  posses- 
sions which  are  the  only  fair  grounds  of  distinc- 
tion among  yeomen  and  burgesses,  have  either  the 
same  feelings  or  the  same  views  as  they  have. 
The  peerage  is  a  very  splendid  establishment,  it  is 
quite  a  Constitutional  one,  and  it  maybe  both 
necessary  and  useful, — ay,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  it  has  been  so;  that,  being  of  a  nature  not  to 
be  changed  either  by  the  changes  of  the  monarch, 
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or  the  dynadty,  or  by  the  waywardness  of  the 
people,  it  has,  in  times  of  trouble,  saved  them 
both ;  and,  if  unlooked-for  changes  should  operate 
a  return  of  those  times,  it  might  save  them  again. 
But  still  the  peerage,  splendid  and  useful  as  it  may 
be,  is  an  institution  extrinsic  of  the  people,  and 
thus  there  is  no  bringing  them  to  a  belief  that  they 
are  any  thing  but  spectators  of  its  movements  and 
ifs  performances;  nor  is  it  at  all  desirat)!^  thai 
this  feeling  or  prejudice,  or  whatever  else  it  may  be, 
should  be  wholly  removed.  In  all  those  stations 
and  offices  where  there  is  an  importance  extrinsic 
of  the  personal  merits  of  the  holders,  it  is  d^^rable'^ 
that  Acre  should  be  a  portion  of  that  dim  teysl 
teriousness,  which  adds  in  greatness  kaa  grandeifr'^ 
what  it  takes  away  in  clearness  and  fafiOiliarity.  " 
Place  a  castle  upon  the  summit  of  k  hiQ,  and  it 
lodes  a  tiny  and  insignificant  thin;g;  §et  a  man 
upon  the  top  of  a  precipice,  and  he  iis  E^uhken 
within  his  native  size.  You  compare  the  dt^^t 
with  the  pedestal,  and  it  loses  by  the  coniparis6ri: 
but  the  moment  that  you  have  the  hiH  or  tii^ 
precipice  shroxided  in  mist,  through  die  fleieces  of 
which  the' castle  or  the  man  is  indistinctly^  sten, 
there  is  a  wonderful  accession  both  of  majesty  and  ' 
magnitude.  It  is  the  same  with  m^  who  are 
{^ced  upon  an  artificial'devaticm;  and  he  who 
would  wbh  to  remove  that  misty  v«l,  to  vrbkch  ha* ' 
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inconsld^^ble  p(»i;ion  of  their  apparent  greatness 
is  owing,  would  not  judge  wisely. 

It  is  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect 
to  its  judicial  functions,  that  this  magnifying  ob- 
scurity about  the  House  of  Lords  is  desirable.  It 
Operates  much  in  the  same  way  as  the  canonicals  €^ 
the  ministers  of  religion  and  the  robes  of  the 
administrators  of  law.  There  is  nothing  abso- 
lutely sacred  in  a  surplice,  a  stole,  or  a  mitre ; 
neither  is  there  one  grain  of  wisdom  in  an  ermined 
robe,  or  a  judicial  wig.  So  much  the  contrary^ 
that  the  things  are,  to  the  eye  of  abstract  reason, 
absurd.  Put  the  stole  and  the  mitre  upon  a 
yeoman,  and  he  would  be  hooted  by  the  boys 
of  the  village  as  a  fool^ — ^put  the  robe  and  the 
wig  upon  n  gentleman  of  Bond-street,  and  you 
would  hdLd  the  &ct  of  his  being  ani  ass  as  esta- 
Uifihed  beyond  all  question.  When  a  Judge 
puts  on  the  black  coif  of  condemnation,  and 
proceeds  to  pass  that  sentence  which,  when  once 
put  in  force,  not  even  Royal  clemency  can  xniti- 
gate,  a  feeling  of  chilly  horror— «  cold  curdling  of 
the  blood,  runs  through  all  those  who  have  the 
hearts  of  men  in  them,  and  even  the  most  aban* 
doned  and  obdurate  are  hushed  into  a  momentary 
silence ;  but  if  the  same  sjrmbolical  cap,  all-appall- 
ing as  it  is  in  its  proper  place,  were  to  be  put  on 
by  a  man  who  were  to  favour  a  jovial  company 
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'^th  a  song,  or  even  by  the  same  Judge  when 
about  to  propose  a  bumper  to  the  Eling^s  health, 
at  a  pubUc  dinner,  the  whole  solemnity  both  of  the 
thing  and  the  action  would  be  clean  gone,--there 
would  be  something  so  perfectly  incongruous,  so 
^itirely  ludicrous  in  it,  that  the  most  calm  face 
would  be  worked  into  a  smile,  and  the  most  sub* 
stantial  and  quiescent  sddes  shake  with  laughter. 
Now,  when  the  Lords  sit  in  judgment — and  their 
dvil  judgment  is  formal  and  without  appeal,  and 
their  criminal  judgment  the  most  solemn  that  can 
be,  there  are  none  of  the  external  emblems  ot 
miginal  or  even  delegated  authority.  Greikt  as 
their  power  is,  they  ever  use  it,  not  because  they 
have  been  chosen  by  the  King  or  the  people,  as  the 
fittest  persons  for  exercising  it — ^they  do  it  from  the 
mere  fact  of  their  belonging  by  creation  or  descent 
to  the  peerage ;  and  therefore  it  is  fitting  for  the 
purposes  of  justice,  that  some  sort  of  veil  should 
be  drawn  between  them  and  the  people. 

With  respect  to  the  House  of  Commons,  there 
is  no  such  necessity.  They  are,  or  are  understood 
to  be,  both  of  and  for  the  people  themselves;  and 
therefore  the  interest  which  the  pubUc  take  in 
them  is  of  a  more  hearty  kind  than  that  which 
they  take  in  the  Peers.  When  a  Peer  delivers  a 
sentiment  which  is  not  in  exact  accordance  with 
popular  notions,  folks  are  neither  surprised  nor 
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angrjTy  because  they  have  no  personal  relationship 
with  him  by  whom  the  sentiment  is  uttered  ;  and 
when  a  Peer  utters  any  thing  eminently  popular 
or  liberal,  the  people  do  not  cheer  and.  applaud 
him  as  they  would  a  Commoner.  The^  whole 
esprit  de  corps  of  the  people,  in  short,  leans  to- 
ward the  Commons.  It  is  there  that  they,  are 
most  upon  the  watch  against  improprieties,  both  of 
the  men  and  of  the  system ;  and  it  is  there  that 
they  bestow  the  warmest  of  their  applauses,  when 
they  think  that  applause  is  due.  When  you  speak 
of  the  Lords,  you  invariably  make  use  of  the  cold 
third  person  "  they;''  when  you  speak  of  the 
Commons,  you  instinctively  speak  of  them  as  being 
of  "  us."  It  is  "  their''  house  when  you  get  into 
the  Old  Court  of  Requests ;  but  when  you  enter 
the  Chapel  of  St.  Stephen,  it  is  "  ours."  You  feel 
at  home  and  at  your  ease,  without  any  of  that  con- 
sciousness of  inferiority  which  steals  upon  you  in 
the  Upper  House. 

Nor  is  it  merely  cm  account  of  this  felt  or 
fimcied  relationship  to  yourself,  that  you  prefer, 
the  House  of  Commons;  there  is  a  variety,  an 
energy,  and  an  expression  of  nature  about  it,  for 
which  it  would  be  vain  to  look  in  the  artificial 
statdiness  of  the  House  of  Peers.  In  that  House, 
be  the  speaker  ever  so  eloquent,  one,  somehow  or 
other,  never  loses  sight  of  the  coronet  or  the  mitre  ;^ 
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whereas,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  even  in  those 
members  which  belong  to  the  peerage,  the  man 
himself  is  the  grand  object  of  interest.  If  not  all 
of  one  party,  the  Lords  are  all  of  one  profession ; 
but  the  Commons  show  all  the  changing  shade  of 
society.  You  not  only  have  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland,  delivering  their  peculiar  opinions  in 
their  peculiar  way ;  but  you  have  a  trace  of  all 
counties,  and  all  castes  of  society  in  each  of  these 
divisions  of  the  Empire.  John  Bull  is  every  jot  as 
gruff  and  as  honest  upon  the  benches  of  the  House, 
as  he  is  behind  his  counter  or  his  plough  ;  Sawney 
is  every  bit  as  "  pawky,''  as  if  he  were  selling  a 
drove  of  black  cattle  or  making  application  for  an 
office ;  and  Pat,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  is  just 
as  warm  and  as  headstrong^  as  prone  to  throw  away 
the  trammels  of  logic,  in  order  that  he  may  run 
the  faster  with  his  words,  as  if  he  were  upon  the 
Curragh  of  Kildare,  or  the  mountains  of  Ballyna- 
hinch.  You  never  for  a  moment  can  mistake  the' 
one  {car  the  other.  The  Englidi  member  has  all 
the  peculiarities  of  the  Englishman.  If  he  takes 
a  position  for  the  public,  he  takes  it  bluntly  and 
frankly:  he  never  conceals  it,  or  goes  about  the 
estoblishment  in  defence  of  it  by  any  sinister  means. 
If  he  pursue  a  private  object,  he  is  alike  candid : 
he  never  strives  to  hide  the  personal  interest 
which  himself^  his  party,  or  his  constituents,  piay 
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have  in  it ;  he  merely  bends  all  his  force  to  prove 
that  that  interest  is  deserving  of  support.  The 
English  orator  has  not  much  of  the  theoretic  and 
general  philosopher  about  him :  he  does  not  argue 
from  the  abstract  rights  of  man,  or  the  original 
principles  of  government,  as  arising  from  a  sort  of 
imiversal  social  compact,  and  being  suited  to  the 
condition  of  all  mankind.  England  is  the  regulating 
principle  in  all  his  disquisitions;  and  the  test  of 
political  right  or,wrong  with  him,  is  mainly  what 
has  been  done  in  England-  'If  he  be  a  supporter 
of  the  Administration  for  the  time,  the  present 
practice  of  England  is  his  standard  of  right ;  and 
if  he  bdong  to  the  Opposition,  or  oppose  the  Go- 
vernment upon  what  are  called  independent  prin- 
ciples -^  not  meaning  thereby  that  sort  of  inde- 
pendence which  is  a  sort  of  signal  hung  out  by  the 
man  himself  that  he  wishes  to  defend — then  he 
takes  his  standard  from  some  time  gone  by, — a  time 
distant  from  the  present,  very  much  on  the  ratio 
of  his  own  opposition.  If  he  be  no  more  than  a 
Whig,  he  lets  fly  at  the  last  Kings  of  the  House  of 
Stuart,  denounces  the  measures  wiiich  he  opposes, 
as  having  a  bias  towards  their  policy,  and  places 
his  confidence  in  the  glorious  Revoluti<m  of  1688. 
If  he  go  beyond  this,  or  above  it,  or  below  it— for 
there  are  men  who  give  it  all  these  names,--*he. takes 
his  stand  at  a  much  more  remote  point  of  the  Eng- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BABYLON  THE  GREAT.  223 

lidi  history, — a  point  so  remote  indeed,  that  if  what 
he  advances  cannot  be  borne  out  by  satisfactory 
evidence,  the  oppo«te  proof  is  just  as  impossible, 
and  this  serves  the  purpose  equally  well. 

Whatever,  indeed,  may  be  the  species  of  an  Eng-  " 
lishman^s  oratory,  its  generic  character  is  always 
matter  of  fact ;  and  therefore  an  EngUsh  orator, 
independently  of  the  superior  style  of  his  dictiim^ 
the  superior  grace  of  his  manner,  and  the  greater 
purity  of  his  elocution,  is  always  much  more  easily 
understood,  and  consequently  much  more  agreeable 
to  listen  to,  than  a  Scot  or  an  Irishman.  In  his 
ordinary  speaking,  he  deals  with  the  ordinary  oc- 
currences of  human  nature — ^the  plain  practical  re- 
sults which  are  level  to  every  capacity ;  and  when 
he  rises  into  eloquence,  it  is  the  eloqu^ice  of  his- 
tory, much  more  than  of  philosophy  or  of  pas* 
sion. 

As  the  English  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons £Eur  outnumber,  and  very  far  outwei^,  those 
of  the  other  two  divisions  of  the  empire,  the  ge» 
neral  character  of  the  House,  both  in  the  ques- 
tions that  come  before  it  and  in  the  manner  in 
whidi  they  are  discussed  and  disposed  of,  is  decid- 
edly English.  The  Scottish  members,  as  such,  are 
so  few  in  number,  so  feeble  in  thrir  powers,  and 
generally  so  intent  upon  objects  quite  diflTerent 
from  those  which  form  the  bases  of  an  English- 
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man'^s  parliamentary  glory,  that  they  hardly  deserve 
h&ng  taken  into  the  account.  If,  indeed,  the  ta- 
lents and  feelings  of  the  Scottish  naUon  were  to  be 
estimated  from  the  majority,  or  even  from  the  ag- 
gregate, of  those  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, who,  as  one  might  say,  ^^  represent  the  repre- 
sentation** of  that  end  of  the  island,  then  the  esti- 
mate of  them  might  be  taken  as  moderate  as  heart 
could  well  desire.  Almost,  if  not  altogether,  they 
are  miserable  speakers  ;  and  few  of  them  have 
much  to  boast  of  on  the  ground  of  political  cluu 
racter.  To  the  general  interests  of  the  British 
Empire  this  may  do  no  great  harm ;  but  that  it 
is  highly  injurious  to  those  interests  of  Scotland,' 
which  Englishmen  do  not  understand,  and  there- 
fwre  cannot  be  expected  to  advocate,  is  very  evi- 
dent. The  laws,  the  municipal  and  the  political 
institutions  of  Scotland,  are  so  very  different  from 
those  of  England,  that  no  zeal  and  no  knowledge 
in  the  English  ones  can  qualify  Englishmen  for 
preventing  or  removing  their  corruptions.  It  may 
be  that  the  same  general  principle  is  applicable  to 
both ;  but  as  even  the  ablest  of  the  English  deal 
mudi  more  in  facts  than  in  general  principles,  the 
consequence  is,  that  the  evils  of  much  that  is  pecu- 
liar, to .  Scotland  pass  without  remedy,  because 
nobody  who  can  apply  the  remedy  knows  of  their 
esdstence. 
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The  Irish  members  are  more  numerous  and  more 
bustling  than  the  Scots ;  and  if  they  fiul  in  bring- 
ing the  case  of  Ireland  fairly  and  clearly  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  they  certainly  do  not  fail 
through  taciturnity.  But  eloquence,  or  periiaps  it 
is  more  correct  to  say  words,  may  be  faulty  through 
excess,  as  well  as  through  deficiency ;  and  that 
man  who  needs  to  be  told,  that  speaking  too  much 
upon  any  question  may  occasionally  render  it  more 
dark,  and  remove  the  solution  of  it  to  a  greater  dis- 
tance, than  barely  mentioning  it,  or  even  not  speak- 
ing about  it  at  aU,  is  most  assuredly  no  conjuror. 
In  that  which  has  never  been  mentioned  to  the  col- 
lective wisdom  of  the  House  of  Commons,  there  is 
some  chance  that  the  said  collective  wisdom  may 
stumble  upon  the  right  path,  even  without  a  hint; 
or,  if  a  faint  be  given,  the  wisdom  and  the  sub- 
ject will  then  meet  together  without  any  of  the 
distraction  of  an  ancient  prejudice,  and  even  with- 
out that  aversion  which  all  wise  men  and  wise 
institutions  have  at  being  lectured.  But  if  a 
matter  be  rung  in  the  ears,  day  after  day,  and 
fieason  after  sea^n — ^Lf  there  be  almost  a  third  of 
the  set  debates  in  the  House  about  Ireland ;  and  if, 
upon  all  cases  where  a  littk  supplemental  noise 
can  be  tolerated,  the  orators  of  the  Sister  Kingdom 
stand  up  to  beat  the  never-failing  calf-skin  to  the 
unchangeable  burden  of  her  interminable  wijongs,  — 
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then  it  is  not  in  the  ears  of  any  assembly — wiere 
they  even  ten  times  longer,  and  ten  times  more  an- 
xiously pricked  up  than,  those  of  the  sages  of  St. 
Stephen's,  to  bar  the  conclusion,  that  hat  in  which 
there  is  so  much  gratuitous  thumping  and  sound- 
ing, must  have  the  sense  pretty  well  battered  out  of 
it.  Those  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  attending 
the  Gallery  of  St.  Stephen's,  and  who  have  listened 
to  that  T?o2r  non  scripta — that  fine  ethereal  efflores- 
cence of  the  tongue,  which  no  pencil  of  reporter 
can  fix  down  upon  paper,  and  not  the  prince  ctf 
printers'  devils  can  consolidate  into  types, — who 
have,  in  the  more  lively  mcmients  of  the  House, 
heard  the  shrill  moan  of  the  venerable  Sir  John 
Newport, — and  who,  as  late  hours  and  the  leaden 
god  stole  softly  over  the  benches  on  either  hand,  have 
started  from  their  own  shares  of  the  coming  slum- 
ber, at  the  priggish  prattle  of  Thomas  Spring  Rice, 
Esq.  or  the  clicking  hammers  of  Hutchison  and 
Grattan,  (not  the  other  Grattau,  Gtxl  wot  f)  Mac- 
adamizing the  particles  of  gravel  from  eloquence's 
shallowest  brook,  will  both  understand  and  appre- 
ciate what  I  mean ;  and  must  with  me  regret,  that 
that  has  been  lost  in  the  .infinitude  of  sound,  which, 
long  ere  now,  might  have  been  won  by  a  very  very 
moderate  concentration  of  sense. 

In  consequence  of  the,  very  probably  interest- 
ed, taciturnity  of  the  Scots,  and  the  unceasing 
whirlwind  of  the  Irii^,  it  is  impossible  to  say  that 
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the  character,  or  the  characteristic  eloquence,  of 
either  of  those  nations,  in  their  own  representatives 
at  least,  {^resents  a  breadth  and  permanence  upon 
which  the  eye  can  take  hold,  comes  with  a  power 
and  an  unity  which  can  command  an  entrance  by 
the  ear,  or  shows  that  calm  earnestness  which  can 
make  sure  of  taking  up  a  permanent  abode  in  the 
heart.  Your  Scottish  representative  is  constantly 
biting  asund^  his  own  words  with  his  own  teeth, 
as  if  something  in  his  throat,  which  he  is  very  an- 
xious should  not  be  discharged,  were  occasioning 
spasm  and  derangement  in  his  organs  of  articular 
tion ;  and  he  is  also  ever  and  anon  concealing  his 
breast  with  one,  and  sometimes  with  both  of  Us 
handsy  as  if  he  knew  that  there  were  something 
there,  which,  if  seen,  would  neither  increase  his 
honour  nor  promote  his  success.  Your  Irishman, 
on  the  other  hand,  seems  to  have  too  little  both  of 
occult  and  of  avowed  purpose,  in  that  about  which 
he  sets  so  furiously  to  work ;  and  while  he  is  filling 
the  House  with  the  filmy  shadows  of  things  which 
uever  have  had,  and  never  can  have  substance,  and 
makii^  the  broken  and  disjointed  particles  of  the 
King'^s  English  whisk  about  and  about, 

''  Light  as  tbe  mote  that  daimceth  in  the  beam," 

you  cannot   help   thinking,    that  If  one  of  those 
**  rows*'  which  keep  the  sjnrits  of  his  country  ever 
rippling  on  the  siurface,  were  to  take  place  in  the 
a2 
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lobby,  he  would  leave  the  woes  of  Ireland  to  take 
care  of  the  wrongs,  snatch  up  the  mace  m  lieu  of 
a  sprig,  and  dash  heedlessly  and  heroically  inter 
the  thickest  of  the  fight. 

But  though,  in  consequence  of  Scottish  subjects 
and  Scottish  eloquence  being  deficient,*  and  Irish 
being  in  excess,  St.  Stephens  does  not  furnish  you 
with  that  perfect  portraiture  of  the  three  nations, 
which  an  assembly  of  their  representatives,  ill  aUot- 
ted  as  the  members  are,  would  lead  you  to  expect ; 
yet  this  is  more  than  compensated  by  the  great  va- 
riety of  individual  character, — there  being  not  a 
single  shade  of  mind,  from  philosophy  to  absolute 
fatuity,  and  not  a  single  rank  or  occupation  in  life, 
from  the  king  upon  the  throne  to  the  beggar  on 
the  dunghill,  but  might  find  one  there  worthy  of 
aspiring  to  its  possession,  and  capable  of  perform- 
ing  its  duties.  It  is  this  congregating  of  all  that 
is  contrasted  in  aspect — this  gathering  together  of 
all  that  is  diversified  in  talent  and  in  taste,  which 
makes  the  House  of  Commons  so  high  an  intellec- 
tual treat  both  to  natives  and  to  foreigners.  Its 
privileges  are  such,  that  however  a  man  may  have 
to  muffle  and  mystify  himself  before  he  gets  in,  he 
may  show  off  in  his  true  colours  the  instant  that 
he  is  there ;  for  if  he  observe  the  forms  of  the 
House,  which  are  not  very  difficult  to  be  observed, 
and  submit  to  its  statutes,   which  upon  its  own 
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members  are  not  excessively  severe,  he  may  give 
his  tongue  the  utmost  range  against  all  the  world ; 
and  be  his  artillery  great  or  small — ^be  it  a  cannon 
that  would  breach  a  stone  revetment  at  a  single 
discharge,  or  a  pop-gun  which  would  not  ruffle  the 
plumage  of  a  humming-bird,  that  monarch  is  not 
so  elevated,  and  that  principle  not  so  pure^  as  that 
he  may  not  rattle  away  against  them  with  the  ut- 
most impunity.  This  is  a  glorious  privilege :  and 
though  a  member  may  now  and  then  run  riot  in 
the  exercise  of  it ;  yet,  to  it  more  than  to  any  thing 
else,  are  we  indebted  for  that  freshness  and  force 
which  always  characterize  the  debates  of  the  Com- 
mons, and  render  them  more  striking,  and,  in  as  far 
as  the  public  opinion  of  England,  and  indeed  of  the 
civilized  world,  is  concerned,  more  successful,  than 
the  proceedings  of  any  other  assembly  of  politicians. 
This  perfect  freedom  of  the  House  of  Commons 
-—this  uncorrupted,  and  I  may  say  incorruptible, 
independence  in  license,  if  not  in  construction  or 
in  conduct,  is  a  sort  of  pledge,  and  no  inefficient 
pledge,  to  England,  that  neither  her  representatives 
nor  her  ministers  can  be  in  whole,  or  in  the  majo- 
rity, at  the  same  time,  very  weak  and  very  wicked 
men — that  whatever  may  be  the  theoretical  defects 
of  tins  House,  and  of  that  part  of  her  government 
which  depends  upon  this  House,  both  must  be 
practically  strong  and  efficient,  and  have  much  of 
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the  show,  and  a  good  deal  of  the  substance,  of  Ube- 
rality.  No  doubt,  the  great  range  of  opinion  of 
which  the  House  of  Commons  admits,  and  the  un- 
bounded license  of  speech  which  it  confers  upon  its 
mem]|ers,  produce  a  good  deal  both  of  coarseness 
and  of  ponsense,  which  a  system  of  severer  disci- 
pline would  repress.  But  no  discipline,  however 
tastefijd  and  well  managed,  could  be  productive  of 
that  exuberant  vigour  to  which  perfect  freedom 
leads ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  the  Broughams,  the  Can- 
nings, the  Huskissons,  and  the  Robinsons,  who 
bum,  and  shine,  and  illuminate,  and  please,  within 
the  walls  of  that  chapel,  one  can  easily  be  brought 
to  forgive  the  prattle  of  fops,  the  puerility  of  fools, 
and  the  dullness  of  solemn  and  systematic  drivellers. 
One  knows  that  in  a  country,  or  even  in  an  age, 
truly  great  men  are  never  many — never  any  thing 
like  one  in  a  thousand  ;  and  therefore,  if  among  the 
six  hundred  and  fifty-one  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  there  be  found,  upon  the  average,  half 
a  dozen  of  very  able  or  very  brilliant  men,  then 
that  House  may  with  perfect  safety  be  said  to  be 
ten  times  better  than  if  it  were  ballotted  from  the 
general  mass  of  the  people.  When,  too,  it  is  borne 
in  mind,  that  the  performance  of  real  business  re- 
quires more  dull  and  slow-going  agents  than  those 
splendid  members  of  the  House,  and  that  very  of- 
ten the  man  who  has  been  the  most  skilful  in  adapt- 
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ing  a  measure  to  the  very  best  interests  of  those 
for  whom  it  is  to  pass  into  a  law,  is  the  least  capa^ 
ble  of  making  a  clear  and  captivating  statement  in 
a  public  debate,  then  our  reason  for  being  satisfied 
with  the  House  as  it  is  receives  a  considerable  ad- 
dition of  strength. 

That  the  whole  members  of  that  assembly  liould 
ever  dwindle  down  to  mere  committee-men — attor- 
neys for  examining  and  cross-examining  witnesses, 
<x  juries  to  decide  upon  the  facts  of  local  cases  as 
given  in  evidence,  is  by  no  means  to  be  wished. — 
That  is  very  good  and  very  necessary  as  far  as  it 
goes,  but  it  goes  not  the  whole  length,  or  any  thing 
near  the  whole  length,  of  parliamentary  importance. 
This  mere  detail  and  business-part  of  the  institu- 
tion, is  indispensable  to  its  acting  aright  both  in 
general  and  in  local  legislation;  but  there  ought 
to  be,  within  the  walls  of  St.  Stephen^^,  a  spirit  of 
unconfined  hberality  and  unbending  manliness, 
not  only  to  answer  to  the  call  of  the  spirit  of 
liberality  and  manliness  without,  but  to  be  the 
watchman  to  arouse  and  the  pilot  to  direct  that 
external  spirit.  If  all  the  members  of  Parlia- 
ment were  to  give  themselves  up  to  the  forms  and 
the  details  of  parliamentary  business,  they  could 
never  perform  even  that  bu^ess  aright ;  and  the 
jmi^ess  of  society  without  would  leave  them  so 
far  behind,  that  they  would  become  objects  of  pity 
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instead  o{  admiration,,  and  of  ridicule  instead  of 
respect.  If  the  fame  of  Parliament  jested  upon 
the  Wynns,  and  the  Brogdens,  and  the  Giddy 
Gilberts, — excellent  and  expert  routine  and  com- 
mittee-men as  they  are, —few  would  throng  to  the 
GaUery  of  St.  Stephen's,  and  not  many  more 
would  read  with  avidity  the  reports  of  what  would 
be  spoken  there. 

The  House,  independently  of  all  political  differ- 
ences, must  invariably  contain  two  parties,— one 
laborious,  patient,  and  heavy,  who  would  drudge 
for  the  public,  and  who,  upon  the  principle  <rf  not 
muzzhng  the  ox,  are,  perchance,  allowed  occasion- 
ally to  drudge  a  little  for  themselves ;  and  one  who 
do  less  in  the  details,  but  who  have  the  nation  and 
the  world  for  their  audience  and  their  judges — 
whose  business  it  is  to  keep  themselves  up  to  every 
step  which  the  world  takes  in  all  its  multifarious 
improvements— who  must  be  merchants  and  philo- 
sophers, literary  men  and  men  of  taste — and  whose 
lives  must  necessarily  be,  in  a  very  great  measure, 
devoted  to  those  subjects.  It  is  farther  necessary 
that  this  higher  and  more  intellectual  order  of  par- 
liamentary men  should,  in  some  ratio  or  other,  be 
divided  into  those  who  support  and  those  who  op- 
pose thfi  administration  of  the  time.  The  flint  and 
the  steel  may  lie  side  by  side,  till  the  one  be 
decomposed  and  the  other  consumed  with  rust> 
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without  eliciting  a  angle  spark :  to  do.  this  they 
must  come  into  smart  collision ;  and  it  is  just  the 
same,  in  the  more  imrestrained  and  eloquent  depart- 
ment of  fhe  British  Senate.  People  cannot  help 
siding  with  one  party  or  with  another, — wishing 
their  favourite  into  office,  and  him  whom  they  do 
not  like,  out ;  and  possibly  there  may  be  cases  in 
which  such  changes  would  be  salutary  for  the 
country ;  but  it  requires  no  excess  either  of  phi- 
losophy or  of  penetration  to  discover  that  the 
motives  of  the  man  thus  wishing  for  change  are  by 
no  means  pure :  if  great  politicians  do  not  take  a 
inde  without  some  personal  motive,  it  is  difficult  to 
conceive  how  a  side  should  be  otherwise  taken  by 
small.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  understand 
the  Chapel  of  St.  Stephen's,  by  speaking  about  it ; 
and  so  I  shall  bid  my  readers  look  at  it  in  the  next 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  S. 


The  motion  has  been  broited ;  rolls  of  parchment 

For  weeks  have  made  the  tables  groan  ;  the  seats  , 

Are  taken,  and  the  gallery  throngM ;  the  speakers 

Are  conning  o*er  their  notes ;  and  expectation 

Is  restless,  till  the  mighty  say  be  said. 

Avoir. 

Imagine  that  some  mighty  field  day — some  Ar- 
mageddon of  the  Gog,  the  Magog,  and  the  Saints 
of  Parliament,  has  come  round — some  day  which 
has  stood  high  in  the. hopes  of  the  parties  or  of  the 
pubUc  for  years,  and  rubric  in  the  notices  of  the 
House  for  weeks — some  debate  which  has  been 
thrice  delayed  at  the  request  of  the  one  party,  and 
thrice  at  the  request  of  the  other,  in  order  that  the 
petitioning  tools  all  over  the  country  might  have 
time  to  do  their  work,— has  been  finally  fixed  by  a 
formal  call  of  the  House— that  each  orator  has 
stuck  his  name  upon  the  seat  from  which  he  means 
to  hold  forth,  in  order  that  his  friends  in  the 
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Gralkry  may  not  mistake  him — that  the  order  of  the 
leading  combatants  has  been  fixed—that  the  times 
hav^  be^i  appcnnted,  at  which  all  shall  be  in  the 
House  ready  to  che«r,  and  when  they  may  whet 
their  eloquence  upon  the  touchstone  of  Bellamy^s 
wine,  till  the  leaden  members  have  poured  their 
heavy  periods  upon  the  agitated  House,  as  oil  is 
poured  upon  the  waves  of  the  tumbling  sea — that 
the  voters  have  been  counted — and  that  the  whole 
stand  with  charged  barrels,  primed  vent,  and 
lighted  portfire,  ready  to  let  off  one  of  those  dis- 
charges, which,  by  their  bullet,  and  yet  more  by 
their  sound,  do  such  havoc  upon  the  feelings  and 
the  understmidings  of  men:  imagine  this;  and 
ima^ne  farther,  that  it  is  about  mid-day,  and  that 
you  who  have  come  from  a  distance,  and  for  the 
first  time,  for  the  express  purpose  gf  seeing  with 
your  own  eyes,  and  hearing  with  your  own  ears, 
those  mighty  looks  and  words  of  wisdom  and 
eloquence,  with  the  second-hand  report  of  which 
you  have  so  often  been  feasted.  By  "  advice  of 
fiiends,'*  you  have  stuffed  your  pockets  with  sand* 
wiches,  and  are  elbowing  your  way  amid  the  mot- 
ley throng  that  are  moving  toward  Palace  Yard, 
You  pass  through  that,  without  deigning  a  single 
word,  or  even  look,  of  CQmment  upon  the  exquiate 
beauties  of  the  old  architecture,  or  the  unrivalled 
deformity  of  the  new.     The  stately  hall,  with  its 
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shapeless  courts,  might,  for  aught  you  care,  be  at 
the  bottom  of  the  Thames.  Your  object  is  beyond  ; 
and  hard  though  be  the  struggle,  you  are  deter- 
mined to  accomplish  it.  After  perilling  your  neck 
upon  one  awkward  step  here,  two  or  tliree  awkward 
steps  there,  your  coat  and  your  pockets  every 
where,  from  the  freedom  of  the  populace,  you  at  last 
gain  the  lobby :  but  you  gain  the  wrong  one ;  tho 
folding-doors  which  open  over  against  the  screen 
through  which  you  entered,  have  no  admission  for 
you.  The  Cerberus,  who  gives  ready  admission  to 
the  representatives,  necessarily  excludes  the  re- 
presented ;  and  though  you  produce  the  order  from 
your  County  or  Borough  member,  for  whom  yoq; 
yoted  and  tossed  up  your  hat  when  he  became  such, 
and  at  whose  expense  you  then  dined — and  haply 
did  something  else, — it  proves  not  more  availing 
than  as  much  waste  paper.  You  attempt  to  catch 
just  one  little  glimpse  at  that  grim  chair,  and  those 
gloomy  benches,  about  which  you  have  heard  so 
much;  but  in  doing  so  you  are  forcibly  pulled 
away,  and  threatened  with  the  vengeance  of  the 
Sergeant  at  Arms,  which,  as  you  have  been  told, 
extends  as  far  as  Newgate.  Escaping  from  the 
Scylla  of  the  door-keeper,  you  stumble  upon  the 
Charybdis  of  a  Jewesses  orange-basket,  the  con- 
tents of  which  are  immediately  sent  spinning  all 
over  the  lobby,  and  you  make  your  way  to¥mrd  th6 
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Staircase  which  conveys  you  to  the  Gallery.  Your 
agitation  and  your  haste  conspire  to  give  you  a 
business-face,  and  so  the  lingering  and  listless 
crowd  which  hang  upon  the  unshapely  ascent 
readily  make  way,  and  you  find  yourself— outride 
a  closed  door  in  the  dark.  After  a  good  deal  of 
ndse  and  kicking,  and  it  may  be  swearing,  espe- 
cially if  you  are  of  the  Sister  Kingdom,  and  the 
question  be  Irish,  the  sUt  in  the  door  is  withdrawn, 
and  your  business  demanded  by  a  personage  whom, 
from  his  self-importance,  you  would  imagine  to  be 
the  Speaker  himself,  but  who  is  in  reaUty  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  Wright  the  dooi'-keeper.  Your 
Member^s  order  is  again  presented ;  but  it  is  again 
refused:  you  are  told  that  admission  cannot  be 
obtained  for  several  hours,  and  eveni  then  it  cannot 
be  procul*ed  for  that ;  and  when  you  are  fairly  in 
possession  of  this  satisfactory  piece  of  intelligence^ 
the  sUt  is  closed,  and  you  are  left  as  much  in  the 
dark  as  ever.  Here  you  are  constrained  to  stand, 
with  the  door  immovable  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
crowd  continually  presring  closer  and  closer  upon 
the  other;  Your  ribs  are  elbowed,  your  toes  trod 
updn,  your  sandwiches  almost  squeezed  laterally 
into  your  stomach,  and  yourself  heavily  taxed  in 
perspiration  and  in  patience  for  three  long  hours, — 
toward  the  close  of  which,  however,  Wright  again 
opens  the  slit,  and  you  have  the  satisfaction  of 
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seeing  those  whose  passes  happen  to  be  better 
countersigned  than  your  own  walking  at  their 
leisure  into  that  Gallery  which  you  are  so  anxious 
to  enter,  but  cannot. 

At  last,  however,  the  Speakei*  enters — the  door 
opens — ^Wright  pronounces  the  WOTd"half-a-crown'' 
— ^it  is  paid,  and  you  are  discharged  away  from  the 
landing-place  up  the  steps,  and  to  the  door  of  the 
Gallery,  with  as  little  effort,  and  as  mu(^  velocity, 
as  if  a  barrel  of  gunpowder  had  been  burned  at 
your  heels.  At  the  door  you  have  time  to  pause 
again, — for  you  ^find  tlwi-t  though  you  are  the  fore- 
most of  the  public,  and  enter  by  the  acknowledged 
and  legitimate  gate,  yet,  by  some  miraculous  means 
or  other,  that  public  have  previously  contrived  to  fill 
that  small  cock-loft,  which  is  denominated  the  Stran- 
gers' Gallery.  Your  pause  is  but  a  brief  one,  but 
you  have  time  for  a  little  meditation ;  and  that 
which  most  readily  and  forcibly  comes  across  you, 
is  the  different  estimation  in  which  your  member 
is  held  at  home  and  in  St.  StejAen's ;  nor  can  you 
help  wondering,  that  so  great  a  man  should  have 
given  pounds  to  procure  a  seat  in  an  assembly, 
where  he  is  not  reckoned  worth  half-ar<5rown,  even 
by  the  door-keepers.  You  get  into  the  Gallery,  and 
modestly  seat  yourself  on  the  rearmost  step  of  the 
matting,  from  which,  however,  you  are  ejected  by 
a  very  summary  process  by  one  of  the  representa- 
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lives — of  the  morning  papers,  who  enters  the  House 
with  an  air  of  as  much  unportance,  and  perhaps 
discharges  as  important,  and  certainly  as  difficult,  a 
duty  in  it,  as  any  one  of  the  representatives  upon 
the  benches  below.  Ejected  from  this  humblest 
place,  you  stand  irresolute,  the  messengers  ordering 
you  to  sit  down,  and  you  not  seeing  exactly  where 
you  are  to  sit  down,  till  the  same  r^epresentative 
who  displaced  you,  pulls  you  down  upon  the  step 
immediately  in  front  of  him,  and  obligingly  be- 
comes yxmr  Cicerone,  in*  as  far  as  you  require  an 
index  to  the  men  and  things  that  are  before  your 
eyes.  It  may  be  that  he  plays  off  upon  you  a  few 
innocent  waggeries,  in  consequence  of  your  anxiety 
to  be  in  a  place  which,  to  him,  has  many  of  the 
horrors  of  the  tread-mill;  but  he  is  sure  to  set  you 
right  in  the  end,  and  equally  sure  to  leave  you  in 
charge  to  his  swscessor.  Indeed,  if  you  have  never 
been  in  the  House,  and  know  not  many  of  its 
members  by  sight,  always  attempt  to  get  upon  the 
seat  next  the  reporters.  You  may  hear  them 
treating  with  scorn  the  men  whom  you  worship, 
and  cursing  that  eloquence  which  you  are  drink- 
mg  in  as  the  nectar  of  the  gods;  and  if  you  are 
over  inquiritive,  or  inquisitive  at  improper  times, 
you  stand  a  chance  of  being  yourself  rebuffed 
not  in  the  softest  phraseology:  but  still  the  real 
informaticm  which  you  may  acquire  fi'om  those 


Digiti; 


zed  by  Google 


240  BABYLON   THE    GREAT. 

shrewd  and  inteUigent,  though  not  over-courtly 
personages,  will  far  more  than  counterbalance  those 
little  matters,  which,  taken  alone,  would  be  any 
thing  but  agreeable. 

While  you  are  snugly  seated,  and  they  are  scrap- 
ing their  pens  and  pencils,  handing  round  the  jokes 
of  the  morning,  and  between  whiles  telling  you  the 
names  of  the  members  who  are  kicking  their  heels, 
conning  their  notes,  or  consulting  their  papers, 
you  have  leisure  and  spirits  to  glance  round  the 
House,  and  take  notice  of  the  theatre  before  the 
drama  commences.  The  first  thing  that  strikes 
you  is  its  mean  and  sombre  appearance.  When  at 
home  you  heard  the  Chapel  of  St.  Stephen^s  spoken 
of,  you  naturally  supposed  that  if  there  was  not 
something  of  the  grandeur  and  the  grace  of  a  na- 
tional haU  about  it,  there  would  be  at  least  some 
of  the  venerable  and  imposing  appearances  of  an 
ancient  church.  But  you  find  that  this  place — the 
place  where  so  much  wisdom  is  accumulated,  and 
whence  so  much  eloquence  is  distributed  over  the 
world,  ought  to  be  called  the  Chest  of  St.  Stephen, 
rathW  than  the  Chapel ;  for  its  square  form,  and 
its  wooden  texture,  make  it  seem  better  adapted 
for  a  linen  chest  to  the  nation,  or  a  storehouse 
to  the  Patent  Steam-washing  Company,  than  for 
accommodating  the  collective  wisdom  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland.     Not  one  vestige  of  the 
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ancient  structure  is.  to  be  seen.  The  whole  walls 
are  of  wainscot,  as  dark  and  dingy  as  heart  can 
desire ;  the  flat  roof  is  so  close  upon  the  Gallery, 
that  it  seems  as  if  intended  for  a  general  extin- 
guisher to  the  House ;  the  Speaker^s  chair,  bating 
the  Royal  arms,  would  do  no  honour  to  a  provin- 
cial Masonic  Lodge ;  the  chandeliers  and  seats 
are. not  more  tasteful. than  those  of  a  dissenting 
meeting-house . in  a  manufacturing  village;  and 
though  some  architect  of  external  surfaces  has 
contrived  to  garnish  the  end  toward  the  Thames 
with  fun^^al  plumes,  as  if  the  whole  wisdom  of 
Parliament  had  gone  into  mourning  for  something 
dead  which  durst  not  be  mentioned,  yet  the  three 
windows  which  throw  physical  light  upon  the 
House  are. as  common-place  in  their  structure,  and 
as  round  in  th^  heads,  as  the  country  gentle- 
men who  show  forth  their  intellectual  glimmering 
from  the  third  bench  upon  either  hand  of  the 
Speaker.  The  Strangers'  Gallery  is,  as  I  have 
said,  and  you  have  seen,  equally  small  and  inconve- 
mait:  but  on  these  accounts,  it  suits  better  with  the 
name ;  because,  were  it  larger,  more  easily  acceissi- 
ble,  or  more  convenient  when  one  does  get  into  it, 
then  that  part  of  the  public  who  are  fond  of  sena- 
torial eloquence,  would  not  be  so  great  strangers 
to  St.  Stephen's  Chapel  as  they  are  at  present.  Im- 
mediately before  you  st«ids  the  Speaker's  chair ; 
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and  in  it  reclines  the  Speaker  himself,  with  tiie 
greatest  iirbanity,  and  the  greatest  order  set  forth 
both  in  his  person  and  in  his  wig.  The  tabfe  ife 
before  him,  with  clerks  at  the  comers;  a  hole  be* 
low  for  readying  such  petitions  from  the  peqple  as 
are  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table ;  in  the  centre 
there  are  a  few  books  and  memoranda;  at  each 
side  an  empty  box,  upon  which  the  Ministerial  or 
Opposition  speaker  may  beat  the  drum,  when  bis 
arguments  or  his  eloquence  fail  to  aw^en  the  nocU 
ding  House  at  a  late  hour ;  and  at  the  end  nearest 
yourself,  lies  the  mace — that  venerable  symbol  of 
the  power  and  privileges  of  the  House,  whidb  was 
so  much  contemned  by  Oliver  CromwelL  I  may 
teH  you^  in  passing,,  that  those  two  soundii^-bcHLes 
iire  peculiar  to  the  House  a£  Commons ;  and  that 
they  have  given  existence  and  name  to  fi,  species  of 
turgument,  which  is  as  peculiar  and  a^  effective 
in  St.  Stephen^s,  as  the  cusUon-thumpiiig  of  Di^ 
vines,  or  the  argumenium  ad  tabvkm  among  tavern 
politicians — ihe  argumetHum  ad  arcam-^-^that  most 
sonorous '  figure  of  parliamentary  rhetoric,  —  a 
figure  of  which  the  late  Marquis  of  LottdOndfirry 
made  constant  use,  and  which  is  not  despised  or 
neglected  by  his  eloquent  and  elegant  successor^ 
the  Right  Hon.  George  Canmx^. 

To  the  Speaker's  right — ^that  is,  upon  your  kft, 
muster  those  who  speak  and  those  who  vots  with. 
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the  AdministraticHi.  Ministers  themselve8>  with  the 
leading  orators  upon  their  side,  occupy  the  seat 
next  the  table,  stand  upon  the  floor  of  the  House, 
and  show  the  whole  length  of  their  figures  when 
they  address  it;  and  it  is  they,  and  they  only  upon 
this  ride  of  the  House,  who  are  permitted  to  re- 
sort  to  the  argumenttim  ad  arcam.  The  Opposition 
muster,  in  like  manner,  upon  the  Speaker^s  left,-— 
those  on  the  floor  having  privilege  of  the  box,  in 
Hke  manner  as  the  Ministerial  members;  and  they 
who  class  not  of  the  foremost  rank  being  like 
those  restricted  to  the  sound  of  their  own  voices, 
which  is,  of  coiurse,  held  quite  adequate  to  the 
expression  of  the  most  lofty  things  that  they  can 
utter.  The  country  gentlemen,  as  having  the 
greatest  breadth  of  countenance — as  being  the 
most  measurable  statesmen,  are  posted  about  the 
middle,  in  order  that  they  may  lean  against  the 
pillars,  like  other  Sampsons,  when  , they  weary, 
and  that  they  may  be  seen  to  the  best  advantage. 
The  two  sets  of  benches  are  rounded  inwards  so 
that  they  meet  together  behind  the  Speaker^s  chmr. 
This  is  deemed  a  sort  of  neutral  groimd  ;  and 
upon  it  civilities  and  snuff-boxes  are  exchanged  in 
the  most  courteous  manner,  by  those  who  scowl 
defiance  at  each  other  whenever  they  come  forward 
to  the  battle-field. 
The  side-slip  over  the  Treasury-benches  is  set 
e2 
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apart  for  such  members  of  the  Opposition,  as  are 
not  fond  either  of  the  stimulus  of  dbquence  in 
the  House  below,  or  of  that  of  wine  in  Bellamy'^s 
above ;  and  the  slip  over  the  Opposition  does  the 
same  service  for  the  Treasury  mutes.  The  benches 
in  those  slips  are  made  so  roomy,  that  the  members 
upon  the  opposite  sides — of  whom  Dennis  Browne 
and  William  Ramsay  Maule  appeared  to  me  to 
be  the  fnaxi$na,  can  recline  upon  them  with- 
out restriction;  and  they  are  so  soft,  that  sleep 
upon  them  must  be  both  balmy  and  refreshing, 
promoted  as  it  often  is  by  the  lullaby  that  sounds 
from  below. 

No  female  is  allowed  to  enter  the  Grallery  of  this 
House,  unless  she  submit  to  wear  that  in  public 
which,  it  may  be,  she  wears  regularly  at  home 
without  any  thing  like  submission;  but  females 
may,  notwithstanding,  have  a  bird^s-eye  view  of 
the  House,  and  hear  the  sound  of  its  wisdom^ 
There  is  a  large  ventilator  just  over  the  table ; 
and  if  there  be  any  thing  very  fine  or  very  curi- 
ous going  forward,  you  may — ^if  the  House  be  stilly 
enough^— hear  the  light  patter  of  feet,  and  the 
softened  hum  of  whispers  there  :  or  should  you 
not  be  able  to  do  this,  then  you  may,  by  a  very 
peculiar  look  that  the  Speaker  puts  on  upon  such 
occasions,  know  that  some  of  the  softer  sex  ^ure 
aloit.    Some  may  ask,  why  females  are  excluded 
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from  the  gallery  of  this  "  public  "  House  ?  to 
which  I  know  not  better  what  to  answer,  than  by 
asking,  why  they  are  prolubited  fix)m  voting  in  the 
election  of  its  members?  and  when  this  is  an- 
swered to  my  satisfaction,  I  doubt  not  but  I  shall 
be  able  to  solve  the  lesser  enigma. 

If  you  had  been  there  on  an  ordinary  evening— 
an  evening  upon  which  nothing  of  mightier  sound 
was  to  be  done  than  the  distribution  of  some  ten 
millions  of  the  public  revenue,  or  the  disposal  of 
some  fifty  Bills,  each  of  which  involved  an  object 
of  great  primary  interest  to  the  district  by  which 
it  was  desired,  then  the  aspect  of  the  House  would 
have  been  different.  The  door  which  you  found 
so  long  closed  against  you  would  have  stood  open, 
your  Member^s  order  would  have  prociured  you 
admission,  you  would  have  had  the  greater  part  of 
the  Grallery  to  yourself,  and  you  would  have  found 
the  House  as  desolate  upon  your  entrance  as  I 
first  found  the  House  of  Peers.  Upon  such  an 
oocaaon,  the  first  business  —  prayers  excepted, 
which  never  astonish  any  body— would  have  asto- 
nished you;  and  you  would  have  been  apt  to 
suppose  that  Mr.  Speaker  was  giving  the  few 
monbars  present  a  lecture  upon  the  first  principles 
of  arithmetic,  after  the  fashion  of  Dr.  Bell  or  of 
Joseph  Lancaster ;  for  3rou  would  have  heard 
him  repeating  the  names  of  the  cardinal  niunbers 
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in  a  most  melodious,  though  somewhat  formid 
voice,  and  with  very  prdimged  and  incomprehen^ 
nble  pauses  between, — ^keeping  his  eye  all  the 
while  upon  the  clock,  pleased  apparently  that  it 
was  outrunning  his  arithmetic.  If  it  had  got  to 
four  o^clock,  before  he  got  to  the  mystical  number, 
thirty-nine,  be  would  have  adjourned,  and  gone 
to  take  his  rest  or  his  amusement ;  but  if  he  had 
previously  been  enabled  to  count  that  number,  he 
would  have  added  himself  to  the  list,  and  the  forty 
would  have  proceeded  to  grapple  with  the  business 
dP  the  night,  however  intricate  or  however  im- 
portant. 

Even  upon  a  great  day,  such  as  that  which 
brought  you  from  the  country,  you  find  the  first 
stage  of  the  business  any  thing  but  interesting:  {or 
though  sundry  private  and  public  Bills  be  forward- 
ed a  stage,  you  cannot  understand  what  they  are 
about;  and  though  sundry  petitions  be  presented, 
and  questions  put,  you  are  unable  to  guess  at  the 
drift  of  the  one,  or  the  answers  to  the  other.  In 
those  short  readings,  cama  brexntatisy  the  Bills  are 
often  very  amusing;  and  all  that  you  can  hear  of 
a  solemn  legislative  proce^ng  is  as  fcdlows :-— Dr. 
PhiUimore,  or  Mr.  Sohoitor-Oeneral  WethereU,  or 
some  sudi  profound  but  prosing  personage,  is 
called  upon  by  the  Speaker.  If  he  berpr^sent,  be 
answers  to  the  call,  by  rifflng,  smoothing  down  his 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BABYLON  THE   GREAT.  t47 

face  with  his  band,  looking  wisdom  itself,  and 
moving  the  second  reading  of  ^^  A  Bill  for  amend- 
ii^  an  Act  passed  during  the  last  Session  of  Par- 
liament, for  amending  another  Act  passed  in  the 
Session  before  that,  for  am^iding  the  then  existing 
Acts  for  regulating  the  solemnization  of  Mar* 
liages.*^  Upcm  so  joyous  a  subject  you  very 
naturally  look  for  something  which  shall  at  the 
least  be  lively  and  amusing.  But  the  Clerk  moves 
to  his  feet  with  as  much  solemnity  as  the  mov^  of 
the  second  reading,  and  delivers,  in  a  voice  whi^ 
neiAer  rises  nor  falls  a  lungle  semi-tone  during 
the  delivery,  these  oracular  words:  *^ Whereas, 
great  inconveniences  have  arisen  from  the  solemni- 
zation of  marriages  :^  upon  which  the  Speaker  tries 
the  metal  of  the  Members,^' by  yea  and  by  nay  ;'^ 
and  pronoundng  that  ^'  the  ayes  have  it,^  he  sits 
down,  and  the  deed  of  legislation  is  performed. 
Whether  you  happen  to  have  be^i  a  prindpal  in 
the  solemnization  of  marriage  or  not,  you  do  not 
question  the  truth  of  the  propositi<»i ;  but  you 
cannot  help  pondering  why  so  obvious,  or  at  least 
so  ample  a  truth,  should  need  to  be  declared  by 
the  wisdmn  of  the  legislature.  The  amusement 
which  you  find  or  fancy  at  the  scdemn  dedaration 
of  this  nan  tequitur — q>rings  wholly,  however,  from 
your  own  ignorance  oi  Parliamentary  busdness, 
aiid  is  no  way  chargeable  upon  the  good  sense  df  the 
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House.  Indeed,  it  is  the  reverse:  the  members 
are  supposed  ^o  be  ah*eady  acquainted  with  all  the 
details  and  enactments  of  the  Bill ;  and  therefore^ 
in  those  readings  proform&j  they  require  to  hear  * 
nothmg  more  than  the  first  clause  of  the  first 
sentence.  • 

After  the  Marrii^  Bill  is  sent  to  enjoy  its 
h(m^-moon,  previous  to  being  read  a  thitd  time 
and  passed,  the  learned  Sergeant  Onslow,  or,  as  he 
is  sometimes  termed,  Slow-on^  rises  to  make  his 
annual  motion  for  the  restoration  of  the  remnant  <^ 
Israel,  by  a  repeal  of  the  laws  against  usury,  and 
a: consequent  permission  to  Solomon  to  exact  as 
many  per  shents  as  his  own  Uberal  conscience  will 
dlow  him  for  the  use  of  de  moniah.  Out  of  doors, 
opinions  are  somewhat  divided  upon  this  piece  of 
le^latibn, — because  it  seems  doubtful  whether  it 
would  or  would  not  enable  profligate  young  men  ^ 
to  get  rid  of  their  money  with  less  loss  of  time  than 
by  the  means  now  existing;  and,  in  a  matter  of 
such  perplexity,  the  peo{de  without  the  House 
could  not  have  had  a  better  representative  within 
than  the  learned  Sergeant,  who,  though  he  has 
been  working  at  it  for  years,  yet  has  contrived  to 
manage  it  in  so  very  lawyer-Uke  a  style,  that  it 
does  not  appear  to  be  one  bit  nearer  being  either 
adopted  or  rejected,  than  it  was  upon  its  first  being 
brought  forward.    The  learned  Sergeant,  however^ 
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contrives  to  make  a  long  and  a  rare  qpeech  upon 
the  subject, — I  say  a  rare  speech,  because  not 
even  the  most  voracious  of  the  newspapers  ventures 
to  report  it ;  and  as  it  can  be  understood  by  very 
few  of  the  listeners,  there  cannot  be  above  one  or 
two  oral  copies  in  existence. 

After  Israel  has  journeyed  quietly  through  the 
desert  of  the  Sergeants  eloquence,  a  petition  comes 
for  the  abolition  of  the  Com  Laws;  and  the 
country  gentlemen  declare  their  readiness  to  ac- 
quiesce in  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  provided  a 
new  monopoly  is  to  be  granted,  of  which  the  liltle 
finger  diall  be  heavier  upon  the  national  industry 
than  the  loins  of  the  old  one.  To  the  Com  Laws 
succeeds  a  whole  list  of  Private  Bills  for  the  drain- 
ing of  millponds,  the  setting  up  of  turnpike-gates, 
and  the  farther  seciuring  of  abundant  and  whole- 
some dinners  to  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  Church- 
wardens of  Parishes,  throughout  England  and  the 
principality  of  Wales.  These  meet  with  no  oppo- 
sition, except  from  two  members,  one  of  whom  is, 
upon  examination,  found  to  have  been  struck  off 
the  roll  of  the  Quorum,  and  another  rejected  by 
a  select  vestry.  Joseph  Hiune,  who  has  been  all 
this  while  smoothing  the  dog's-ears  from  a  well- 
used  copy  of  the  Ready  Reckoner,  rises  to  move 
for  twenty  or  thirty  returns,  all  6t  which,  except  a 
return  of  the  silent  members  of  the  House,  for 
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which  he  is  called  to  order,  as  being  a  breach  c^ 
privilege,  are  granted ;  and  Joseph  ^ts  down  with 
as  solid  an  air  of  self-aatisfaction  as  though  he  had 
disprove  the  circulation  of  the  blood  as  a  doctor, 
confuted  the  whole  Senatus  of  Aberdeen  Collie 
as  a  casuist,  superseded^  the  Chsdrman  as  an  East- 
India .  proprietor,  or  discovered  the  philosc^ber^d 
stone  as  a  private  adventurer. 

The  great  leaders  for  the  evening  not  having  yet 
joined  their  forces,  the  business  lingers  for  a  Httle; 
and  Mr.  Richard  Martin,  of  Galway,  introduces  the 
victim-cattle,  which  are>  adorned  for  the  sacrifice 
with  bunches  of  ribbons  from  Mr.  Peter  Moore, 
the  appropriate  Member  for  Coventry. 

It  may  happen  that,  in  the  course  of  those 
minor  weapon-showings,  which  precede  and  prepare 
for  the  great  battle  of  the  night,  you  may  be 
treated  with  that  singular  movement  called  a  di- 
vision of  the  House,  —  an  operation  which,  as 
spectators  are  bundled  out  at  one  door  of  the  Gal- 
lery before  it  begins,  and  received  in  by  another 
after  it  is  over,  ^Ves  strangers  like  yourself  an 
advantage  over  more-  j»*acti8ed  or  more  favoured 
people.  For  the  convenience  of  counting  those 
who  are  for  and  those  who  are  against  the  motion 
to  be  decided,  the  one  party  goes  out  of  the  House 
and  the  other  remains  in.  If  it  be  the  first  intro- 
duction of  any  measure  upon  which  the  division 
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tskeg  place,  then  those  who  advocate  that  measure 
withdraw  from  the  House,  or,  as  it  is  technically 
tamed,  '^  the  ayes  go  out  ;'"'*  but  if  the  measure  be 
in  the  House,  that  is,  if  it  have  pas^  one  stage, 
then  -'the  noes  go  out.'^  Upon  this  and  some 
other  {uractioes  the  following  rhymes  have  been 
composed: 

THE  FIVE  SENSES  OF  ST.  STEPHEN'S. 

Do  you  doubt  the  pretence  of  the  Commons  to  sense  ? 

Why,  they  Ve  got  all  (he  Jive  m  perfection : 
In  tasting  taidfeeUng  they  still  will  be  dealing. 

When  fate  brings  about  an  eteciion : 

And  then  as  to  ears,  their  thundering  ^^hear !  hears ! " 
Show  not  Balaam's  instructor  had  longer; 

While,  for  sight  and  for  smell,  their  practices  tell 
No  eagle  or  hound  has  them  stnmger. 

When,  through  thick  and  through  thin,they  bring  matters  in. 

They  knowingly  put  out  their  ayes; 
When  what 's  in  they  q^pose,  they  poke  out  their  noes : 

Which  is  staiotfy  impartial  and  wise. 

But,  notwithstanding  those  slight  matters,  and 
notwithstanding  the  high  expectations  into  which 
you  had  been  worked  by  the  fame  of  the  House 
before  you  took  your  journey,  and  the  difficulty  of 
getting  admission  to  it  after  you  arrived,  you  are 
apt  to  become  a  little  restive,  and  cannot  altogether 
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keep  down  the  suspicion  that  the  reeds  oi  the  in* 
struments  behind  you  have  more  to  do  in  forming 
the  din  into  soul-stirring  harmony,  than  the  mouths 
from  which  it  is  blown  in  front.  The  «ages  in  the 
body  of  the  House,  indeed,  with  their  endless  variety 
of  countenance,  and  their  motley  cUversity  of  cos- 
tume,-Hsome  sitting  as  prim  and  immovable,  as  if 
a  heavy  hammerman  of  Babylon  had  done  them 
into  stone ;  others  capped,  jacketed,  booted,  spiurred, 
and,  if  hot  whipped,  at  least  whip-armedj  put  you 
in  mind  of  jockeys  gaping  and  yawning  for  their 
beef  and  their  bowl  after  the  fatigues  of  a  chace 
or  the  follies  of  a  horse-race ;  and  others  again,  hav- 
ing that  sort  of  solemnity  which  beams  forth  in  the 
sages  of  your  vestry,  when  they  meet  to  settle  the 
important  point,  whether  his  Reverence  shall  first 
draw  the  tithes  of  turnips  or  of  potatoes. 

You  must  not,  however,  allow  yourself  to  be  de- 
ceived by  unpromising  appearances  at  the  begin- 
ning. It  belongs  to  all  nature,  and  to  all  art,  that 
that  which  is  elevated  shall  sink  down,  and  that 
which  is  lowly  shall  arise.  The  dibris  of  the  lofty 
mountains  elevates  and  fattens  the  valleys  between 
them ;  the  abrasion  of  the  boldest  shores — and  they 
are  ever  the  first  to  be  abraded,  furnishes  mate- 
rials for  the  manufacture  of  new  land  in  the  most 
lowly  bed  of  the  ocean ;  the  high  spirit  and  proud 
purse  of  the  heedless  lord  succumb  and  sink,  in  or- 
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der  to  raise  up  the  wily  Jew;  the  men  of  high  birth 
and  of  high  principle  had  wont  at  least  to  roll  away 
from  the  Court,  in  order  to  make  room  and  glory 
for  the  smooth  flatterer  and  the  sticking  para^te ; 
the  man  of  genius  lies  down  in  the  dust,  in  order 
that  the  dunce  may  stand  erect  upon  his  grave ;  and 

''  As  beards^  the  nearer  tJiat  they  tend 
To  the  earth,  still  grow  more  reverend ; 
And  cannons  shoot  the  higher  pitches. 
The. lower  we  let  down  their  breeches ;" — 

so  this  unpromising  appearance  of  matters  in  the 
House  is  the  most  certain  evidence  that  something 
of  no  common  sound  and  fury  is  in  the  wind.  If  you 
had  been  to  witness  a  mere  common-place  wrangle, 
you  would  long  ere  now  have  had  the  small  tilting 
of  the  little  men ;  and  the  voices  of  Wynn,  and 
Wood,  and  Rice,  and  Ellice,  and  Palmer,  and  Mar- 
tin, et  hoc  genus  omne,  would  have  been  stunning 
and  terrifying  the  legitimate  sense  and  the  legiti- 
mate sound  of  the  English  tongue,  into  the  holes  i>f 
the  wall,  and  the  chinks  of  the  wainscot :  in  a  mo- 
ment of  preparation  like  this,  however,  ^'  fear  holds 
them  mute,'',  with  the  exception  of  the  intermin- 
able and  incomprehensible  Joseph  Hume,  who, 
"  alone  untaught  to  fear,''  is  continually  **  about 
it,  goddess,  and  about  it,"  reducing  his  vulgar  frac- 
tions to  a  common  denominator. 

It  comes;  and  as  the  tempest  gives  the  first  sig- 
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nal  0f  its  approach,  by  the  binding  and  whbtling 
of  reeds,  and  the  twittering  of  leaves  upon  the  as- 
pen-tree,  the  first  idea  that  you  catdi  of  the  com* 
ing  majesty  of  the  House,  is  in  muttered  growls 
and  curses  from  the  labouring  m&a.  in  the  rear  c^ 
the  Gallery,  and  the  cowering  am}  crouching  ot  the 
chickens  of  party  upon  either  side,  in  ord^  that 
they  may  find  stay  and  shelter  beneath  the  wings  of 
their  leaders:  Sir  James  Mackintosh  enters  the 
House,  and  moves  towards  the  middle  of  the  Oppo- 
mtion  bench,  where  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  had 
be^i  doing  the  incubation  of  warming  goose  upon 
t|ieseat,  while  the  Knight  had  been  helping  a  g^ed 
iQ^k^ber  of  the  Upper  House  to  destroy  the  memory 
0f  ^e  speech-securing  battles.  Sir  James  moves 
^oi^,'  hemming  as  he  moves,  as  though  the  pas- 
sage fpr  his  words  were  as  difiicult  to  be  made,  as 
General  Wade  found  the  'military  road  in  his  na- 
tive mountiuns  of  Stftttherick ;  and  he  comes  armed 
with  documents,  as  though  during  that  night  he 
wete  to  give  to  the  wishing  and  waiting  public 
that  history  of  England,  which  seems,  as  it  is  anti- 
cipated to  be  all  rich  and  lovely  as  a  rainbow,  to 
flit  as  that  meteor  flits  before  the  anxious  boy  who 
pursues  it  with  avidity,  but  pursues  it  in  vain. 

Having  disposed  such  of  his  cargo  as  are  to  vic- 
tual himself  thrci^  the  speech,  by  the  side  of  the 
squnding*box,  |iul  distributed  the  otherls  among 
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the  crews  who  weie  to  follow  him,  he  rbes  with 
tdiat  slow  majesty  which  indicAtes  that  the  weq;fat 
of  times  and  of  states  is  placed  on  his  sbouIder&-«- 
He  beams  a  look  of  inspiration  upon  those  in  whom 
he  puts  ccmfidence,  frowns  defiance  against  Copl^ 
and  WethereU,  aims  a  nod  of  half^soaxing,  half- 
threatenii^,  at  Cannii^  glances  toward  the  Grallerjr, 
to  see  that  all  is  ready  for  pieserving  even  the 
smallest  fragment  of  that  intellectual  feast  which 
he  is  about  to  prepare,  and  then  he  begins*  His 
first  seidences  are,  so  low  and  so  croaking,  and  his 
bearing  and  expression  have  so  little  of  eley^ce  or 
of  fire  about  them,  that  you  wonder  at  the  length 
of  ears  that  is  ^retched  out  to  catch  the  sound ; 
but,  as  he  proceeds,  his  sentences  stretch  out  in 
breadth,  and  swell  up  in  sound,  till  notwithstand- 
ing  the  oratoriofikcare  with  which  th^  are  modeU 
led,  you  £snoy  that  your  whole  apparatus  of  hearing 
is  to  be  battered  to  pieces,  in  Order  that  the  oration 
may  at  once,  and  without  opposition,  charge  its 
way  to  the  inmost  recesses  of  your  understanding. 
Your  ears  diiver  as  though  the  whole  House  were 
filled  with*  tinmen  and  braziers,  all  vigorously  at 
work ;  and  your  teeth  are  set  on  edge,  as  though 
opposing  men  and  opposing  sentiments  were  not  to 
be  beaten  by  argument,  but  mown  down  by  count- 
less  scytiies,  which  were  at  that  moment  undei^p- 
ii^  the  process  of  sharpemng. 
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The  learned  gentleman  shows  such  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  English  law,  and  so  ardent  a 
love  for  the  broad  and  general  principles  of  Hberty, 
that  you  wonder  why  he  has  not  completed  his  His* 
tory  of  England,  or  been  more  active  in  the  real  fur- 
therance  of  that  about  which  he  can  declaim  in  so 
measured  language,  and  so  unmeasuraUe  voice.  If 
you  have  power  remaining  to  think  at  all,  you  can- 
not help  thinking  that  there  is,  in  all  this,  a  pur- 
pose, or  a  want  of  purpose,  which  is  not  confessed. 
Nor  are  you  long  in  finding  that  all  this  illustra- 
tion from  history,  and  all  this  warmth  from  prin- 
ciple, are  auxiliary  to  a  more  congenial  object,  of. 
the  orator.  All  is  a  mere  beating  of  the  bushes,  > 
till  the  scent  of  a  quotation  is  found;  and  when 
that  is  the  case,  off  he  scampers  full  speed,  bound- 
ing over  every  hedge  of  the  question,  coursing  all 
the*  field  of  declamation,  and  never  stopping,  till  a 
score  of  lines  from  Cicero  de  Rq^ublicd  be  fairly 
worried,  and  the  brush  displayed  in  his  cap.  .  Dur-. 
ing  the  chase.  Canning  takes  up  a  newspaper,  and 
Huskisson's  finger  slides  over  the  items  of  an  es- 
timate ;  while  the  junior  members  on  both  ades 
stare  with  astonishment,  and  some  of  the  country 
gentlemen  fall  asleep.  Chase  is  however  taken 
after  chase,  figure  after  figure  cleared,  and  quota- 
tion after  quotation  run  down ;  and  at  each  brush' 
that  is  displayed  to  the  wonderers,  a  roU  of  cheer-' 
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hig  ensues.  These  rolls  of  cheering  form  one  of 
the  three  estates  of  applause,  by  which  English- 
men, when  heated,  show  their  approbation.  In 
theatres,  which  are  supposed  not  to  take  any  par- 
ticular hold  on  the  understanding,  or  indeed  in 
any  way  to  affect  the  head)  the  hands,  and  more 
especially  the  feet,  are  the  organs  of  approbation  ; 
and  the  gaping  auditor  kicks  off  his  delight  by 
battering  the  boards  with  his  heels.  At  taverns, 
where  the  sources  of  gratification  are  held  as  being 
partly  rational  and  partly  animal,  demonstration 
is  made  by  bawling  till  the  air  vibrate,  and  thump- 
ing the  table  till  the  glasses  reel  again.  In  the 
House  of  Commons,  the  exhibition  of  which  may 
be  accounted  the  feast  of  reason — the  plum-pud- 
ding, par  excellence,  o{  English  enjoyment,  the 
thing  is  done  by  reiterating  the  word  *'  Hear  !^  till 
all  power  of  hearing  be  utterly  at  an  end,  and  the 
organs  of  hearing  be  all  but  destroyed.  It  be^s 
with  distinct  and  pattering  '*  Hear!  hear!''  but 
those  syllables  roll,  and  rumble,  and  jostle  each 
other,  till  it  resembles  the  emptying  of  small  stones 
out  of  a  cart,  or  the  chafe  of  pebbles  on  a  beach, 
rolling  after  a  returning  billow,  more  nearly  than 
it  does  the  sound  of  any  thing  human.  At  last  it 
fades  away.  You  find  a  few  lagging  "  Hears  P 
diribbled  out,  like  the  lag^ng  shots  of  fiightened 
volunteers,  after  the  roll  of  afeu-^e-joie  on  k  birth- 
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day,  or  the  last  drawled  minim  of  some  ancieiit 
dame  in  a  Methodist  chapel,  whose  inchnation  to 
sleep  has  spun  her  psalmody  to  more  than  usual 
length  :  and  looking  about  you,  you  discover  that 
the  last  and  laziest  ones  come  from  two  recumbent 
representatives  in  the  side  gallery  to  your  right, 
who  went  there  to  dose  till  they  should  have  occa- 
sion to  cheer  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House ; 
but  who,  awakened  by  the  din,  and  fearful  that 
they  might  have  overslept  themselves,  throw  in  a 
few  random  notes  to  swell  the  fugue,  and  then 
finding  their  mistake,  and  blushing  thereat,  again 
address  themselves  to  sleep,  and  leave  the  "  Hears  !^ 
to  those  who  are  more  intent  upon  hearing. 

At  the  first  of  these  demonstrations  of  Parlia- 
mentary approbation,  you  are  very  apt  to  be  sazed 
with  utter  amazement, — to  look,  if  you  have 
the  power  of  looking,  for  the  grim  ghost  of  Crom- 
well, with  its  accompaniment  of  jacks  and  halberds, 
come  again  to  clutch  at  the  mace,  and  disperse  ^'  the 
Wisdom''  to  seek  the  Lord  elsewhere, — or  to  ^k,  if 
you  have  coUectedness  left  for  asking,  whether 
there  has  been  any  new  Guy  Fawkes.  a  rat-catch- 
ing with  his  lantern  in  the  cellarage  under  the 
House.  But  as  it  passes  on  without  any  flight  on 
the  part  of  the  members,  you  are  reconciled  to  it 
by  degrees,— nor,  if  you  be  not  all  the  more  stiqpid, 
is  it  long  before  you  learn  to  know,  from  the  sig^ 
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nal-look  of  the  speaker,  and  his  signal-thump  upon 
the  box,  when,  and  to  what  extent,  this  hammering 
of  others  is  to  clench  the  nails  of  his  argumenta- 
tion. If,  indeed,  your  first  experience  of  this  un- 
seemly practice,  (for  though  it  be  a  Parliamentary 
practice,  and  for  that  reason  liberal,  constitutional, 
and  wise — qualities  which  are,  or  at  least  ought  to 
be,  predicable  of  every  thing  Parliamentary,  it  is 
nevertheless  unseemly,)  shall  happen  to  be  at  the 
end  of  a  briUiant  speech,  and  when  *'  other  cattle,'' 
as  Richard  Martin,  Esq.  hath  it  in  his  speech  or 
Bill,  I  forget  which,  are  to  keep  the  House  going, 
till  the  whistles  have  been  again  wetted  in  Bellamy's 
coffee-house,  th^n  you  have  some  apprehension  that 
Guy  Fawkes  is  in  the  rat-hole,  hammering  his 
flint  in  good  earnest ;  for  there  is  such  a  tumbhng 
out,  both  of  the  House  and  Gallery,  and  the  Speaker 
appears  so  fidgetty  in  his  chair,  that  you  find  your- 
self escaping  by  mere  instinct,  before  you  are 
aware,  and  do'  not  return  until  you  have  been 
assured  by  the  door-keepers  that  not  a  rat  is  in 
jeopardy. 

In  this  manner.  Sir  James  and  the  House  work 
their  way  through  sundry  hours  of  eloquence  by 
**  Shrewsbury  clock  ; "  and,  in  as  far  as  eloquence 
is  concerned^  leaving  out  sweetness  of  tone,  and  it 
may  be  firmness  of  purpose,  the  display  is  not  a 
bad  one.  Sir  James  is  indeed  a  master-builder ; 
s2 
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and  though  the  pyramids  which  he  erects  be  not 
all  of  the  same  size,  or  arranged  in  the  lines  that 
you  would  most  approve  of,  they  are  individually 
formed  according  to  the  legitimate  rules  of  the 
profession,  and  the  ^Ided  quotation  which  glitters 
upon  the  top  of  each,  is  so  placed,  as  not  only  to  be 
seen  from  every  direction,  but  to  be  predicted  from 
the  very  founding  of  that  upon  which  it  rests. 

That  Sir  James  Mackintosh  is  a  person  of  great 
natural  powers,  no  man  who  knows  any  thing 
about  him  will  deny ;  but  it  is  equally  true,  that 
he  has  directed  those  powers  more  to  the  study  of 
what  is  showy  in  theory,  than  of  what  is  sound 
In  philosophy  or  useful  in  practice.  His  mental 
tactics,  though  somewhat  too  artificial^  are  also 
good;  but  his  voice  and  appearance  are  very 
much  against  him.  His  words,  instead  of  flowing 
in  that  mellifluous  strain,  or  swelling  into  those  clear 
volumes  of  sound,  which  are  essential  to  the  pro- 
per effect  of  impassioned  declamation  such  as  that 
in  which  he  deals,  come  grating  from  him,  as  if 
they  were  bruized  out  by  millstones.  His  la|i- 
guage,  though  always  flowery,  and  often  fine,  is  by 
much  too  rhetorical;  and  his  manner  is  too  artificial, 
and  his  expression  too  hard  to  be  understood,  for 
admitting  of  that  sympathy  with  him,  which  ano- 
ther orator,  delivering  less  elevated  sentiments,  in 
less  classical  language,  would  be  able  to  command. 
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It  might  be  mere  fancy :  but  I  never  could  bring 
myself  to  feel  that  those  glowing  and  glorioud  sen* 
tences  which  I  have  heard  Sir  James  utter,  and 
which  produced  upon  the  House,  both  in  intensity 
and  duration,  the  influence  of  electric  shocks,  were 
in  keeping  with  the  look  that  accompanied  them ; 
for  even  when  they  were  beaming  and  burning  in 
the  hottest  and  the  happiest  of  their  coruscations, 
the  eye  of  the  orator  was  cold.  Still  the  sentiments 
themselves  are  good ;  and  if  they  should  not  (and 
perhaps  in  that  I  am  mistaken)  warm  the  orator 
himself,  they  are  the  cause  of  warmth  in  others, — 
which  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  legitimate — I  beg 
its  pardon — constitutional  uses  of  Parliamentary 
eloquence. 

When  eloquence  and  applause  have  won  for  the 
Knight  that  which  he  seems  pre-eminently  to 
desire,  the  motion  is  made,  haply  for  some  al- 
teration of  the  criminal  law, — ^put  by  the  Speaker, — 
and,  in  order  that  no  minor  mass  may  disturb  the 
collision  of  bullets  from  two  great  legal  blunder- 
busses, it  is  seconded  in  a  nod  from  John  Cam 
Hobhouse ;  and  forthwith  Sir  John  Copley,  his 
Majesty's  Attorney-general,  well  skilled  and  well 
habited  to  understand  both  sides  of  the  question 
and  of  the  House,  rises  in  cool  self-possession,  to 
obliterate  with  calm  and  clear  logic  the  dints  which 
the  forky  lightning  of  Sir  James  has  made  upon 
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that  order  of  things  which  Sir  John  Copley  has 
seen  meet  to  espouse  and  to  advocate. 

Sir  John  Copley  does  not  set  your  nerves  on 
fire  and  stretch  your  imagination  on  the  rack,  like 
him  of  whose  points  he  rises  to  dim  the  gloss ;  but 
Sir  John  Copley,  nevertheless,  grapples  your  un- 
derstanding and  lays  hold  of  y6ur  conviction  in 
a  much  more  powerful  manner  than  the  other. 
He  is  a  man  not  inferior  in  natural  powers ;  and. 
though  his  acquirements  have  not  the  glow  and 
the  sparkle  of  those  of  Sir  James  Mackintosh, 
they  have  fully  more  of  niatter  in  them.  Like  Sir 
James,  he  derives  Uttle  advantage  from  his  voice, 
which  is  as  cold  as  ice,  and  as  inflexible  as  a  brick- 
bat: it  is  whoUy  without  inflexion;  it  rises  not 
with  a  high  subject,  it  sinks  not  down  with  a  low 
one ;  it  becomes  not  slow  when  he  is  solemn,  and  it 
hurries  not  along  when  he  should  be  impassioned ; 
it  cannot  even  point  the  master-words  of  a  sen- 
tence, or  the  master-sentences  of  a  paragraph,  with 
any  emphasis  of  which  an  ordinary  ear  can  take 
hold ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  if  this  soUd  and  success- 
ful personage  had  nothing  else  upon  which  to  de- 
pend, he  would  rank  among  the  most  ineflicient 
even  of  the  long-winded  men  of  briefs,  who  take 
their  turn  in  twining  out  a  lullaby  to  the  rocking- 
cradle  of  legislation.  But  Sir  John  Copley,  as 
you  will  instantly  perceive,  looks  a  person  who  not 
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only  has  stuff  in  him,  but  who  knows  to  turn  that 
stuff  to  proper  account :  his  language,  though 
plain,  is  remarkable  both  for  its. neatness  and  for 
the  nicety  with  which  it  is  adapted  to  the  object  in 
view ;  his  manner^  though  void  of  every  thing  hke 
flourish,  has  a  great  deal  of  force  in  it ;  and  his 
look  and  expression  are  very  acute  and  shrewd. 
Nor  is  the  strain  of  his  speaking  at  all  at  variance 
with  these :  he  displays  great  judgment  both  in 
the  selection  and  the  apphcation  of  his  arguments ; 
and  one  seldom  meets  with  a  clearer  logician,  or  a 
closer  reasoner, — at  least  in  any  two  propositions, 
or  two  steps  in  the  establishment  of  one  proposition^ 
that  are  immediately  consecutive :  for  if  you  attend 
closely  to  him,  the  chance  is  that  you  will  assent  to 
every  part  of  the  speech  as  you  go  along ;  but  if, 
when  it  is  over,  you  compare  the  two  ends  ci  it 
together,  you  will  be  at  a  loss  to  comprehend 
what  delicacy  of  doubling  in  a  course  so  apparently 
straight-forward  and  clear,  should  have  enabled  him 
from  such  premises  to  arrive  at  such  a  conclusion. 
You  know,  or  at  least  you  suspect,  that  there  must 
be  some  lurking  sophistry — some  nicely-concealed 
paralogism,  in  that  chain  of  reasoning  which  to 
you  seems  to  flow  in  so  uniform  and  orderly  a  man- 
ner ;  but  before  you  can  discover  the  sophistry^  and 
expose  the  paralogism,  you  would  require  to  be  as 
much  a  master  of  the  art  of  little  deflectionis  quietly 
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made)  as  the  very  able,  and  apparently  very 
straight  forward  Attorney-general.  You  never 
find  that  the  sum  of  those  deflections  is  such  as 
very  much  to  offend  you ;  but  when  he  concludes, 
you  are  provoked  at  your  own  inabiUty  to  find 
them  out  by  the  way.  The  impression  left  on  your 
mind  is  one  of  high  respect  for  the  talents  of  the 
man,  and  not  a  very  inordinate  desire,  even  al- 
though you  may  differ  from  him,  to  quarrel  with 
the  politician.  You  feel  convinced,  that  if  you  had 
a  cs^  which  required  just  a  very  little  twist  in  the 
working  to  make  it  answer  the  end  you  have  in 
view,  there  is  no  person  to  whom  you  would  sooner 
intrust  it  than  Sir  John  Copley. 

The  "  gong-peal  and  cymbal-clank**"  of  the  open- 
ing oration  had  rent  the  air  like  a  sail  in  a  storm, 
or  a  banner  in  a  battle,  and  awakened  and  frighten- 
ed the  rats  to  the  foundations  and  unseen  fastnesses 
of  the  Cha.pel ;  and  the  speech  of  the  first  objector 
to  the  motion  has  flowed  in  so  uniform  a  strain, 
albeit  nothing  like  "  the  dulcet  sounds  of  flutes  and 
soft  recorders,"  that  it  has  rendered  the  atmosphere 
of  the  House  calm  again,  and  brought  the  murine 
tenants,  not  only  to  a  sense  of  safety  in  their 
pl^es,  but  it  may  be  to  something  like  a  con- 
sciousness of  fraternity,  or  at  least  of  friendship  ; 
and  when  those  opposing  powers  have  tried  the 
balance  and  flung  it  by,  various  candidates  offep 
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themselves  for  the  honour  of  the  sequence^  Of 
these^  the  figure  ^f  Denman  first,  as  they  say 
in  the  House,  "  catches  the  eye  of  the  Speaker  ;** 
or,  as  you  would  say  out  of  it,  "  the  eye  of  the 
Speaker  catches  the  figure  <rf  Denman;'*  and  the 
Wynnes,  the  WethereUs,  the  Lambs,  and  the 
Lockharts,  drop  down  upon  their  respective 
benches,  like  hiunming-birds  upon  the  discharge 
of  a  blunderbuss  loaded  with  sand* 

Mr.  Denman  rises  with  as  much  cold  gravity,  as 
if  old  Father  Thames  reared  his  head  above  the 
massy  waters,  rich  with  all  the  votive  ofierings  of 
his  thousand  worshippers,  and  gives  you  the  depth 
of  a  bassoon  solo.  His  expression  is  absolutely 
sepulchral,  and  his  voice  sounds  as  if  it  came  hol- 
low from  the  tombs  at  midnights  blackest  hour. 
His  natural  powers  do  not  strike  you  as  being  of 
the  very  first  order,  and  his  acquirements  are  of 
the  breadth  rather  than  the  depth  of  tilings.  You 
instinctively  admit,  that  nothing  can  be  in  finer 
congruity  than  his  appointment  to  an  ofiice  under 
the  Babylonian  Corporation :  for  he  has  all  the  solid 
and  substantial  qualities  of  every  thing  which  be- 
longs to  that  Corporation ;  and,  would  he  take  his 
illustrations  directly  &om  the  state  barge  and 
coach,  the  installation  dinners,  the  Guildhall  sta- 
tues, or  even  Gog  and  Magog  themselves,  the  keep- 
ing woidd  be  perfect.     The  progress  of  his  logic 
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is  sure,  but  it  is  peristaltic^  and  propagated  from 
one  end  of  the  subject  to  the  other,  like  the  twist- 
ings  of  a  well-fed  eel,  when  it  works  its  way  upon 
a  tour  of  pleasure,  from  side  to  side  of  a  citizen's 
pond.  The  grave  manner,  the  rhetorical  language, 
and  the  ponderous  and  verbose  style  in  which  Mr. 
Denman  delivers  himself,  taken  in  combination 
with  the  stately  gloom  of  his  visage,  make  you 
beUeve  that  something  of  wondrous  weight  is  to 
come  at  the  close  ;  but  you  wait  and  wait,  and  at 
last  find  that,  though  the  arguments  which  he  uses 
be  very  fair  in  themselves,  and  not  badly  joined 
together,  yet  that  they  are  so  obese  with  mere 
words,  that  you  cannot  easily  discover  either  a 
bone  or  articulation.  You  must  not,  however,  be 
displeased  at  this;  for  among  orators,  as  among 
oysters,  the  largest  sheU  seldom  contains  the  most 
racy  kernel. 

The  oratory  of  Mr.  Denman  is  a  signal  to 
the  Irish  and  the  country  gentlemen,  that  now 
is  the  time  for  them  to  get  into  party  and  vic- 
tual for  the  storm  that  yet  awaits  them.  So 
they  bundle  off  for  Bellamy's  coffee-house,  and 
there,  by  beefsteaks  and  bumpers  of  the  best,  and 
jokes  of  the  other  kind,  they  become  more  ex- 
pressly the  representatives  of  their  constituents, 
than  if,  like  Mr.  Peter  Moore,  and  Mr.  Fyssche 
Palmer,  they  hung,,  like  two  cold  and  pale  moons^ 
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upon  the  stilly  but  meanwhile  starless  concavity 
of  the  House.  It  is  more  than  probable,  that  you 
may  feel  a  disposition  to  follow  the  multitude ;  and, 
I  can  assure  you,  you  may  do  worse.  Bellamy,  I 
believe,  gets  his  license  through  the  Speaker ;  and, 
if  the  Speaker  also  choose  the  wines,  the  choice 
does  him  no  discredit  whatever.  But  good  wine 
can  be  had  any  where ;  and,  as  there  is  not  much 
charm  in  the  coffee-house  eloquence  of  M.P.s, 
you  find  your  way  back  to  enjoy  a  new  chapter  of 
the  House. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

THE    HOUSE    OF   COMMONS   7. 


A  field-day,  like  a  wasp  or  fiddle, 
Is  always  slender  at  the  middle ; 
And  if  adjourned,  it  closes  stringless 
Like  fiddle's  half,  or  half-wasp  stingless. 

Rhymes  of  the  Repobterb. 


The  deep-mouthed  call  of  the  Common  Seijeant 
to  the  Corporation  of  Babylon  the  Great  is  an- 
swered by  the  "  learned  Lord,''  from  "  the  Modem 
Athens^ — ^his  Majesty's  advocate  for  his  Majesty's 
interest,  prince  of  all  the  Dogberries,  grand  inqui- 
sitor into  all  crimes,  and  CrowA  reporter  in  all  offi- 
cial story-telling,  for  the  provinces,  and  those  ^o 
dwell  therein,  poleward  of  the  Tweed,  and  mem- 
ber of  Parliament  for  the  ghosts  of  five  departed 
Burghs  in  the  kingdom  of  Fife,  *'  to  boot  and 
boot.''  Those  boroughs  have  always  been  well 
and  truly  represented ;  but  never^  except  in  the 
case  of  the  present  learned  Lord  ex  officio,  and 
wise  Baronet  ex  gratia,  have  they  been  more  so 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BABYLON   THS  6BEAT.  269 

than  in  the  case  of  Umquhill  Sir  John  Anstruther 
of  that  ilk  Baronet,  who^  after  a  war  of  semi-Tro- 
jan duration,  came  down  upon  them  with  banners 
flying,  and  bearing  the  inscription — **  Perissim  nisi 
perissim'* — which  being  interpreted,  signified,  "You 
have  attempted  to  dish  me,  and  therefore  I  shall 
dish  you."  That  important  personage  was  remark- 
able for  the  exercise  of  three  patriotic  and  perso- 
nal virtues, — ^pohtics,  coal-pits,  and  sleep.  The  po- 
litics, as  being  altogether  beyond  his  depth,  he 
intrusted  imphcitly  to  the  Administration  for  the 
then  time  being ;  the  coal-pits,  being  deep  matters 
also,  he  intrusted  to  a  very  profound  personage  of 
the  name  of  Gawin  Hogg ;  and  the  sleep«  as  being 
the  most  gentle  of  the  three,  he  contrived  to  ma^ 
nage  in  his  own  person.  This  had  been  his  prac- 
tice for  many  years  previous  to  his  representing  the 
five  ghosts  in  St.  Stephen^s,  and  as  before  that  great 
event  he  had  come  as  near  to  that  great  epoch 
of  discretion,  as  it  is  given  such  personages  to 
c(Maie»  he  very  prudently  adhered  to  it  afterwards. 
A  field-day  of  those  times  had  come  round ;  Sir 
John  had  seen  the  muster-rolls,  and  listened  to 
the  opening  cannonade :  after  this,  he  had  poured 
out  his  drink-offering  at  Bellamy^s  during  the  dis- 
charge of  the  small  arms ;  and  as  his  rest  there  was 
disturbed  by  sundry  little  men*  who  were  fiUmg 
themselves  to  the  speaking  point,  he  went  into  the 
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Bide  GraUery,  and  was  soon  made  happy  through 
the  composmg  lullaby  of  the  third-bench  men  of 
the  day.  So  generous  had  been  the  drink-ofiFering, 
and  so  balmy  and  profound  was  the  sleep,  that  the 
thunders  of  the  last  charge  could  no  more  awaken 
tile  Baronet,  than  the  thunders  of  the  battle-field 
can  awaken  the  slain ;  and  so  when  the  House 
came  to  "  put  out  their  ayes,''  of  which  Sir  John 
was  known  to  be  one,  although  closed  in  sleep  in 
the  mean  time^  he  still  lay  motionless  as  the  bench 
itself,  amusing  liis  dreams  with  the  vocal  perform- 
ance of  his  own  olfactory  apparatus.  When  the 
last  waking  "  aye"  of  the  House  was  in  the  act  of 
being  put  out,  a  messenger  was  dispatched  t«  rouse 
the  Baronet  to  the  performance  of  his  voting. — 
Aftet  a  few  hearty  shakings,  he  arose,  looked  be- 
wildered, and  asked  what  was  the  matter.  "  Your 
vote.  Sir  John !  your  vote  !"  said  the  messenger. 
**  My  vote !  what  needs  ye  fash  me  about  a  vote, 
when  ye  hafe  Gawin  Hogg?  Canna  ye  sjrier  at 
Grawin,  and  be  hanged  to  you,  and  let  me  tak  my 
rest !" 

I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  decide  whether  the 
-ghosts  of  the  five  Burghs  aforesaid,  be  better  or 
worse  represented  in  the  Sir  William,  whom  I 
heard  as  responder  to  the  Common  Seijeant,  than 
they  were  in  the  Sir  John  of  whom  the  above  anec- 
dote is  almost  the  sole  Parliamentary  remain ;  but 
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I  must  say,  that  if  your  mind  be  constructed  in  any 
way  like  mine,  the  learned  Lord  will  pour  such  a 
flood  of  doubtings  upon  you,  or  rather  be  th'e  cause 
of  your  pouring  such  a  flood  of  doubtings  upon 
yourself,  as  will  induce  you  to  lose  sight  of  the 
five  Burghs  altogether,  and  imagine  that  that 
which,' "  in  such  a  questionable  shape"  as  Ham- 
let says,  stands  and  speaks  before  you,  is  neither 
more  nor  less  than  the  representative  of  the  ghost 
of  David  Hume.  You  doubt,  first  of  all,  whether 
an  officer  having  such  civil,  political,  and  criminal 
powars,  as  this  same  Lord  Advocate  is  vested  with 
in  Scotland,  ought  to  be  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons  at  all.  Again  you  doubt  whether,  ad- 
mitting the  perfect  congruity  of  the  two  offices, — 
nan^ely,  that  he  who,  when  in  Scotland,  represents 
the  Eong,  can  and  will,  when  in  England,  represent 
the  people,— whether  this  same  learned  Baronet  be 
equal  to  the  discharge  of  the  two  offices  jointly,  or 
even  the  one  of  them  singly.  Yet,  again,  you  doubt 
whether  there  be  not,  on  the  part  of  the  English 
officers  and  lawyers  of  the  Crown,  a  feeling  toward 
the  Scottish  Lord,  which  all  the  penetration  that 
you  can  muster  is  not  able  to  translate  or  twist 
into  a  maximum  of  admiration.  Moreover,  you 
doubt  whether  the  learned  Lcnrd  will  be  able  to 
grope  to  the  bottom  of  the  Com^cm  Serjea^f s 
dark  arguments.    Furthermore,  you  doubt  whe^ 
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tker  it  would  not  be  just  as  well  for  him  to  follow 
the  example  of  Sir  John.  And  finally,  you  doubt 
whether,  before  the  conclusion  of  his  holding  forth, 
the  ever  wakeful  eyes  of  the  Speaker  himself  shall 
not  be  sealed  in  soft  slumber. 

Having  such  a  broad  base  of  doubting  on  which 
to  rest,  you  cannot  be  certain  that  you  are  right  in 
any  one  trait  of  the  public  character  of  this  learned 
personage.  It  will  strike  you  that  his  powers  are 
feeble,  and  that,  however  much  he  may  be  skilled 
in  the  law  and  practice  of  Scotch  official  politics, 
he^  neither  can  understand,  nor  has  studied,  those 
large  and  liberal  principles,  which  make  England 
the  most  deUghtful  of  lands  and  Englishmen  the 
most  commanding  of  orators.  His  Lordship,  in- 
deed, bears  himself  as  if  he  knew  them  all ;  but  his 
appearance  is  dull  and  clumsy,  his  style  disjoint- 
ed, his  language  feeble,  and  his  voice,  though  it 
sounds  of  the  horn,  and  occasionally  of  the  crooked 
horn,  has  assuredly  no  relationship  to  the  "  mellow 
hom,^  which  Collins  has  immortalized  in  song ;  and 
therefore  no  "  bubbling  runnel  ^  of  applause,  even 
from  the  Treasury  benches,  except  half  a  "  Hear  !^ 
from  Sir  Greorge  Clerk,  or  three  quarters  from 
Lord  Binning,  cheers  the  lonely  speaker  on  his 
tedious  way, — ^a  way  which,  at  its  termitiation, 
glides  into  the  misty  oblivion  of  a  nonseqmtur^  in  a 
ptyle  which,  if  you  understand,  you  are  not  only 
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wiser  than  I  am,  but  wiser  than  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate of  Scotland. 

As  the  progress  of  his  Lordship^s  speech  has 
succeeded  in  clearing  the  House  of  three-fourths  of 
its  members,  you  find  that  the  close  of  it  has  near^ 
ly  deprived  all  who  remain  of  power  of  speech,— 
the  only  person  who  rises  to  reply  being  Lord  Ar- 
chibald  Hamilton,  and  the  probable  cause  of  his 
^6ing  is,  that  being  deaf,  or  at  least  very  dull  of 
hearing,  the  tranquillizing  power  of  the  speech  haft 
had  the  less  effect  upon  him.  Lord  Archibald  is  a 
very  plain  man :  his  bearing  is  honest  and  mild, 
but  his  voice  is  perfectly  tuneless;  and,  as  he 
is  unable  to  hear  distinctly  what  is  said  on  the  op- 
posite side,  he  is  very  apt  to  answer  that  which  no. 
man  has  asserted,  and  to  assert  that  which  no,  man 
will  take  the  trouble  of  answering.  When  he 
replies  to  the  Lord  Advocate,  you  do  not  regret 
those  qualities,  because  it  matters  little  what  the 
reply  shall  be;  but  when  you  find  the  state  of  the 
Scottish  Representation  to  be. such,  as  that  ques* 
dons  connected  with  the  most  vital  interests  of  that 
end  of,  the  Island  have  to  be  confided  to  the  almost 
■unassisted  powers  of  Lord  Archibald,  shame  comes 
^ver  you  on  account  of  the  representation,  and  pity 
on  account  of  the  people, 

.  The  Jastpiur  of  speaker's  whom,  you  have  heard 
have  .succeeded  in  separating  the  debate  from,  the 

VOL,  I.  T 
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question)  and  in  taking  (^  that  interest  whidi 
you  were  disposed  to  feel  at  the  beginning ;  and 
thus  you  are  enabled  to  enter  into  a  formal  es- 
timate of  the  general  talents  of  those  who  present 
themselves  ix)  the  Speaker^s  notice,  rather  than  a 
detached  judgment  upon  their  ability  and  con- 
duct in  respeci  of  the  question  more  immediate^ 
ly  before  the  House.  For  a  little  they  had  {6L 
lowed  in  some  sort  of  train,  balancing  each  oih&r 
as  if  by  a  conventional  agreement;  but  now  thare 
is  neither  principle  nor  order  in  the  sequence, 
and  thus  you  feel  disposed  to  contemplate  tiiem 
much  in  the  same  way  that  you  would  a  gallery 
of  portraits  which  had  been  arranged  and  hung 
up  acceding  to  the  mere  capice  of  the  artist. 

Mr.  W3nin  is  one  who^  out  of  this  mass,  f<»pce6 
himself  upon  you — ^not  so  much  by  the  peculiarity 
of  what  he  says,  as  by  the  odd  way  in  which  he 
puts  himself  forward  to  say  it.  Mr.  Wynn  rises 
from  the  bench,  advances  his  right  foot  half  a  pace, 
throws  back  his  head  till  the  fadal  hne  makes  ex- 
actly hdf  a  right  angle  with  the  cdling,  and  looks 
round  the  House  as  though  he  would  not  exchange 
his  opinion  of  himself-— no^  ^^  not  for  Cadwallader 
and  all  his  g^ts,^  and  squeaks  away  in  a  voice  as 
high  in  the  gamut  as  he  is  in  hb  own  self-ap- 
probation. Mr.  Wywi  is  neither  a  logician  nor  an 
orator,— he  cannot  argue,  and  he  cannot  declaim  i 
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his  words,  too,  are  feeble;  they  are  put  together  in 
the  most  confused  way  imaginable ;  and  the  whole 
mass  of  qualities,  ghostly  and  bodily,  which  he 
puts  in  motion,  grate  painfully  upon  the  ear. 
Mr.  Wynrij  however,  has  his  sphere;  and  it  is 
not  without  a  feeUng  that  he  deserves  it,  that  he 
has  taken  up  that  comfortable  opinion  of  himself 
which  consoles  him  for  the  want  of  that  admiration 
which  he  does  not  command  in  the  House.  Mr* 
Wynn  is  an  adept  in  the  only  sdence— if  science 
it  may  be  called,  which  is  truly  and  exclusively 
Parliamentary, — ^he  knows  what  is  order  and  what 
is  not — when  a  Member  may,  with  impunity,  state 
that  which  is  doubtful  both  in  substance  and  in 
form,  and  when  the  visitation  of  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  is  in  danger  of  alighting  upon  one  who  states 
that,  the  abstract  truth  of  which  nobody  can  feel  a 
^ery  great  dispontion  to  gainsay.  In  this  way  he 
is  at  times  exceedingly  useful ;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  he,  and  a  few  others  who  follow,  but 
are  not  equal  to  him  in  this  mystery  of  manners, 
have  prevented  many  a  two-handed  debate,  the 
violence  of  whkh  could  not  be  quelled  by  the  loud- 
est canon  in  the  Hoi^se,  from  finding  its  quietus 
with  tremblings  and  triggers,  upon  those  more 
doubtful  fields,  where  fools  demonstrate  the  worth- 
lessness  of  their  brains  by  staking -the  chance  of 
their  being  blown  out  against  an  idle  word. 
t2 
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There  are  no  two  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  with  whom  you  are  apt  to  be  more  dis- 
appointed than  Mr.  Hobhouse,  the  member  for 
Westminster,  and  Sir  Robert  Wilson,  the  member 
for  Southwark.  So  much  noise  has  been  made 
about  those  two  persons;  and  the  one  has  gotten 
himself  so  much  renown  as  a  peripatetic  scholar, 
and  the  other  as  a  peripatetic  soldier ;  that  you 
are  apt  to  come  prepared  to  behold  Mr.  Hobhouse 
conquering  St.  Stephen's  by  the  immediate  inspi- 
rations of  Mercury,  and  Sir  Robert  subduing  it 
by  the  aid  of  Mars:  but  those  two  champons  of 
popular  election,  instead  of  conquering  the  House 
of  Commons,  are  hardly  able  to  conquer  a  third- 
rate  question,  or  even  io  triumph  over  their  own 
tempers.  If  one  were  to  give  the  character  of  Mr. 
Hobhouse  in  a  few  words,  one  would  describe  him 
as  a  caviller, — a  caviller,  too,  not  upon  broad 
grounds  or  comprehensive  views  of  a  subject,  but 
upon  little  matters  in  comers.  His  manner  is  very 
much  against  him :  it  is  pert  and  forward ;  and  he 
roars  out  his  little  exception  to  some  little  point,  as 
if  he  were  settling  the  affairs  of  all  the  world.  His 
voice  is  loud  even  to  roaring,  but  it  is  harsh  and 
'  unmusical;  while  his  language,  though  strong  and 
inflated,  is  so  coarse^aid  so  near  to  the  language 
of  the  hustings,  that  it  alone  would  be  a  great  bar 
in  the  way  of  his  ever  having  much  influence,  either 
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in  the  House  of  Commons  or  out  of  it, — unless, 
indeed,  when  a  troubled  state  of  the  waters  of 
society  happen  to  cast  up  to  the  surface  things 
which  had  better  remain  at  the  bottom.  While 
listening  to  him,  it  is  impossible  for  you  to  keep 
out  of  your  mind  the  thought  of  a  ^t  which  the 
goddess  of  the  Dunciad  bestowed  upon  one  of  her 
former  legitimate  sons, — 

'^  To  cavil,  judge,  and  censure,  right  or  wrong, — 
Full  and  eternal  privilege  of  tongue/' 

But  notwithstanding  all  this  sound  and  fury  of  the 
younger  glory  of  Westminster;  notwithstanding 
the  bold  front  with  which  he  puts  himself  forward ; 
notwithstanding  the  zeal  with  which,  upon  his  elec- 
tion, he  was  puffed  and  pamphleted  all  over  the 
country ;  notwithstanding  the  variety  and  the  rea- 
diness of  his  scholarship;  notwithstanding  a  cer- 
tain restless  activity  of  disposition  and  a  certain 
microscopic  eye  in  politics,  which  enable  him  to 
find  and  to  fix  upon  flaws  and  frailties  which 
greater  men  are  but  too  apt  to  overlook  ;  and  not- 
withstanding what  ought,  perhaps,  to  give  him 
greater  weight  than  all  those, — his  being,  by  report 
at  leasts  the  political  pupil  and  protege  of  Sir 
Francis  Burdett— the  foremost  of  England''s  poli- 
ticians in  eloquence,  in  hardihood,  in  inflexibility, 
and  in  free-bom  strength, — all  his  sound^  all  his 
fury,  all  his^  pertness,  all  his  captiousness — ay. 
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and  all  his  better  qualities,  (of  which,  if  he  would 
put  them  forward  as  prominently  as  he  does  the 
less  agreeable  ones,  he  is  by  no  means  deficient,) 
count  for  very  Uttle :  and  perhaps  there  is  not  a 
man  within  the  walls  of  St.  Stephens,  who  throws 
so  many  things  really  smart,  and  meant  to  be 
pointed,  into  the  lumber-house  of  its  neglect. 
During  the  time  that  he  has  been  a  member  in 
that  House,  .if  all  the  unparried  attacks,  all  the 
disregarded  sarcasms,  all  the  unexposed  assertions, 
and  all  the  unadmired  furies  of  speech,  were  to  be 
collected  and  restored  to  their  rightful  owners, 
there  is  no  member  that  would  come  in  for  alarger 
share  than  John  Cam  Hobhouse.  But  John  Cam 
Hobhouse  is  a  good  scholar  certainly ;  he  is  abun- 
dantly liberal  in  his  politics,  he  represents  one  of 
the  largest  bodies  (I  say  bodies)  of  electors  any 
where  to  be  met  with  in  the  country,  and  he  by 
no  means  hides  either  his  light,  or  the  candlestick 
from  which  that  light  glimmers  forth,  under  the 
bushel  either  of  natural  or  affected  modesty  ;  and 
yet,  notwithstanding  all  those  advantages,  he  is, 
and  must  remain,  a  member  of  inferior  weight  and 
value. 

Sir  Robert  Wilson  does  not  possess  the  same  ad- 
vantages as  to  scholastic  cidtivation,  that  are  pos- 
sessed by  the  member  for  Westminster ;  and  his 
natural  powers  are,  to  say  the  best  of  them,  not  of 
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a  high  order.  Sir  Robert  also  wants  that  quality 
of  the  other  orator,  wWh  Butler  says  ^ves  a  man 
great  pretence  to  all  things.  His  expression  is 
peevish  and  querulous ;  and  though  bis  manner  be 
abundantly  violent,  there  is  something  in  it  which 
{Movents  its  ever  being  effective.  His  voice,  though 
shrill  enough,  is  hard  imd  wiry,  and  there  is  a 
vague  and  sketchy  texture  running  through  the 
whole  of  what  he  says.  When  you  look  at  Sir 
Robert  Wilson,  you  can  never  doubt  for  a  moment 
that  he  is  perfectly  sincere  in  every  thing  that  he 
utters  :  a  glance  will  convince  you  that  he  is  an 
enthusiast,  but  that  he  belongs  to  that  class  of  en» 
thusiasts  who  are  unable  to  exercise  much  judg- 
ment in  adopting  the  subject  of  their  enthusiasm, 
or  to  display  much  hardihood  in  abiding  by  it. 
Sir  Robert  Wils(m  is  one  of  those  creations  of 
troublesome  times,  which,  had  the  nations  remained 
tranquil,  would  have  been  a  very  good,  but  a  very 
common-place  member  of  common  society. 

Through  a  succession  of  such  orators,  and  such 
eloquence  as  those  and  that,  the  House  and  the 
hearers  ebb  away,  wave  after  wave,  and  drop  after 
drop,  till  little  xemmns  under  the  still  moon-beam 
of  the  Speaker,  save  such  buccintR  as  Mr.  Peter 
Moore  and  the  Hon.  Henry  Grey  Bennet,  and 
that  eternal  barnacle  of  the  benches,  Joseph  Huipe. 
It  is  the  nature  of  all  tides,  however,  that  those 
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irhich  ebb  farthest,  and  expose  the  most  dry  and 
irtiallaw  banks,  return  with  the  greatest  rapidity, 
roar  in  the  most  angry  foam,   and  rise  to   the 
greatest  height.     The  first:  signal  of  the  return — 
and  it  is  but  a  signal,  is  the  rising  of  the  learned 
Dr.  Lushington,  who  comes  upon  the  House  with 
the  special  pleading  of  a  consistorial  case,  and  looks 
so  solemn,  and  so  proof  against  all  change  of  tone 
and  of  temperature,  that,  instead  of  a  very  able 
pleader  before  the  Court  of  Arches,  you  would  al- 
most fancy  that  he  is  the  abutment  of  a  physical 
fU'ch.     The  Doctor's  manner   is  lead  itself — dull 
enough  in  all  coni^ience,  but  so  cold  withal,  that 
under  its  influence  you  cannot  sleep.     His  voice  is 
harsh,   his  language  dry  and  technical,  and  his 
style  so  exceedingly  tedious  that  even  the  dullest 
hearer  is  unable  to  lose  pace  with  it :   still  there 
is  a  redeeming  sincerity  about  the  ^Doctor ;  and  if 
he  could  give  up  about  ninety-seven  words  out. of 
every  hundred,  what  he  says,  especially  upon  pro- 
fessional subjects,  would  have  a  considerable  effect, 
and  would  deserve  to  have  it.     Persons  of  small 
effective  power  should  be  very  careful  how  they 
encumber  tliat  power  by  extraneous  matters:  an 
ounce  of  lead,  if  sent  forth  of  a  musket  naked,  will 
cleave  a  deal  board  at  the  distance  of  two  hundred 
yards ;  tut  place  it  in  the  centre  o(  a  tctti  of  goose^ 
feathers,  and  an  equal  force  would  not  make  it 
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hteak  a  cobweb  at  the  distance  of  twenty  feet.  It 
is  somewhat  after  this  fashion,  that  the  laborious 
words  of  Dr.  Lushington,  and  speakers  of  his 
profession  and  calibre,  come  between  the  under- 
standings of  them  that  hear  and  the  sense  of  that 
which  is  spoken — 

"  Like  feather  bed  between  a  wall^ 
And  heavy  brunt  of  cannon  ball." 

While  the  Doctor's  oration  leaves  you  for  a  good 
while  in  doubt,  whether  the  House  is  to  ebb  away 
to  final  dryness  or  to  return  in  a  returning  swell, 
th&t  .doubt'  begins  by  degrees  to  be  cleared  up  : 
members,  one  by  one,  re-occupy  their  places ;  the 
recorders  shake  ofi^  their  sleep,  and  sharpen  their 
pens  and  pencils ;  the  slumberersin  the  side  Galle- 
ries turn  themselves  over ;  and  when  those  indica- 
tions have  increased  for  a  little,  the  tenth  wave  of 
wisdom  rolls  inward  about  the  tenth  hour,  and 
brougham.  Canning,  and  the  other  buoyant  and 
sparkling  substances^  are  borne  in  on  the  top  of 
the  tide. 

When  the  learned  gentleman  has  wearied  him- 
self to  a  close,  another  gentleman,  not  less  learned, 
but  the  very  reverse  of  this  one  in  all  the  substaiice 
and  all  the  attributes  of  public  speaking,  flings 
himself  upon  the  rising  flow,  of  the  House.  Mr. 
Plunkett  is  a  man  of  very  considerable  talents,  and 
he  has  not  neglected  their  cultivation.     H4s  a^pect^ 
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too,  after  the  solidity  that  has  just  passed,  is  like 
a  flash  of  Heaven^s  fire  from  forth  of  a  dark  cloud. 
He  is  not  an  elegant  man,  neither  does  he  strike 
you  as  being  a  profound  one.  When  he  speaks, 
you  do  not  feel  your  heart  warming  as  at  a  Burdett, 
your  belief  in  human  nature  kindling  as  at  a  Can- 
ning, your  love  of  human  integrity  strengthening 
as  at  a  Robinson,  or  your  dread  of  human  power 
shaking  you  as  at  a  Brougham, — ^you  have  none  of 
those  feelings;  imd  you  do  not  lean  forwsurd  to 
drink  instruction  as  you  would  do  from  Huskisson, 
or  sit  rivetted  and  still  as  to  Wilberforce — to  a  song 
of  delight  by  one  ^^  who  hath  a  pleasant  vmce,  or 
playeth  cunningly  upon  an  instrument  ;^  but  still 
you  are  forced  to  listen,  compelled  |o  wonder,  and, 
when  the  arrowy  speed  of  the  orator  will  let  you, 
you  are  constrained  to  admire.  As  old  Katerfelto 
said,  ^^  it  is  not  de  Ughtning,  it  is  not  de  dunder," 
but  it  is  a  pelting  of  as  hard  and  as  hurried  hail- 
stones as  ever  were  made  to  rattle  upon  the  outside 
<h:  the  inside  of  a  house.  For  an  Irishman,  Mr. 
Plunkett  has  wonderful  command  of  himself;  and 
though  you  could  not  for  one  moment  mistake 
which  is  the  land  that  honours  and  is  honoured  by 
him,  3rou  do  not  in  him  meet  with  any  of  those 
Crom  a  boos  which  touse  men  to  monil  or  to  men- 
tal rapine,  or  any  of  those  Ululoos  over  the  da- 
mage that  has  been  done,  which  are  sung,  and 
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sung  with  somewhat  of  truth,  as  being  characteris- 
tic of  the  genuine  speakers  of  that  land  of  impas- 
sioned hearts  and  more  impasdoned  elocution.—- 
Flunkett  has  a  great  deal  of  judgment ;  and  though 
his  speech  be  rather  too  curt  and  snappish  for  a 
musical  ear,  he  speaks  orderly  and  well :  and  if  it 
were  not  that  the  intense  hardness  of  the  small  in^ 
dividual  masses  prevents  their  aggregation  into 
one  whole,  Mr.  Plunkett  would,  if  not  the  great- 
est, be  the  keenest  master  of  invective  in  the  House. 
He  is  a  very  acute  logician,  but  he  is  not  always 
an  accurate  one;  yet  he  hurries  on  from  one  propo- 
sition to  another,  with  such  impetuosity  and  such 
bounds,  that  he  succeeds  in  clearing  those  fissures 
and  gullies  in  which  an  orator  of  less  buoyancy 
would  be  sure  to  drop — probably  to  rise  no  more. 

When  Flunkett  has  trundled  his  gemmy  drops 
for  the  requisite  period  of  time,  both  the  Hous^ 
and  the  Gullery  let  you  know  what  is  coming  next; 
There  sits  upon  the  first  bench  on  the  Speaker^s 
left,  a  figure  which  seems  as  though  it  had  hung 
over  the  lamp  of  study,  till  not  all  the  bloom  of 
life  merely,  but  even  the  energy  of  life  itself,  had 
been  op  the  very  verge  of  extinction ;  and  yet,  upcm 
this  apparently  helpless  figure  the  whole  eyes  of 
the  House  are  turned,  and  its  first  mechanical  and 
automaton-like  effort  at  rising  calls  forth  a  mut- 
tered curse  from  the  quill-men  in  your  rear,  white 
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every  cranny  of  the  Grallery  becomes  wedged  like 
the  arch-stones  of  a  vault,  and  pressed  by  an  im- 
mense load  at  each  superincumbent  portal.  The 
House  beneath  seems  to  partake  of  the  kindling 
interests  for  that  which,  to  a  stranger  like  you,  pro- 
mises any  thing  but  gratification ;  for  during  the 
time  that  the  figure  is  slowly  uncoiling  itself  to 
something  like  a  verticle  curve,  or  rather  like  a 
verticle  zigzag  of  stifly-jointed  lines,  half-a^ozen 
of  heedless  zealots  upon  both  sides,  who  had  at- 
tempted to  interpose  their  sounding  sconces,  drop 
down  as  if  the  Speaker  had  an  air-gun  concealed 
under  his  robe. 

After  this  bustle  of  preparation,  and  amid  the 
breathless  silence  which  followsit,  Henry  Brougham 
takes  a  slow  and  hesitaiting  pace  towards  the  table, 
where  he  stands  crouched  together — ^his  shoulders 
pulled  up,  his  head  bent  forward,  and  his  upper 
lip  and  nostril  agitated  by  a  tremulous  motion,  as 
though  he  were  afraid  to  utter  even  a  single  sen- 
tence. His  air  and  manner  are  very  much  those  of 
a  field-preacher — not  such  as  draw  the  idle  hoUday 
crowds  of  modern  times,  but  them  of  old,  by  whom 
the  purity  of  religion  was  preserved  and  propa- 
gated in  the  wilderness,  when  it  had  been  banished 
fiom  the  city,  and  even  from  the  church :  the  tones 
of  his  voice  are  full  and  melodious ;  but  they  come 
forth  slow,  hesitating,  and,  as  it  strikes  you,  with 
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piun— SO  that  you  are  left  in  3oubt  whether  the  in- 
tellectual power  of  the  man  be  unable  to  master  the 
subject,  or  his  physical  strength  to  give  it  ut- 
terance. His  first  sentences,  or  rather  the  first 
members  of  his  sentence,  for  you  soon  find  that 
with  him  a  sentence  is  more  extended,  both  in  fonii 
and  in  substance,  than  the  whole  oration  of  many 
other  men,  come  forth  cold  and  irresolute,  and 
withal  so  wide  of  the  question,  that  you  are  un- 
able to  perceive  how  they  shall  be  bent  so  as  to 
bear  upon  it.  Each  of  them  is,  indeed,  profound, 
clear,  and  satisfactory  in  itself,  evidently  deduced 
by  the  most  chosen  art  from  the  choicest  materials; 
and,  come  they  from  what  title  of  the  wide  Encyclo- 
paedia they  will,  the  very  essence  of  them  is  given, 
and  most  satisfactorily  given,  in  those  words.  There 
seems  to  be  some  one  direction  in  which  they  are 
all  bent,  and  bent  by  a  mighty  power ;  but  that 
power  is  as  yet  viewless  as  the  wind^  and,  like  the 
spirit,  you  cannot  tell  whence  it  cometh  or  whither 
it  goeth. 

When,  however,  a  siifiicient  number  of  those 
propositions  have  been  enunciated,  and  the  enun- 
ciation is  always  such  as  to  carry  the  demonstration 
with  it, — when  every  auxiliary  that  the  range  of 
human  knowledge  can  furnish  for  the  firm  esta- 
blishment of  the  ultimate  concluaon  has  bee^ 
pressed  into  the  service, — ^when  every  objection  to 
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its  forc^  has  been  e£Pectually  turned  aside  by  a 
single  touchy— when  the  whole  array  of  political 
and  moral  truth  has  been  put  in  order;  it  moves  on 
toward  the  conclusion,  firm  as  the  Macedonian 
pha^x,  and  irresistible  as  a  bayonet-charge  of 
the  mountaineers  of  the  North. 

One  poation  being  thus  carried  with  the  appear- 
ance of  weakness  and  want  of  resolution,  but  with 
a  reality  of  power  and  of  determination,  which 
make  themselves  to  be  felt  in  the  certainty  with 
which  it  commands  your  assent,  the  orator  rises 
upon  it  both  in  body  and  in  mind,  and  wins  a 
second  by  a  more  bold  and  brief  attack.  To  a 
second  succeeds  a  third ;  to  a  third  a  fourth ;  and 
so  <m,  till  the  whole  principles  and  the  whole  phi- 
losoj^y  of  the  questicHi  have  acknowledged  their 
conqueror — ^tiU  every  man  within  the  House,  who 
has  ears  to  hear  and  a  heart  to  understand,  be  as 
irresistibly  convinced  of  the  abstract  truth  as  he  is 
of  his  own  existence ;  so  that  if  Brougham  were  to 
pause  even  here,  he  would  be  entitled  to  take  his 
station  as  the  foremost  master  of  reason  within 
the  Chapel  of  St.  Stephen's.  The  resources  of  the 
man  are  really  astonidiing ;  and  one  would  almost 
imagine  that  he  had  realised  the  ancient  Scythian 
fable,  by  killing  the  foremost  man  in  every  de- 
partment of  knowledge,  and  possessing  himself  of 
all  their  intellectual  inheritances.     It  matters  not 
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what  the  subject  is,  however  subHme  or  howevet 
eomnKni-plaoe,  however  abstruse  or  however  prac- 
tical, Brougham  knows  it — and  knows  it  completely. 
Others  may  rival,  and  one  or  two  may  excel  him,  in 
the  external  beauties  of  ancient  learning ;  but  thare 
is  no  man  more  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  glorious 
and  Rowing  philosc^hy,  whidi  constitutes  the  most 
precious  gem  in  all  those  caskets  which  have  been 
bequeathed  to  us  by  them  of  the  ages  long  gone  by. 
Brougham  does  not  imitate  the  ch^te  and  con*ect, 
though  somewhat  courtier-like,  language  of  Tidly  ; 
neith^  do  his  orations  (though  they  be  somewhat 
mcnre  after  that  fashion)  take  the  express  form  c^ 
those  of  the  Grecian  orator ;  but  he  wants  not  for 
the  closeness  of  Cicero^s  logic,  nor  for  the  terrible 
invective  of  the  Greek.  In  addition  to  this,  he 
turns  the  science  of  the  day  to  more  account  than 
any  other  speaker  in  or  out  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  and,  taking  away  their  political  bearing  and 
their  pditical  value  altogether,  there  are  speedies 
of  Btcrugham^s  which  are  admirable  as  lectures  upon 
philosophy,  upon  literature,  and  upon  the  arts. 

It  is,  however,  utterly  imposi^Me  for  you  to 
analyze  his  character  whUe  you  are  hearing  him 
speak, — that  alone,  though  one  of  the  most  gratify- 
'  ing,  is  one  of  the  severest  taski^  that  you  can  pos- 
sibly undertake  When,  as  already  mentioned, 
he  has  laid  the  foundation  in  the  utmost  extent  of 
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philosophy,  and  the  profoundest  depth  of  reason,-— 
i¥hen  he  has  returned  to  it  again,  applying^  the 
line  and  the  plummet,  to  see  the  erection  is  order- 
ly, and  feeling  with  the  touch  of  a  giant  to  as- 
certain that  it  is  secure, — when  he  has  bound  the 
understandings  of  the  House  and  the  spectators  in 
cords  of  argument  which  they  are  equally  undis- 
posed and  unable  to  break,-r-he  vaults  upon  the 
subdued  bases,  rises  in  figure  and  in  tone,  calls 
forth  the  passions  from  their  inmost  recesses,  over- 
tops and  sht^kes  the  gaping  Members  and  the 
echoing  House.  That  voice,  which  was  at  first  so 
low  and  so  unpretending,  now  assumes  the  deafen- 
ing roar  and  the  determined  swell  of  the  ocean ; 
that  form  which,  at  the  beginning,  seemed  to  be 
sinking  under  its  own  weight,  now  looks  as  if  it 
were  nerved  with  steel,  strung  with  brass,  and  im- 
mortal and  unchangeable  as  the  truths  which  in  his 
calmer  mood  he  uttered ;  that  countenance  which 
aforetime  bore  the  hue  and  the  cpldness  of  stone, 
is  now  animated  at  every  point  and  beaming 
in  every  feature,  as  though  the  mighty  utterance 
were  all  inadequate  to  the  mightier  spirit  within ; 
and  those  eyes,  which,  when  he  began,  turned  their 
blue  and  tranquil  discs  on  you,  as  if  supplicating 
your  forbearance  and  your  pardon,  now  shbot  forth 
their  meteor  fires,  till  every  one  upon  whom  they 
beam  be  kindled  into  admiration,  aiid  men  of  all 
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parties  wish  in  their  hearts  that  Brougham  were 
*^  one  of  us.*^  So  concludes  the  second — the  impas- 
sioned or  declamatory  part  of  the  speech. 

When  he  has  gained  what  you  imagine  to  be 
the  acm^  of  powerful  speaking,  when,  giving  not 
emphasis  to  his  words  Tjy  the  sounding-box,  as  the 
manner  of  some  is,  but  emphasis  to  that  box  by 
his  words, — and  when  he  appears  to  be  looking 
round,  as  if  to  see  and  to  sneer  at  the  adoration 
which  he  has  commanded,  his  figure  sinks  down 
and  re-coils  itself,  and  his  voice  falls  to  the  most 
extraordinary  whisper  that  ever  was  uttered  by 
man.  This  singular  cadence,  or  rather  dropping 
down,  of  expression,  of  action,  and  of  voice,  which 
Brougham  possesses  in  greater  perfection  than  any 
speaker  that  I  ever  heard,  has  a  wonderful  effect ; 
and  those  low,  solemn,  and  muttered  words,  which 
are  yet  perfectly  audible,  even  to  the  whisper  of  a 
syllable,  have  a  power  in  them  that  you  cannot 
renst,  even  although  you  may  be  hearing  them  for 
the  first  time,  and  be  for  that  reason  ignorant  of 
the  object  and  the  result.  It  is  not  by  any  means 
that  either  the  speaker  or  the  speech  is  exhausted. 
Those  simple  looks,  and  those  subdued  tones,'  are 
intended  to  usher  in  any  thing  but  a  peroration  of 
flattery  to  his  opponents,  as  though  the  orator 
were  conscious  that  he  had  gone  too  far.  Be  as- 
sured that  that  crouching  together  of  the  body  is 
VOL.  I.  u 
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no  symptom  of  weakness,  and  that  falling  of  the 
voice  is  no  prelude  either  to  fear  or  to  humility  : 
it  is  the  bending  of  the  wrestler,  in  order  that  he 
may  twine  his  antagonist  more  irresistibly  in  his 
grasp,— the  crouching  back  of  the  tiger,  in  order 
that  he  may  pounce  with  more  terrible  certainty 
on  his  prey, — ^it  is  the  signal  that  Brougham  is  put- 
ting on  his  whole  armour,  and  about  to  grasp  the 
mightiest  of  his  weapons.  In  his  argument  he  has 
been  clear  and  convincing ;  in  his  aj^eal  to  the 
passions,  though  somewhat  haughty  and  hard,  he 
has  been  successful ;  but  he  is  now  about  to'  set 
his  last  and  superhuman  shaft  upon  the  string — he 
is  to  become  dreadful  in  his  invective. ,  Woe  be  to 
the  man  upon  whom  that  eye — erewhile  so  calm  and 
so  blue — glares  from  the  mysterious  concealment 
of  those  puckered  brows  !  Woe  be  to  the  wight 
to  whom  those  half-whispered  words  are  a  presage 
of  what  is  on  the  wing  ! 

You  are  a  stranger,  and  of  course  you  know 
not  what  is  to  happen :  you  merely  see  a  man^ 
who  has  convinced  you  by  his  arguments  and 
warmed  you  by  his  appeal,  bring  the  whole,  as  you 
suppose,  to  a  most  ^^  lame  and  impotent  conclu- 
sion," in  those  singularly-audible  whispers.  If, , 
however,  you  were  famiUar  with  the  House,  and 
happened  to  be  so  seated  as  that  you  could  com- 
mand a  view  of  all  its  members,  you  would  be  at 
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no  loss  to  perceive  that  they  did  not  all  feel  that 
that  ccmdusion  would  be  as  lame  and  impotent 
as  it  appeared  to  you.  You  would  find  more 
than  one,  whom  party  or  presumption  had  cast 
upon  that  sea  of  troubles  without  the  needful  bal- 
last or  the  necessary  rudder,  looking  aboujt  them 
with  the  same  fearful  and  helpless  apprehension, 
as  a  navigator  in  the  Chinese  sea,  when  he  eyes 
the  lurid  calm  in  one  point  of  the  horizon,  which 
tells  him  that,  ere  the  minute-glass  <^an  be  turned, 
the  typhoon  shall  come  in  its  gale  of  destruction 
from  another, — ^you  would  perceive  some  small 
man  grinning  and  twittering,  as  little  birds  do 
when  within  charming-distance  of  rattle-snakes — 
conscious  of  danger,  yet  deprived  of  even  the 
means  of  self-protection,  and  courting  destruction 
with  the  most  piteous  and  frantic  imbecility, — 
you  would  perceive  a  slender  antagonist  clutching 
the  back  of  the  bench  with  quivering  talons,  lest 
the  coming  tempest  should  sweep  him  away,— fOr 
you  would  see  the  portly  and  appropriate  figure  of 
the  representative  of  the  quorum  of  some  fat 
county,  delving  both  his  fists  into  the  cushion, 
fully  resolved,  that  if  a  man  of  his  weight  should 
be  blown  out  of  the  House,  he  would  yet  secure 
his  seat  by  carrying  it  along  with  him. 

It  comes; — the  words,  which  were  so  low  and 
muttered,  become  so  loud,  that  the  speaker  abso- 
u  2 
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lutely  drowns  the  cheering  of  his  own  party ; 
and  after  he  has  peeled  some  helpless  offender  to 
the  bone,  and  tossed  about  his  mangled  remains 
through  all  the  modes  and  forms  of  speech,  the 
body  of  the  orator,  being  subdued  and  beaten 
down  by  the  energy  of  his  own  mind — an  energy 
which  you  can  neither  help  feeling,  nor  succeed  in 
describing— sinks  down,  giving  the  House  leisure 
and  breath  to  cheer,  and  leaving  you  utterly  con* 
founded. 

At  the  termination  of  such  a  display  as  this, 
you  would  be  apt  to  imagine  that  the  business  of 
the  House  would  find  at  once  its  climax  and  its 
close, — that  no  man  could  be  found  who  would  be 
able  to  shake  the  reasonings,  remove  the  impres- 
sion, and  heal  the  wounds  that  have  been  inflicted 
in  the  course  of  this  display.  But  in  this,  as  in 
many  other  of  your  anticipations  respecting  this 
unique  and  wonderful  assembly,  you  are  mistaken; 
for  there  is  in  the  House  power  suflScient  to  gloss 
over  or  turn  in  a  direction  somewhat  different,  if 
not  to  answer,  those  arguments ;  others  can  stir  the 
passions,  though  not  so  deeply,  at  least  more  delight- 
fully ;  and  others  can  cut,  if  not  with  so  heavy  a 
weapon,  at  least  with  one  as  keen  and  much  more 
polished.  Greorge  Canning — ^you  would  call  hin^ 
the  Right  Hon.  Greorge  Canning,  did  he  not  make 
you  feel  that  he  is  in  himself  something  more 
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noble,  more  honourable,  and  more  deserving  to  be 
honoured,  than  any  thing  which  can  descend  by 
inheritance,  be  granted  by  patent,  or  conferred  by 
office — has  been  listening  all  the  while,  not  oiily  as 
one  who  perfectly  understood  the  speech,  but  as 
one  who  felt  consdous  of  his  own  ability  to  reply 
'  to  it.    There  is  not  a  man  living,  whose  appearance 
is  calculated  to  put  you  in  better  humour  with  of- 
ficial men,  with  Parliamentary  orators,  with  Eng- 
lishmen, with  mankind  in  general,  or  even  (saving 
perchance  a  tinge  of  envy)  with  yourself,  than  this 
same  amiable,  elegant,  eloquent,  and  as  the  event 
has  proved,  liberal  and  truly  English  Secretary. 
No  man's  appearance  can  be  more  prepossessing 
than  that  of  Mr.  Canning.     You  do  not,  indeed*  at 
once  ^ve  him  your  heart,  as  you  do  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer—whose  bearing  is  modesty,  and 
whose  look  is  candour  itself;  neither  do  you  yield 
up  your  mind  to  him  as  you  do  to  the  calm,  pro- 
found, and   seardiing  philosophy  of  Huskisson  : 
but  taking  him  upon  the  whole,  as  he  looks  and 
as  he  acts,  whether  as  a  man  or  as  an  orator,  he  is 
more  agreeable,  more  dehghtful  than  they»    With- 
out having  a  single  trace  of  pedantry,  of  foppery, 
or  affectation  about  him,  Mr.  Canning  has  more 
of  the  real  art  of  the  orator  than  any  man  in  the 
House.     In  the  range  of  his  powers,  and  in  depth 
of  knowledge,  more  especially  on  philosophical  sub-^ 
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jects,  he  is  inferior  to  Brougham ;  but  in  all  those 
qualities  which  are  calculated  to  dazzle  and  to  win 
an  enUghtened  audience,  he  is  decidedly  superior. 
Canning^s  head  is  about  the  finest  that  you  can 
meet  with.     It  does  not,  to  be  sure,  indicate  that 
depth  or  that  power  which  are  indicated  by  some 
others ;  but  there  is  so  much  symmetry  and  grace, 
so  perfect  a  balancing  of  all  its  faculties,  and  so 
total  an  absence  of  every  thing  harsh,  or  mean,  or 
vulgar,  that  if  he  were  not  a  very  able  man,  the 
anticipation  is  so  great  that  his  speeches  would 
appear  to  be  fables.  But  his  manner,  and,  generally 
speaking,  his  matter,  are  every  way  worthy  of  the 
Stanary  (so  to  speak)  of  his  eloquence.     His  voice 
is  not  so  tremendously  loud  when  elevated,  neither 
can  it  sink  into  the  curious  under-tone  which  seems 
peculiar  to  Brougham ;  but  it  is  deep  dnd  musical^ 
and  accords  with  his  open  and  manly  expression ; 
and  though  his  action  be  somewhat  more  theatrical 
than  it  would  be  safe  for  inferior  men  to  under- 
take,   yet  no  man  knows  better  how  to  suit  the 
action  to  the  word.    The  language,  which  Mr.  Can- 
ning employs  is  exceedingly  showy;  and  his  style, 
though  never  tiresome,  is  very  elaborate.  One  can- 
not pronounce  that  he  is  the  most  acute  and  dose 
of  logicians;  but  he  is  generally  so  dear,  and  always 
so  specious,  that  one  follows  him  with  pleasure.  But 
though  he  succeeds  well  in  the  establishment  of  his 
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•own  positions,  his  forte  obviously  lies  in  sacking 
and  demolishing  those  ot  his  antagonists.  He  does 
this  with  a  wit  and  a  sprightliness  which  are  truly 
HoratiaB ;  and  when  he  lets  loose  the  arrows  of  his 
wit  against  any  personage,  that  personage  must 
have  previously  got  far  into  ypur  esteem,  if  he  do 
not,  the  while,  appear  an  object  of  ridicule.  This 
poi^fiant,  and  apparently  playful  wit,  is  a  more 
fm)vokiQg,  and  occasionally  a  mcare  powerful 
weapon,  than  even  the  invective  of  Brougham. — 
Brougham,  too,  can  deal  in  irony ^  but  his  irony  al- 
ways goes  so  deep,  that  you  are  more  disposed  to 
dislike  or  to  pity  the  object,  than  to  laugh  at  him ; 
while  the  most  Intter  things  that  are  uttered  by 
the  Secretary,  are  uttered  with  such  perfect  good- 
nature, and  in  a  manner  altogether  so  gentleman- 
like;,  that  none  of  that  pity  which  ^^  melts  the  soul 
to  love"  can  ever  be  felt.  Even  Brougham  him- 
self,  protected  as  he  is  by  the  impenetrable  mail  of 
his  own  gravity,  and  dangerous  as  it  is  to  provoke 
him,  lest  he  should  fasten  his  iron  claws  upon  the 
aggressor  when  he  dreams  not  of  it.  Canning  oc- 
casionally so  completely  foils  or  confounds  by  the 
very  dexterous  use  of  this  lighter  weapon,  that  he 
finds  it  expedient  to  bottle  up  his  vengeance  and 
abide  his  time  :  no  doubt,  when  that  time  tonnes, 
it  is  a  time  of  bitter  retribution  for  the  Secretary  ; 
and  what  with  the  actual  violence  of  the  thrusts. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


296  BABYLON   THE  GEEAT, 

and  the  palpable,  and  it  may  be  praiseworthy,  sen- 
sibility of  the  Secretary,  there  have  been  times  when 
he  has  been  worked  into  a  height  of  passicna,  and  a 
forgetfubess  not  only  erf  official  but  of  Parliament- 
ary decorum,  which  would  have  exposed  an  infe- 
rior man  to  a  very  reasonable  share  of  condemna- 
tion. There  is  that,  however,  about  Mr.  Canning, 
which  redeems  all  those  little  lapses,  and  which,  in 
spite  of  that  jealousy  and  persecution  to  which  all 
truly  great  men,  not  firmly  rooted  in  party  or  con- 
nexion, are  exposed,  renders  every  additional  vi- 
gorous display  of  his  oratory  a  higher  step  in  the 
ladder  of  public  usefulness  and  public  approbation. 
Those  two  Members  of  the  Senate,  and  each  of 
them  must  be  admitted  to  be,  in  fact,  the  chief  and 
the  leader  of  his  party,  are  remarkable  instances 
of  the  triumph  of  their  talent  over  not  only  the 
common  attributes  of  illustrious  ancestry,  lofty  con;- 
nexion,  and  great  wealth,  but  over  a  larger  mass 
of  gratuitous  obloquy  and  party  abuse  than  was, 
perhaps,  ever  discharged  at  men  of  the  same  abili- 
ties, and,  were  it  any  part  of  my  vocation,  I  would 
say  at  once,  of  the  same  integrity  and  the  same 
consistency.  If  the  state  of  human  society  were 
immutable— if  the  same  legislation  and  the  same 
measure,  whether  of  freedom  or  of  restraint,  were 
applicable  to  that  society  in  all  its  stages,— an  im- 
deviating  adherence  to  the  very  same  set  of  prin- 
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ciples,  and  a  constant  recommendation  of  the  same 
imvarjong  practices,  woidd  be  the  best  of  political 
consistency:  but  there  is  a  gradual  change  among 
men ;  so  that  they  who  would  so  frame  their  politics 
as  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  society,  must 
adapt  them  to  that  change.  It  is  not  meant  hence 
to  be  argued,  that  a  politician  should  shift  with 
every  wind  of  the  times,  and  adopt  by  turns  the 
thousand  opinions  which  various  parties  and  in- 
dividuals— from  folly,  from  wisdom,  from  interest, 
from  disinterestedness,  from  love  of  change,  fromde- 
sire  of  improvement — are  continually  propagating; 
because  to  do  this  would  be  to  deprive  himself  both 
of  the  power  and  the  means  of  correct  judgment 
and  proper  action :  but  still,  before  a  politician  can 
cleave  to  that  which  is  best,  he  must  look  abroad 
and  see  what  alterations  have  been  taking  place  in 
the  general  opinions  and  general  practices  c^  society. 
This,  however,  is  a  part  of  the  subject  (or,  in  as  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  a  part  not  of  the  subject)  which 
it  would  be  a  work  equally  ungrateful  and  unavail- 
ing to  discuss ;  for  it  would  not  be  easy  to  convince 
those  who  have  seen  meet  to  attack  either  of  the 
above  eminent  persons,  that  they  themselves  have 
been  in  the  wrong,  and  that  that  inconsistency,  of 
which  they  compliun  so  much,  has  been  but  a  cloud 
<tf  their  vinon,  arising  from  a  spot  of  cataract  upon 
th^  own  eyes.     When  a  man  has  said  or  written 
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any  thing  angrily,  it  makes  a  very  plain  and  pal- 
pable truth  very  hard  to  be  demonstrated  to  bis 
satisfaction,  and 

"  He  that 's  conviiMSed  against  his  wiU^ 
Is  of  his  own  opinion  stilL" 

Waiving  then  the  condemning,  as  well  as  the  plea 
of  justification,  of  those  by  whom  the  thing  has  been 
done,  it  deserves  to  be  stated  as  a  curious  fact,  that 
the  two  individuals  who  are  at  the  head  of  the  two 
great  parties  in  St.  Stephen's,  have  been  alike  the 
victims  of  jealousy  from  their  own  parties,  and  of 
attack,  not  to  say  misrepresentation,  from  the  op- 
posite ones. 

Brougham  and  Canning  have,  as  I  have  hinted, 
both  been  the  architects  of  their  own  fortunes ;  and, 
in  their  progress  toward  that  elevation  which  they 
now  hold,  they  have  often  been  compelled  to  make 
the  bricks  of  those  buildings  without  straw.  Each 
of  them  started  as  a  literary  man,  and  sought 
place — ^if,  indeed,  they  did  seek  place,  and  place 
did  not  seek  them, — ^not  by  fawning  upon  and  bend- 
ing to  those  in  power — not  by  offering  themselves 
in  the  humble  capacity  of  hewers  of  wood  or  draw- 
ers of  water  to  the  political  priests  and  Levites  of 
the  time,  but  by  declaring,  each  in  his  particular 
path,  that  intellect  was  his  idol, — an  idol  of  which 
no  consideration  would  make  him  forego  the  wor- 
ship. 
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Canning,  who  came  first  into  play,  came  at  a 
time  when  the  arrows  of  the  adverse  party,  shot 
keen  and  pointed,  were  sticking  all  over  the  flesh  of 
those  in  power ;  and  it  was  because  the  juvenile 
sallies  of  this  brilliant  personage  took  away  the 
smart  of  these,  and  turned  the  pubhc  attention  to 
them,  that  he  was  first  decidedly  brought  into 
notice.  At  that  time  it  is  plain  that  his  own  party, 
or  rather  the  party  which  he  assisted,  knew  nothing 
of  the  better  substratum  of  his  character  which 
those  glittering  qualities  concealed.  They  did  not 
know  that  the  man  who  was  flapping  the  buzzing 
flies  of  pretended  patriotism  all  over  the  world,  had 
the  flame  of  genuine  hberty  warmly  cherished  in 
his  own  breast, — they  did  not  know  that  he  who, 
in  those  days,  contented  himself  with  a  smart 
ejHgram  or  a  sparkling  song,  would  be  the  man  who 
should  be,  if  not  solely  yet  mainly,  instrumental  in 
bringing  England  out  of  that  gall  of  bitterness 
into  which  untoward  times  and  unfortunate  con- 
nexions had  plunged  her.  They  did  not  know 
these  things ;  and  to  those  who  looked  coolly  and 
closely  into  the  subject,  it  was  farther  evident  that 
they  r^arded  the  genius  which  they  courted,  as  an 
instrument  which  would  be  somewhat  dangerous  in 
the  use.  There  was,  and  it  continued  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  a  disposition  to  consider  Mr.  Can- 
ning as  lengaged  rather  than  associated — as   one 
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who  was  to  be  used,  rather  than  one  who  was  to  be 
trusted :  they  saw  and  felt  from  the  beginning,  that 
he  had  an  eye  which  would  not  be  closed,  and  they 
felt  upon  a  few  occasions,  and  feared  in  many  more, 
that  he  had  a  tongue  which  would  not  remain 
silait, — ^that,  in  short,  his  love  of  ofiSce,  even  sup- 
posing that  he  had  that  love,  was  not  a  love  of  the 
mere  connexion  or  reward  of  office,  but  a  love  of 
the  very  highest  honour  that  office  can  afford, — 
standing  in  the  foremost  place,  and  standing  there 
in  his  own  strength. 

But  while  those  feelings  of  inferiority,  those  little 
twitches  of  envy,  which,  though  they  embody  the 
thing  itself,  are  yet  all  too  meek  for  assuming  its 
name — ^those  apprehensions  lest  he  should  stick  a 
javelin  in  something  which  they  considered  very 
sacred,  carry  a  light  into  some  comer  which  they 
thought  and  which  they  wished  to  be  perfectly 
snug,  and  clap  the  cap  and  bells  upon  something 
which  they  had  felt  disposed  to  venerate  as  the 
owl  of  wisdom  itself,  —  while  these,  and  many 
others  which  I  need  not  mention,  were  behind  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  quietly  and  cautiously 
stretching  out  their  little  hands,  if  not  to  pull  him 
back,  at  least  to  keep  him  at  the  same  easy  jog^ng 
pace  with  themselves, — ^they  upon  the  other  side 
were  hurling  against  his  face  every  word  of  the 
vocabulary  which  was  more  harsh  in  sound  and 
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more  hateful  in  sense  -than  another.  As  these 
dealers  in  the  vocabulary  knew  less  of  the  real 
character  and  the  real  talents  of  Mr.  Canning  than 
the  others,  and  as  their  anger  was  up  and  the  glory 
rf  their  party  at  stake,  they  wei'e,  perhaps,  less  to 
be  blamed ;  but  still  the  whole  political  conduct  of 
the  man,  as  it  has  developed  itself  since  he  could 
act  unfettered,  might  read  to  those  who  deal  in 
political  vituperation  a  very  wholesome  lesson  of 
caution.  The  event  has  shown  that  the  view  which 
he  took,  if  not  so  specious  to  rant  and  declaim 
about,  has  been  taken  in  as  profound  a  knowledge 
of  the  state  of  society,  and  with,  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  as  advantageous  a  bearing  upon  the  happiness 
of  mankind.  Furthermore,  it  turns  out  that  the 
man  who,  if  we  had  believed  them,  was  ready  to 
sacrifice  every  thing  for  office,  atid  ready  to  do 
every  work,  provided  he  were  paid  for  it,  was  more 
determined  in  his  opinions  and  more  sensitive  in  his 
honour  than  any  of  themselves;  and  even  they 
need  not  be  told  that  the  man,  who  again  and 
again  goes  out  of  office  for  the  sake  of  his  principles, 
stands  far  higher  than  those  who,  even  for  the  sake 
of  their  principles,  never  could  get  in.  If  one  were 
to  concede  the  premises,  and  to  admit  that  there 
is  something  corrupting  in  the  very  nature  of  offi^, 
and  something  pure  and  patriotic  in  the  nature  of 
oppoi^tion,  then  it  follows,  that  a  saint  upon  the 
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Treasury-benches  is  thrice  as  immaculate  as  a 
saint  upon  the  other,  side  of  the  House.  If  a 
man  has  never  been  in  the  way  of  temptation, 
nobody  knows  whether  he  could  hold  fast  his 
integrity  or  not;  but  if  he  have  so  been,  and  so 
held  fast,  thai  the  case  is  proved  ^nd  the  judg- 
ment is  recorded. 

That  such  is  the  situation  of  Mr.  Canning,  no 
man  will  deny;  and  every  man  must  see,  that,  con- 
sidering the  jealousy  and  misrepresentation  through 
which  he  ha3  worked  his  way,  nothing  but  the 
most  undaunted  spirit,  and  the  most  implicit  con- 
fidence in  his  own  strength,  could  have  supported 
him.  That  he  is  either  the  most  profound  or  the 
most  laborious  man  of  his  time,  nobody  will  assert ; 
but  it  is  long  since  England  had,  for  any  length  of 
tim^^  a  Minister  better  calculated  for  winning  the 
iq>probation  of  the  people  at  home,  or  supporting 
the  character  of  the  nation  in  the  general  politics 
qf,  the  world.  That  he  came  iiito  office  at  the 
pi^e  that  he  did,  has  been  productive  of  no  incon- 
ai^^jable  adjVantages;  for,  considering  the  then 
^^peot  p{  affairs,  it  is  probable  that,  had  England 
b^i^  too  forward  to  declare  herself  on  the  side  of 
either,  it^e  one  or  the  other  of  the  then  scowling 
par^s,  the  energies  which  are  now  so  pleasantly 
and  $0  profitably   employed    in    taking  off   the 
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shackles  of  commerce,  might  have  been  demanded 
for  less  agreeable  avocations. 

The  part  which  Brougham  has  had  to  act,  has 
not  developed  the  same  powers  or  put  the  same 
principles  to  the  test,  as  have  been  shown  and 
tried  in  the  case  of  Canning;  but  he,  too,  has  risen 
to  the  first  place  upon  the  side  which  he  has  chosen 
in  the  House,  against  much  direct  abuse  on  the 
oneliand,  and  not  a  little  coldness  upon  the  other. 
His  opponents  have  asserted,  and  his  friends  have 
dreaded,  that  the  summit  of  his  fame  was  won,  and 
that  he  could  not  long  support  even  the  height  to 
which  he  had  arrived:  but  he  continues  to  rise; 
even  with  the  disadvantage  of  a  most  laborious 
profession,  and  a  profession  which,  in  general,  is 
not  supposed  to  be  over-favourable  to  the  more  ge- 
nerous principles  of  human  nature,  or  to  the  higher 
departments  of  eloquence. 

Indeed,  whether  you  look  at  the  one  or  at 
the  other,  you  arrive  at  this  very  agreeaUe  eon- 
cludion, — that  the  time  when  the  highest  officer — 
highest  in  point  of  difficulty — ^in  England,  would 
be  filled  by  those  who  depended  upon  connexion 
rather  than  ability,  has  gone  by,— or  at  least,  that 
if  the  nominal  office  may  be  still  so  held,  the  real 
and  efficient  service  devolves  upon  those  who  are 
the  best  qualified  for  doing  it. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

THE   HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  ^. 


'^  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn  ? — As  many  as  are  of  thai 

opinion,  say  ape;   those  of  a  eontrary  o|nmon,  say  no.— Say 

aye — Say  no,^^  tiiink  the  apee  hsve  it." 

The  Speaker. 


Even  after  the  vebeitience  and  force  that  pre- 
ceded ft,  you  are  compelled  to  listen  to  the  Secre- 
tary; and  the  more  so,  perhaps,  on  account  of  the 
great  contrast  which  he  forms  to  him,  the  edge  of 
whose  eloquence  he  has  to  turn.  Even  here  there 
is  a  frankness  and  a  candour,  which  either  you  did 
not  perceive,  or  which  did  not  exist  in  the  other.-* 
There  is  a  ready  admission,  or  even  an  adn^ration, 
6t  die  powers  of  his  antagonist.  He  who  feels  that 
his  own  talents  are  the  foimdation  of  his  strength, 
is  the  best  able  to  apjMreciate  and  the  most  forward 
to  tespect  talent  in  others;  and,  if  you  have  a  turn 
f(Hr  such  observation,  you  may  perh^s  observe,  or 
fancy  you  observe,  the  indication  of  a  fingering  widi, 
something  like  ^^  would  that  he  too  were  on  our 
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part.*^  But  the  small  and  the  smitten  ones  had, 
during  the  danger,  looked  toward  the  Secretary 
for  protection,  and  he  must  cover  them  with  his 
shining  shield.  He  does  this,  however,  not  so  much 
by  disproving  what  has  been  advanced  on  the  other 
side,  as'  by  winning  your  admiration  for  himself, 
t What  he  says  is  so  classical,  in  its  structure,  so 
melodious  in  its  sound,  and  so  spangled  over  with 
the  ch(Hcest  wit,  that  you  have  little  disposition, 
and  not  much  time,  to  think  of  the  material  of  which 
it  is  composed.  Whatever  may  happen  to  be  your 
own  political  opinions,  you  cannot  help  feeling  the 
glow  of  satisfaction  and  pleaisure  that  runs  throu^ 
the  whole  House ;  and  if  your  self-pdsses^on  be 
not  all  the  greater,  it  is  probable,  that  while,  the 
:rolls  of  reiterated  cheering  follow  the  eloquent 
iSecretary,  you  may  detect  a  solitary  "  hear!?  drop- 
ping  from  your  own  lips. 

'  The  display  of  such  choice  eloquence,  and  the  in- 
vigorating influence  of  so  much  manliness  and  spi- 
rit, come  upon  the  House  like  the  breathing  upon 
the  dry  bones  in  the  valley  of  poetic  visi<Mi ;  a 
soul  is  created  within  the  thickest  ribs,  thought  be- 
gins to  germinate  in  the  most  unproductive  heads, 
'and. those  mouths  which  upon  ordinary  occainoais 
:  content  themselves  with .  the  more  every-day  f unc- 
.tion  of  taking  in,:now,  show  unusual,  symjrtoms'of 
-giving  out.  ,The  Secretary  has  barely  resumed  his 

VOL.  I,  X 
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seat,  ere  a  hundred  heeds  are  nodding  above  the 
oj^Msite  benches ;  but  the  signal  has  'been  given, 
the  question-men  have  come  to  tfadr  posts,  the  an- 
xious speakers  have  no  alternative  but  to  deliver 
thenMehes  in  a  dream — or,  which  is  the  same  thing, 
dream  that  they  deUver  diemselves.  The  (clamour 
you  would  call  it,  if  it  were  not  a  Parliamentary, 
and  therefore  a  constitutional  sound)  determina- 
tion to  hear  no  more  new  argument  upon  the  ques* 
tioB  '(«id  upon  the  part  of  some  that  is  paramount 
to  hearing  no  argument  at  all— ^there  being  mem- 
bers present  now,  and  crying  lustily  for  the  ques- 
tion, whom  you  did  not  observe  when  it  was 
enuficiated,  or  wbUe  it  was  discussed),  is  loud  aad 
persevering, — so  loud  and  so  perseveniq;,  thatihe 
Speaker,  finding  that  his  solemn  call  to  order  knot 
heard,  leaves  ihe  vodferation  of  one  to  stun  that 
of  another. 

When  the  whde  corps  of  vohinte^m  has  been 
routed,  the  veteran  by  whom  the  original  al^eck 
was  led  on,  returns  to  the  charge^  and,  as  hiriigfat 
tO'  reply  is  a  right  which  not  eventhe  desire  of 
supper  is  allowed  to  interfere  with,  he  stands  &r  a 
&w  minutes  in  silent  command  of  the  tranquilUsed 
House.  After  aiewhandscHuely  fanned  but  hacddy 
deMVered  s^it^ioes,  he  sees  meet  to  wUhdjBsw.  his 
mo^on  wiAout  a  division ;  and  die  arduous  fight, 
which  is  dius  opt  to  strike  you  as  very  mudi  re- 
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semblingaahamone^eiicb  in  a,  feu  de  Jaie  d  gene- 
ral peiK».  The  cheer  is  dea£eimig  in  sound  and 
explonve  in  efficiency ;  for  the  thronging  members 
could  not  leave  the  House  with  greater  rapidity^ 
although  they  were  actually  discharged  &om  the 
cannon^s  mouth.  The  evacuation  of  the  Grallery  is 
as  nqpid  and  as  complete :  and  thus  ends  the  field 
day  in  &,  Stejdien^s.  You  are  apt  to  retire  among 
the  rest:  but  bdng  anxious  to  see  it  all,  you  linger 
in  the  lobby;  and  as  the  door-Jkeepers  show  no  symp- 
toms ^ther  of  shutting  the  portals  or  quitting  their 
duurgee,  you  ask  whether  the  bumness  of  the  House 
be  ovar,  and  are  astonidied  at  being  told  that  it 
h  not  yet  b^^,  notwithstanding  all  that  you  have 
witnessed  and  heard. 

Upon  this  you  return;  and  as  you  again  approach 
the  GaUery«4iQor,  you  hear  a  muttering  of  voices 
withm  die  House.  You  enter;  but  it  is  difficidt  to 
bnng yoursdf  to  a  belief  that  it  is  the  someplace. 
That  whidi  was  «:ewlule  so  tumidtuous  is  now  so 
cafan  andao  quiet,  and  that  which  was  so  wedged 
with  an  anxious  crowd  is  now  so  pmpty,  or  so  very 
nearly  anpty,  that  it  is  long  before  you  cap  bring 
yourself  to  believe  that  the  real  business  of  the  na- 
tion is  going  on — thi^  those  few  peaceable  peyson- 
ages  are^engaged  in  diseusnngv^and  settling  tl^ 
whicii  is  really  of  much  more  consequence  than  the 
stock-question,  whidi  called  forth  so  much  and 
x2 
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SO  splendid  eloquence;  I  say  the  "  stock-ques- 
tion,^ because  it  struck  me,  and  if  you  had  won- 
dered with  as  much  patient  delight  at  the  eloquence 
of  Parliament  as  I  have  done,  it  must  have  struck 
you,  that  many  questions  are,  or  at  least  very  re- 
cently were,  brought  forward,  not  with  any  hope  or 
even  any  intention  of  being  carried,  but  merely  to 
enable  the  more  splendid-speakirfg  men  to  make 
proclamation  of  their  creed  and  their  capacity:  and 
I  have  heard  Tories  thunder  away  against  all  man- 
ner of  change,  and  Whigs  against  the  influeiice  of 
the  Crown  and  the  corruption  of  the  Minister, 
just  as  some  parsons,  when  the  wells  of  sermoniz- 
ing begin  to  run  a  little  dry,  let  fly  at  his  Satanic 
Majesty, — ^not  because  they  have  any  jfersoftal  ma- 
lice or  hatred  toward  the  devil,  or  even  a  thorough 
abhorrence  of  all  his  works ;  but  merely  because  in 
the'  mean  time  they  knew  not  exactly  what  dse  to 
E^y.  Those  stock-questions  come  into  fashion  un- 
der'a  peculiar  state  of  the  political  atmosj^ere— 
that  state  when  it  is  neither  too  stormy  nor  too  c^Tm, 
but  i^hen  it  is  changing  from  the  former  to  the  lat- 
ter. When  there  is  a  real  storm,  those  noisy  spi- 
rits can  ride  upon  and  direct  it:  but  they  have 
too  much  ardour  for  the  quietude  of  ordinary  bu- 
siness; and  so  when  they  see  matters  ver^ng  to 
thati  they  try  to  raise  anew  the  tempests  which 
they  labour-  to  direct.  •  Like  the   shrine-makiers 
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of  Ephesus,  they  dread  lest  the  gain  of  their  craft 
should  depart  from  them;  and  so  they  go  about 
puffing  with  their  bellows^and  clinking  with  their 
hammers,  in  order  that,  if  they  be  unemployed, 
they  shall  not  be  forgotten. 

When  you  again  enter,  the  stock-question  and 
the  hammermen  have  all  vanished ;  and  the  latter 
are  pirobably  fighting  over  again,  in  White's  or  in 
Brooks's,  the  battles  of  th6  night,  while  their 
thronging  audience  have  gone  to  their  clubs,  and 
coteries.  You  now  take  your  seat  in  whatever 
part  of  the  Gallery  you  please,  and  though  there 
be  no  remarkable  elevation  of  voice — though  the 
speakers  now  be  addressing  each  other,  rather 
than  discharging  themselves  at  the  newspapers,  you 
can  distinctly  hear  every  word  that  is  spoken;  and 
really,  if  you  be  more  a  lover  and  a  judge  of  sense 
than  of  sound,  you  will  haply  be  more  edified, 
though  doubtless  not  so  much  delighted,  with  the 
tr^iquil  work,  than  you  were  with  the  noisy  jday. 

That  man  of  plain  but  pleasing  aspect,  whose 
very  look  is  persuasion,  upon  whose  features  there 
sits  a  continual  watchman  to  unravel  every  thing 
like  either  guile  or  obscurity,  whose  eye  is  so  clear 
and  so  soft,  that  you  would  at  once  pronounce  that 
he  never  was  angry  in  his  life,  and  who  seems  so  an- 
xious that  every  word  should  be  perfectly  under- 
stood by  all  who  hear  him,  is  the  Chancelloi:  of 
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the  Exchequer ;  and  that  harsh  and  arrogant  per- 
sonage upon  the  other  hand  of  the  Speaker,  who  is 
conducting  himself  as  if  the  whole  were  addressed 
to  him,  and  to  him  alone,  is  Mr.  Baring. 

Close  by  the  Chancellor  you  may  observe  the 
glorious  Gothic  head  of  his  most  profound  coad- 
jutor, Huskisson.  It  is  a  plain  head,  and  small  labour 
of  the  barber  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  outside.  I 
know  not  whether  Mr.  Huskiisson  be  a  phrendo- 
gist ;  though  I  should  rather  ima^ne  that  he  knows 
the  whim  and  laughs  at  it :  but  certainly  he  seasis 
to  stand  less  in  awe  of  phrenological  criticism,  dian 
any  member  of  the  House,  who  could,  if  he  diose, 
command  sufficient  pilosity  for  a  screen ;  for  his  hair, 
kistead  of  being  tanked  and  terrible  as  a  lion's  mane, 
Mke  diat  of  the  Honourable  Christopher  H.  Hutclm»- 
^soQ,  or  twined  into  lady-like  ringlets  Uke  that  of  Mr. 
Lambton,  is  cropped  as  close  as  that  of  a  {dough- 
boy. This  circumstance  increases  the  site  of  his 
face,  especially  his  fordiead,  and  ffWB  him,  when 
the  light  does  hot  fall  so  as  to  bnttg  Out  the  acute 
lines  and  wonderfiil  indicatioBs  of  depth  upcm  it, 
axk  sir  which  you  would  he  apt  to  caU  coamoKm^ 
place,  if  not  heavy.  Opposite  to  Mr.  Huskissm  ap- 
pears the  square  and  soBd  front  of  Joseph  Hume, 
which,  Plough  it  exceed  that  ci  Huskisscm  in 
breadth,  and  in  tiie  force  with  which  the  fcaliures 
coine  out,  is  fiur  iaferior  in  dq>th.    Althou^  from 
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Bariiig''s  manner  and  air  you  would  conclude  that 
the  whole  speech  is  addressed  to  him,  yet  Hume 
nods  ever  and  anon,  as  much  as  thou^  he  said, 
"  I  taught  or  put  you  in  mind  of  that**  Xou  can 
see  at  once  that  Hume  is  no  conjuror  in  theoretical 
politics ;  but  he  is  remarkable  for  a  certain  ste^, 
steady,  and  useful  commodity,  which  his  country- 
men call  gumption^  and  (or  which  Englishmen  qan 
be  in  no  way  remarkable,  as  they  have  not  a  name 
for  it  in  their  language. 

You  do  not  now  see  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  the  greatest  advantage ;  but  still,  fvam 
what  you  do  see  of  him,  you  can  form  at  least  an 
approximate  estimate  of  his  character.  Mild  and 
prepossessing,  candid  and  difiBdent,  as  he  appears, 
soft  Mid  persuasive  as  is  his  voice,  and  sim|^e  imd 
natural  as  is  his  style,  you  can  at  once  discover 
that  Mr.  Bobinson  is  a  man  of  very  great  abilities 
and  very  great  information,  and  that  he  oses  these 
with  a  judgment  which  is  not  merely  nice  and 
delicate,  but  altogether  admirable  If,  however, 
you  had  the  good  fortune  tot  hear  him  wh^i  his 
duty  requires  that  he  shall  gp  into  the  whdle  pi^n- 
ciples  and  the  whole  details  ^  Britiah  finance,  I 
apprehend  that  you  would  be  both  more  astonished 
and  more  delighted  with  his  perfect  candour  and 
absolute  clearness,  than  with  tbejsounding  periods 
oi  diose  who  sacrifice  the  reason  of  the  matter  a 
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little  to  the  rhetoric.  If  you  had  heard  him  when 
he  made  his  first  financial  statement— when  he  first 
let  the  House  and  the  public  know  the  extent  and 
the  liberality  of  his  views^  most  assuredly  you 
would  have  accounted  it  an  intellectual  treat  of  the 
very  choicest  description.  Previous  to  that  display, 
he  had  been  well  respected  as  a  man,  and  reckoned 
a  clear  and  logical  speaker;  but  it  was  not  till  that 
day  that  he  took  his  station  so  high  in  the  rank  ci 
enlightened  and  liberal  statesmen.  PoKtical  and 
physical  circumstances  conspired  against  him :  his 
predecessor,  though  tolerably  intelligible  when  one 
could  hear  him,  was  minute  to  absolute  tediousness, 
so  that  you  entirely  lost  the  one  part  of  his  state- 
ment before  you  could  get  the  other ;  while  his 
voice  was  so  feeble  and  his  articulation  so  un- 
manageable, that  he  left  you  very  frequently  to 
your  own  guesses.  By  these  means,  financial  state- 
ments, which  are  but  dry  and  arithmetical  matters 
at  the  best,  were  rendered  altogether  unpalatable, 
unless  to  a  few  official  calculators  upon  the  one  ade 
of  the  House,  and  a  few  men  of  multiplication  upon 
the  other.  There  was  thus  nothing  in  the  subject 
itself  with  which  the  new  Chancellor  had  to  grap- 
pte,  that  was  at  all  calculated  to  prepossess  the 
wisdom  of  Parliament  iii  his  favour.  On  the  other, 
hand,  the  whole — what  shall  I  call  it.?— of  the  Op- 
position stood  open  mouthed  to  devour  the  inex- 
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perienced  servant  of  the  public.  Hume  looked 
absolute  bronze,  with  a  face  as  solemn  and  as  still 
as  though  it  had  been  the  abacus  of  an  ancient  as- 
trologer, ready  powdered  with  sand  for  drawing  a 
horoscope  and  casting  the  nativity,  not  of  a  com^ 
mon  finance  minister,  but  of  £uclid  or  Archimedes 
himself.-  ^Baring  put  on  an  expression,  for  which 
there  is  not  an  adequate  name  either  in  English  or 
in  any  other  single  language,  but  at  which  some 
may  haply  guess,  when  I  say  "  Ille  pmavit  atrox.*' 
Tiemey  exhibited  that  eaustiicity  of  visage  which  is 
peculiar  to  himself ; 

"  And  did  not  spare  to  show  his  piques 
Against  th'  haranguer's  politics^ 
With  smart  remarks  of  leering  faces, 
And  annotations  of  grimaces." 

Ricardo  (for  thie  House  had  hot  lost  Ricardd  then) 
looked  as  sharp  as  a  needle;  and  indeed  there  was 
not  upon  the  Opposition  benches  a  man  who  knew 
all  or  any  of  the  common  rules  of  arithmetic,  that 
did  not,  by  some  indication  or  other,  give  evidence 
that  the  new  Chancellor  would  be  foiled  either  by 
his  own  modesty  or  by  the  difficulty  of  the  isubject, 
and  \hat  thus  a  new  gap  would  be  made  in  the 
Ministry,  which  it  was  not  absolutely  impossible 
one  after  their  ways  might  be  nominated  to  fill  up. 
In  addition  to  this  adversity  of  succession  and  of 
opposition,  the   Chancellor  had  to  struggle  with 
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somethiiig  which  was  fiir  more  seveDe,— -his  health 
wasexoeediiigly  delicate,  and  he  appeared  so  to  have 
laboured  at  bringiiig  his  varied  and  voluminous 
materials  into  the  compass  of  an  intelligible  speech, 
as  that  he  had  no  strength  remaining  for  the  ut- 
t»ance  of  it. 

Still,  weak  and  exhausted^  watched  and  winked  at, 
as  he  was,  he  shrunk  not  from  his  duty ;  but  after 
tome  fHrefatory  sentences,  admirably  calculated 
for  winning  attention  and  disarming  opposition,  he 
began  his  statement;  and  that  statement  was  so 
firmly  foimded  in  principles  which  no  man  could 
dislike,  put  together  with  such  exqui^te  and  yet 
so  modest  skilly,  and  exhibited  in  so  very  unpre- 
tending a  oMmner,  that  though  exhaustion  forced 
him  to  pause  in  the  middle  of  it,  it  pnx;ured  one 
of  die  proudest  and  most  complete  triumphs  that 
ever  deamess  and  candour  won  in  the  Senate- 
house.  Tiemey  let  down  all  the  sarcastic  angu- 
larities of  his  visage,  and,  shrewd  calculator  as  he 
is  himself^  leaned  forward  to  listen,  and  smiled 
approbation :— such  effect  does  talent  produce  up*- 
on  talent,  however  party  or  accident  may  sq>arate 
the  speaker  and  the  spectator  !  Hume,  was  over- 
whelmed with  wonder,  and  fumbled  in  vun.  among 
hia  own  bundle  of  papers  for  any  thing  anakgous 
to  that  which  he  was  hearing.  Even  B^iing^^eemed 
pleased ;  and  that,  with  the  subsequent  exhibitions 
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of  the  same  nature,  have  induced  him,  and  those 
who,  like  him,  are  deep-read  in  the  mysteries  of  old 
Cocker,  to  be  somewhat  more  civil  in  their  lodes, 
and  a  good  deal  more  gtiarded  in  their  language. 

Mr.  Baring,  whom  you  find  catechising  Mr.  Ro- 
binsoo,  or  making  a  commentary  upon  his  vpeeA 
much  in  the  way  and  to  the  purpose  of  the  ^^  Com- 
mentators," is  an  acute  and  firm,  though  by  no 
means  a  gainly  personage.  Mr.  Baring  is  higUy 
interesting  toyou^  inasmueh  as  he  is  not  only  the 
chief  and  representative^  but  the  express  image,  of  a 
verynumerous  and  very  important  class  of  pa*soD8 — 
British  merchants — those  men  who,  residing  chiefly 
in  one  country,  yet  influence  by  tlieir  direct  inter- 
ferences, and  still  more  by  the  consequences  of  tbcar 
commerdAl  transactions,  the  whole,  ornoudythe 
whole  public  transactions  of  the  civiliied  wioild*. 
Mr.  Baiii^  la  a  merchant ;  and  instead  of  iaamg 
or  scorning  to  confess  as  much  in  Pariiament,  be 
avows  it  with  a  manliness  that*  cbes  him  honoor, 
though  scmietimes  widi  an  anoganee  by  which  that 
hcmour  'is  a  little  stained.  Having  the  whole  ei 
the  Ready  Reckoner  and  tiie  Universal  Cambist, 
together  with  the  Custom-house  Tariff  aoA  Price 
Current  of  all  nations  at  bis  finger  ends^  he  in  one 
instant  layj  bis  finger  upon  the  very  item  which  he 
wants^;  andwMlehe  is  thus  perfect  in  the  knowu 
ledge,  and  ready  in  the  management  of  details,  he 
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is  by  no  means  deficient  in  at' least  one  department 
of  general  principles.  About  the  intellectual  part 
of  politics— that  which  calls  forth  the  finer  faculties 
of  the  human  head,  and  touches  the  sweeter  strings 
of  the  human  heart— Mr.  Baring  seems  to  know 
and  to  care  very  little;  and  perhaps,  although  it  be 
true  that  commerce  has  been,  and  is,  the  great  ciyil- 
izer  and  smoother  of  society,  it  may  also  be  true, 
and  I  rather  think  it  is  true,  that  it  has  a  tendency 
td. blunt,  in  the  man  who  gives  up  to  it  all  his  time 
and  all  his  soul,  not  only  his  own  feelings,  but  his 
regard  for  the  feelings  of  others.  The  habitual  prac- 
tice of  valuing  every  thing — of  putting  its  weight 
in  the  scales  and  its  worth  in  .the  Day-book,  natu- 
rally brings  the  devoted^  merchant  to  disregard  all 
those  qualities,  both  of  things  and  of  men,  of  which 
the  wei^t  cannot  be  physically  ascertained  and 
the  value  numerically  taken.  Upon  this  theory 
one  may  explain  all  the  perfections,'  and  also  all 
the  imperfections,  of  Mr.  Baring^s  character.  No 
man  in  the  House  of  Commons  =  knows  better  the 
value  of  money, "  and  how  and  where  that  money 
ought  to  be  laid  but^ — ^no  man  is  a  better  bargainer; 
as  it  were;  but  at  the  same  time  he  seems  inioapa-^ 
ble  of  appreciating  thbse  more  siiblime  principles, 
to  which  men  of  more  elevated  muids,  more  lively 
imaginations,  and  more  ardeiit  passions,  will  always 
reckon  the  practice  of  commerce  to  be  inferior.— r 
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There  is  a  something,  too,  in  the  air  and  manner 
of  Mr.  Baring,  which  puts  you  very  much  in  mind 
of  a  successful  trader,  when  he  is  in  the  act  of  dof- 
fing the  plebeian  and  hoping  to  put  on  the  Peer — 
of  a  West-end  emigrant,  when  he  is  remembering 
to  forget  "  Change-alley''  and  "  Capel-court.''  At 
least  you  find  or  fancy  about  him,  the  budding 
germs  of  an  aristocracy,  which  is  not  the  aristo- 
cracy of  mere  wealth,  and  which  shows  all  the 
freshness  of  that  which  is  newly  from  the  irons. 

Mr.  Huskisson,  who,  with  a  very  careless  and 
clumsy  air,  rises  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Baring,  is  altogether  the  most  difiicult  character  to 
manage  in  the  whole  House.  '  There  is  nothing  in 
his  appearance,  his  manner,  or  his  speaking,  upon 
which  you  can  hitch  even  the  lightest  descriptive 
figure ;  and  if  it  were  possible  to  disembody  sheer 
political  intellect,  and  leave  it  without  any  of  the 
trappings  of  ornament,  that  w'ould  be  the  nearest 
approach  to  a  likeness  of  this  most  plain  but  pro- 
found member  of  St.  Stephen's.  Mr.  Huskisson's 
bearing  is  remarkably  shrewd  and  firm ;  and  though 
he  deals  not  much  either  in  irony  or  in  declamation 
-^4md  the  less  that  he  deals  in  them  the  better— he 
occasionally  sends  forth  a  look,  while  some  preten- 
deris  uttering  a  little  truism  with  oracular  gravity, 
which  is  more  cutting  and  corrective  than  any 
comitientary  in  words.      He  is  very  unassuming. 
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Imt  wkfa  «U  «o  s^-possessed  and  so  decided,  thAt 
you  do  not  need  to  be  tcdd  that  he  has  examined, 
with  the  eye  of  a  true  {^ilosoph^^  ail  the  bearings 
of  every  subject  that  comes  before  die  House.  His 
voice  is  against  him,  for  it  is  feeble  without  soft* 
ness,  and  he  gains  nothing  either  by  «how  or 
by  fluency  of  language;  but  still  the  impressimi 
which  he  leaves  upon  your  mind  is»  that  he  has 
more  expansion  and  d^pth  of  intellect,  and 
more  range  and  inflexibility  of  purpose,  than  any 
man  within  the  same  wdls.  Brougham,  notwith-^ 
standing  all  his  power^  is  sometimes  at  fault; 
Canning  errs  in  spte  of  all  his  elegance ;  Burdett 
(and  it  is  a  pity  that  you  so  seldom  have  a  chance 
of  hearing  him)  occaidonally  nods ;  and  the  clear- 
ness of  .Robinson  occasionally,  thou^  very  rarely, 
runs  a  little  shallow ;  but  Huskisson  is  ever  the 
same,  and  when  you  think  that  he  dionjges^  he 
only  goes  deeper  into  the  subject  than  you  can  see 
after  hini.  There  have,  indeed,  been  isc«ne  in^ 
stances  in  whidi  HUskisson  himself,  notwiAstand- 
ing  all  his  depth  and  all  his  caution,  has  contrived 
to  render  himself  incomprdiensible,  and  to  fihow 
to  the  House  and  the  public  either  that  he  did  not 
understand  the  subject,  or  (rather)  that  he  could 
not  get  ibe  line  of  his  politics  to  apply  to  it  I 
have  heard  him  upon  the  Com  Laws,  and  perhaps 
upon  one  or  two  other  points,  endeavouring  to  ar* 
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gue  against  proiciplfB  itbkh  he  adnutted*  xxptm  the 
ground  of  expedieDcji  hnt  ki  these  attempts  he 
succeeded  so  ill,  that  he  has  as  little  temptation  as 
he  appears  to  have  desire  to  follow  any  other  than 
the  straight  forward  course. 

The  routine,  the  roar,  and  the  business,  are  over, , 
and  you  come  to  the  concluding  scene  of  the  great 
drama.  The  splendid  men  have  retired,  the  men 
of  business  follow,  and  all  that  remain  are  a  few 
gleaners  upon  the  shorn  field.  Mr.  Peter  Moore 
and  Mr.  Fysshe  Palmer  now  have  their  turn,  and 
shine  in  the  south-east  like  Castor  and  Pollux, 
while  they  hold  high  converse  with  scnsie  sages  on 
the  oppofflte  benches,  of  whom  you  cannot  leam 
even  the  names.  The  last  leaf  of  autumn,  the  last 
flicker  of  an  exjnring  taper,  the  last  particle  of 
dust  cast  over  the  remains  of  a  dear  and  devoted 
friend — all  the  images  of  melancholy  and  desola- 
tion which  you  can  borrow  or  invent,  have  not 
power  to  paint  out  how  sad  this  state  of  the  House 
is,  compared  with  the  former  ones.  If  the  opening 
routine  of  private  Bills  had  something  the  air  of 
childish  imbecility — ^if  the  storm  of  eloquence  ha(l 
the  vigoulr  and  the  daring  of  the  prime  of  life — if 
business  had  the  wily  caution  of  old  age, — this 
brings  you  in  mind  of  the  final  stage, 

'^  Ssns  teeth^  sans  eyes,  ssns  taste^  sans  every  thing.'' 
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But  relief  from  the  painful  contemplation  ceases, 
the  House  is  counted,— there  oxe  not  forty ^ — ^the 
Speaker  declares  an  adjournment, — and  proclama- 
tion is  made,  ^'  Who  '11  home  to  supper  ?*" 
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CHAPTER  I. 

LONDON  PARTICULAR  ELOQUENCE, 

AND 

LONDON  ELOQUENCE  NOT  VERY  PARTICULAR. 
"  verHee  ad  awras 


JBOkertas^  tanium  radici  in  Tartare  teruHt, 

ViBOII.. 


One  who  is  fonder  of  pleasing  himself  with 
the  creations  of  his  own  wayward  fancy,  than  of 
stating  plain  truths  and  plain  words,  would  find 
dehghtful  scope  in  laying  hold  of  the  opposite 
ends  of  things  and  circumstances  in  Babylon  the 
Great,  brining  them  together,  and  pointing  out 
the  singular  contrasts  which  they  form  to  eadi 
other.    Babylonian  wealth  is  dotibtleiss  the  greater 

VOL.  IT.  B 
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of  all  wealth  ;  but  Babylonian  misery,  which  haply 
dwells  at  the  next  door,  is  the  very  extreme  of  hu- 
man privation.  Babylonian  seience  is  just  as  eagle- 
eyed  as  though  there  were  not  a  single  particle  of 
charcoal  in  all  her  dingy  atmosphere ;  but  Baby* 
Ionian  stupidity  is  just  as.  obtuse  as  though  the 
fogs  of  Boeotia  formed  her  eternal  mantle.  Baby- 
lonian song  is— or  rather  was^  for  it  is  long  since 
all  that  was  perishable  of  ^'  one  John  Milton,  a 
schoolmaster,^^  died — is  the  most  lofty  and  sublime 
that  ever  was  heard  in  any  land ;  but  Babylonian 
poetry — vide  the  whole  drove  of  her  rhyming  sons 
and  daughters — is  the  sorriest  stuflF  that  ever  un- 
retentive  brains,  or  skulls  leaky  because  cracked, 
inflated  upon  the  world.  Babylonian  honesty 
approaches  remarkably  near  to  perfection,  and 
though  it  be  a  piece  of  mechanism,  it  is  a  piece  of 
mechanism  which  is  very  beautiful  and  very  last-^ 
ing ;  but  no  where,  perchance,  in  the  world,  is  there 
to  be  found  so  organised  a  system  of  fraud  and  de- 
ceit, or  a  system  played  in  so  many  parts  or  by  so 
many  performers. 

The  beautiful  similitude  of  die  image,  under 
which  the  empire  of  the  ancient  Babylon  was  pre^ 
sented  to  the  dreaming  monarch  of  that  great  city, 
applies  as  well  to  Babyl<m  the  Great,  as  if  it  had 
been  whispered  into  the  ear  of  the  Lord  Mayor 
instead  of  that  of  Nebuchadnezzar—^^  Thou,  O 
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King,  sawest  and  beheld  a  great  image.  This 
great  image,  whose  brightness  was  excellenty  stood 
before  thee,  and  the  form  thereof  was  terrible. 
This  image's  head  was  of  fine  gold,  his  breast  and 
his  arms  of  silver,  his  belly  and  his  thighs  of  brass, 
his  legs  of  iron,  his  feet  part  of  iron  and  part  of 
clay." 

Now,  in  all  the  four  elements  of  which  the  ma- 
nageable and  describable  part  of  the  Great  Baby- 
lon is  composed — in  that  which  is,  that  which  is 
spoken,  that  which  is  written,  and  that  which  is 
done,  within  her  ample  circumference,  throughout 
her  countless  divisions,  and  among  her  innumera- 
ble people,  it  is  always  easy  to  trace  the  compo- 
nent parts  of  the  Chaldean  image :  there  is  always 
the  head  of  gold — showy  and  valuable,  but  withal 
exceedingly  heavy ;  there  are  the  breast  and  the 
arms  of  silver — the  desire  of  Mammon,  and  the 
means  of  grasping  at  and  attaining  him  ;  thare 
are  the  belly  and  thighs  of  brass,  not  merely  in 
obtrusive  colour  and  ceaseless  sound,  but  literally, 
and  without  any  figure  at  all,  it  demands  that  a 
part  of  the  human  body  kept  so  incessantly  at 
work  as  the  Babylonian  bowels,  should  have  the 
strength  and  insensibility  of  brass ;  there  are  the 
legs  of  iron;  and  when  one  comes  to  the  very 
lowest  extremity,  the  miry  clay  begins  to  predo* 
minate  over  that — so  that,  if  the  meanest  of  all  the 
b2 
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Babylonian  elements  be  taken,  one  may  almost 
regard  it  as  in  the  act  of  passing  into  those  bricks 
of  which  the  external  Babylon  is  composed. 

In  some  chapters  of  the  former  Volume,  I  have 
attempted  to  remove  so  much  of  the  obscurity  from 
the  gold  and  the  silver  of  speeches  and  speak- 
ing men,  as  to  enable  my  readers  to  form  a  sort  of 
judgment  as  to  what  they  are  like.  I  have  done 
this  hastily,  and  in  a  manner  somewhat  different 
from- that  in  which  such  things  are  usually  attempt- 
ed to  be  done  ;  but  I  have  done  it  without  preju- 
dice on  my  part,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  be  so 
taken  and  received  on  the  part  of  others.  This 
having  been  done,  I  have  only  now  to  perform  the 
briefer  task  of  examining  the  brass,  the  iron,  and 
the  clay,  in  order  to  complete  my  hkeness  of  the 
great  image  of  Babylonian  eloquence. 

Those  three  component  parts  of  the  image  are 
to  be  found  chiefly  in  the  Hall  o^  the  Common 
Council,  and  at  the  public  meetings  of  the  people 
for  political  purposes.  Not  that  these  are  the  only 
flood-gates  by  which  the  Great  Babylon  lets  out 
her  din  ;  for  there  are  many  others  which  partake 
largely  of  the  brass,  the  iron,  and  the  clay,  and 
not  a  few  in  which  lead  is  substituted  for  the  second 
of  thos6  substances.  There  are  political  iand  cha- 
ritable dinner-parties,  at  which  a  great  deal  is  said, 
and  said  in  a  style  which  is  truly  Babylonian ;  and 
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there  are  little  knots  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  calling 
themselves  and  each  other  literary — profei^ing  to 
touch  the  candle  of  art  at  the  flame,  and  *'hold 
the  eel  of  science  by  the  tail,*"  who  dribble  out 
their  physical  tea  and  their  metaphysical  nothings 
at  the  return  of  the  week  or  of  the  month.  As 
these,  however,  are  mere  efflorescences  upon  the 
Babylonian  siuface — as  they  go  deep  into  nothing — 
as  they  have  no  efi*ect  whatever  upon  the  opinions 
either  of  the  Babylonians  or  of  the  world  generally, 
they  may  be  left  in  their  own  harmless  tranquillity: 
for,  however  wretched  may  be  the  dinner  oratory, 
the  dinner  itself  and  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  in- 
tended are  often  both  very  good ;  and  while  the 
fluttering  insects,  the  ambition  of  whose  lives  it  is 
to  spin  their  filmy  gossamer  of  slender  verse  or 
more  slender  prose,  are  engaged  in  comparing  their 
cobwebs,  they  are  very  happy  among  themselves, 
and,  for  the  time,  very  gently  withdrawn  from  that 
world  to  which,  according  to  their  own  estimate, 
they  are  so  ornamental — and  so  useless  according 
to  the  estimate  of  others. 

When  I  say  that  the  brass,  the  iron,  and  the 
clay,  with  here  and  there  a  little,  or  rather  not  a 
little,  of  lead,  are  the  materials  out  of  which  the  fag 
end  of  Babylonian  eloquence  is  in  general  manu- 
factured^ I  must  not  be  understood  as  attempting 
to  undervalue  either  those  component  p^s,  or 
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the  compound  which  they  form.  Of  all  metallic 
substances,  brass  has  ever  made  the  greatest  noise 
in  the  world,  and  whether  it  be  elevated  on  spire,  or 
gallows,  or  hustings,  it  always  both  draws*  and 
lengthens  the  ears  of  the  multitude ;  furthermore, 
it  is  the  only  metal  which  becomes  the  more  valu- 
able the  greater  the  quantity  of  rust  and  dirt  with 
which  it  is  encrusted.  Iron,  again,  is  the  most 
cutting,  and.  the  most  susceptible  both  of  edge  and 
of  polish^  although  naturally  it  be  the  most  rough 
and  ungainly.  As  for  lead,  it  is  well  remarked  by 
Dr.  Arbuthnot,  that  "  though  it  be  the  most  didl 
and  sluggish  of  all  metals,  yet  it  is  the  quickest  in 
falling  into  fusion  ;'^  and  upon  this  account  it  is 
the  best  emblem  of  that  tide  of  feeling  and  opinion 
in  public  meetings,  which  makes  them  alternately 
praise  and  pelt  the  brass  which  is  sounding,  or  the 
iron  which  is  slashing,  in  order  to  win  their  ap- 
plause; and  as  to  the  clay,  it  is  the  most  passive  and 
plastic  of  all  substances — ^may  be  moulded  into 
vessels  of  any  form  or  for  any  use, — and  therefore 
there  cannot  possibly  be  a  fitter  emblem  of  those 
passions  of  the  crowd  upon  which  the  brazen 
thighs  and  iron  limbs  of  speech-making  attempt  to 
trample  the  prints  of  themselves.  From  these  ex- 
planations, I  trust  I  shall  be  exonerated  of  all 
attempt  at  the  depreciation  of  that  which  is  sup- 
posed to  constitute  the  bold,  manly,  and  universal 
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optnkm  of  the  crowded  thousands  of  the  British , 
metropolis  —  which  passes  current  through  the 
provinces  as  the  real  coin  of  that  opinion,  but 
which  is,  in  reality,  neither  more  nor  less  than  the 
assertion  ctf  one  or  two  very  forward,  but  in  general 
very  shallow  and  not  over-principled  persons,  who, 
aa  there  appears  to  be  no  means  of  getting  any 
thix^  like  one  fixed  opinion  from  h^f-a-million  of 
men,(and  when  double  that  number  of  women  and 
children  are  added,  the  hope  is  by  no  means  ren^ 
dered  greener,)  generoudy,  or  at  least  gratuitously, 
palm  an  opinion  upon  them. 

When  one  hears  of  the  greatness  of  the  City  of 
London,  and  when  one  sees  its  wealth  and  its  state, 
(me  very  naturally  supposes  that  its  sentiments,-p-as 
delivered  by  the  chosen  men  who  do  not  wear  but 
are  its  livery,  embodied  in  the  form  of  petitions 
upon  duns  of  calves,  carried  up  in  gilded  coaches  by 
drives  who  are  yearning  for  Knighthood,-^would 
have  more  of  the  essence  of  wisdom  and  the  effi- 
ciency of  power  in  them  thm  any  other  sentiments 
whatever.  It  would  naturally  be  supposed  that 
the  voice  of  the  greatest  Corporation  of  this  greatest 
of  cities,  brought  forwi^d  as  it  is  by  a  weight  and 
a  pomp  peculiar  to  itself,  would  be  something  to 
which  Sa:iates  would  listen,  and  by  which  Kings 
would  be  guided;  and  if  the  said  Corporation 
could  contrive  to  hdid  its  meetings  in  Cornwall 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8  BABYLON   THK    GREAT/ 

of  Caithness,  so  that  its  orators  might  have  no 
critical  eyes  upoQ  them,  and  then  parade  its 
gaudy  equipages  the  breadth  or  the  length  of  the 
Island,  there  is  not  a  doubt  but  the  efficiency  of 
its  sayings  would  be  augmented.  A  visit  to 
Guildhall  upon  a  high  political  day,  when  the 
trumpets  are  to  be  sounded  and  the  blunder- 
busses fired  off  there,  enables  a  person  to  form 
a  wonderfully  correct  estimate  of  the  metaphysical 
influence  of  that  which  physically  seems  so  great; 
and  from  the  lesson  which  one  there  learns,  one  is 
left  in  doubt  as  to  whether  any  specific  effect  would 
be  produced  either  upon  the  practices  of  Govern- 
ment or  the  progress  of  society,  although  the  Guild- 
hall of  London,  and  those  who  do  their  elocution 
therein,  were  snugly  and  securely  entombed  in 
the  abutments  and  piers  of  London  Bridge.  It  is 
not,  indeed,  of  the  nature  of  Corporations  generally,, 
nor  is  there  any  thing  in  the  structure  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  London  to  make  it  an  exception,  that 
they  should  either  be  of  much  use  or  held  in  mudi 
estimation  at  the  present  day :  they  belong  to  times 
of  darkness;  and  in  as  far  as  they  confer  greater  fa- 
cilities, either  of  speaking  or  of  dining,  than  are  pos- 
sessed by  men  generally,  they  fatten  the  body  cor- 
porate till  it  be  too  gross  and  unwieldy  for  active  ex- 
ertion, and  they  at  the  same  time  starve  the  nation. 
In  as  far  as  the  said  Corporation  acts  as  a  police 
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magistracy  it  may  be  useful^  though  not  nearly, 
so  useful  as  another  description  of  establishment, 
that  could  be  supported  for  a  very  small  portion  of 
the  expense ;  but  as  it  exists,  and  actsf  in  levying, 
taxes  for  Corporation  purposes  and  expending 
them  with  Corporation  judgment  and  taste,  why, 
really,  if  its  members  were  not  all  so  very  wealthy 
and  so  very  worshipful  in  their  own  persons,  the 
machine  itself  would  be  little  better  than  a  nuisance. 
It  may  be  said,  and  I  am  sure  I  have  no  objection 
to  the  saying  of  it,  that  the  facilities  given  to  the 
great  Corporation  and  the  small  Companies  of  the 
Babylon,  for  procuring  the  most  expensive,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  ugUest  barges,  and  coaches,  and 
statues — their  power  and  their  will  of  feasting 
themselves  and  their  wives  and  daughters  in .  the 
great  Hall  of  Gog — and  their  freedom  to  hold  forth 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  to  prevent  those  who 
have  not  undergone  a  certain  bondage,  or  have 
not  money  to  purchase  the  power  of  earning  their 
bread  by  the  labour  of  their  own  hands,  are  char- 
tered and  vested  rights  —  rights  which  are  im- 
mutable and  imprescriptable.  To  those  who 
enjoy  them,  they  no  doubt  are  so,  and  so  are 
all  exclusive  privileges  and  possessions ;  but  there 
are  cases  in  which  other  men  call  them  by  another 
name. 

But  the  morale  of  the  Babylonian  Senate  is  a 
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matter  which  scarcely  any  one,  even  of  its  own 
members,  seems  to  understand ;  and,  as  it  does  not 
lie  exactly  in  my  way,  the  safest  plan  is  to  treat  it 
after  the  fashion  in  which  all  very  great  philo- 
sophers treat  all  very  abstruse  subjects — that  is, 
to  let  it  alone.  Enough  remains  for  me  to  describe 
the  external  form  of  this  curious  Council,  as  it 
is  exhibited  within  its  hall,  and  so  I  need  not 
jdague  myself  about  the  internal  philosophy. 

The  orators  of  the  Common  Council  have  the 
happiness  of  being  set  free  from  many  of  those  re- 
straints which  operate  in  St.  Stephen's,  and  yet 
more  in  the  House  of  Lords.  They  speak,  not 
because  they  know  knowledge  or  have  studied 
oratory,  but  through  the  immediate  inspiration  of 
themselves;  and  it  is  quite  delightful  to  notice 
tram  how  many  inconveniences  this  glorious  Uberty 
sets  them  free.  They  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  common  allotments  of  space  or  the  usual  sue- 
cesidon  of  time ;  and  therefore  they  can  produce 
combinations  which,  if  they  do  not  convince  by 
their  truth,  astonish  by  their  novelty.  A  Common 
Councilman,  if  he  find  it  necessary  to  flourish 
away  respecting  Leonidas,  is  at  perfect  Uberty  to 
send  the  former  javelin-men  of  the  city  to  aid  the 
brave  but  unfortunate  Spartan;  and,  if  it  will 
sound  better,  one  of  those  orators  may  bum  Troy 
or  bury  Herculaneum,  long  before  either  the  one 
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or  the  other  was  founded  He  may  do  all  this, 
and  as  much  more  like  this  as  he  pleases,  m  his- 
tory ;  and,  excepting  always  the  art  of  cookery,  he 
may  treat  every  other  art  and  science  precisely  in 
that  way  which  is  most  convenient  for  himself, 
because,  in  whichever  way  he  treats  it,  it  has  the 
same  chance  of  being  understood  by  a  very  consi- 
derable number  of  those  who  hear  him. 

There  is  another  thing  which  gives  to  the  "  Lon- 
don particular^^  eloquence-— the  eloquence  which  is 
of  and  from  and  about  the  Babylon,  and  the 
Babylon  only — a  freedom  which  that  of  no  other 
speaking  congregation  can  well  possess, — the  three 
states  meet  together  ;  and  though  the  annual  king 
and  the  life-rent  peers  of  the  City  occupy  the 
counter^  while  the  common  plebs  are  upon  the 
floor,  yet  the  youngest  liveryman  may  oppose  front 
to  front  the  most  portly  alderman,  or  browbeat 
even  the  Lord  of  the  fur  cap  himself.  Another 
advantage  attejoding  the  London  particular  elo- 
quence is,  that  one  may  hear  it  witfaput  any  other 
expense  than  that  o£  time — which^  after  all,  may 
be  considered  price  enough,  except  by  future 
Woods  and  Wiuthmans,  who  abstmn  for  a  little 
from  their  rhubarb  and  their  ribands,  in  order  to 
drink  instructipn  from  the  dvid  Solomons. 

Imagine  yourself  in  a  square  apartment  of  very 
moderate  dimensions,   with  a  shop-board  at  one 
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end,  upon  the  middle  of  which  sits  the  metropo- 
litan King,  of  giant  dimensions,  and  having  at  his 
side  his  conscience-keeper,  that  tip-top  of  all  wis- 
dom, the  Recorder,  to  whom  belongs  the  glorious 
privilege  of  seeing  that  justice  is  done  to  fetters, 
to  exile,  and  to  the  gallows,  within  the  Great  Baby- 
lon and  the  liberties  thereof.  You  look  at  the 
odd  physiognomy  of  this  dignitary,  and  you  are 
perfectly  at  a  loss  to  ascertain  by  what  strange 
whirl  of  the  Epicurean  atoms — I  beg  their,  par- 
don, for  though  they  are  Epicurean,  they  are  any 
thing  but  atoms — such  an  article  should  have  been 
brought  to  such  an  use.  The  most  probable 
theory  is  a  desire  to  take  advantage  of  the  contrast 
which  the  legal  adviser  makes  with  the  substantial 
breadth  of  that  personage  whom  it  is  his  province 
legally  to  advise, — -just  as  a  giant  used  to  borrow 
altitude  from  the  manikin  that  dangled  at  his  side, 
as  a  Spanish  beauty  shines  in  consequence  of  the 
ugliness  of  her  Duenna,  as  Gog  and  Magog  look 
formidable  among  the  wool-pack  chisehngs  of  Bubb, 
or,  better  and  more  appropriate  still,  as  Alderman 
Wood  seems  a  very  wise  man,  and  Alderman  Waith- 
man  a  very  elegant  and  eloquent  one,  when  they 
Btand  overtopping  the  Common  Councils  like  a  brace 
of  Sauls — albeit  no  wise  intent  u{)on  seeking  their 
fathers^  asses.  "  Wisdom,"  saith  the  wise  man, 
*^  is  justified  in  her  children;"  and  it  were  a  hard 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BABYLON   THE    GREAT.  13 

matter  indeed,  if  the  more  soft  and  safe  personage 
were  not  to  be  equally  justified  in  her  adopted, 
especially  when  the  act  of  adoption  can  be  clearly 
established  as  belonging  to  her. 

Upon  the  right  hand  of  the  Civic  Speaker  sit 
those  substantial  Aldermen,  whose  very  look  tells 
you  that  they  are  satisfied  with  things  as  they  are, 
and  upon  his  left  the  solemn  W  and  the  sonorous 
W,  [the  Babylonians  hold  the  W  at  so  great  value^ 
in  consequence,  no  doubt,  of  the  Walworths,  the 
Whittingtons,  the  Woods,  and  the  Waithmans, 
that  the  half  of  it  passes  current  in  the  City,  for  as 
much  as  the  whole  does  any  where  else,]  the  one 
looking  wisdom  of  unfathomaUe  depth,  and  the 
other  acuteness  of  incomprehensible  point..  The 
men  of  the  City  crowd  the  middle  space,  and  the 
idle  and  industrious  apprentices  squeeze  themselves 
into  the  pews  below  the  bar, — the  former,  doubtless, 
to  be  warned  from  wickedness  by  the  scare-crow, 
and  the  latter  to  be  roused  to  emulation  by  the 
most  worthy  and  most  worshipful  successor  of 
Whittington. 

You  are  now  in  a  very  wonderful  place,  and  if 
you  have  ears  you  must  prepare  to  lend  them ;  for 
the  toi^gues  of  Babel  are  about  to  be  let  loose, — 
Bow-bell  is  to  ring,  not  in  the  steeple  at  Che^pside, 
but  upon  the  apex  of  the  wise  men  of  the  EasL 
It  comes  not  with  calm  preparation,  as  you  observe 
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it  in  the  Lords^  nor  in  grim  anxiety,  as  it  was 
watched  for  in  the  Commons  :  it  appears  to  creep 
along  the  ground  like  the  odour  of  the  Grotto  del 
Cane,  for  it  seizes  upon  the  pillars  which  support 
the  supporters  of  the  City'*s  independence,  and  the 
floor  of  the  Hall  rocks  and  rattles  to  the  nether 
eloquence  of  the  Livery  ;  and  the  Chaldeans  upon 
the  one  hand,  and  the  Soothsayers  on  the  other, 
are  enveloped  in  a  cloud  of  most  appropriate 
though  somewhat  portentous  dust.  This  is  as  it 
should  be :  your  animals  of  smaller  lineaments  and 
less  eflfective  bite  are  continually  on  the  alert,  but 
your  lion  roars  not — arouses  not  himself,  unless  you 
stir  him  up ;  and  from  this  rousing  call,  by  which 
Ufe  and  metal  are  not  put  into  the  civic  assembly, 
but  made  to  come  out  of  it,  is  one  of  the  happiest 
devices  that  I  ever  witnessed  in  operation,  and, 
like  the  fair  dealings  and  feasts  of  the  City,  deserves 
to  be  brought  into  genieral  use.  While  the  gouty 
ankle  of  some  ancient  representative  of  Portsoken 
is  treading  out  the  last  flourish  of  the  reveille,  and 
the  attendants  drawing  up  the  ventilator  to  give 
passage  to  the  dust,  the  broad,  bright,  and  bland 
head  of  Mr.  Favell  rises  above  the  clouds,  with 
much  of  the  majesty,  but  none  of  the  coldness,  of 
a  political  Chimberago — or  rather  like  the  moon 
over  the  substantial  vapour  of  the  Thames,  in 
those  stilly  and  substantial  nights  when  London  is 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BABYLON    THB    OBSAT.  15 

shrouded  in  the  mantle  of  her  own  smoke.  The 
figure  is  so  perfect  that  words  cannot  add  to  it,  and 
so  the  speech,  which  is  neither  short  nor  straight, 
leaves  upon  your  mind  an  impression  that  Mr. 
Favell  is  as  good  a  man  and  as  good  an  orator  as 
any  of  the  London  particular'^-that  he  could 
transport  the  former  quality  to  any  place  whatever; 
but  that  the  latter  is  so  heavy,  and  of  such  home 
use,  that  it  could  not  be  removed  without  the  hills 
of  mortaUty.  Mr.  James  replies  to  the  worthy 
orator.  Of  him  you  know  nothing,  saving  thi^t 
he  is  "  James  the  less ;"  and  so  the  less  you  hear 
or  speak  of  his  rhetorical  powers  the  better. 

The  bland  Favell  and  the  gentle  James  form 
but  the  beginning  of  the  display  ;  and  in  the  Gral- 
loways,  the  Welshes,  and  the  Crockers,  the  fabric  of 
the  King's  English  is  in  constant  danger  of  breaking 
down,  while  the  call  to  '*  order"  is  answered  only 
by  greater  confusion  both  of  tongue  and  of  feet, 
which  crowds,  and  thickens,  and  hurries,  till  both 
sides  of  the  Hall  and  both  ends  of  the  members 
mingle  into  one  mighty  din,— a  din  which  no 
powers  can  stop,  and  no  ear  of  common  dimen- 
sions can  receive;  and  so  you  grasp  your  head 
l)etween  your  hands,  and  wait  till  the  settling 
dust  lets  you  know  that  it  has  exhausted  itself. 

This  confusion,  by  which  the  question  originally 
propounded  to  the  meeting  is  entirely  lost  and  you 
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are  utterly  confounded,  appears  to  have  no  e£Pect 
upon  certain  Members  of  the  Corporation.  The 
Lord  Mayor  looks  as  dignified  and  the  Record- 
er as  wise  as  ever ;  and  Mr.  Alderman  Waithman 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Dixon  make  a  contemporaneous 
effort  to  rise,  but  the  Common  Councilman  of  his 
own  accord  gives  place  to  the  quondam  Mayor, 
who  advances  toward  the  brass  raiUng  in  a  very 
formidable  manner,  and  looks  down  upon  the  Com- 
moners toward  the  left  with  a  look  which  seems  to 
say,  **  I  have  made  this  assembly  a  school  of  elo- 
quence with  which  there  is  nothing  comparable.**' 
Waithman  is  a  shrewd  man;  and,  though  some^ 
what  egotistical  even  in  that  capacity^  he  is  a  very 
effective  police  ma^strate ;  but  what  should  have 
induced  him  to  take  upon  himself  the  burden  of 
general  politics,  and  the  profession  of  an  orator,  it 
will  take  you  a  long  while,  or  it  will  take  you  no 
time  at  all,  to  discover.  He  may  be  well  skilled 
in  the  routine  of  his  Wardmote,  and  his  may  be  the 
logic  and  the  elocution  which  are  efficient  there — 
nay,  in  the  Common  Council  he  is  second  to  none 
of  them  in  what  seem  to  be  their  most  appropriate 
gifts  and  exercises;  but  among  orators  of  any  other 
school,  and  statesmen  of  any  school  at  all,  the  Alda:- 
man  would  not  be  able  to  work  his  way.  No  doubt, 
he  looks  a  man  of  the  most  terrible  powers:  there  is 
an  argument  at  every  angle  of  his  most  angular 
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visage,  a  curious  solecism  in  the  twist  of  bis  mouth ; 
and,  when  he  darts  his  eye  towards  Dixon,  his  re- 
gular opponent,  the  head  of  the  latter  would,  be 
fairly  transfixed,  were  it  not  that  the  angry  fire 
ghdes  off  from  his  smooth  face,  or  is  reflected  back 
from  the  discs  of  his  spectacles.  Waithman^s 
speech  is  full  of  assertion  and  full  of  figures,  and 
he  hurls  them  this  way  and  that  way  with  a  vast 
deal  of  action  and  animation;  but  every  javelin 
that  he  throws  has  a  string  to  it,  by  which  it  is 
drawn  back,  and  the  whole  are  made  in  the  end  to 
conduce  to  the  self-importance,  and  minister  to  the 
self-complacency,  of  him  by  whom  they  are  hurled. 
He  is  by  no  means  the  most  portly  personage  in 
the  assembly^  and  few  will  think  that  he  is  the 
most  comely  to  look  upon ;  but  I  have  seldom  seen 
a  man  who  made  himself  more  constantly  the  idol 
of  his  own  adoration.  So  true  a  worshipper  has 
he  been  in  this  way,  that  his  better  sense  has  been ' 
a  martjrr  to  his  faith,  and  Alderman  Waithman,  by 
jsitting  under  his  own  shadow,  has  prevented  him- 
self from  seeing  and  being  warned  by  many  things, 
which,  however  they  might  have  affected  his 
opinion  of  himself,  would  not  have  lesseped  his 
wisdom  in  that  of  the  world.  Standing  there  like 
the  iron,  and  grasping  the  brass,  he  affects  to  re- 
verse the  image,  and  look  down  upon  the  gold  and 
silver  as  if  they  were  the  miry  clay.     One  would 
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excuse  him  for  dealing  somewhat  of  a  bard  measure 
to  Mr.  Dixon,  because  the  spectacles  of  that  gen^ 
tleman  are  shield  enough  against  the  eloquence  of 
the  iron  orator ;  but  though  he  were  fifty  Lord 
Mayors,  a  hundred  head  of  Aldermen,  and  ten 
thousand  of  the  most  eloquent  in  the  Common 
Council,  one  cannot,  unless  upon  the  oblique  theory 
of  that  being  an  acknowledgment  of  their  merits 
and  a  compliment  to  them,  or  upon  the  direct 
theory  of  the  lean  wolf's  privilege  to  bay  the  lu- 
minaries, allow  him  to  school  the  foremost  states- 
men of  the  time.  They  may  be  wrong — sometimes 
they  are  wrong — but  Mr.  Alderman  Waithman  is 
not  exactly  the  person  to  set  them  right.  StiU, 
however,  he  may  have  his  use, — just  as  the  bark- 
ing of  a  little  dog,  though  it  could  not  of  itself  save 
the  property,  may  arouse  the  watchmen. 

Mr,  Waithman  carries  the  oratory  upon  his 
side  as  far  as  it  will  go, — so  far  indeed,  that  no* 
body  upon  the  other  cares  for  replying  to  it, 
unless  it  be  him,  who  during  the  violence  of  it 
was  ensconced  behind  the  spectacles — the  afore- 
named Mr.  Samuel  Dixon,  who  may  be  considered 
as  the  smooth  whetstone  by  which  edge  is  given  to 
the  scissars,  the  knife,  or  whatever  else  one  may 
choose  to  call  the  grand  cutting-tool  of  London 
particular  eloquence.  Mr.  Dixon  rises  without, 
any  of  the  arrogance  of  a  regular  orator,  and  he 
displays  none  of  the  qualities  which  frighten  you 
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in  the  Alderman.  His  speech  puts  you  very  much 
in  mind  of  a  house-wife's  reticule,  containing  gold, 
and  gloves,  and  memorandums,  and  handkerchiefs, 
and  an  endless  variety  of  things, — all  of  which 
appear  to  have  been  put  into  it  with  such  house- 
wife hurry,  that  you  can  never  discover  what  shall 
come  next;  and  the  gold,  which,  just  as  is  the  case 
with  a  reticule,  is  neither  the  most  abundant  nor 
the  most  bulky  article,  comes  rattling  out  when  it 
is  certainly  not  expected,  and  probably  not  in- 
tended. No  *  words,  however,  can  do  justice  to 
this  London  particular.  The  knowledge  which  is 
known  in  the  Common  Council,  is  so  peculiar  and 
so  intuitive?— the  wit  is  so  different  from  that  which 
bears  the  same  name  among  mankind  generally — 
the  logic  is  strung  together  after  so  curious  a 
fashion,  and  conclusions  so  sprout  out  of  premises, 
which  appear  not  only  to  belong  to  other  genera 
of  things,  but  to  be  utterly  addle  and  barren, — that 
the  eloquence  which  is  so  effective  there,  cannot  be 
poured  into,  or  carried  away  by,  the  common  clay 
pitcher  of  the  human  understanding;  and  there^ 
fore  he  who  would  either  understand  it,  or  demon- 
strate that  it  cannot  be  understood — for  between 
these  the  balance  of  justice  wavers — must  repair  te 
Guildhall  himself. 

One  who  has  examined  for  himself  "  the  Lon- 
don particularoratory,"**  and  who  has  thence  been 
c  2 
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enabled  to  judge  in  how  far  the  counsellings  of  that 
Corporation,  or  rather  of  the  two  or  three  by  whom 
that  Corporation  are  "drawn  up  and  drilled,*"  are 
Useful  to  the  world,  will  next,  in  order  to  complete 
his  analysis  of  the  spoken  part  of  that  which  is  sup^ 
posed  to  constitute  the  Babylonian  public  mind, 
wish  to  examine  that  eloquence  which  is  not  so 
very  particular, — ^those  substances  which  float  upon 
the  surface  of  the  crowd  when  its  waves  are  up 
and  its  mass  in  motion ;  and  for  this  purpose  a 
meeting  in  Covent  Garden  Market  will  serye  just 
as  well  as  a  meeting  any  where  else. 

Those  meetings  constitute  the  feet  and  toes  df 
the  Babylonian  eloquence,  and,  like  them  of  the 
image,  they  are  truly  of  iron  mixed  with  miry  clay, — 
those  who  plan  and  who  hold  forth  having  all  the 
stubborn  quaUties  of  the  one,  and  those  who  are  led 
and  who  Usten  having  the  yielding  and  plastic 
nature  of  the  other.  I  say,  those  who  plan  and 
those  who  hold  forth ;  because,  in  the  management 
of  so  very  fluctuating  a  thing  as  a  miscellaneous 
mass  of  people,  brought  together  without  union 
either  of  principle  or  of  purpose,  and  who  come  to 
do  that  which  they  cannot  understand,  who  from 
curiosity  come  to  do  nothing,  or  who  from  another 
principle  come  to  do  that  which  they  understand 
but  will  not  confess,  it  would  not  do,  if  the  secret 
arrangements  and  the  open   speech-making  were 
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vested  in  the  same  person.  In  all  places,  such  as 
Westminster,  where  that  which  is  called  the  voice 
of  the  majority  of  the  householders  is  supposed  to 
be  worth  any  thing,  there  always  is  a  set  of  persons 
by  whom  that  voice  is  appropriated,  and  who 
manage  it  for  the  avowed  glory  of  certain  au- 
tomata that  they  set  up— and  haply  for  their  own 
real  aggrandisement  and  emolument.  The  persons 
who  have  the  cupidity,  or  the  vanity,  or  the  am- 
bition, or  the  cunning,  or  the  meanness,  or  the 
virtue,  or  the  vice,  or  whatever  else  it  may  be,  to 
make  this  appropriation,  and  procure  and  manage 
the  tools  necessary  for  its  preservation,  must  have 
a  character  for  wisdom  which  no  man  of  their  di- 
mensions could  keep,^  if  he  were  to  make  ispeeches 
before  the  crowd,  and  subject  himself  to  accidents 
from  the  reason  or  the  raillery  of  opponents.  The 
curious  way  in  which  those  who,  among  men  of  in^ 
formation  and  orderly  conduct,  are  always  effective, 
are  foiled  by  the  fluctuatmg  turns  of  chance  at 
public  meetings,  ^hows  that  the  chain  by  which 
the  populace  can  be  held  together,  and  drawn  in 
any  particular  direction  for  any  great  length  of 
time,  must  be  both  a  strong  and  a  secret  one ;  and 
if  it  were  worth  while  to  trace  the  curious  machinery 
by  which.the  free  suffirages  of  even  the  Westminster 
electors  are  enslaved, — ^how  they  be^n  at  two  or 
three  masters  of  oracular  monosyDablea— -spread 
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themselves  through  clubs  and  alehouses,— one  should 
so  expose  the  independent  voice  of  the  people,  that 
the  people  themselves  would  be  ashamed  of  it. 
The  qualities  required  for  this  purpose  are  not 
those  which,  when  they  are  avowed  to  the  world, 
are  accounted  either  talents  or  principles.  A  man 
of  a  great  mind  could  not,  and  a  man  of  a  clean 
mind  would  not,  creep  through  the  crooked  pas- 
sages and  dirty  crannies  by  which  alone  such  in- 
fluence is  to  be  attmned.  When  I  say  a  clean 
mind,  I,  of  course,  mean  not  one  which  is  clean 
from  the  stains  of  personal  and  practical  tarnish  in 
private  life,  but  one  which  is  clean  from  error  and 
jugglery  in  the  apprehension  of  general  principles 
and  political  views. 

That  the  persons  who  are  "governors  of  the 
sub-ways,^  in  such  matters  as  that  of  which  I  am 
speaking,  are  possessed  of  a  certain  species  of  in- 
telligence and  tact,  I  do  not  mean  to  deny :  the 
mole  and  the  badger  have  an  expertness  in  boring 
and  digging  under  ground,  which  no  man  would 
ever  .think  of  attributing  to  the  eagle  or  the  lion ; 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  they  who  organise 
at  least  the  electioneering  meetings  in  the  Babylon 
(say,  for  example,  Mr.  Francis  Place  of  Charing 
Cross,  if  report  says  sooth  in  naming  him  of  the 
number,)  would  baffle,  at  this  sort  of  operation,  not 
only  all  the  Hobhouses  and  Burdetts,  but  all  the 
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Eldons,  and  Cannings,  and  Broughams,  and  Hus- 
kissons,  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  If,  how- 
ever, even  the  said  Mr.  Place,  notwithstandii^  all 
his  reported  science  in  this  way,  were  to  come  upon 
th^  hustings,  he  would  be  no  match  whatever  for 
Mr.  Henry  Hunt ;  and  if,  by  any  unforeseen  com- 
Hnation  of  things,  he  were  to  get  into  the  House 
of  Ccunmons,^!  would  not  be  disposed  to  take  an 
even  bet  upon  him  against  Mr.  Alderman  Brydges 
or  Sir  Francis  Ommaney ;  while  it  would  be  odds 
worth  any  man^s  taking,  that  Mr.  Peter  Moore 
or  Mr.  Richard  Martin,  or  even  Mr.  Alderman 
Wood,  would  finish  him  at  the  first  round.  It  is 
said  that  this  wise-looking,  and,  as  some  folks  say, 
really  wise  politician,  once  withdrew  a  little  too  much 
of  the  veil,  by  giving  evidence  before  a  Committee; 
and  that  the  undemcmstrated  shape  in  which  some 
propositions  were  drawn  from  him  there,  has  led 
to  a  suspicion  that  he  is  not  exactly  the  political 
omjuror  which  had  long  been  supposed;  and 
really,  if  certain  writii^  which  have  been  shown 
me  as  hb,  are  bond  Jide  of  his  own  concoction, 
even  I  catmot  help  wondering  at  the  small  quantity 
of  wisdom  whidb  su£Sces,  if  not  to  ^^  govern  all  the 
world,''  at  Jeast  to  gull  a  very  large  portion  of  it. 
Into  the  political  character  of  those  persons  it  is 
not,  however,  worth  while  to  go  much  farther;  and 
I  shall  not  depict  the  philosophy  of  thirone  in  the 
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mean  time,  as  I  may  have  occasion  to  do  it  after- 
wards, if  time  and  olfactory  apparatus  will  bear 
me  out,  in  the  analysis  of  a  certain  school,  which, 
though  it  have  disciples  in  all  countries,  has  its 
chief  seat,  and  perhaps  had  its  first  (British)  origin, 
in  the  Babylon. 

Leaving  the  machinery  by  which  the  meetings 
for  the  eloquence  which,  is  not  particular  are  ot- 
ganized,,  I  may  sum  up  in  a  single  page  the  aspect 
and  the  utility  of  that  eloquence  itself.  For  this 
purpose,  imagine  that  leave  has  been  asked  and 
granted  of  the  High  Bailiff  of  Westminster— that 
hustings  have  been  erected  in  front  of  St.. Paul's, 
Covent  Garden — ^that  the  cabbages  have  been  re- 
moved, except  a  sweet  garnish  pf  leaves  in  front  of 
the  stage  of  display — ^that  the  waggons  have  been 
drawn  up  in  treble  Une,  each  crammed  with  shil- 
ling and  eighteen-penny  spectators — that  the  tops 
of  the  adjoining  booths  have  received  their  com- 
plement— and  that  all  the  interstices  are  wedged 
with  those  whose  object  it  is  to  see  and  to  hear, 
and  also  with  not  a  few  who  hope  to  exercise  their 
fingers  in  the  more  profitable  exercise  of  tbuching^ — 
imagine  this;  and  furthermore  imagine  that  it  is 
Parliament-time,  and  that  the  portable  Henry  Grey 
Bennet,  and  those  fail-me-nevers,  Messrs.  George 
Byng  and  Peter  Moore,  have  come  in  the  hope  of 
disburthening  themselves  of  that  eloquence  whereof. 
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they  are  unable  to  give  to  the  wind  within  the 
walls  of  St.  Stephen^s.  Burdett  and  Hobhouse, 
ushered  in  by  the  chief  men  of  the  committee,  take 
their  station  in  front  of  the  hustings;  and  all  goes 
bravely  on  until  the  opening  speech  has  been 
spoken  by  some  privileged  person,  and  the  resolu- 
tions are  read,  and  about  to  be  carried  by  general 
acclamation.  Here  a  disturbing  force  drives  its 
way;  and  as  much  agitation  and  heat  is  produced 
among  the  multitude,  as  by  a  bullock  in  a  china- 
shop,  a  fire-brand  among  the  dry  stubble,  or  any 
other  restless  and  resistless  thing  in  a  situation 
where  it  is  not  expected.  Henry  Hunt,  the  Eater- 
felto  of  the  crowd,  the  Emperor  of  all  rabble  con- 
jurors in  matters  political,  shows  his  broad  face 
and  waves  his  broad  hat  amid  the  astonished  re- 
gulars, and  over  the  aroused  populace.  The  con- 
fusion is  tremendous,*— the  cries  "  Off!  off!"  "  Hunt 
for  ever!"*  "  Shame !  shame !"•  and  "  Bravo  Hunt!*' 
frighten  the  rats  to  the  lowest  cellar  in  the  hundreds 
of  Drury.  No  matter  which  cry  may  be  predo- 
minant: against  those  tidesof  popular  oppoidtion 
Henry  Hunt  is  a  rock  of  adamant.  He  stands  in 
the  imperturbable  confidence  of  his  own  face,  and 
the  experience  that,  by  one  or  two  drops  of  that 
oil  which  ever  stiUs  the  swell  of  such  a  meet- 
ing's indignation,  he  will  have  it  all  his  own  way. 
He  drops  it  on  with   wonderful  adroitness ;    so 
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that  in  one  minute,  they  who  were  clamouring 
against  him  toss  up  their  caps  in  his  behalf. 
Even  you  must  allow  that  there  is  in  this  man  that 
talent  which  can  command,  not  the  understanding 
or  the  conviction,  but  the  momentary  passions  and 
the  momentary  impulse,  of  a  crowd.  Of  the  prin- 
ciples of  politics  you  can  see  that  he  knows  no- 
thing, and  he  does  not  look  as  if  he  cared  much 
for  the  results ;  but  he  seems  to  have  sounded  the 
waters  of  such  places,  and  to  know  their  depth 
and  their  current.  His  language  is  broad,  and  even 
vulgar,  and  it  is  delivered  without  <mier  or  conca- 
tenation ;  but  Hunt  uses  his  eyes,  and  moves  with 
the  movements  of  those  to  whom  he  is  addressing 
himself,  with  astonishing  nicety  and  truth.  There 
is  a  certain  degree  of  boldness  in  assertion — an  ap- 
parent daring  of  being  contradicted — which  gives 
to  vague  assertion  much  of  the  efiPect  of  well  es- 
tablished truth,  and  stands  a  speaker,  whose  audi- 
ence is  any  Uiing  but  select,  in  better  stead  than  the 
most  ccmiprehensive  knowledge  and  the  most  taste- 
ful and  felicitous  expression.  He  only  is  a  happy 
orator,  who  is  happy  to  time  and  circumstances ; 
and  under  many  disadvantages,  both  in  report  and 
reality,  Henry  Hunt  shows  that  he  possesses  this 
hapfnness.  Even  upon  pubhcand  poUtical  grounds 
—the  only  grounds  which  you  think  of  when  a  man 
stands  upon  the  hustings  and  addresses  a  public 
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meeting,  you  cannot  bring  yourself  to  love  or  even 
to  respect  this  Mr.  Hunt ;  but  still,  sudi  is  the 
impressible  nature  of  the  clay  upon  which  he.  is 
playing  the  potter^  that  he  is  able  to  confound  all 
the  deep  doings  of  the  organizers,  and  turns  the 
business  of  the  day  into  an  absolute  farce. 

In  the  doing  of  this,  he  is  indeed  merely  mo- 
maitluy ;  for  when  the  orators,  for  whose  benefit 
apparently  the  meeting  has  been  collected,  come  to 
return  thanks  for  the  thanks  that  are  given  them, 
they  take  vengeance  upon  Hunt ;  the  unstable  tide 
returns  to  that  channel  which  has  been  delved  out 
for  it  by  the  laborious  spademen  of  the  committee, 
and  he,  who  so  shortly  before  succeeded  with  ap- 
plause, is  hissed,  and  it  may  be  pelted,  off  the 
hustings  and  away  from  the  meeting. 

Orators  of  this  description,  who  .thrust  lliem* 
selves  forward  as  the  champions  of  that  liberty 
which  they  do  not  understand,  and  of  that  people 
whom  they  cannot  serve,  not  only  subject  them- 
selves to  many  vicissitudes,  but  do  more  harm  ta 
the  cause  of  rational  freedom,  and  indeed  of  every 
thing  worthy  of  being  called  freedom,  than  its  di- 
rect and  avowed  enemies.  Even  though  they  were 
as  well  informed  and  sincere,  as  their  conduct  in 
general  proves  them  to  be  ignorant  and  oblique, 
the  way  in  which  they  go  to  work  would  prevent 
their  doing  even  the  smallest  good ;  and  it  is  utterly 
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impossible  to  concdve  a  state  of  sodety  which  could 
be  benefited  by  the  harangues  of  mob-orators.  If, 
indeed,  times  were  desperate— if  the  fabric  of  society 
were  so  far  broken  down,  as  that  momentary  im* 
pulses  of  crowds  were  the  governing  principle,  then 
mob-orators,  if  not  very  useful,  would  become 
very  influential  personages ;  but  when  society  is 
still  so  entire,  as  that  sufficient  power  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  acknowledged  and  constitutional  Govern- 
ment, then  the  mob-orator,  by  directly  stirring  up 
the  people  against  that,  and  thereby  tempting  or 
forcing  it  to  a  reaction  against  the  people,  inva- 
riably makes  matters  worse.  The  time  of  the  po- 
pulace is  wasted,  their  minds  are  inflamed,  their 
attention  is  withdrawn  from  their  proper  pursuits, 
the  heedless  and  the  mischievous  among  them  are 
apt  to  say  foolish  things  and  do  wicked  ones,  and 
the  consequence  invariably  has  been,  a  loss  of  li- 
berty  very  nearly  proportional  to  the  clamour  that 
was  made  for  an  accession  of  it — or  rather,  in  exact 
proportion  to  the  quantity  of  time  and  industry 
and  good  sense  lost  by  the  people. 

If  a  change  for  the  better,  either  in  the  dynasty 
or  general  constitution  of  a  country^  or  of  the  prac- 
^tical  details,  is  to  be  made,  it  must  be  made  among 
the  people — ^in  their  general  information  and  habits, 
and  not  by  tumultuous  assemblies,  and  exhibitions 
of  declamation  and  invective.     When  the  system 
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is  such,  as  that  it  iallows  the  people  to  acquire  know- 
ledge and  act  in  private  life  upon  the  acquisition, 
the  real  government  will  always  be  vested  in  the 
people ;  and  if  men  generally  be  taught  to  know 
what  freedom  is,  and  to  respect  it  as  such,  there 
is  no  power  on  earth  that  can  enslave  them.  Who- 
ever, therefore,  has  an  honest  desire  to  keep  the 
practice  of  the  English  Grovemment,  or  of  any  other 
Government,  up  to  the  intelligence  of  the  age,  will 
be  careful  not  to  encourage  any  of  those  meetings, 
which  show  how  irresolute  and  unstable  a  thing 
an  unreflecting  populace  is ;  and  whoever  wishes 
to  see  the  darknesses  of  a  Government  cleared  up, 
the  decays  repaired,  and  a  vigorous  and  improymg 
condition  brought  about,  will  aim,  not  at  stirring 
up  the  passions  of  mankind — ^no,  nor  at  propagating 
any  favourite  theory  of  his  own,  but  at  the  general 
diffiidon  of  education — ^the  putting  of  men  in  such 
1^  state  of  mental  activity  and  vigilance,  as  tha^ 
they  shall  not  be  misled  by  poUdcians  of  any  sort* 
If  the  people  are  to  have  active  political  strength, 
it  must  be  the  strength  of  mind,  so  informed  and  so 
jexpanded,  as  that  no  designing  man  shall  be  able  to 
turn  it  against  themselves.  ^^  Knowledge  is  power,^ 
and  therefore  if  it  is  wished  that  there  should 
be  power  in  the  people,  give  them  knowledge,  or 
ratiier  let  them  be  so  placed  as  to  acquire  it  for 
themselves;  for,  after  all,  knowledge  conned  by 
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rote,  whether  it  be  political  or  of  any  other  kind, 
does  not  deserve  the  name.  The  human  intellect 
resembles  the  diamond :  you  may  poUsh  it ;  but  if 
you  attempt  to  paint  it,  you  dim  its  lustre  and 
destroy  or  conceal  its  value. 

But  if  promiscuous  meetings  for  the  purpose  of 
listening  to  the  language  of  those  that  are  more 
noisy  than  wise  be,  under  any  circumstances,  of  a 
very  doubtful  character,  there  is  surely  no  redeem-* 
ing  trait  in  those  of  Babylon  the  Great ;  for,  col- 
lected as  her  crowds  are  from  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try and  of  the  world,  lost  to  the  salutary  ties  of 
relationship  and  connexion  and  the  necessity  of 
keeping  up  a  character,  as  many  of  them  necessarily 
are,  and  disposed  to  mischief  as  are  a  good  many 
others,  their  assembling  together  cannot  ocmduce 
to  edification,  and  therefore  it  can  have  no  benefi- 
cial result.  Indeed,  its  influence  must  tend  the 
other  way ;  because  the  opinion  whidi  is  held  up 
to  the  world  as  being  their  opinion,  is  but  too  often 
the  mere  dictum  of  the  most  impudent,  and  there- 
fore the  most  worthless  person,  who  thrusts  himself 
forward  upon  the  hustings ;  and  did  they,  who  at- 
tend such  places  more  for  amusement  than  for  any 
thing  else,  take  time  to  reflect  that  they  are  giving 
importance  by  making  themselves  mentally  slaves, 
to  a  man  of  whose  acquaintancfe  they  wouM   be 
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ashamed  in  private  life,  it  is  probable  that  they 
would  take  a  course  somewhat  diffi^^nt 

In  times  of  peace  and  proq)erity,  when  every 
man  finds  employment  and  maintenance,  and  when 
the  majority  entertain  the  cheering  hope  that  thdr 
own  condition  shall  be  bettered,  and  form  plans  to 
carry  into  execution  that  most  patriotic  and  refor- 
matory of  all  wishes— that  their  clildren  shall  be 
wiser  and  better  men  than  themselves,  your  pubUc 
meetings  become  few,  and  your  mob-orators  fall 
into  ridicule  or  sink  into  neglect.  A  healthy  state 
of  the  body  politic  throws  them  off;  and  it  is  only 
when  public  prosperity  is  languid  and  diseased, 
that  they  make  their  appearance.  The  vicissitudes 
of  Henry  Hunt,  and  of  others  who,  Uke  Henry 
Hunt,  attempted,  or  pretended  to  attempt,  the  re- 
pairing of  that  of  the  nature  of  which  they  w&ce 
wholly  ignorant,  is  no  bad  illustration  of  the  truth 
of  these  remarks — ^remarks  which  I  have  been  in- 
duced to  make,  not  because  I  either  need  or  desire 
to  crouch  to  persons  girt  with  authority —not  because 
I  {nrefer  any  thing,  even  leaning  toward  unnecessary 
restraint,  to  that  freedom  of  opinion  and  of  aeticMi 
without  which  a  nation,  govern  them  as  you  will^ 
would  be  amean  and grovelfing  herd ;  but  because 
I  love  liberty,  and  regret  to  see  her  fair  form  stained 
by  bungling  and  dirty  hands,  and  her  sacred  name 
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profaned  by  lips  which  are. not  pure.  No  man  en- 
jojring  that  inheritance,  which  the  very  fact  of  be- 
ing bom  a  Briton— of  having  moral  and  intellec- 
tual room  in  which  his  faculties,  of  whatsoever  kind 
they  may  be,  may  develope  themselves,  and  in 
which  his  talents,  whatever  may  be  their  nature, 
may  have  free  scope  for  exercise — confers, — can, 
unless  corruption  has  mildewed  him  to  the  very  core, 
sit  down  in  calmness  and  retirement,  and  ^Tite  that 
he  wishes  to  see  that  freedom,  that  room  for  ac- 
tion, that  privilege  of  thought,  which,  whatever  he 
is,  have  made  him  what  he  is — ay>  and  which  in 
most,  if  not  in  all  cases,  might  have  made  him 
scnnewhat  better — diminished  by  the  smallest  tittle. 
No ;  so  far  from  it,  he  must  not  only  vdsh,  but  do 
all  that  in  him  lies,  to  purify  its  nature  and  enlarge 
its  magnitude.  But,  in  setting  about  this  honestly 
and  aright,  he  will  inquire  of  himself  what  is  the 
original  cause  of  one  man  being  either  physically 
or  mentally  the  slave  of  another ;  and,  as  he  cannot 
fail  to  discover  that,  in  England  at  least,  the  pro- 
gress of  civilization  has  put  an  end  to  the  slavery  of 
mere  brute  or  brutal  force,  he'  will  learn  that  the 
only  remaining  shackle  is  that  which  enchains  the 
mind  in  ignorance,  and  against  this  his  efforts  will 
be  directed,-^so  that  himself  and  his  countrymen 
may  acquire  more  of  the  forms  of  freedom,  by  pos- 
sessing in  their  own  minds  more  of  the  reality. 
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For  be  it  from  me  to  desire  that  the  voice  of  the 
people  should  be  stifled ! — It  is  a  glorious  voice ; 
it  is  a  voice  which  not  only  keeps  things  right  at 
home,  but  speaks  in  the  soft  words  of  peace  to  the 
friends  of  freedom,  and  in  the  loudest  thunder  to 
her  enemies,  from  one  end  of  the  earth  to  another ; 
and  statesmen  at  home,  and  kings  and  lords  far 
distant,  learn  to  be  vi^Iant,  because  the  people  of 
England  have  an  eye  which  never  sleeps,  a  tongue 
which  not  the  earth  itself  could  bribe  to  silence, 
and  an  arm  which  no  combination,  that  made  dark- 
ness its  covering  or  despotism  its  shield,  could  resist. 
But  such  meetings  as  those  that  are  planned  and 
conducted  by  the  persons,  and  in  the  manner,  that 
I  have  mentioned — of  which  any  one  who  chooses 
to  waste  time  upon  it  may  judge  for  himself,  are 
not  the  people  of  England;  and  the  voice  which 
rends  the  idle  air,  while  the  brazen  puppet  demo- 
lishes iedike  the  structure  of  reason  and  of  language, 
is  not  the  voice  of  the  people  of  England.  That 
voice  is  too  magnificent  in  its  dimensions,  and  too 
refined  in  its  essence,  for  being  uttered  evefi  by  the 
most  learned,  the  most  patriotic,  and  the  most  elo- 
quent of  her  ornaments  ;  aiid  therefore  it  would  be 
madness  to  exact  it  from  those  who  are  in  them- 
selves piere  hur^  and  stains. 


VOL.  II. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

BABYLONIAN  LITERATURE. 


1  suppose  that  even  the  world  itself  could  not  contain  the  books 
that  should  be  written. 

The  Bible. 


If  he  by  whom  those  words  were  written,  ex- 
pressed his  apprehemdon  of  the  inabiUty  of  the  whole 
world  to  contain  the  books  which  the  slow  pro- 
cess^ of  origiual  thought  and  manual  penmanship 
could  have  produced  upon  the  sdngle  subject  to 
which  he  alludes,  how  much  more  wpuld  he  have 
wondered  to  find  the  world  not  only  containing  but 
purcfaa^ng,  and  probably  reading,  the  thousands 
and  ten  thousands— ay  millions^  of  sheets,  and 
pamphlets,  and  volumes,  which  the  Babyl<Hiian  ap- 
p$ratus  sends  forth  year  after  year !  In  all  that  it 
displays,  and  in  all  that  it  p-oduces^  London  is  a 
wonderful  place  {  but  in  no  display,  and  in  no  pro- 
duction, is  it  more  wonderful  than  in  that  of  print- 
ed paper,— every  branch  of  the  art  of  producing 
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which  has  been  so  improved,  or  at  least  so  changed, 
that  literatiDre,  which  used  to  be  one  of  the  most 
slow  and  laborious  operations,  has  become  one  of  tha 
most  Ught  and  rapid.  In  as  far  as  the  impressing 
of  the  words  upon  paper  is  concerned,  the  operation 
seems  one  of  magic.  A  small  steam-engine  clicks 
and  hisses  in  the  comer  of  a  printer^s  cellar ;  the 
roof  is  full  of  trundling  wheels  and  revolving 
chains ;  a  few  machines  are  scattei^  over  the  floor, 
which  a  boy  feeds  at  the  one  end  with  sheets 
of  white  paper ;  and  it  is  but  a  revolution  of  the 
wheels,— an  operation  very  brief  and  apparently 
very  simple,  and  the  same  sheets  of  paper  are  dis* 
charged  at  the  other  end,  printed  on  both  sidesi, 
and  ready  to  be  folded  and  stitched  into  books. — 
Thus  Swift^s  idea  of  a  machine  for  th6  manufac- 
ture of  literature  has  been  realised  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent ;  and  many  will  suspect,  when  they  see  the  na- 
ture of  the  things  produced,  and  would  be  fully 
convinced,  if  they  saw  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  prepared,  that  the  ra^e-work  begins  some- 
what earUer  than  the  stamping  of  the  types  upon 
the  paper ;  for  there  is  many  a  large  showy  and 
pretending  volume  that  comes  forth  with  all  the 
airs  of  originality,  which,  when  you  come  to  ex- 
amine it,  proves  to  be  in  substance  so  very  like  one 
of  ihe  old  ones,  that  you  cannot  ima^ne  that  any 
sort  of  apparatus  more  intellectual  than  a  printing- 
d2 
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machine,  or  any  genius  superior  to  a  peck  of  coals 
and  a  pitcher  of  water,  has  been  expended  in  the 
composition  of  that  which  is  so  very  fair  and  fasci- 
nating to  look  upon. 

I  am  far  from  sapng  that  this  is  wrong ;  for  it 
proves,  that  great  as  the  facilities  in. the  producticm 
of  books  have  become,  they  have  not  kept  pace  with 
the  desire  of  information  on  the  part  of  the  people : 
and  though  at  first  sight  one  might  imagine  that 
there  is  a  little  dishonesty  in  appropriating  the  la- 
bours of  other  men,  more  especially  of  men  who 
are  dead  and  so  cannot  protect  either  their  names 
or  their  property,  yet  it  is  some  consolation  to 
know  that  the  matter  so  appropriated  is  much  more 
valuable — ^much  more  useful  to  society,  than  any 
thing  which  the  appropriator  could  invent  or  make. 
It  is  of  small  consequence  that  that  legacy,  which 
an  author  of  choice  ima^nation  or  profound  re- 
search may  have  left  to  the  world,  is  served  up 
under  a  dozen  different  forms,  and  for  a  dozen  dif- 
ferent booksellers.  The  food  of  the  mind  has  this 
superiority  over  the  food  of  the  body,— that  it  can- 
not be  wasted,  neither  can  it,  if  of  a  wholesome 
nature  at  first,  be  rendered  either  unpalatable  or 
unsafe  by  any  degree  of  bungling  in  those  by  whom 
it  is  cooked ;  and,  just  as  Sir  Roger  de  Coverly^s 
parson  was  the  mobt  eloquent  preacher  in  the  neighs 
bpurhood  because  he  never  delivered  a  sermon  of 
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his  own  composition,  so,  perchance,  are  they  to  be 
held  as  the  most  useful  of  the  Babylonian  book- 
manufacturers,  who  never  compose  a  line  of  that 
which  they  procure  to  be  printed,  but  who,  through 
fear  of  staining  alike  their  fingers  and  their  paper 
if  they  should  write,  perform  every  operation,  save 
that  which  belongs  to  the  printer,  in  the  same  way 
that  a  gardener  trims  a  hedge  or  a  tailor  shapes  an 
article  of  apparel.  I  am  aware  that  fastidious  per- 
sons object  to  this  substitution  of  scissors  for  sense 
in  the  craft  of  book-making:  they  would  have 
nothing  published  but  that  which  is  original,  and 
reckcm  this  transmutation  of  books  nowise  better 
than  the  practising  of  a  fraud  upon  the  public. 
But  those  captious  persons  will  please  to  observe, 
if,  indeed,  they  will  please  to  observe  any  thing, 
that  all  the  practical  advantages  are  upon  the  side 
of  this  modem  method — if  modem  method  indeed 
it  be;  and  those  advantages  may  be  easily  shown. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  perfectly  axiomatic,  that 
the  less  of  original  genius  and  talent  thiit  are  oc- 
cupied in  the  production  of  books,  there  will  be  the 
more  left  to  help  forward  every  thing  elsffe  con- 
nected with  the  progress  of  society,  in  the  arts  and 
the  business  of  life.  Secondly,  it  can  be  no  disad- 
vantage to  those  by  whom  books  are  sold,  or  for 
whose  pecuniary  profit  they  are  understood  to  be 
printed ;  because  a  dull  plodding  personage  is  not 
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only  a  much  more  manageable  but  k  more  laborious 
article,  than  a  man  of  superior  intellect,— <so  that  a 
very  comfortable  dunce  may,  in  his  way,  fabricate 
more  volumes  in  a  year  than  a  man  of  genius  could 
invent  and  compose  in  a  century.  Besides,  as  it  is 
not  the  makers,  but  the  buyers  and  readers  of 
.books,  from  whom  the  vender  derives  his  profits, 
and  as  the  quantity  of  books  bought  and  read  must 
always  increase  in  proportion  as  intellect  and  genius 
increase  among  the  purchasing  and  reading  public, 
it  is  clearly  for  the  interest  of  the  bookseller,  that 
as  much  talent  as  possible  should  be  withdrawn 
from  the  class  of  persons  who  produce  and  prepare 
books,  and  transferred  to  those  who  read  them. 
Thirdly,  if  the  quantity  of  new  pubUcations  were  to 
be  limited  to  the  number  of  new  ideas,  inventions, 
and  discoveries,  they  would  be  few  indeed ;  and  I 
know  not  how  great  a  proportion  of  those  who  con- 
trive, under  the  present  system,  to  get  their  half- 
dozen  of  names,  which  suit  their  half-dozen' of  de- 
partments in  the  vocation  of  letters,  plastered  upon 
the  advertidng  posts,  would  have  to  return  to  those 
shuttles,  and  anvils,  and  hammers,  to  which  tiiey 
had  been  found  incompetent  before  they  attempted 
this  more  manageable  trade. 

There  was  a  time  when  original  thinking  and 
original  writing  sufSced,  and  more  than  sufficed,  for 
all  the  purpDses  of  publication  ;  for,  in  those  days, 
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every  work  that  appeared  was  full  of  novelty  and 
fresh  with  spirit ;  and  besides  these»  many  works 
were  laid  on  the  shelf  in  manuscript,  which 
are  now  received  and  read  with  pleasure  and  ad- 
miration. In  those  days,  h(fwever,  the  profession 
itself  was  a  novelty ;  the  surface  of  darkness  had 
just  begun  to  be  broken,  and  the  whole  world  had 
the  richness  of  a  newly  discovered  and  virgin  soil. 
Every  step  that  a  man  took,  in  which  way  soever 
he  took  it,  was  a  step  toward  information;  and  one 
had  only  to  look  around  him  for  a  Uttle  while,  in 
order  to  find  materiiils  for  a  book.  But  now,  dis- 
covery has  so  completely  explored  the  surface,  and 
labourer  after  labourer  has  so  often  turned  up  the 
"  soil,  that  there  is  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  re- 
maining to  be  known  in  it ;  and  unless  it  be  in  the 
description  of  modem  .  inventions,  and  modem 
modes  of  life,  whidi  lie  within  a  comer  of  the  field 
of  literature,  ahd  not  even  in  that  comer  which  is 
most  interesting  to  general  readers,  th^re  is  ab- 
solutely nothing  new  about  which  a  man  can  write. 
While  those  who  feel  fondly  but  think  superficially 
upon  the  subject,  complain  that  there  are  no  Shaks- 
peares,  and  Miltons,  and  Bacons,  and  Hookers,  and 
Taylors,  in  these  latter  times,  they  do  not  con- 
sider that  the  world  of  intellect*  which  lay  all  fresh 
and  tempting  before  those  intellectual  Alexanders, 
has  now  been  not  only  conquered  by  their  intre- 
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pidity  and  strength,  but  trodden  under  the  feet 
of  their  more  feeble  successors,  till  its  surface  has 
become. a  passage  for  every  wayfaring  man,  and 
its  history  a  tale  which  has  been  thrice  told. 
Nature,  like  Nature's  choicest  productions,  is  ever 
most  charming  when  a  part  of  it  is. concealed;  and 
they  who  withdraw  the  veil,  however  they  may  be 
admired  for  their  hardihood,  or  however  they  may 
delight  the  world  by  the  disclosures  which  they 
make,  leave  but  sorry  work  for  those  who  come 
after,  and  are  reckoned  inferior,  chiefly  because 
mankind  are  already  acquainted  with  all  that  they 
can  do. 

Among  all  the  varied  themes  upon  which  literary 
ingenuity  or  literary  drudgery  can  be  occupied,  the 
choicest  and  the  most  permanent  are  the  analysis 
of  the  human  heart,  the  portraiture  of  the  human 
passiohs,  and  glimpses  of  thie  habits  and  the  ha- 
bitations of  those  mysterious  beings,  with  whom 
Imagination,  until  her  wings  have  been  clipt  by  the 
cold  and  relentless  hand  of  a  desolating  philosophy, 
has,  in  all  ages  and  in  all  countries,  peopled  the 
world.  But  so  thoroughly  did  the  first  adventurers 
gather  in  the  vintage  of  delineation,  in  as  far  as  the 
passions  of  men  are  concerned,  that  scarcely  a  sin- 
gle grape  is  left ;  while  the  a^e  has  been  laid  to  the 
root  of  those  mysterious  trees  upon  which  the 
blossoms  of  fancy  opened  so  fresh,  and  her  fruit 
hung  so  luscious  and  so  inviting. 
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We  comfdain.  that  the  silly  ones,  who  at  the 
present  time  hang  their  harps  upon  the  willow-trees 
by  the  river  of  Babylon,  will  not  make  them  ring 
with  those  sublime  and  celestial  strains,  which  come 
to  us  so  refreshing  through  the  long  vista  of  years. 
But  while  we  do  this,  we  forget  that,  all  feeble  as 
are  the  personages,  and  all  broken,  all  strin^ess, 
and  all  tuneless,  as  are  the  instruments  upon  which 
the  passing  wind  of  the  day  just  wakens  a  wretdied 
note  as  it  goes  by,  those  singers  are  in  a  land  where 
those  songs,  which  of  old  gave  delight,  are  im- 
possible, and  where  they  would  not  be  heeded 
even  cpuld  they  be  procured.  Sublimity  in  poetry, 
and  in  that  prose  which  more  than  any  poetry  is 
sublime,  must  flow  unbought  and  imbidden  from 
the  rock  of  Nature  heriself ;  and  he  whose  chief 
object  it  is  to  measure  labour,  which  is  called  in- 
tellectual, against  the  perishable  subsistence  of  the 
day,  cannot  be  expected  to  produce  any  thing  that 
is  not  equally  perishable.  If  we  would  have  hack 
again  those  intellectual  ^ants  who  hmled  the  day- 
spring  of  English  literature,  we  must  put  both 
knowledge  and  society  in  the  position  in  which  they 
then  were, — ^we  must  have  authors  who  write  from 
other  motives  than  those  which  induce  men  to 
follow  common  mechanical  trades,  and  we. must 
have  a  sufficient  quantity  of  new  knowledge  to 
stimulate  them  to  the  work.  There  has  now  been 
too  much  research  for  leaving  enough  of  novelty. 
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and  too  much  divi^on  and  dissection,  for  leaying 
much  that  is  beautifal  or  sublime.  Mankind  hav^ 
become  too  wise  (or  wondering;  and  the  comtnon 
avocations  of  society  have  waxed  too  numerous, 
and  occupy  too  much  of  men^s  time,  for  permitting 
them  to  rival  in  purely  intellectual  de%hts.  What 
they  demand  is  something  which  shall  eith^  help 
them  forward  in  the  acquirement  of  that  money 
which  the  state  of  things  has  rendered  necessary, 
or  something  over  which  they  may  while  an  idle 
hoiu-,  but  which  shall  not  so  rack  the  judgment  or 
so  take  a  hold  of  the  imagination,  as  to  with- 
draw them  from,  or  incapacitate  them  for,  those 
personal  pursuits  and  those  personal  enjoyments^ 
the  number,  the  desire,  and  the  necessity  of  which 
increase  with  increasing  knowledge,  and  advance 
with  advancing  civilization* 

Sublimity  and  grtodeur  in  imagination  and  in 
intellect,  as  well  as  in  the  material  world,  can  exist 
only  where  there  are  gireat  masses  with  dark  spaces 
between,  objects  at  which  astonishment  may  be 
aroused,  and  gloomy  obscuritiies,  by  which  curiosity 
may  be  excited.  This  was  the  state  of  things  in 
the  olden  time ;  but  now  it  is  as  if  the  hammer 
liad  levelled  down  those  sublime  heights,  and  the 
whole  of  society,  in  its  manners,  Knd  more  parti- 
cularly in  its  mind,  is  undergoing  the  process  of 
Macadamization ;    and   though    the    smoothness 
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which  is  thereby  introduced  be  extremely  favour- 
able for  the  fetching  and  carrying  of  all  sorts  of 
marketable  commodities,  it  answers  not  half  do  well 
for  being  said  or  sung. 

In  all  this  it  is  not  meant  to  be  siud,  that  the 
present  state  of  the  world  is,  in  as  far  as  that  fore- 
most of  all  objects,  human  happiness^  is  concerned, 
worse  than  that  which  has  produced,  and  which, 
were  it  to  return,  would  again  produce,  literature 
of  a  higher  cast :  my  object  is  to  take  off  the 
smart,  if  I  cannot  altogether  secure  the  sting,  of 
what  is  said,  and  what  upon  an  abstract  theory  and 
without  adverting  to  the  circumstances,  deserves 
to  be  said,  of  the  Babylonian  literature  of  the  pre- 
sent day;  and  having,  as  I  trust,  accounted  for  the 
cause,  I  see  not  why  I  should  be  quarrelled  with, 
though  I  now  pay  some  little  attention  to  the  effect 
which  that  cause,  and  nothing  of  course  but  that 
cause,  has  produced. 

One  of  the  most  gentle,  though  not  one  o{  the 
most  clear-sighted,  of  those  seers  who  fell  into 
dreams  and  fancies  as  to  what  the  world  might 
ultimately  .become,  some  thirty  years  ago,  when 
the  usual  progress  or  management  of  it  was  a  little 
unsettled,  and  when  cautious  men  had  given  over 
saying  very  much  about  what  might  happen,  pre- 
dicted the  speedy  arrival  of  a  sort  of  literary 
millenium,  during  which  every  man  should  become 
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his  own  author,  and  read  nothing  but  what  him- 
self had  written.  The  wits  of  the  time  gave  ra- 
ther a  wicked  interpretation  of  this  prediction^ — 
they  alleged  that  writing  was  in  the  progress  of  so 
spreading  out  into  shallowness^  or  so  fuming  away 
in  visionary  clouds^  as  that  nobody  but  the.  author 
was  hkely  to  read  any  thing  that  might  be  Ukely 
to  be  produced ;  and  they  very  insidiously  alleged 
that  the  practice  of  the  prophet  himself  rendered 
this  the  most  legitimate  interpretation  of  his  words. 
But  the  event  has  proved  that  the  seers  and  the 
sobers  were  equally  in  the  wrong;  for  though 
the  more  general  diffusion  of  the  mechanical  arts 
of  reading  and  writing,  the  increased  stock  of  old 
and  serviceable  materials,  and  the  smaller  quantity 
.both  of  skill  and  of  industry  requiidte  for  putting 
those  materials  together,  have  made  authorship  a 
much  more  accessible  and  simple  matter  than  it 
was  even  thirty  years  ago,  yet  there  are,  perh^)8, 
fewer  authors  now  who  produce  books  either  with 
a  view  of  improving  their  own  intellectual  capacity, 
or  from  a  conviction  that  they  have  any  intellectual 
capacity  at  all,  than  there  were  at  the  period  when 
this  prophecy  was  made. 

When,  indeed,  one  looks  at  the  most  numerous, 
by  no. means  the  least  successful,  and  probably, 
nay.  certainly,  not  the  least  useful  of  the  modem, 
schools  of  Babylonian  literature,  one  finds  that  in- 
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stead  c^  every  author  being  the  sole  reader  of  his 
own  books— I  mean  of  those  books  which  he  pro- 
cures to  be  printed,  and  for  which  he  is  paid — he 
is  not  only  not  the  sole  writer  of  them,  but  is 
guiltless  of  every  line,  from  the  title-page  to  the 
colophon. 

If,  therefore,  the  prophecy  had  been,  that  ^^  no 
author  should  write  his  own  books,"  then,  in  as  far 
as  this  school,  which  may  be  styled  the  "  Trans- 
lation," or  rather,  inasmuch  as  it  is  pouring. the 
same  metal  out  of  one  motild  into  another,  wfaieh 
should  be  called  the  ^'  Transfusion''  school  of  Ba- 
bylonian literature,  and  which,  by  the  way,  is  the 
most  Babylonian,  in  the  confusion  which  it  occa* 
sicms,  both  as  to  who  are  the  real  producers  and 
what  is  the  thing  produced,  of  any  other  of  the 
incomprehensible  if  not  endless  variety,— nobody 
would  have  doubted  its  accuracy.  Notwithstand- 
ing that,  under  proper  management,  the  labours 
of  this  school  may  be  made  to  adapt  the  old  lite- 
rature to  the  taste  of  the  day ;  yet  it  is  so  contrary 
to  what  one  would  naturally  expect,  that  one  does 
not  need  to  be  told  that  the  founder  of  it  must 
have  combined  in  his  own  person  the  functions  of 
book-maker  and  bookseller ;  and  so  well  did  this 
founder  appreciate  his  own  capability  when  he 
took  to  it,  that  the  single  and  solitary  work  in 
which  he  attempted  original  authorship,  is  ahnost 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


46  BABYLON   THE    GREAT. 

the  only  one  out  of  the  catalogue  o£  bis  publications, 
as  numerous  as  the  nights  of  the  Arabian  stcny- 
teller,  which  nobody  will  or  can  read.  He  has  been 
enaUed  to  make  many  a  choice  dinner  of  herbs  out 
a!  the  Encyclopaedia ;  the  Spelling-book  has  been 
cooked  into  a  hundred  dishes ;  and  he  has  supped 
and  made  others  wish  to  sup  upon  th^  dry  frag* 
ments  of  the  newspapers )  but  he  has  never  be^n  able 
to  make  any  man,  who  understood  any  one  btanch 
oi  philosophy,  bolt  his  Theory  of  the  Universe. 
Nor  is  this  at  all  to  be  wondered  at ;  for  the  man 
who  could  not  understand,  or  at  least  would  not 
understand,  how  one  volume  was  to  be  made  in  any 
other  way  than  by  making  it  out  of  a  pre-existent 
volume^  could  not  be  expected  to  understand  a 
angle  movement  of  that  which  was  at  first  made 
out  of  notiiing. 

Pitiful  as  the  practice  of  this  schoffl.  is,  and  hurt- 
ful as  it  is  to  the  little  portion  of  original  iixtdlect 
which  such  practice  has  not  scared  away  from  the 
fields  of  Babylonian  literature,  it  is  astonishing  in^ 
what  extensive  use  it  has  come ;  and  thouj^he  by 
whmn  the  school  was  founded  cannbt  boiast-mucH 
of  what  he  has  added  to  the  abstract  value  of  lite- 
rature, he  may  boast  that  he  has  played  more  tricks 
with  fewer  ideas  than  all  the  rest  oi  the  trade  put 
together.  .Nor  has  he  stopped  here;  for  as  he 
has  invented,  or  at  least  brought  to- maturity  and 
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into  general  use,  a  novel  species  of  authorship,  so 
he  h^  been  unprecedentedly  liberal  in  the  dispen- 
sation of  literary  honours ;  and  upon  his  title- 
pages,  and  those  of  them  who  have  copied  after 
him,  there  are  to  be  found  more  Doctors,  and 
Reverends,  and  F  B  Ses,  and  especially  A  S  Ses, 
than  cai^  be  traced  in  all  the  muster-rolls  of  all  the 
public  institutions.  Of  the  modus  operandi  of  this 
school,  it  is  enough  to  say,  that  a  title,  an  author, 
and  a  basket  full  of  books,  are  cdlected  together ; 
a  drove  q{  the  most  raw  <»r  needy  of  the  writing 
tribe  are  assembled,  and  the  wares  are  auctioned 
dpwnwar^s,  till  some  one  agrees  to  take  charge  of 
them  for  less  money  than  would  pay  for  pens  and 
ink  to  write  a  book  of  the  same  dimensions.  If  the 
lot  happoi  to  fall  upon  some  fresh  importaticm, 
whom  the  hope  of  literary  glcxry  has  tempted  from 
the  quietude  of  the  country,  then  he  toils  and 
curses  away,  and,  ten  to  one,  cures  himself  of  his 
folly ;  ,but  if ,  as  is  often  the  case,  it  falls  upon  one 
who  has  already  sunk  through  all  hopes,  then  the 
author  plays  the  employer  at  his  own  game,  and 
the  books  have  to  be  rescued  more  than  once  from 
the  limbo  of  the  three  balls,  before  the  work  be 
ready  for  being  blown  by  distended  vesicles  oi 
words  all  over  the  country.  As  this  is  the  very 
lowest  school  of  Babylonian  literature,  it  may  be 
regarded  as  the  foundation;  and  as  the  foundaticms 
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even  of  the  fairest  structures  are  usually  hidden 
in  the  mud,  not  a  great  deal  respecting  it  is 
known,  and  the  little  that  is,  is  not  worth  being 
recorded.  Those  by  whom  I  found  it  mainly  sup- 
ported were  B.— E.— S.  G.— M.— B.— and  W.  W. 
Another  genuine  Babylonian  school,  of  modem 
foundation,  is  that  which  may  be  called  the 
'*  Hyaena,"  or  "  Body-snatcher''  school.  This  hi^ 
more  lofty  pretensions  than  the  Transfusion  school; 
but  its  labours,  though  they  have  sometimes  made 
much  more  noise  for  a  month  or  two,  are  neither  so 
useful  nor  so  durable.  This  school,  of  which  the 
most  famous  member,  though  not  absolutely  the  ori- 
ginal founder,  either  is  now  or  was  very  lately  in  the 
trade,  ori^nated  in  and  is  supported  by  a  sort  of 
clubbing  of  wits— or,  as  some  will  have  it,  of  want 
of  wits,  between  the  authors  and  the  publishers. 
Their  practice  is,  whenever  any  great  msai  either 
literally  dies,  or  is  so  removed  from  the  scene  of 
their  practices  as  to  be  unable  to  detect  thetn,  to 
manufacture  Lives  of  him,  invent  Memoirs,  and 
collect  and  concoct  Anecdotes,  taking  care  to  seasoh 
such  productions  with  as  much  of  slanderous  ap. 
plication  to  the  living  as  shall  give  them  racines^ 
and  interest,  and  yet  taking  considerable  care  to 
avoid  both  the  statute  and  the  whip.  To  the 
members  of  this  school,  such  a  character  as  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte  or  Lord  Byron  forms  a  perfect 
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treasure;  and  though  they  can  have  nothing  new 
to  say  about  such  characters,  yet  they  contrive  to 
repeat  the  old  stcnies  in  so  new  a  fashion,  that  they 
excite  a  considerable  though  momentary  curiosity. 
The  "Body-snatchers''  are  not  over  delicate  in  their 
taste;  for  wh^n  they  cannot  find  a  great  warrior  or 
a  noble  poet,  they  do  not  hesitate  to  grub  up  the 
rem£uns  of  a  decayed  ballad-singer  or  departed  old 
woman.  Those,  persons  contribute  to  that  which 
is  technically  styled  "  Pure  reading," — not  because 
that  which  is  read  is  remarkable  for  its  literary  or 
its  moral  purity,  but  because  the  reading  of  it  is 
reading,  and  nothing  else — inasmuch  as  it  does 
not  convey,  and  probably  is  not  intended  to  con-  . 
vey,  the  least  particle  of  information.  Like  other 
resurrection-men,  the  labourers  in  this  vocation 
keep  themselves  as  much  concealed  as  possible: 
however,  I  have  understood  that  D. —  F. —  J. — 
L. —  M.-r  and  P. —  and  W. —  had  been  most  suc- 
cessful in  brining  the  practice  to  maturity. 

A  third  school^  and  one  which,  though  it  has 
been  attempted  at  different  periods  of  Babylonian 
history,  never  was  so  industrious  as  of  late  years,  is 
that  which  properly  should  be  denominated  the 
"  Mephitic  school"  of  Babylonian  literature.  The 
founders  and  the  pupils  of  this  school  are  equaUy 
obsciu-e ;  but  I  have  heard  that  the  principal  qua* 
lification  for  admission  to  it  is,  that  the  candidate 
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shall  be  so  nasty  m  his  habits,  so  totally  without 
information,  and  so  gross  and  vulgar  in  his  lan- 
guage, as  that  he  could  not  be  received  any  where 
else.  In  consequence  of  this  they  are  said  to  boast 
that  no  member  of  their  school  has  ever  deserted 
them  to  connect  himself  with  any  other.  Their 
object  seems  to  be  to  render  every  thing  upon 
which  they  can  lay  their  hands  so  o£Pensive,  as  that 
nobody  else  could  touch  it,  and  thus  appropriate 
the  whole  of  it  to  themselves.  I  have  never  met, 
at  least  so  far  as  I  know,  with  any  of  the  members 
of  this  school ;  but  I  have  heard  that  B. —  and  C — 
and  G. —  and  J.  J.-r-  and  P. —  (all  of  course  diflfer- 
ent  from  the  same  letters  which  belong  to  the  other 
schools)  are  among  the  deepest  in  its  practices. 

It  would  be  endless,  however,  to  attempt  a  par- 
ticular  description  of  all  the  schools  into  which  ^e 
ambition,  or  some  other  propensity  of  book-makers 
and  book-venders,  have  broken  the  literature  of 
Babylon  the  Great.  Of  venders  I  might,  for  in- 
stance, mention  *'  The  Kite-flyers,"  who  endeavour 
to  push  their  books  into  notice  by  piietending  that 
they  are  written  by  some  man  of  character,  when 
they  know  quite  well  that  they  have  been  patched 
up  by  some  of  their  own  underlings,  and  at  their 
own  request,  for  a  stipulated  fee  of  so  many  far- 
things a  page ;  and  among  makers  I  could  enu- 
merate the  ^*  Buminators^'  or  "  Cud-chewers,**  who. 
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haying  concocted  or  collected  a  few  scraps  upon 
some  subject^  put  them  together,  and  endeavour  to 
palm  them  upon  the  world  in  every  form  which 
a  permutation  of  chapters  or  paragraphs,  or  even 
sentences,  will  admit :  but  those  who  are  reduced  to 
this  extreme  of  Uterary  poverty,  and  who  yet  have 
too  much  pride  for  entering  the  poor's  house,  and 
being  supported  out  of  the  literary  labours  of  other 
men,  if  they  deserve  no  praise  for  their  conduct, 
ought,  at  least,  to  be  excused  from  paying  taxes  to 
criticism ;  and,  besides,  when  a  man's  house  or  his 
head  is  extremely  ill-furnished,  and  yet  the  man 
contrives  to  content  himself  with  it,  without  being 
in  any  way  burdensome  to  his  neighbours,  that 
man  unquestionably  has  more  merit  than  he  who 
makes  a  greater  display  with  that  which  is  not  his 
own.  But  these,  and  many  other  matters  of  an 
analogous  nature,  as  they  form  no  part  of  the 
philosophy,  or  of  the  avowed,  and,  therefore,  of 
the  legitimate  history  of  Babylonian  Uterature, 
iK)uld  conduce  to  nobody's  edification ;  and  therefore 
they  need  npt  be  brought  out  of  that  obscurity,  in 
which  their  own  nature  and  the  wishes  of  those 
who  practise  them  conspire  to  render  it  proper  that 
they  should  remain. 

That  which  has  been  stated  in  these  paragraphs, 
though  it  be  much  more  abundant  in  the  Babylo- 
nian literature  than  in  that  of  any  other  place,  may 
E  S 
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Still  be  regarded  as  circumstantial  rather  than 
iessentialy — as  being  that  which  it  is  found  expedient 
to  do,  rather  than  that  which  the  parties  are  ca- 
pable of  doing ;  for  aJ&  long  as  the  Babylon  con- 
tinues to  be  the  focus  to  which  the  talent,  n6t  only 
of  the  three  nations  which  compose  the  British 
people,  but  of  a  very  large  number  of  foreigners, 
constantly  is  attracted,  and  the  centre  whence 
the  productions  of  that  talent  emanate,  so  long 
must  its  literature  continue  to  rank  high;  and 
though  there  may  be  some  who  prefer  dulness, 
because  it  is  cheap,  there  will  always  be  others-^ 
and  they  will  necessarily  be  the  best,  and  probably 
the  most  numerous — who  shall  prefer  that  of  which 
the  merits  are  genuine  and  ori^al.  Nor  can  it 
fairly  be  denied,  that  where  there  is  nothing  to 
interpose  between  literary  men,  and  those  who  al- 
ways must  be  in  the  first  instance  the  encouragers 
of  literature,  these,  though  like  all  men  of  busi- 
ness they  wish  to  drive  as  advantageous  bargains  as 
ever  they  can,  yet  possess  and  practise  that  candour 
and  liberality  which  are  so  characteristic  of  the  more 
respectable  part  of  the  Babylonian  merchants  ge- 
nerally, and  which  have  contributed  so  much  to 
the  enriching  both  of  themselves  and  of  their 
country. 

The  same  disposition  to  be  slow  and  wary  in 
forming  a  new  connexion,  and  equally  slow  and 
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wary  in  breaking  off  an  old  one,  which  forms  part 
of  the  general  character  of  John  Bull,  very  often 
renders  a  first  introduction  to  those  Babylonian 
pubUshers,  who  are  really  the  substantial  patrons 
of  talent,  not  a  Uttle  difficult ;  and  there  are  several 
instances  in  which  the  difficulty  is  increased,  by  the 
way  in  which  the  publisher  is  circumstanced  with 
that  portion  of  the  literary  corps  who  form,  as  it 
were,  his  privy  council  upon  all  points  of  judgment 
and  criticism.  Those  authors  who  lounge  most 
about  booksellers'  shops  are  never  the  most  able  or 
the  most  industrious ;  but  they  are  generally  perr 
sons  who  can  stoop  to  little  arts  of  flattery,  which 
men  of  a  superior  description  would  either  despise 
or  be  unable  to  manage :  they  therefore  make  it 
their  business  to  find  out  the  vulnerable  points  in 
him  upon  whom  they  dance  attendance ;  and  as  he 
has  in  general  no  time,  and  sometimes  though  he 
had,  not  much  capacity,  for  judging  of  the  intrin- 
sic merits  of  a  work,  those  persons  contrive  to  get 
the  power  of  judging  into  their  own  hands:  and 
when  they  have  done  so,  it  can  hardly  be  expected 
that  they  shall  not  exercise  it  more  with  a  view  to 
the  securing  of  the  power  which  they  have  got, 
and  making  it  a  profit  to  themselves,  than  of  for-: 
warding  the  interests  of  him  whom  they  have  perT 
suaded  to  trust  them.  Most  of  those  who  have 
been  for  a  considerable  time  in  the  trade,  are  beset 
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by  a  host  of  these  interested  judges,  who  conspire 
together  how  they  may  best  keep  the  bookseller  to 
themselves  and  their  friends ;  and  one  of  the  most 
obvious  methods  of  doing  this  is  to  prejudice  him 
agcunst  every  stranger,  especially  if  they  be  appre- 
hensive that  that  stranger  is  possessed  of  talents 
or  independence  superior  to  their  own.  I  could 
mention  more  than  one  instance  of  publishers, 
who  fatter  themselves  that  they  are  very  know- 
ing, and  completely  masters  of  their  own  decisions, 
and  who  yet  are  so  beset  by  those  who  govern  them, 
while  they  flatter  and  live  upon  them,  that  they 
dare  not  enter  into  any  arrangement  with  a  literary 
man.  This  is  a  state  of  things  very  much  to  be 
regretted,  both  for  the  interests  of  literature  and 
for  the  credit  of  the  literati  themselves :  but  it  is  a 
state  of  things  which  when  it  has  once  taken  place, 
is  very  difficult  to  be  corrected;  and  perhaps  the 
only  effectual  way  of  putting  an  end  to  it  would  be 
to  import  into  the  trade  a  sufficient  number  of  well- 
educated  and  high-spirited  young  men,  who  would 
leave  the  preparing  of  the  bills  of  parcels  and  the 
posting  of  the  ledger,  and  become  their  own  judges. 
Within  the  last  few  years  this  begins  to  be  the 
case  far  more  than  it  was  formerly  ;  and  as  literary 
men  have  been  enabled  to  shake  off  the  lumber  of 
titled  patrons,  one  or  two  more  additions  to  the 
last  and  most  improved  description  of  publishers 
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would  free  the  trade  from  that  mass  of  dulbiess 
and  selfishness,  by  which  it  still  is  in  but  too  many 
instances  fettered. 

The  great  demand  for  books  which  the  increased 
ability  and  desire  to  read  have  produced^  whatever 
effect  it  may  have  had  upon  their  quality,  has  pro- 
digiously augmented  their  quantity ;  and  as  novelty 
(at  least  in  title  and  appearance)  is  a  greater 
recommendation  to  many  than  abstract  worth,  the 
demand  foi:  writers  and  makers  of  books  goes  on 
increasing :  but  the  increase  of  the  demand  bears 
no  proportion  at  all  to  that  of  the  number  of  can- 
didates for  literary  honours,  or,  perhaps,  I  should 
rather  say,  literary  emoluments.  The  termination 
of  the  late  war  crowded  the  Babylon  with  dis- 
charged soldiers,  who  have  very  laudably  en- 
deavoured to  swell  the  scanty  allowance  of  their 
half-pay  by  an  occasional  volume  of  tales  or  travels; 
and  the  great  importation  of  students  of  law  from 
the  Sister  Kingdom,  who  resort  to  the  Inns  of 
Court,  in  order  to  eat  their  way  to  the  privilege  of 
Addressing  the  judges  when  they  get  home^  make  a 
vast  addition  to  the  number.  Though  both  these 
classes  be  very  respectable  in  their  way,  and  though 
their  zeal  to  become  literati  be  far  from  discom- 
mendable ;  yet  whether  they  have  been  the  means 
of  improving  or  deteriorating  the  general  staple  of 
Babylonian   literature,   is  a  question  much    too 
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abstruse  for  my  philosophy.  One  thing  is  certmn  : 
that  as  neither  the  profession  which  the  one  class 
have  left,  nor  that  which  the  other  class  are  pre- 
paring themselves  for,  requires  the  kind  of  disci- 
pline Which  is  demanded  from  him  who  would  be  a 
profound  writer,  neither  of  them  can  add  much  to 
the  solidity  of  that  which  is  pubhshed ;  while,  as 
each  of  them  has  or  should  have  a  sort  of  provision 
apart  from  this  exercise  of  their  talents,  their  impor- 
tation must  tend  to  diminish  the  price  of  literary 
labour,  and  therefore  they  must  to  that  extent  de- 
teriorate the  quaUty  of  the  talent  which  that  labour 
attracts. 

It  would  be  a  curious  speculation  as  to  the  dif- 
ference of  national  character,  to  determine  why  al- 
most all  the  dramatic  poetry,  and  indeed  the  greater 
part  of  the  poetry  of  every  kind,  which  is  at  pre- 
sent offered  for  representation  or  for  sale,  is  of 
Irish  manufacture.  That  it  is,  no  one  who  knows 
what  is  received,  and  especially  what  is  rejcicted, 
will  deny  ;  and  I  doubt  not,  that  if  the  managers 
of  the  theatres  and  the  publishers  of  books  were  to 
be  questioned  on  the  subject,  they  could  say  with 
truth,  that  as  much  verse  from  this  quarter  is  of- 
fered to  them,  as  would  keep  them  going. 

Upon  the  investigation  of  this  singular  fact  I 
shall  not  enter,  but  shall  leave  it  to  those  who  have 
leisure,  inclination,   and  capacity,  for  such   sub- 
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jects.  I  may  however  remark,  in  passing,  that  nu* 
merous  as  the  inhabitants  of  Babylon  are,  and  great 
tudd  varied  as  must  be  the  talents  of  so  vast  and  so 
active  a  multitude,  she  must  import  her  poetry  afs 
well  as  her  paving-stones ;  for  as  there  exist  ilqt 
within  her  artificial  circumference  any  of  the  meaqs 
of  study  which  are  essential  to  the  formation  of:  a 
true  poet,  true  poet  of  her  own  growth  she  can 
have  none.  Her  sons  and  her  daughters  may  try 
to  make  rhymes,  and  they  do  try  to  make  tbemi; 
and  those  rhymes  may  be  accurate  in  their  sylld^ 
bles,  musical  in  their  sound,  correct  in  their  my- 
thology, or  have  any  of  the  other  artificial  attti- 
butes  which  belong  to  the  external  structure  of 
poetry :  but  they  have  not,  and  they  cannot  hav^, 
that  animating  spirit  which  constitutes  the  real 
power  and  the  universal  charm  of  scMig.  That  which 
people  see  or  enjoy,  always  makes  a  more  powerful 
impression  up<Hi  them  than  that  which  they  merely 
think;  and  as  all  that  a  Babylonian  sees  or  en<^ 
joys  is  artificial,  art  must  always  give  the  princi- 
pal tone  to  whatever  he  does  or  writes.  What  the 
poet  of  the  world  understands  the  worst,  is  by  them 
understood  the  best,  and  vice  versd ;  so  that  what 
he  uses  as  the  illustration,  they  use  as  the  subject, 
and  what  he  uses  as  the  subject,  they  use  as  the  il- 
lustration. A  true  poet-^one  whose  beauties  all 
mankind  would  feelr-illustrates  and  amplifies  the 
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works  of  art  and  the  practices  of  life  by  figures 
drawn  from  nature,  and  as  the  illustration  has 
more  grandeur  in  it  than  that  which  it  is  employed 
to  illustrate,  the  effect  is  heightened  by  the  ope- 
ration :  but  one,  who  has  been  constantly  among 
things  and  occtirrences  which  are  artificial,  natu- 
rally employs  the  subjects  of  art  for  the  purpose 
of  explaining  and  amplifying  nature ;  and  as  the 
illustrati(Hi  is  less  dignified  than  that  which  it  is 
used  to  illustrate,  the  effect  of  the  whole  is  duni- 
nished.  Thus  the  poet  would  compare  a  modest 
female  covered  with  a  veil,  to  the  moon  half  ob-^ 
scured  by  clouds;  but  the  chance,  nay  the  cer- 
tainty would  be,  that  your  Babylonian  verifier 
would  compare  the  shrouded  moon  to  the  veiled 
lady.  If  this  instance  be  not  decisive  enough,  try 
another  one.  To  say  that  the  gas-lamp  at  the  cor- 
ner of  the  square  shines  like  the  sun  in  his  meri- 
dian splendour,  though  a  httle  hyperboUcal,  gives 
an  air  of  grandeur  to  the  lamp ;  but  if  you  go 
about  to  heighten  one's  impression  of  the  majesty 
of  the  sun,  by  saying  that  his  splendour  is  equal  to, 
or  even  that  it  exceeds,  that  of  the  gas-lamp  at  the 
comer  of  the  square,  the  accession  made  is  any 
thing  but  that  of  sublimity.  Just  in  the  same 
manner,  if  you  were  to  call  a  perfumer's  shop  fra- 
grant as  Arabian  groves,  you  would  ennoble  the 
shop ;  but  if  you  were  to  say  that  the  groves  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BABYLON   THE    GREAT.  $9 

Arabia  were  fragrant  as  the  shop^  even  though  you 
stated  that  it  belonged  to  his  most  Gracious  Ma- 
jesty's perfumer,  the  groves  would  not  gain  much 
by  the  compliment. 

Of  the  ludicrous,  as  connected  with  human  na- 
ture, the  Babylonian  bards,  from  the  opportuni- 
ties which  they  have  of  observing  it  in  all  its  whims 
and  peculiarities,  have  necessarily  a  very  lively 
perception ;  and  therefore  such  of  them  as  have 
humour,  can  be  very  droll :  though  even  their  drol- 
lery, except  when  they  imitate  the  writings  of 
others,  as  in  the  case  of  the  "  Rejected  Addresses,^' 
cannot  be  properly  appreciated  without  the  bills  of 
mortality.  When,  however,  they  attempt  to  be 
tender  or  sentimental,  they  fail  most  egregiously  ; 
for,  besides  their  ignorance  of  nature,  they  have  no 
means  of  being  acquainted  with  that  which  con- 
stitutes the  moral  charm  of  poetry.  Business  and 
amusement  so  completely  occupy  the  minds  of  peo- 
ple in  a  great  city,  and  in  Babylon  the  Great  in  an 
especial  manner— ^-people  are  so  intent  upon  the  gra- 
tification of  their  appetites,  and  have  time  to  think 
so  little  beyond  that  and  the  means  of  attaining  it, 
that  though  they  may  be  very  honest,  they  never 
can  be  absolutely  pure  in  heart  or  very  elevated 
in  sentiment.  Hence,  when  they  attempt  to  beccmie 
tender,  they  succeed  merely  in  being  silly ;  when 
they  aim  at  i3eing  natural,  they  become  only  non- 
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sensical;  and  when  they  labour  to  be  sublime^  that 
which  they  produce  is  mere  fust^^n. 

These  qualities  necesaarily  belong  to  all  classes 
of  them,  learned  and  unlearned ;  and  when,  as  is 
sometimes  the  case,  they  happen  to  have  devoted 
a  considerable  portion  of  their  time  to  the  poets 
of  antiquity,  thdr  productions  become  the  most 
motley  and  incongruous  things  imaginable ;  for  the 
difference  between  the  figurative  and  mythological 
style  of  the  ancients,  and  the  common-place  percep- 
tions of  those  who  can  observe  only  in  a  crowd,  is  so 
great,  that  when  the  one  is  attempted  to  be  grafted 
on  the  other —as  in  the  poetic  tentations  of  Leigh 
Hunt,  for  instance — ^the  combination  is  so  ill  sorted, 
that  it  requires  no  common  measure  of  good-nature 
to  avoid  laughing,  and  no  small  measure  of  dul- 
ness  to  keep  oneself  from  being  disgusted. 

As  a  proof  of  the  total  ignorance  of  nature  that 
obtains  among  the  singers  of  Babylon,  I  may  men- 
tion that  one  of  the  most  bepraised  of  the  day— r 
one  too  of  the  more  amiable  sex,  who,  if  they  study 
any  thing,  are  always  supposed  to  study  thos^ 
flowers  which  in  sweetness  and  in  beauty  are  un- 
derstood to  be  so  emblematical  of  themselves — ^ac- 
tually does  not  know  the  difference,  even  in  colour, 
between  the  blossom  of  the  apple-tree  and  that  of 
the  pear.  Miss  Landon,  the  authoress  of  "  The 
Improvisatrice,   and  other  Poems,"  upon  whom 
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critics  say  (and  I  shall  not  question  the  truth  of  their 
saying)  that  the  breathing  of  Babylonian  song  has 
come  more  sweet,  more  seittimental,  and  more  true 
to  nature,  than  upon  any  other  of  her  tuneful 
sisters  of  either  sex,  in  a  little  ode  to  the  month  of 
April— the  month,  of  all  months  in  the  year,  the 
best  adapted  for  Babylonian  song — ^has  the  follow- 
mg  lines: — 

''  The  apple-blossom's  shower  of  pearly 
The  pear-tree's  rosier  hue. 
As  beautiful  as  woman's  blush. 
As  evanescent  too !" 

Now,  had  the  gentle  authoress  of  these  pretty 
lines — and,  in  as  far  as  mere  sound  is  concerned, 
they  are  very  pretty — taken  council  of  the  first 
fruit-gardener  that  she  met,  he  could  have  told 
her  that  the  blossom  of  the  apple,  which  she  com- 
pares to  "  pearl,''  is  tinted  with  a  very  fine  crim- 
son, and  that  the  ^*  rosier  hue"  of  all  the  varieties  of 
the  pear-tree  declines  blushing  at  all,  just  as  is  the 
case  with  the  more  stubborn  part  of  the  sex,  and 
remains  absolutely  and  all  along  white.  But  this 
is  not  the  only  illustration  of  the  theory  which  I 
have  laid  down,  that  may  be  drawn  from  those 
fo^r  lines ;  for  the  illustration  is,  as  I  have  said, 
drawn  from  human  nature  and  human  ornament. 
The  white  blossom  of  the  apple-tree  and  the  rosier 
one  of  the  pear,  are  both  said  to  be  "  as  beautiful 
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as  woman^s  blush  ;^  and  the  white  one  is  compared, 
not  to  flakes  of  snow,  which  when  falling  it  some- 
what resembles,  but  to  a  "  shower  of  pearP*— a  spe- 
cies of  rain  which  could  only  be  imagined  by  an 
incautious  miss«  who  had  broken  her  necklace  be- 
fore a  looking-glass.  Poets  have  sometimes  com- 
pared drops  of  dew  to  pearls,  on  account,  doubtless, 
of  their  roundness  and  their  lustre,  and  of  that  ir- 
ridescence  which,  though  not  in  the  same  degree, 
belongs  to  them  both  ;  and  ihej  have  occasionally 
made  the  same  comparison  with  regard  to  a  shower 
of  .rain :  and  this  tuneful  sister,  copying  after  the 
poet^s  copy  of  a  copy,  and  not  after  his  original,  has 
aeen  meet  to  scatter  the  pearls  in  a  shower  of  rain, 
and  make  them  a  fit  emblem  for  the  crimson-tinted 
leaves  of  the  apple-blossom.  The  comparison  oi 
both  the  red  and  the  white  to  "  woinan^s  blush,'* 
even  allowing  the  good  lady  the  poetical  license  of 
making  the  exchange  betweea  the  two  trees,  has 
something  in  it  which  is  exceedingly  droll.  The 
blush  of  a  woman  can  of  course  resemble  the  blos- 
som of  a  tree  in  nothing  except  in  colour,  because, 
allowing  the  said  blossom  to  remain  but  for  ten 
days,  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  imagine 
^  that  the  most  firm-faced  lady  in  the  world  could 
keep  up  the  same  blush  for  half  the  time ;  and 
therefore  the  assertion  made  is,  that  the  blush  must 
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be  sometimes  rosy,  and  sometimes  of  the  colour  dT 
pearl. 

The  lines  of  this  lady  form  so  perfect  an  illus- 
tration of  the  principles  which  I  have  stated,  that 
I  cannot  avoid  quoting  a  few  more : 

^^  The  purple  lights  that,  like  a  sigh 

Comes  from  the  violet  bed  ; 
As  there  the  perfumes  of  the  £a8t 

Had  all  their^odours  shed : 
The  wild  briar  rose  a  fragrant  cup 

To  hold  the  Morning's  tear; 
The  bird*s-eye  like  a  sapphire  star ; 

The  primrose  pale — ^like  fear  T 

^^  The  purple  light"  may  pass,  although,  unless 
when  it  comes  through  a  city  fog,  or  a  stained  win- 
dow or  curtain,  it  is  any  thing  but  purple ;  but 
the  idea  of  light  coming  from  a  '^  vicdet-bed,'^  and 
coming  "  Uke  a  sigh"  too,  as  if  it  were  sorry  to 
rise,  is  an  idea  which  would,  not  have  occurred,  ex* 
cept  to  one  much  more  familiar  with  sighs,  and  vio- 
lets, and  beds»  than  with  the  grey  dawn  of  an  April 
morning.  The  simile,  too,  is  perfectly  Babylonian; 
for  one  would  not  call  the  fragrant  plants  of 
the  East  ^^  perfumes,"^  and  speak  about  their  shed- 
ding ^'  odours  ;^  because,  as  applied  to  them,  the 
perfume  and  the  odour  are  exactly  the  same  thing. 
Miss  Landon  must,  therefore,  have  been  thinking 
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<tf  the  bottles  and  gallipots  of  perfumery  upon  her 
own  toilette,  and  the  sweet  odour  which  diffused 
kself  when  the  stoppers  and  tops  were  removed. 
The  cup  and  the  tear,  though  pretty  enough  in 
their  way,  put  one  so  much  in  mind  of  a  little  girl 
crying  for  her  breakfast,  that  the  whole  of  the 
charm  is  dispelled ;  and  as  for  the  ^^  sapphire  star,^ 
it  would  be  so  like  the  colour  of  the  sky  itself,  that 
not  even  Miss  Herschel,  far  less  Miss  Landon, 
eould  get  a  sight  of  it.     ^^  The  primrose  pal&— ' 
like  fear,"  is,  Iwjwever,  the  cream  of  the  whole.     If 
she  had  been  to  describe  that  plant  by  any  thing 
connected  with  human  nature,  she  ought  to  have 
said  "  yellow — ^like  the  jaundice  (^  for  to  tell  any 
one  who  does  not  know  what  a  primrose  is  like, 
(and  they  of  course  are  the  only  persons  that  need 
to  be  told, )  that  it  is  like  fear,  is  calculated  to  give 
them  about  as  accurate  a  perception  of  it  as  the 
blind  man  derived  from  his  friend's  labours  to  give 
him  a  correct  notion  of  the  colour  of  scarlet ;  "  Oh ! 
I  understand  it  now,**  siud  the  blind  man  at  thie 
close  of  the  lecture ;  '^  it  is  exactly  like  the  sound 
of  a  trumpet  i'^  and  just  in  the  same  manner  may 
the  daughters  of  Babylon,  whose  fairy  feet  have 
never  twinkled  the  length  of  Primrose  Hill j  say  to 
their  tuneful  sister,  *'  Oh !  I  understand  what  a  prim- 
rose is  like  now ;  it  is  just  like  what  I  felt  when  the 
ghost  peeped  in  at  the  folding<»doors.'*' 
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Enough,  however,  of  the  peculiarities  of  Babylo- 
nian song ;  and  enough  of  the  analysis  of  Babylo- 
nian  literature.  The  portion  of  it  which  is  intended 
for  the  geniality  of  the  world  is,  like  every  thing 
else  of  Babylonian  manufacture,  well  calculated 
for  fetching  its  price,  and  keeping  up  its  character 
in  the  market ;  and  when  this  has  been  said,  the 
nieAsiu*e  of  justice  to  it  is  full.  There  is,  however, 
one  department  which  is  so  gigantic  and  so  pecu- 
liar to  the  Great  City  as  to  merit  a  more  complete 
analyns ;  and  to  that  analysis  I  shall  proceed  in 
the  next  Chapter. 


VOL.    II. 
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CHAPTER  III* 

THE  PRESS   a. 


>  The  press,  in  this,  is  like  the  eye, — 
It  sees  aU  else,  but  eaimot  spy 
Its  own  oon^plezioii^  till  you  show  it, 
By  holding  up  the  mirror. to  it: 
'Tis,  as  times  go,  the  best — ^the  worst 
Of  things, — most  wholesome,  most  accurst.'* 


Of  all  the  instruments  of  power — of  all  the 
en^es  or  contrivances  of  man,  whether  physical, 
moral,  or  political^  there  is  none  which  is  by  any 
means  to  be  onnpared  for  rapidity,  for  extent,  and 
for  strength  of  effect,  with  that,  which,  having  the 
throne  of  its  dominion  and  the  centre  of  its  rami- 
ficaticms  in  Babylon  the  Great,  extends  its  control 
over  a  wider  and  more  willing  empire  than  any 
over  which  a  mere  monarch  swayed  the  sceptre, 
under  the  plain  and  unpretending  name  of  The 
Press.  In  every  contrivance,  and  in  every  art, 
by  which  man  can  hold  communion  with  man,  or 
in  virtue  of  which  one  man  can  profit  by  being 
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profitable  to  his  fellows^  the  march  of  modem 
tunes  has  been  grand  and  rapid  beyond  all  prece- 
dent ;  but  in  no  one  of  these  cases,  all  of  which 
have  demobstrated  the  truth  of  the  Baccmian 
axiom,  that  "  knowledge  is  power,"  has  there  been 
any  thing  contrived  like  that  mightiest  of  intel- 
lectual engines,  which  sees  every  thing  of  good  or 
of  ill  in  the  very  moment  that  it  is  happening, 
and  which,  ere  the  sun  has  thrice  girdled  the  worlds 
teUs  the  tale  of  it — ^fearlessly  proclaiming  the  glory 
or  the  shame,  to  all  the  millions  of  the  British 
pubHc;  and  from  them  difiusing  it,  ere  many  we^s 
and  months  have  run  their  course,  to  every  part  of 
the  habitable  globe. 

Babylon  the  Great  may  boast  much  and  most 
worthily  of  the  thickening  crowd  of  her  iiaprovo- 
ments,  of  the  constantly  accumulating  masses  ot 
her  wealth,  of  the  every-day  advances  of  her  arti^ 
zans,  in  the  perfection  of  every  tlung  mechanical ; 
and  in  the  accessions  which  every  season,  every 
week,  and  every  day,  makes  to  the  enjoyments  and 
the  luxury  of  her  population.  She  may  Ind  the 
astonished  nations  come  and  see  what  the  human 
mind,  undebased  by  bigotry  and  superstition,  can 
invent;  and  what  the  human  hand,  undiained  by 
slavery,  can  execute :  but  if  she  would  point  to 
the  most  stupendous  invention  to  which  even  she 
has  given  birth— ^if  die  would  make  known  the  most 
F  2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


68  BABrLON    THE    GREAT. 

invincible  auxifiaxy  of  impfovemeiit  and  liberty, 
whidh  she  had  nurtured  to  perfection,— theti  she 
would  bid  them  look  at  the  thousandisf  tcn^  ten 
thousands  of  channels  by  which  she  poors  iipon  the 
world  that  most  wholesome  and  neds^n^sary  of  all 
knowledge — ^the  knowledge  of  itself.  I  do  not  saay 
that  they  to  whom  the  management  of  this  mighty 
en^ne  is  committed,  are  all  of  them,  or  even  any 
of  them,  the  very  foremost  men  of  their  age,  either 
in^int  of  moral  or  of  inteUectual  superiority.  I 
have  s^d  thM  of  all  gigantic  erectioiis,  the  foun- 
datio'ns  are  laid  deep  in  tlie  dust ;  and  I  need  not 
Conceal  that  many  of  those  things  which  the  press 
"brings  to  b'ght,  are  such  as  men  of  the  very  highest 
order  could  not  be  supposed  to  occupy  themselves 
about :  but  still  the  very  fact,  that  the  press  lets 
in  daylight,  not  only  upon  all  the  machinery  of 
public  life,  but  of  that  of  private,  when  it  goes  out 
of  order — that  no  machination  against  the  libierty, 
the  safety,  or  the  prosperity  of  society,  can  be 
carried  on  without  the  press  knowing  of  it  and 
telling  of  it,— is  evidence  that,  while  it  remains  in 
vigovu*,  the  people  who  enjoy  it  can  neither  be  en- 
slaved nor  corrupted. 

It  would  be  both  out  of  my  way  and  out  of  my 
philosophy,  to  sit  down  and  determine  whether  the 
press — ^that  is,  those  periodical  journals  which  are 
called  the  press,  be  the  parents  or  the  children  of 
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thftt  w)|iich  is  called  public  opnion.  In  their  most  vai'- 
luable  and  rapst  legitimate  exercise  they  are,  strict- 
ly speaking,  the  collectors  of  the  facts  from  .which 
that, opinion,  whatever  it  is,  has  to  be  formed;  and 
in  this  capacity  they  are  infinitely  pore  valuable 
tba^.  if  tha  whole  of  those  who  have  the  man^ig^ 
Toumt  of  them  were  Solons  and  Aristotles.  Tbf 
great  object  to  be  arrived  at,  in  making  a  people 
wis^  and  temperate,  is  to  arm  them  with  the  know- 
ledge of  every  truth  that  can  in  any  way  bear  upon 
their  opinions  or  on  their  conduct ;  and  so  long  as 
they  are  fhus  armed,  there  need  be  no  great  apprie- 
hension  that  their  opinions  shall  not  be  just,  and 
their  conduct  orderly.  It  is  in  this  way  that  the 
press,  even,  amid  a  great  deal  of  erroneous  opinion 
and  angry  practice  on  the  part  of  those  by  whom 
it  has  been  conducted,  has  contributed,  more  per- 
haps than  any  thing  else,  to  raise  England  to  her 
present  condition*  Whatever  of  noble  and  praise- 
worthy is  delivered  in  Senate  or  in  Court,  receives 
the  approbation  of  the  whole  people,  before  the 
air  which  the  first  uttering  of  it  put  in  motion  has 
ceased  to  vibrate;  and  when  any  thing  amiss  is 
uttered  tliere,  the  condemnation  of  an  intelligent 
public  follows  with  equal  rapidity  and  equal  effect. 
In  consequence  of  the  press,  the  public  men  of 
modern  England  stand  upon  a  wider  arena  and 
address  themselves  to  a  more  extended  audience, 
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than  they  of  any  other  age  or  country.  Whether 
they  speak  for  the  weal  of  man,  or  for  his  woe — 
whether  they  seek  to  build  higher  and  polish 
brighter  the  glory  of  their  country  and  of  man- 
kind— or  whether  their  aim  be  to  cast  down  and 
to  tarnish, — the  pen  of  the  recorder  is  at  their  side, 
and  every  word  which  they  utter  is  instantly  sent 
to  the  judgment  of  the  whole  people.  This  is  the 
grand  restraint  which  keeps  the  bad  and  selfish 
motives  and  passions  within  due  bounds,  and  which 
draws  out,  encourages,  and  procures  to  be  reward- 
ed, those  of  the  opposite  and  more  estimable  de- 
scription. 

The  labour  by  which  all  this  is  brought  about 
is  great ;  and  though  the  labourers  be  by  no  means 
few,  their  office  is  no  sinecure.  One  who  has  not 
visited  all  the  public  places  in  the  British  metropo- 
lis, who  has  not  followed  the  march  of  justice,  and 
watched  the  slow  but  silent  progress  of  invention 
and  discovery,  together  with  the  ebbings  and  flow- 
ings  of  public  spirit  throughout  the  whole  land- 
one  who  has  not  done  all  this,  and  collated  aU  that 
he  has  heard  and  seen  with  the  record  and  the  re* 
semblance  of  it  furnished  by  the  public  press^  can 
have  no  idea  either  of  the  extent  or  of  the  accuracy 
of  its  labours.  You  have,  for  instance,  witnessed 
and  listened  to  a  great  debate  in  each  House  of 
Parliament,  upon  which  a  mass  of  fact,  a  volume 
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of  eloquence,  and  a  range  of  subjects,  has  been  dis- 
played, at  which  you  were  utterly  confounded,  and 
the  hundredth  part  of  which,  amid  the  agitation,  the 
changes,  and  the  peals  of  cheering,  you  were  unable 
to  remember,  or  even  to  understand;   but  if  you 
have  so  been,  and  if  on  the  succeeding  morning,  af- 
ter the  lapse  of  about  two  or  three  brief  hours  from 
the  close  of  the  display,  you  have  examined  one  of 
tne  more  able,  respectable,  and  trustworthy  of  the 
morning  papers,  you  must  have  found  that  all 
that  you  had  forgotten  was  recorded,  and  all  that 
you  had  been  unable  to  understand  was  made  plain 
and  orderly  there — that  leaving  out,  with  admi- 
rable tacty   such  speeches  and   such  portions  of 
speeches  as  added  nothing  but  length  to  the  debate, 
though  you  would  Have  wanted  the  excitement  of 
th^  oral  delivery,  you  might,  in  the  remotest  prch 
vince,  or,  at  the  most  distant  period  of  time,  have 
had  a  far  more  informed  judgment  of  the  merits  of 
the  question,  than  though  you  had  listened  to  all 
the  argum^[its  yourself.     Yes — in  less  time  than 
you  could  have  imagined  it  was  possible  to  copy  it 
out  by  the  swiftest  penman,  the  longest  debate  in 
which  tb^  Senators  of  England  can  be  engaged,  or 
the  most  intricate  case  with  which  any  of  the  Eng- 
]uik  Courts  of  law  can  be  occupied,  is  not  only  writ- 
ten aeeurately  and  at  length,  but  printed,  and  in 
the  hands  of  every  man  in  the  capital  who  cm  read, 
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and  spreading  over  the  whole  country  like  wild-fire. 
An  organization  which  can  perform  so  mi^ty  an 
eSott  as  this,  even  granting  that  it  is  mc»f«  of  a 
mechanical  than  an  intellectual  nature,  is  worthy 
not  only  of  being  encouraged  for  its  utility,  but  of 
being  known  and  studied  for  its  curiosity. 

When  you  farther  think  upon  the  number  of 
other  subjects  about  which  the  press  interests  itself, 
and  the  early  and  accurate  information  which  it 
procures  upon  them  all,  you  cease  to  wonder. why 
an^EngUshman  feels  so  very  uncomfortable  wh^n 
deprived  of  his  newspaper ;  and  begin  to  find  out 
that  that  invariable  question  of  "  What  news  ?" 
with  whidi  one  Englishman  salutes  another  upon 
meeting,  haA  a  wider  meaning  than  the  mere  gos- 
sip of  the  morning,  and  that  he  who  puts  it  has, 
in  fact,  asked  what  all  the  world  has  been  doapg, 
in  all  the  multiplicity  of  its  employments,  since  the 
last  chapter  of  its  history  came  abroad. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  avidity  with  which  men 
now  always  read  newspapers,  and  the  dispoffltion 
that  many  have  to  content  themselves  with  that 
species  of  readii^,  has  been  injurious  to  the  pro- 
fimdity  of  thought,  and  for  that  reason  to  the 
division  of  more  substantial  and  permanent  litera- 
ture. But  the  majority  of  men  every  where,  and 
more  especially  in  a  place  of  so  much  wealth  and 
activity,  and  so  little  calmness  and  reflection,  as  the 
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Great  Babylon,  have  no  disp06ition---and  thougli 
they  had,  no  leisure^  either  for  studying  minute!^' 
the  pasrt  history  of  the  world,  or  going  lar  or  deep- 
ly  Into  the  arcana  of  science;  and  hence,  if  Ihey 
did  not  read  newspapers,  they  would  i««d  mthiMg 
at  all;  and  thus  they  would  not  only  be-  ignoranlj 
6f  the  past  and  the  theoretical,  but  ignorant  mi  the 
practice  of  the  day.  For  active  men-^^n^n  wbdse 
business  it  is  to  conduct  either  dieir  awn  afikirs  or 
the  affiars  of  nations,  contemporary  kqcwledge  i^ 
by  fkr  the  most  useful ;  and  in  order  ^o  qualify « 
man  fer  the  amuisements,  the  business,  of  even  C^ 
government/  of  the  worid,  the  periodical  piFoduc^ 
tions  6f  the  Babylonian  press  firm  a  mudi  mcMre 
valuable  library  than  all  that  ever  poet  sung^  or 
philosopher  speculated. 

It  has  again  been  said,  that  the  productions  of 
the  press  are  produced  so  hastily,  and  with  soVei^^ 
anxious  a  desire  to  indude  every  tiling,  that  they^ 
are  apt  to  mislead  by  their  crudeness  and  <^£Rind 
by  their  vulgarity ;  that  there  are  many  thibg»  in 
them  which  are  unsafe,  and  many  odiera  which  it 
is  absolutely  sickening,  to  read ;  and  that  it  woul^ 
be  better  if  they  were  manuftuiitured  by  a  more 
slow  and  careful  process,  so  that  every  tiling  in-them 
might  be  made  both  true  and  tasteful,  by  leaving 
out  all  which  had  not  these  qaalities.  It  seems, 
bowever,  to  be  a  general  law  of  man  himself^  and 
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of  every  thing  that  toan  produces,  that  great  ad* 
vantages  cannot  be  had,  unless  great  faults  be  takei^ 
along  with  them ;  and  that,  if  you  be  over  fasti* 
dious,  you  must  lose  the  good  along  with  the  evil. 
So  long  as  human  nature,  or  that  which  human 
nature  produces,  retains  sufficient  vigour  for  be^ 
ing  energetic,  the  one  and  the  other  must  occasion- 
ally break  into  deformities  and  bend  into  errors. 

It  has  been  especially  objected  to  the  press,  that 
it  has  given  currency  to  opinions  and  disclosed 
practices,  Ae  one  of  which  were  hostile  to  the 
stability  and  .the  other  hurtful  to  the  purity  of 
the  existing  state  of  society ;  but  granting  that 
the  press  has  occasionally  been  a  little  too  free 
in  its  opinions  and  a  little  too  vulgar  in  its  de- 
tiuls,  both  the  one  and  the  other  have  been  pro- 
ductive of  good — of  far  more  good  than  they  have 
ever  produced  evil.  In  the  first  of  these  respects, 
it  is  far  better  that  a  doubtful  or  even  a  dangerous 
doctrine  be  stated  publicly,  than  that  it  be  bandied 
about  from  individual  to  individual,  as  though  it 
were  of  too  mysterious  a  nature,  for  meeting  the 
light  They  who  are  afraid  that  the  attachment 
of  society  to  what  is  good  can  be  shaken  by  any 
thing  that  can,  in  an  age  of  intell^nce  and  discus- 
sion, be  printed,  know  so  Uttle  of  the  nature  of 
man  and  the  organization  of  society,  that  they 
may  be  rated  merely  as  children,  of  a  longer  stand- 
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ing  indeed,  but  of  a  smaller  growth.  It  is  in  the 
dark  only  that  children  are  afraid ;  for,  as  they  know 
not  what  things  the  hidden  space  may  contain,  their 
consciousness  of  their  own  weakness  ever  peoples 
it  with  those  which  are  alarming ;  but  the  moment 
that  light  comes,  the  darkness  vanishes,  and  all  the 
subjects  of  terror  which  it  enabled  the  fearful  mind 
to  create  out  of  nothing  vanish  along  with  it  It 
is  just  the  same  in  philosophy,  in  politics,  and  in 
rdigion ;  and,  whatever  may  be  the  state  of  the 
rest  of  the  world,  one  may  be  always  sure  that  they 
who  are  alarmed  at  any  thing  that  can  be  written, 
are  yet  in  the  dark — ^in  doubt  as  to  the  real  value 
of  that  for  the  stability  of  which  they  are  alarmed. 
The  real  friends  of  those  matters  may  be  very 
thankful  for  what  the  press  has  done,  even  in  those 
respects :  for  if  it  has  been  the  cause  of  discussing 
some  points,  upon  which  those  who  wished  one 
way  are  yet  apprehensive  that  truth  might  lie 
on  the  other,  it  has,  in  all  the  more  important 
cases,  shown  that  those  apprehensions  were  groimd^ 
less ;  and  if  it  has  sometimes  misled  foolish  men 
to  the  sapng  or  the  doing  of  foolish  things,  it 
has,  in  instances  a  hundred  to  one,  pointed  out  the 
right,  and  confirmed  mankind  in  their  attachment 
to  it. . 

The  world,  at  least  the  British  world,  is  now 
somewhat  too  well  informed,  for  being  either  school- 
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ed  or  governed  by  dogmas,  wbiab  it  dqes  not  lui'- 
derstand ;  aod  therefore  it  is  not.  possible  to  cocH- 
ceive  a  surer  means  of  bringing  British  institutions 
into  suspicion  and  ultimate  contempt,  than,  to  imure 
gine,  or  give  cause  for  ima^aing,  that  it  is  any 
body^s  interest  to  conceal  any  thing  about  them* . 

The  last  diree  or  four  years  have  done  more,  aad 
it  is  the  press  mainly  which  has  been  the  iastru«» 
ment  in  the  dcnng  of  it,  toward  the  cleaning  away 
of  this  pernicious  darkneBs,  than  could  well  have 
been  imagined  in  so  short  a  time ;  and  no  on^  em 
tell  bow  dps€^y  the  bounds  of  relationship  between 
the  vulers  and  the  ruled  have  been  drawn  in  conse^ 
qu€qA0e.  .  Each  party  has  seen  that  its  interests 
are  not  only  most  secure  in  existence^  but  most  cer- 
tain of  being  advanced,  when  they  are  showa  to 
be  in  accordance  with  the  interests  of  the  others. 
The  press,  which  has  been,  as  it  weiie,  the  herald 
betw^n  the  parties,  has  brought  this  about,  and 
its  having  done  so  has  merit  and  magnitude  enough 
to  co¥^  a  multitude  of  small  political  sdns. 

With  r^^rd  to  the  indecencies  with  which  the 
press  stands  charged,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
tiiey  have  had  a  wholesome  effect  upon  society^ 
even  although  they  have  not  originated  from  pure 
motives,  or  been  directed  against  the  proper  per- 
sons ;  for  if  men  find  that  even  a  small  offence  will 
come  to  the  notice  of  the  whole  country,  they  cjm 
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have  no  hope  that  a  greater  one  shall  escape. 
Even  personal  matters— matters  whidi,  in  a  less 
informed  and  rational  state  of  society^  would,  if 
published,  hare  set  people  together  by  the  ears, 
have  not  been  without  their  advantages;  and  in 
this  way  the  scorn  wliieh  has  been  brought  ddim 
upon  one  individual,  has  spared  to  hundreds  both 
the  shame  and  the  remorse  of  similar  offences. 

That  with  all  its  imperfections  (and  that  it  has 
not  many  imperfections,  I  am  far  from,  suppbising) 
the  press  has  become,  as  it  were,  a  new  civil  and 
criminal  code — a  law  which  keeps  people  on  the 
alert,  and  <^ompels  them  to  be  circumspect  without 
the  piowling  of  informers,  the  wranglirig  of  bamris- 
ters^  the  s(demnity  of  judges,  and  the  disgrace  of 
punishments, — is  a  truth  which  cannot  be  denied^ 
and  since  it  came  into  universal  and  vigorous  ac- 
tion, it  has  not  only  been  more  efficacious  in  brings 
ing  actual  offenders  to  justice,  but  more  wholesome 
in  preventing  the  commission  of  crime,  and  conse- 
quently securing  the  practice  of  virtue,  than  ifll 
the  old  legal  machinery  put  together.  Indeed,  ^the 
laws  of  no  country  can  be  properly  efficient  with- 
out such  an  auxiliary;  and  those  Govemmentsr 
which  either  prohibit  this  engine  altogether,  or 
fetter  its  exercise  in  any  other  way  than  by  making 
those  who  use  it  for  improper  purposes  amenable 
to  justice  after  they  have  done  wrong,  are,  to  that 
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extent)  the  encouragers  alike  of  public  corruption 
and  oi  private  vice. 

It  is  through  the  medium  of  the  press  only,  that 
that  greatest  of  all  power — public  opinion,  can 
exist  in  so  prompt  and  effective  a  manner  as  to  be 
of  any  great  practical  use ;  and  where  this  is  ndt 
the  case,  however  religion  may  be  propagated  and 
law  executed,  there  is  something  wanting  to  keep 
mankind  right,  and  more  to  stimulate  them  to  im- 
provement. The  one  of  those  powers  has  no  in- 
fluence upon  men,  unless  when  they  are  very  good; 
and  the  fact,  that  in  England  infrequency  of  crime 
does  not  accompany  severity  of  punishment,  shows 
that  the  law,  at  least  in  certain  cases,  has  no  very 
strong  preventive  effect.  ReKgion  is  supposed  to 
operate  in  making  a  man  stand  well  in  the  estima- 
tion of  his  own  conscience,  and  of  Him  of  whom 
that  conscience  is  supposed  to  be  the  vicegerent ; 
and  law,  again,  comes  in  with  its  punishment  when 
the  conventional  statutes  of  society  have  been  bro^ 
ken.  But  between  those  extremes  there  lies  a  wide 
space— a  space  in  which  a  man  has  no  rule  to  guide 
him,  and  no  statute  upon  which  he  can  be  tried, 
but  the  opinions  of  his  fellow-men;  and  hence  it  is, 
that  the  disseminaticm  c^  those  opinions  freely  and 
rapidly,  or  rather  the  circulation  of  ^e  facts,  for 
«very  man  to  give  his  judgment  upon  them,  tends 
so  much  to  preserve  a  wholesome  state  of  society. 
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One  may,  without  much  fear  of  contradiction^ 
pronounce  that  while  the  same  assiduity,  the  same 
intelligence,  and  the  same  boldness,,  which  at  pre- 
sent send  all  public  and  many  private  transactions 
in  England  instantly  before  a  jury  of  the  whole 
country,  without  any  sophist  to  darken  them  or 
any  spedal  pleader  to  bend  them  to  a  side,  the 
intelligence,  the  freedom,  and  the  consequent  pros^ 
pmty  and  security  of  the  coimtry  rest  upon  a  far 
firmer  basis,  than  if  a  constitution  of  the  most 
Utopian  purity  were  established  and  placed  be- 
yond the  possilnlity  of  theoretical  corruption.  That 
which  is  well  constructed  at  first  is  good,  but  that 
which  has  in  itself  a  principle  of  repair  and  repro- 
duction w  better.  The  stream  which  is  clear  at  the 
fountain,  is  worthy  o(  being  priced  there;  but 
that  which  works  itself  clear  as  it  runs,  is  the  most 
wh(desome  throughout  its  course. 

In  these  remarks,  I  have  not  alluded  to  the  poli- 
tical differences,  the  practical  details,  or  the  pecu- 
liar differences  of  those  formis  under  which  the 
pfriodfeal  literature  of  England  appears.  I  have 
adverted  merely  to  the  fact  of  its  existence,  taking 
it  for  granted  that  it  could  exist  without  any  can- 
VnA  from  parties  or  individuals,  or  else  with  the 
bias  of  one  publication  toward  one  side  so  balanc- 
ing that  of  anodier  pablioation  toward  another,  as 
that  the  whde  taken  together  might  be  accounted 
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as  Standing  tolerably  strcught.  I  shall  now  mention 
the  different  classes  into  which  the  vehicles  of  this 
periodical  literature  may  be  arranged;  and  having 
done  sOy  I  shall  then  state  at  least  my  opinion  of 
what  struck  me  as  the  most  remarkable  ones  in  each 
class. 

The  Babylonian  journals  may  with  propriety  be 
divided  into  four  great  classes,  in  respect  both  of 
their  nature  and  of  the  periods  at  the  end  of  which 
they  appear.  There  are  first,  the  daily  papers, — 
those  in  which  the  information  is  presumed  to  be 
all  fresh  and  original — or  at  least  not  taken  at  se- 
cond hand  from  any  other  metropolitan  journal. 
Those  daily  papers  consist  of  nothing  but  news, 
politics,  critical  disquisitions  of  the  events  of  the 
day,  and  commercial,  literary^  and  fashionable  no-^ 
tices.  The  second  class  are  diose  which  are  pub- 
lished weekly.  Of  them  a  considerable  number 
are  manufactured  out  of  the  daily  papers^  and 
served  up,  with  a  few  articles  of  original  matter  as 
Sunday  reading,  chiefly  to  those  who  are  either  un- 
able to  procure  the  daily  papers  or  have  not  time 
to  read  them.  But  in  addition  to  these  there  are 
others,  consisting  partly  of  gleanings  from  books 
and  partly  of  original  disquidtions,  of  which,  as 
might  be  supposed,  the  merits  are  very  .various. 
The  third  class,  like  the  new  moon,  make  their 
appearance  once  a  month ;    and  as  their  period  of 
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prepftir^tion  is  Jo^i^g^,  the  jo^teruds  of  w^iok  they 
are  ^ximposed  are  uiidierstood  to  be  xnore  profound^ 
or  at  all  events  more  labqured  and  .heavy.  ;  ^h^ 
fourth  class  make  their  appearance  quarterly  i  th^jf 
are  few  in,  number,  and  confined  chiefly  to  scientific 
and  literary  subjects.  Besides  these  four  regular 
and  permanent  classes,  there  are;  a.lew, jt^at  pre 
annual,  and  a. few  others  which  fwre  icrfegujtpr  ii^ 
their  appearance;  but  these  are  not  yery  nuiperousi, 
neither  is  their  value  much  tp  hie  boasted  9f, 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

TH£  PRESS  S. 


^  Diurnals  writ  for  regulatioiv 
Of  lying,  to  inform  the  nation.' 


Th^  times  when  one  lie  was  as  acceptable  to  the 
Editor  of  a  daily  paper  as  two  truths— inasmuch 
as  it  furnished  him  with  one  paragraph  in  the  as- 
sertion and  another  in  the  contradiction,  have,  in 
as  far  at  least  as  the  more  respectable  of  the 
modern  Newspapers  are  concerned,  passed  away ; 
and  not  only  this,  but  it  has  become  in  a  great 
measure  unnecessary,  that  each  of  those  person- 
ages should  have  his  political  preserve — ^his  "  ba- 
lance of  power,^  his  standing  army  and  militia 
versus  each  other,  or  some  such  interminable  theme 
of  schoolboy  logic,  with  which  he  could  sport  away 
when  matters  were  scanty.  The  difficulty  now  is, 
not  how,  with  large  letters  and  wide  spaces,  the 
events  of  the  day,  as  found  or  as  fabricated,  can  be 
so  spaced  out  as  to  cover  the  paper,  but  how  they 
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shall  be  so  condensed  and  shortened  as  to  find 
room  in  it. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  this  improvement  has 
been  owing  to  any  voluntary  increase  of  editorial 
talents  and  virtue  ;  for  there  is  no  need  of  defend- 
ing so  doubtful  a  position  as  this,  while  so  satisfac- 
tory a  reason  is  at  hand  in  the  greater  number  of 
occurrences,  and  the  greater  readiness  with  which, 
in  consequence  of  the  superior  facility  of  ccmvey- 
ance,  accounts  of  those  occurrences  can  be  obtained. 
Reporters  for  the  daily  newspapers  are  now  reckon- 
ed as  necessary  adjuncts  as  the  woolsack  in  the 
Lords,  the  sounding-box  in  the  Commons,  wigs  in 
a  Court  of  Law,  or  worship  among  a  quorum  of 
magistrates ;  and  accordingly  we  find  that,  with  the 
exception*  of  their  Lordships,  who  allow  nobody  to 
sit  in  their  presence  lest  they  should  fall  asleep,  seats 
for  those  who  shall  tell  the  world  what  is  said  and 
done  are  as  carefully  provided,  and  as  fully  and  as 
profitably  occupied,  as  for  and  by  those  by  whom 
the  things  reported  are  said  and  dope.  In  addition 
to  this,  men  with  pens  in  their  bands  and  inkhoms 
at  their  sides  are  prowling  about  in  every  public, 
and  in  almost  every  private  place  of  the  Babylon, 
so  that  not  a  mouse  can  stir,  of  which  somebody 
shall  not  write  dovm  the  history.  Farther,  every 
mail-<H>ach  and  every  packet,  in  their  daily  and 
almost  hourly  arrivals,  come  with  a  certain  quan- 
g2 
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tity  of  information.  Indeed  the  materials  are  thus 
render^  so  abundant,  that  in  this  department  there 
is  no  temptation,  and  hardly  any  room,  Soac  inserting 
that  which  id  not  true. 

But, although,  in  consequence  df  thb  great  in- 
crease of  correct  information,  the  manufacturer  of 
a  newspaper  be  spared  the  trouble  of  l)ring  for  him- 
self, and  in  his  own  person,  he  has  still  room  and 
temptation  enough  for  giving  currency  to  the  Kes 
of  others;  and  therefore,  though  the  editors  of  the 
Btibylonito  diumals  be  as  persons  exempted  from 
the  satire  o{  the  poet,  the  diumals  themselves,  as 
things,  are  as  much  within  the  lash  of  that  satire  as 
eveihl  There  are  so  many  visitors  in  the  Babylon 
pos^^hg  more  money  than  wits,  and  so  many  of 
the  Babylonians  themselves  constructed  exactly 
after  the  same  fashion,  that  all  that  an  adventurer 
require,  In  order  to  possess  himself  of  their  money 
n^n  easy  terms,  is  to  procure  circulation  to  the 
pridses  of  some  article  which,  though  it  may  be  as 
icon^moll  as  fog  and  as  useless  a&  dust  in  the 
Babylonian  winter  and  summer,  he  pretends  to 
have  discovered  or  invented  for  the  sole  benefit  of 
that  public,  to  whose  health,,  whose  beauty,  whose 
comfort,  or  whose  wealth,  he  pretends  that  he 
comes  in  all  the  dimnterestedness  and  in  all  the 
power  of  a  mimstering  angel.  Medicines^  which 
not  even  the  vender  could  have  courage  to  give  to 
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a  cur  that  had  bit  him  in  the  streets,  if  he  were 
forced  to  avoir  himself,  to  stand  by  and  to  abide  the 
issue— cosmetics,  which  would  stain  a  shoe  or  dis- 
figure a  lamp-post — ^lotteries,  in  which  gaining  the 
whole  would  be  txiin  to 'a  very  ample  fortune — 
teachers,  who  have  never  themselves  been  instruct* 
ed,  and  who  therefore  cannot  instruct  others — ^pro- 
jectors, who  try  to  gain  that  living  by  something 
new,  which  they  have  failed  in  by  every  thing  ex* 
istent — authors,  like  myself,  of  whose  lumbering 
lucubrations  nobody  would  ever  think  of  reading  a 
single  Hne,  if  its  merits  were  not  previously  recorded 
in  the  diurnal  oracle, — these,  and  a  thousand  others, 
all  different  in  degree  and  in  mode,  but  all  aiming 
at  the  same  object,  are  adequate  to  the  supply  of 
as  ample  a  commodity  of  lying  as  a  man  of  the 
most  giant  conscience  could  desire. 

But  the  grand  source  to  which  the  Babylonian 
journals  look  for  their  emoluments,  is  the  crowded 
advertisements  of  the  redundancies  and  wants  of  the 
pubUc.  The  immense  mass  of  these  which  appears 
every  day,  produces  a  very  considerable  revenue  to 
the  State,  besides  affording  such  a  profit  to  the 
journalist,  as  enables  him  to  carry  on  the  more  la- 
borious but  less  lucrative  departments  of  his  sin- 
gular profession.  Nor  do  they,  by  any  means,  fur- 
nish either  an  inaccurate  or  an  uninteresting  picture 
of  what  is  goii^  on ;  and  perhaps  nothing  enables 
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a  stranger  to  form  a  more  correct  idea  of  the  great 
wealth  of  the  Babylon,  the  rapidity  with  Which  it 
circulates  from  hand  to  hand,  and  the  readiness 
with  which  every  species  of  property  and  of  labour 
finds  both  its  value  and  its  price,  than  a  glance 
over  the  Morning  papers ;  and  when  it  is  consider- 
ed that  a  considerable  number  of  persons  take  an 
interest  in  each  of  the  thousand  or  two  thousand 
advertisements  which  make  their  appearance  every 
day,  one  can  form  some  estimate  of  the  great  hold 
which  the  daily  papers  take  upon  the  commercial 
world,  and  the  great  services  which  they  render  it. 
Reports  of  public  transactions,  and  of  such  pri- 
vate ones  as  it  is  supposed  will  furnish  interest  or 
amusement  to  the  public,  giving  publicity  to  every 
desire  of  the  man  of  business  which  can  be  shaped 
into  words  and  printed  as  an  advertisement,  and 
lending  the  bellows  to  all  descriptions  of  quacks  to 
blow  the  fire  withal,  form  the  three  staple  ele- 
ments or  avocations  of  the  daily  journalist ;  and 
the  merit  and  consequent  circulation  of  his  journal 
depend  very  much  upon  the  skill  and  honesty  that 
he  displays  in  the  first  of  these,  while  his  reward  is 
veryonuch  in  proportion  to  his  encouragement  in 
the  second  of  them.  Independently  of  these,  how- 
ever, almost  every  journalist  has  his  underplot — ^his 
part  which  he  plays,  his  favoiuites  whom  he  pa- 
tronisei^  and  his  enemies  whom  he  pelts  and  per- 
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secutes,  either  for  his  own  interest,  or  sometimes 
his  whim,  directly ;  or  for  his  own  interest,  through 
the  medium  of  a  party  by  which  he  is  praised  and 
patronised)  and  which  he,  as  in  duty  bound,  praises 
and  {>atronises  in  return.  In  proportion  as  he  is 
absolved  from  the  tra];nmels  of  party,  he  becomes, 
catem  paribus^  a  safer  guide  in  all  matters  of  ar- 
gument from  the  facts ;  but  even  in  the  most  in- 
dependent of  the  journals,  and  in  those  which  are 
conducted  by  persons  of  the  greatest  talents,  the 
argumentatiye  part  is  seldom  the  most  valuable. 
One  who  writes  of  the  day  and  for  the  day,  and 
who  both  knows  and  wishes  that  the  topic  about 
which  he  to-day  concerns  himself  so  much  shall  be 
forgotten,  in  order  to  leave  the  field  clear  for  the. 
topic — very  different,  perchance,  both  in  its  nature 
and  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  discussed — of  the. 
morrow,  has  no  time  and  no  temptation  to  go  to 
the  bottom  of  any  subject.  Both  interest  and  ne- 
cessity demand  that  what  he  says^  while  it  sparkles 
to  the  eye  of  the  reader,  should  not  take  much 
study  in  the  comprehension ;  because  those  who 
read  this  part  of  a  newspaper  with  any  view  to 
utility,  read  it  not  as  the  basis  of  profound  thought, 
or  indeed  of  any  thought  at  all,  but  merely  adopt 
and  use  it  as  a  species  of  ready-made  conversation, 
which  shall  enable  theni  to  carry  on  the  external 
formalities  of  speech  at  the  same  time  that  the  in- 
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ternal  machinery  is  drudging  awaj  at  the  intricacies 
of  their  own  business.  Hundreds  of  men  whom 
you  meet  on  the  Exchange,  the  pav^,  or  th^ 
lounges,  speak  the  Times,  the  Chronicle,  the  He- 
rald, or  the  Post,  at  the  same  time  that  the  inward 
thought  is  just  as  unconscious  of  the  outward 
words,  as  though  they  were  at  the  opposite  extre-' 
mities  of  the  Island. 

Of  the  better  established  and  more  effective  daily 
journals,  the  power  has  become  so  great,  that  they 
may  be  regarded  as  patronizing  even  the  most  lofty 
and  important  political  partiies,  rather  than  as  being 
patronized  by  them;  and  of  this  description  of 
newspapers,  though  all  have  their  favourites— men 
whom  they  support  through  good  report  and 
through  bad,  and  the  objects  of  their  vengeance — 
men  whom  they  traduce  through  bad  report  and 
through  good ;  yet  it  is  not  because  they  hope  for 
advantage  at  the  hands  of  the  one,  or  dread  harm 
at  the  hands  of  the  other.  I  by  no  means  say  that 
they  are  too  pure  for  being  bribed ;  but  many  of 
them  are  so  rich  that  the  thing  would  be  expen- 
sive, others  so  wretched  that  even  the  smallest  bribe 
would  be  thrown  away,  and  all  watch  over  each 
with  such  lynx-eyed  jealousy,  that  a  matter  of  this 
kind  could  not  be  carried  on  to  any  extent  with- 
out being  known,  and  if  known  would  so  sink  the 
party  in  the  estimaticm  of  the  public,  as  that  no  bribe 
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Could  compensate  even  for  the  pecuniajry  loss. 
When  it  is  conddered  that  at  least  twenty,  or  per- 
haps thirty  thousand  pounds  a-year,  must  be  ex-^ 
pended  upon  a  properly  conducted  morning  paper, 
without  allowing  a  single  shilUng  of  profit  to  the 
proprietors,  a  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  bribe  (even  supposing  them  to  be  briba- 
ble) that  could  compensate  them  for  the  loss  of  the 
public  patronage,  or  even  tempt  them  to  bring  it 
into  jeopardy.  In  times  of  peSace,  and  with  men  in 
the  House  of  Commgns  so  much  masters  of  Pil- 
worth  as  Mr.  Hume,  it  would  be  difficult  even  for 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  himsdf-^sup- 
posing  England  to  have  a  ChanceUor  that  needed 
to  resort  to  such  a  measure—to  hedge  into  a  cor- 
ner as  much  money  as  would  suffice  {or  buying  the 
control  of  a  well-established  morning  paper,  and 
were  he  to  attempt  a  measure  of  the  Idnd^  he. 
would  have,  ere  he  could  scatter  it  thoough  his  es- 
timates, to  ccmfide  it  to  so  many  persons,  that  one  c^ 
other  of  them  would  be  almost  sure  to  reveal  it^ 
and  then  the  disgrace  of  the  discovery  would  more 
than  outweigh  any  advant^  that  could  be  pro- 
cured from  the  bribe. 

In  times  of  war  indeed,  when  the  hope  of  lucra^ 
tive  employment  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  dislike 
of  affording  the  lucre  without  any  tangible  'cdttiK 
pensation  on  the  other,  stir  up  the  passions  of  meit. 
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till  upon  both  aides  they  be  subject  to  mcnnentary 
privations  c^  reason — ^when  they  hope  every  thing, 
fear  every  thing,  and  ot  course  believe  any  thing, 
one  could  conceive  the  possibility  of  such  arrange- 
ments, as  daily  newspapers  being  under  the  con- 
trol and  in  the  pay  of  political  parties ;  and  it  is 
also  possible  that,  after  the  direct  connexion  has 
been  dissolved  through  fear  of  the  disclosure  which 
the  return  of  peace  and  reason  would  enable  people 
to  make,  there  may  exist  a  species  of  flirtation  be- 
tween the  divorced,  spouses,  just  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  we — ^very  rarely— hear  of  sudi  flirtations  fol- 
lowing  divorces  in  private  life :  but  I  think  I  have 
had  considerable  importunities  of  inquiring  into 
this  matter,  I  am  sure  I  did  not  neglect  those  op- 
portunities, and  the  impression  left  upon  my  mind 
is,  at  least  when  I  was  studying  the  Babylonian 
press,  that,  though  a  few  imderlings,  both  in  office 
and  clamorous  because  not  in  office,  affected  to 
take  the  Elephant  under  their  little  bat  wings,  not 
one  of  them  succeeded ;  and  from  all  that  I  could 
observe  or  hear,  I  feel  convinced,  that  those  which 
are  the  most  free  from  all  attempts  of  this  kind, 
are  at  once  the  most  successful  and  the  most  lucra- 
tive. 

The  daily  newspapers  vary  in  the  labour,  the 
expense,  and  the  value  of  their  contents,  with  the 
periods  at  which  they  appear ;  the  Morning  papers 
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being  those  i^bich  collect,  at  great  expense  and 
with  varied  shades  of  taste,  the  transactions  c^  a 
whole  day,  while  the  Evening  ones,  in  the  more 
costly  departments,  content  themselves  with  bor- 
rowing fr<nn  these,  and  adding  such  matters  of  the 
morning  as  can  be  collected  and  put  in  types  be^ 
fore  two  or  three  o'clock — the  hour  at  which  they 
usually  go  to  press.  The  Morning  paper  is  there- 
fore to  be  regarded  as  the  true  Babylonian  diur- 
nal, while  the  Evening  one  is  little  better  than  a 
second  edition,  abridged  in  the  main,  but  with  some 
few  things  added,  got  up  against  the  departure  of 
the*  post  for  the  information  of  the  provinces. — 
Thus  die  Mornifig  paper  has  not  only  the  more 
extensive  and  the  more  important  duty  to  perform, 
but  it  has  to  perform  it  in  a  much  shorter  and 
much  more  inconv^ient  time ;  while  the  addition 
that  is  thereby  made  to  the  expense,  cannot  be  less, 
in  the  case  <^  a  paper  which  is  properly  conduct- 
ed, than  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  pounds  a- 
year»  The  Morning  paper  must  procure  for  itself 
accounts  of  almost  every  thing  that  happens  after 
mid  day ;  and  when  the  debates  in  Parliament  are 
stormy  and  prolonged,  it  must  contrive  to  get  as 
much  matter  corrected  and  printed  between  eight 
oVlock  in  the  evening— the  earliest  hour  at  which 
important  debates  usually  begin,  and  eight  o'clock 
on  the  following  morning — the  time  at  which,  alid 
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upon  an  average  previous  to  which,  the  pa^rs  ^re 
usually  published,  as  would  make  a  tolerably-sized 
and  by  no  means  uninteresting  volume.  , 

Those  slow-going  personages  who  call  themselves 
literary  men,  because,  after  cudgelling  their  brains 
for  one  six  months,  they  are  enabled  to  produce  a 
little  book  upon  a  less  subject  during  the  next  six, 
would  be  astonished  if  they  were  to  behold  with 
what  amazing  rapidity,  and  yet  with  what  perfect 
accuracy,  this  semi-intellectual  and  semi-mechani- 
cal engine — which  after  all,  has  more  intellect  and 
more  mechanism  in  it  than  any  other  engine  with 
which  I  am  acquainted— does  its  work ;  and  yet 
the  method  is  so  systematic,  and,  to  those  who  have 
been  for  some  time  habituated  to  it,  so  simple,  that 
it  is  not  accounted  the  most  honourable,  neither  is 
it  the  best  rewarded,  department  of  Babylonian  li- 
teratiire.  Still,  however,  it  is  one  of  the  most  ar- 
duous ;  and  as  a  temporary  employment  perhaps  it 
is,  to  those  by  whom  it  is  now,  in  the  minor  papers 
at  least,  in  a  great  measure  monopolized — ^the  Irish 
students  of  law  attending  the  Inns  of  Courts  the 
most  useful,  inasmuch  as  it  gives  them  great  faci- 
lity in  understanding,  remembering,  and  therefore 
replying  to,  what  is  said. 

The  way  in  which  it  is  managed  is  this :  there 
are  connected  with  the  paper  some  fifteen  or  twenty 
reporters,  who  are  all  retained,  and  occasionally 
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occupied  in  attending  and  writing  accounts  of  pub. 
lie  meetings,  and  dinners,  and  trials,  and  sporting- 
matches,  and  all  sorts  of  matters  in  which  people 
are  supposed  to  take  any  interest,  throughout  the 
whole  year.  At  the  commencem^it  of  the  Session 
of  Parliament  these  are  mustered  in  London:  one 
or  two  of  them  are  delegated  to  take  charge  of  the 
more  important  cases  in  the  Courts  of  law ;  one  or 
two  more,  who  are  often  either  superannuated  or  su- 
pernumerary, are  appointed  to  look  after  the  Peers, 
report  when  it  pleases  their  Lordships  that  there 
shall  be  no  debate,  and  take  a  part,  and  ask  assis- 
tance for  the  remidnder,  when  their  sud  Lordships 
are  visited  by  the  spirit  of  eloquence :  and  these 
two  detachments  being  separated,  the  remaining 
and  more  effective  men  are  set  to  note  down  the 
words  of  the  wisdom  of  St.  Stephen's.  This  they 
do,  by  attending  the  House  in  rotation  for  a  lon- 
ger or  a  shorter  time,  according  to  the  effective 
strength  of  the  corps,  taking  notes  in  any  way  that 
they  may  find  most  convenient  while  there,  and 
then  hurrying  away  to  their  respective  offices,  to 
write  at  length  that  of  which  they  have  taken 
notes.  The  reporters  of  a  morning  paper,  of  any 
ParUamentary  character,  never  remain  longer  than 
an  hour  at  a  time ;  and  unless  it  be  when  a  debate 
lasts  very  long,  is  in  one  House  only,  and  is  of  the 
utmost  importance,  they  seldom  remain  a  shorter 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


94  BABYLON   THE    GREAT. 

time  than  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  If  the  speech 
be  an  eloquent  one,  and  delivered  with  even  a  mo- 
derate degree  of  rapidity,  the  quantity  of  notes 
which  may  be  taken  during  three  quarters  of  an 
hour,  will  extend  from  a  column  to  two  colunms  of 
the  smallest  print  in  one  of  the  largest-sized  news- 
papers :  and  as  it  frequently  happens  that  the  same 
individual  has  to  attend  the  House  twice  daring  a 
debate,  it  is  posaUe  that  one  reporter  may  Imve  to 
write  {ui  much  in  the  course  of  one  night,  as  would 
form  a  pamphlet  of  three  or  four  sheets  octavo. — 
The  mere  mechanical  performance  of  this  would  be 
a  task  of  no  very  eai^  accomplishment;  and  the 
(fi£Sculty  is  increased  by  the  necessity  of  under- 
standing not  only  all  the  bearings  of  the  subject 
under  discussion,  but  all  the  extraneous  matters 
that  are  employed  in  the  illustration  of  it,  and  be- 
ing able  to  quote  correctly  all  the  **  ends  of  verse, 
and  sayings  of  philosophers,''  wherewith  the  ora- 
tors season  it. — It  is  thus  that  the  matter  is  ac- 
quired. 

But  after  the  acquisition  of  it,  it  is  still  to  be 
composed  into  types,  the  proofs  have  to  be  cor- 
rected,  the  whole  made  up  into  columns  and  pages, 
and  so  sent  to  press,  whence  it  is  expected  to  issue, 
and  come  in  perfect  to  every  Babylonian  table,  as 
regularly  as  the  rolls  and  butter.  This  again  would 
appear  to  be  a  task  of  difficult  and  even  impossi- 
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ble  accomplishment ;  but  yet  it  is  done,  and  done 
irith  such  apparent  ease  and  regularity,  that  they 
who  are  habituated  to  it  consider  it  nothing  more 
than  an  every-day  buaness— so  every  day  indeed, 
that  though  failure  in  it  would  be  attended  with 
blame,  success  is  not  accoimted  worthy  of  any  of 
the  praise  of  merit. 

In  the  apartment— ^md  it  is  sometimes  neither  a 
very  large  nor  a  very  whcdesome  apartment — ^where 
the  reports  are  written  out,  it  may  happen  that 
there  are  ten  individuals  all  writing  at  the  same  in- 
stant ;  and  so  mingling  their  voices  in  jokes,  tales, 
inquiries  after  quotations,  and  so  breaking  the  elo- 
quence with  pauses  for  tankards  of  ale,  and  basins 
of  tea,  and  mutton  chops,  and  German  sausages, 
and  all  other  materials  for  supporting  and  strength- 
ening the  carnal  man,  that  it  would  puzzle  all  the 
conjurors  in  the  world,  except  those  conjurors  at 
the  waving  of  whose  wands  the  pinted  eloquence 
makes  its  appearance,  to  find  out  how  any  work  <^ 
any  kind  could  be  done  amid  a  confusion  of  sound 
and  of  circumstances  so  perfectly  Babylonian.  But 
it  seems  that  if  th^e  be  stamina  in  the  m^nd,  and 
if  the  spur  of  necessity  be  applied  to  it  with  Miffi- 
cient  smartness,  it  can  not  only  work,  but  work  as 
orderly  as  a  mathematician  and  as  strqngly  as  a 
giant,  even  when  circumstances  seem  the  least  fa- 
vourable for  its  exercise.     Notwithstanding  all  the 
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wit,  all  the  ribaldry,  and  all  the  replenishing  which 
the  exhaustion  of  such  steam-engine-like  laboiu* 
requires,  each  of  them  contrives,  at  the  end  of 
every  minute  or  two,  to  toss  from  him  a  slip  of  pa- 
per so  carefully  written,  that  it  requires  no  future 
correction  ;  and  so  close  to  the  subject,  that  he  of 
whose  speech  it  forms  a  part  has  no  disposition  to 
quarrel  with  it.  In  consequence  of  this  prompti- 
tude and  division  of  labour,  it  very  often  happens, 
that  before  a  Parliamentary  orator  has  got  half- 
way to  his  peroration,  the  editor,  or  other  direc- 
tor, is  reading  in  print  the  opening  part  of  his 
speech,  and  cudgelling  his  editorial  intellect  as  to 
how  he  may  give  it  effect  or  answer,  according  as 
it  happens  to  fall  in  or  not  fall  in  with  the  view 
which  it  pleases  or  suits  his  editorial  ardour  or  his 
editorial  policy  to  take  of  the  matter  at  issue. 

When  any  provincial  matter  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  the  energy  and  the  emulation  of  the  Baby- 
lonian press  is  going  on,  the  efforts  which  it  can 
make  are,  if  possible,  still  more  wonderful.  There 
have  been  instances  in  which  long,  laborious,  and 
learned  pleadings  of  counsel  have  been  delivered, 
^t  not  a  very  early  hour  of  the  day,  sent  up  to 
town  from  a  distance  of  forty,  fifty,  or  sixty  miles, 
printed,  published,  returned  back  agjain,  read  by 
the  counsel  who  delivered  them,  and  by  him  pro- 
nounced to  be  a  faithful  copy,   not  only  of  his 
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meaning,  but  of  his  words,  before  the  opening  of 
the  Court  called  him  to  a  renewal  of  his  labours 
pn  the  following  morning.  There  are  instances 
too,  in  which  lengthened  reports  haVe  been  copied 
out  upon  the  top  of  a' mail-coach  ;  and  when  an 
important  trial  takes  place  within  some  twenty  or 
thirty  miles,  it  is  printed  without  much  more  loss 
of  time  than  if  it  took  place  at  the  Babylonian 
Guildhall,  or  in  the  Courts  or  Chapel  at  West- 
minster. 

,  It  is  this  wonderful  celerity  and  this  unquesti- 
onable accuracy  in  the  Baby  Ionian  press,  that  makes 
it  an  engine  which  cannot  be  imitated,  or  indeed 
understood,  in  any  other  place,— which  will  at  least 
make  it  a  long  time  before  the  same  merits  can  be- 
long  to  the  press  in  any  other  place.  They  can  ex- 
ist only  where  there  is  general  information  and  a 
reasonable  share  of  liberty ;  and  even  where  these 
are,  they  camrot  exist  without  a  dense  population, 
and  a  population  as  wealthy  as  it  is  dense.  As  the 
nations  upon  the  Continent  are  at  present  situated 
and  governed,  they  can  have  nothing  that  is  wor- 
thy of  being  called  a  press,  while  the  American 
States  have  their  population  too  widely  scattered, 
and  are  too  much  a  people  by  themselves,  for  pro- 
ducing any  thing  of  the  kind  that  can  develope  the 
history  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  Indeed,  we  have 
no  evidence  that  an  engine  of  this  kind  can  exist 
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out  of  London,*— at  least  that  it  can  so  exist  upon 
the  great  scale ;  for  though  in  various  parts  of 
provincial  England  there  be  papers  which  are 
very  much  upon  the  alert  in  all  provincial  matters, 
and  which  both  select  from  the  metropolitan  jour- 
nals with  great  skill  and  comment  upon  public 
measures  with  considerable  ability^  yet  if  these 
were  deprived  of  all  that  they  borrow  from  the 
Babylonian  press,  they  would  not  be  much  better 
feathered  than  the  daw  after  his  creditors  had 
forced  him  to  make  restitution. 

Among  the  whole  diurnal  publications  of  the 
Britidi  metropolis,  '^  The  Times'"  obviously  de- 
serves the  first  place, — a  place  so  far  befcnre  any  of 
the  others,  that  there  is  hardly  any  room,  and 
therefore  hardly  any  necessity,  for  a  recal  to  it.  In 
point  of  strength  and  of  sagacity  it  is  Ganesa^ 
the  Elephant;  and,  like  the  Elephant,  its  rapidity 
in  a  straight-forward  course,  is  just  as  great  as  its 
determination  to  stand  still  when  it  so  pkases  itself, 
and  its  power  to  trample  upon  those  by  whom  it- 
self or  its  friends,  and  more  especially  its  cause,  is 
injured  or  insulted. 

Various  other  Journals,  both  daily  and  weekly, 
are  established  either  for  the  avowed  or  the  de^red 
purpose  of  defending  the  principles  and  conduct, 
and  combating  the  enemies,  of  certain  parties  or 
classes  of  men  in  the  country ;   but  the  foundation 
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upon  which  <^  The  Times"  rests  is  far  more  exten- 
sive and  therefore  far  more  secure.  It  is  purely  an 
English  paper — a  real  John  Bull ;  ^  and  it  possesses 
all  the  good  qualities  and  all  the  faults  of  John's 
character.  Like  John,  its  first  care  is  that  its  bu- 
^ness  shall  be  better  done  than  any  body^s  else ; 
like  John,  it  is  honest  and  blunt ;  Uke  Jchxiy  it  is 
apt  to  treat  with  indifference,  and  even  with  scorn, 
every  thing  of  which  it  does  not  perceive  the  use ; 
like  John,  it  speaks  its  mind  freely  ;  and  though 
it  be,  like  John,  a  great  stickler  for  the  principles 
and  even  the  forms  of  the  constitution,  like  him  it 
is  very  apt  to  growl  at  the  details. 

The  very  circumstance  of  "  The  Times"  having 
originated  and  being  conducted  without  party  con- 
nexion, and  solely  as  a  merciintile  speculation — a 
speculation  of  the  same  kind  which  has  raised  so 
many  men  of  England,  and  especially  of  Babylon, 
to  the  summit  of  opulence  and  usefulness,  renders 
it,  if  not  a  better  guide  to  the  formation  of  public 
opinion,  yet  a  more  express  image  of  that  opinion 
as  it  id  formed,  than  any  other  journal  of  the  day. 
This  is  the  most  valuable  quality  that  a  newspaper 
can  possess ;  and  the  example  of  ^*  The  Times'*  has 
proved  that  it  is  the  one  which  conduces  most  to 
the  profit  of  the  propriet<Mrs.  Some  papers  give 
themselves  airs  in  consequence  of  their  supposed 
connexion  with  the  fashionable  world,  and  presume 
h2 
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to  be  silly  in  one  department,  and  careless  in 
another,  because  they  happen  to  chronicle  the 
routs  at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  and  give  pic- 
tures of  the  new  faces — I  beg  their  pardon,  the 
new  feet,  which  waltz  at  Almack's.  Other  papers 
set  the  owl  of  Minerva  upon  the  very  top  of  their 
foreheads,  and  become  so  deeply  learned  upon  all 
subjects,  that  nobody  is  able,  or  indeed  disposed,  to 
look  to  the  bottom  of  them  upon  any.  A  third 
class,  even  when  peace  is  declared  among  the  lead- 
ing men  of  political  factions,  and  they  are  beating 
the  spears  of  their  angry  warfare  into  pruning- 
hooks,  for  the  piurpose  of  lopping  off  the  rotten 
branches  erf  the  tree  of  the  commonwealth  and 
trimming  and  invigorating  the  green  ones,  still 
keep  thumping  at  the  drum  and  squeaking  at  the 
fife,  as  if  they  expected  hostilities  forthwith  to  re- 
commence. Others  lay  hold  of  a  particular  ques- 
tion, or  rather  a  particular  view  or  side  of  some 
question,  and  keep  working  at  that,  from  blunder 
to  blunder,  and  from  nonsense  to  nonsense^  through- 
out all  the  days  in  the  Calendar.  But  none  of 
these  takes  the  same  hold  upon  the  British  people, 
and  especially  upon  the  people  of  the  British  me-  ^ 
tropolis,  that  is  taken  by  "  The  Times.''  To  be 
convinced  of  this,  one  may,  without  comparing  the 
spirit  and  manner  of  the  papers,  merely  compare 
the  number  and  the  variety  of  real  business  adver- 
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tisements  which  "  THe  Times^  contains  with  those 
contained  in  any  other  paper.  These  cannot  be 
obtained  by  private  influence  with  any  person  or 
with  any  class,  for  they  come  alike  from  all  classes, 
in  proportion  as  they  have  to  make  their  wants  or 
their  wishes  known  through  the  medium  of  a  news- 
paper. The  object  of  every  one  who  advertises  is 
that  his  advertisement  should  be  seen  by  as  many 
persons  as  possible ;  and  the  fact  that "  The  Times" 
contains,  upon  an  average,  more  than  twice  as  many 
advertisements  as  any  other  paper,  is  a  proof  that 
it  has  at  least  twice  as  many  readers.  It  is,  indeed^ 
the  only  paper  in  which  this  very  useful  depart- 
ment is  reduced  to  any  thing  like  a  regular  sys- 
tem.  In  most  journals  you  find  them  jumbled 
together  in  the  same  confusion  in  which  they  are 
delivered  at  the  ofiice ;  and  notices  of  "  A  Charity 
Sermon  by  the  Bishop  of  Chester,''  "  Important 
Advice  to  both  Sexes,''  by  an  advertising  quack, 
"  The  Book  of  the  Church,"  by  his  Majesty's  Poet 
Laureate,  and  ^'  A  Child's  Caul  to  be  sold  for 
Twenty  Guineas,"  by  some  old  clothesman  about 
Houndsditch, — ^may  all  be  found  hugging  each 
other,  as  though,  notwithstanding  the  imposability 
of  any  thing  like  relationship,  there  were  still  some 
mystical  principle  of  affinity  which  had  drawn  them 
tt^ther.  In  "  The  Times,"  on  the  other  hand, 
if  you  wish  for  any  particular  kind  of  vendable 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


102  BABYLON    THE    GREAT* 

commodity^  or  if  you  have  any  thing  of  which 
you  wish  to  dispose,  you  know  not  merely  the 
page,  but  the  column,  and  the  place  of  the  co- 
lumn, in  which  to  look  for  that  which  you  want. 
Perhaps  this  arrangement — this  making  so  many 
miscellaneous  things  to  serve  as  their  own  index^ 
may  be  one  of  the  reasons  why  so  many  persons 
prefer  "  The  Times"  as  an  advertising  paper ; 
and  though  it  be  but  a  trifle  in  itself,  it  is  ex- 
ceedingly convenient,  and  saves  a  great  deal  of 
time. 

Another  great  superiority  of  "  The  Times''  is 
the  earliness,  and  in  general  the  accuracy,  of  its 
information.  To  insure  this  it  must  have  a  very 
extensive  agency  in  every  part  of  the  world ;  and 
indeed  so  conscious  are  the  proprietors  that  saving 
in  this  respect  would  not  be  wise,  that  (a&  I  have 
heard)  they  have  been  known  to  employ  fast-sail- 
ing vessels  of  their  own,  and  thereby  out-run  the 
Grovemment  packets  by  several  hours.  This  ear- 
liness* of  information  is  not  only  highly  gratifjring 
to  general  readers  as  matter  of  curiosity,  but  it  is 
essential  to  men  in  many  departments  of  business— 
especially  those  who  deal  in  foreign  exchanges  and 
foreign  securities;  and  this,  joined  to  its  being 
firmly  established  as  the  great  vehicle  ot  advertisings 
secures  for  "  The  Times,"  if  not  an  exclusive,  at 
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least  an  overwhelming  drculation,  among  the  mer- 
chants and  money-changers  of  the  City. 

A  third  advantage  of  ^^  The  Times^  is  the  watch- 
fulness that  it  exercises  in  excluding  every  thing 
which  would  be  violently  shocking  either  to  de- 
c«icy  or  to  humanity.  The  pohce  reports  in  this 
paper  have,  in  the  metropolis  and  its  vicinity  at 
least»  done  more  toward  the  detection,  and  there- 
fore toward  the  prevention  of  crime,  than  has,  per- 
haps, been  done  by  any  other  means  ;  but  in  those 
reports,  "  The  Times''  has  never  made  crime  itself 
a  matter  of  amusement,  or  attempted^  by  clothing 
ruffians  in  the  garb  of  ribaldry,  to  pass  them  off  as 
stage  buffoons  rather  than  serious  enemies  of  so- 
ciety. In  disclosing  the  errors  and  frailties  of  man- 
kind too,  although  "  The  Times"  neyer  attempts 
to  conceal  or  to  palliate  their  faults,  it  is  not  so 
merciless  toward  the  erring  and  the  offmding  as 
some  other  papers. 

A  fourth  superiority  of  "  The  Times'*  is  the  se- 
lection which  it  makes  in  those  tedious  things — ^re- 
ports of  legal  cases.  Perhaps  this  may  be,  in  part, 
attributed  to  its  not  having  the  same  space  to  devote 
to  them ;  but  certain  it  is,  that,  though  every  im- 
portant new  fact  and  new  decision  in  law,  especially 
in  mercantile  law,  be  carefully  recorded  in  "  The 
Times,"  yet  one  has  not  to  wade  to  these  through 
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such  a  mass  of  mere  words,  in  its  columnsi,  as  in  the 
columns  of  some  of  its  contemporaiies. 

These,  and  many  others,  are  advantages  which 
any  person  exercising  common  judgment  without 
bias  may  find  out ;  and  there  are  some  counteract- 
ing circumstances  which  are  just  as  apparent.  I  am 
no  advocate  for  the  exposing  of  faults,  both  because 
mankind  are  adroit  enough  in  the  discovery  of  these 
without  incitement  ^d  without  guide,  and  because 
were  I  to  preach  such  a  doctrine,  I  should  be 
preaching  that  which  would  fall  with  double  weight 
upon  myself  in  the  practice ;  but  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  that  as  "  The  Times^  resembles  the  ele- 
phant in  its  sagacity  and  its  strength,  as  well  as  in 
its  power  of  helping  its  friends  and  avenging  itself 
upon  its  enemies,  it  should  also  resemble  the  ele- 
phant in  keeping  its  indignation  under  the  control 
of  its  judgoient,  and  never  allowing  itself  to  be 
overtaken  by  those  frantic  barkings  and  jumpings, 
which  display  alike  the  wrath  and  the  weakness  of 
less  sensible  and  substantial  animals.  When  ^^  The 
Times''  reproves  with  calmness,  there  is  great 
power  in  its  reproof;  and  when  it  chastises,  having 
the  power  of  thought  the  while,  no  chastisement, 
can  be  more  eflFective— either  for  correction,  where 
that  can  be  eflFected,  or  for  extinguishing  and 
trampling  down,  where  it  cannot ;  but  the  mo- 
ment that  it  allows  itself  to  storm  and  call  names. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BABYLON    THE    6BBAT.  105 

it  becomes  an  elephant  with  his  tusks  broken, 
his  trunk  paralysed,  and  his  joints  stiffened — a 
shorn  Sampson^  over  whom  even  the  feeblest  of 
the  Philistines  may  gain  at  least  a  momentary 
advantage. 

Another  sin  of  *'  The  Times"  is  its  utter  want 
both  of  taste  and  of  time  in  the  matter  of  Ba^ 
laam.  I  do  not  mean  the  false  prophet  who 
caused  Jacob  to  sin  and  suffer  woman ward^ — 
indeed,  I  have  no  allusion  at  all  either  to  false- 
hood or  to  prophecy:  but  there  is  a  certain  in- 
gredient entering  into  the  composition  of  every 
newspaper,  and  almost  every  periodical  journal — 
and  not  of  these  only,  for  it  forms  the  principal 
part  of  many  and  many  a  book,  without  the 
learned  author'^s  being  aware  of  its  use,  or  even 
of  its  existence — which,  for  what  reason  I  know 
not,  is  named,  after  thcTass-admonished  seer,  Balaam. 
In  books,  this  is  generally  an  original  commodity, 
and  in  many  books  it  is  the  only  thing  that  is 
original;  but  with  the  editors  of  periodical  joumds, 
and  more  especially  with  the  editors  of  daily  news- 
papers, it  is  the  name  of  certain  gleanings  with 
which  the  paper  is  to  be  eked  out,  in  case  the  news 
and  advertisements  of  the  day  shall  be  too  scanty 
for  fiUing  it  completely.  Those  who  are  not  over- 
burdened with  advertisements  acquire  consider- 
able  tact  in  the  use  of  this  balaam,  and  not  only 
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keep  it  in  very  nice  correspondence  with  the  topics^ 
of  the  day,  but  sometimes,  by  concealing  the  sources 
whence  it  is  derived,  and  altering  a  few  words  at 
the  begmning  and  end  of  each  paragraph,  manage 
to  give  it  so  much  the  air  of  originality,  that  it 
very  often  passes  current  as  their  own.  "  The 
Times,''  however,  does  not  need  to  beg,  and  scorns 
to  appropriate;  and  as  its  conductors,  from  the 
press  of  advertisement^  and  other  matters,  have 
not  much  experience  in  the  use  of  balaam,  they 
contrive,  when  they  are  obHged  to  resort  to  it,  to 
select  their  articles  so  perfectly  out  of  date,  as  that 
no  man  can  help  seeing  that  they^re  stuck  in 
merely  because  nothing  more  important  has  oc- 
curred to  fill  the  space  which  they  occupy. — 
Another  sin  which  occasionally  besets  "  The 
Times'*  is  strong  prejudice  upon  sundry  points 
both  of  politics  and  of  taste.  Those  prejudices 
indeed  have  in  genei*al  this  in  their  favour — that 
they  lean  toward  that  sturdiness,  if  not  perfect 
clearness  of  principle,  which  is  found  in  every  ten- 
dency and  propensity  that  is  wholly  and  absolute- 
ly English ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  their  better  qua- 
lities, one  may  easily  forgive  them  these.  I£^  for 
instance,  the  people  of  any  other  nation  give  them- 
selves airs,  and  lay  claim  to  any  thing  superior  to 
that  of  the  same  description  which  is  found  in 
England,  "  The  Times''  is  not  only  apt  to  take 
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offence,  but  to  betray  that  ignorance  and  indifference 
in  respect  of  other  nations  which  John  Bull  not 
only  possesses,  but  boasts  of.  If,  however,  they  be 
not  interfered  with,  they  have  a  good  deal  of  the 
same  blunt  generosity  which  runs  through  the  cha- 
racter of  John  Bull ;  and  though  it  be  altogether 
impossible  to  reason  them  out  of  their  prejudices, 
and  indeed  useless  to  attempt  it,  they  contrive;,  if 
you  let  them  alone,  to  get  rid  of  them  themselves. 

But  the  grand  quality  of  "  The  Times''  is  its  inde- 
pendence— ^the  utter  inabiUty  of  any  quack  or  im- 
postor to  make  it  appear  as  though  the  conduc- 
tors of  "  The  Times,"  from  their  own  conviction, 
and  in  their  own  words,  say  what  he  wishes  to  be 
said  of  his  nostrum,  his  project,  or  his  production. 
It  is  true  that  their  columns  are  open  for  adver- 
tisements, in  any  form  that  the  advertiser  sees 
meet,  excepting,  as  I  have  heard,  some  of  the  more 
offensive  and  immoral  species  of  quackery ;  but  stilt 
the  people  of  "  The  Times''  take  especial  care  that 
no  opinion,  right  or  wrong,  excepting  tlieir  own  vo- 
luntary opinion,  shall  be  made  to  appear  as  theirs. 
The  advertiser  may  construct  his  puff  as  summarily 
as  he  pleases, — ^he  may  begin  it  with  the  words,. 
"  We  have  seen  with  pleasure,"  "  We  have  heard 
with  delight,"  or,  "  We  have  great  satisfaction  in 
being  able  to  state  ;"~and  he  may  go  on.  in  the  same 
stnun  in  such  a  way,  as  that,  without  some  mark 
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set  upon  his  writing,  even  a  very  good  judge  would 
suppose  that  the  editor  of  the  paper  were  stating, 
out  of  sheer  admiration,  that,  of  the  truth  of  which 
he  was  firmly  convinced  from  his  own  personal 
knowledge,  "  The  Times"  receives  all  this,  and 
prints  it ;  but  by  prii\ting  the  single  word  "  Adter- 
tisement  at  the  top  of  it,  they  afford  akey  to  the  whole 
matter,  and  show  the  most  simple  and  careless  reader, 
that  the  opinion  thus  attempted  to  be  palmed  upon 
the  public  as  theirs,  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a 
projector  puffing  his  own  project;  and  when  a  para- 
graph appears,  proclaiming  the  great  advantages 
which  are  to  result  from  the  establishment  of  a  com- 
pany, the  inexpressible  benefits  that  a  nostrum  or 
a  cosmetic  has  conferred  upon  the  world,  the  great 
talents  of  some  candidate  for  pubUc  fame,  the  as- 
tonishing genius  with  which  a  book  has  been  writ- 
ten, or  any  of  the  other  marvellously  good  qualities 
which  the  necessity  or  the  impudence  of  an  adver- 
tising man  sets  forth,  is  by  means  of  the  magical . 
commentary  of  this  little  word  shown  to  be  a  piece 
of  self-praise,  then  the  effect  is  absolutely  ridiculous. 
I  have  often  been  disappointed  in  pictures,  and 
books,  and  other  matters  of  a  similar  kind,  to 
which  I  had  seen  the  most  extravagant  praise 
given  by  the  editors  of  papers,  whom  I  had  no 
reason  to  regard  as  fools ;  and  repeated  disappoint- 
ment in  this  way  has  induced  me,  before  I  placed 
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confidence  in  any  little  leading  paragrt^h  that 
appeared  in  another  paper,  to  look  into  ^^  The 
Times,''  in  order  to  see  whether  the  same  thing, 
or  something  analogous,  was  to  be  found  there 
stamped  a  counterfeit,  by  having  the  same  word 
"  Advertisement*"  branded  on^its  front. 

This  practice  may,  in  the  eyes  of  some,  appear 
somewhat  harsh  toward  the  poor  wight  who  con- 
cocts the  paragraph  and  pays  his  money  for  its 
insertion ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  great  justice  toward 
the  public,  and  a  most  effectual  means  of  keeping 
up  the  character  of  the  paper,  and  ^ving  weight 
to  its  decisions  when  it  happens  t6  decide  upon  the 
merits  of  any  thing,  in  its  own  language.  If  you 
find  any  praise  or  censure  in  "  The  Times,'' 
which  is  not  marked  as  an  advertisement,  you  may 
always  be  sure  that,  right  or  wrong,  that  is  the 
unbought  opinion  of  the  conductors  of  the  paper, 
or  of  those  to  whom  they  delegate  the  management 
of  the  particular  department  to  which  the  article 
judged  of  belongs.  In  this  way,  though  the 
people  of  "  The  Times"  may  err,  and  no  doubt  do 
err,  in  their  own  judgment,  they  can  never  be  sup- 
posed to  mislead  from  those  interested  motives 
which  necessarily  influence  those  persons  of  whom 
the  thing  praised  is  the  property,  or  who  are  in 
possession  of  something  to  which  the  thing  censured 
is  a  rival. 
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tn  many  other  papers,  when  a  criticism  on  a 
book,  for  instance,  is  given,  you  neter  know  whe- 
ther that- criticism  comes  from  the  proprietor  of 
the  book  as  a  paid  advertisement,  or  from  the 
editor  of  the  paper  as  a  piece  of  honest-inteiitioned 
criticism ;  but  when  such  a  thing  appears  in  "  The 
Times,''  without  the  mark  as  aforesaid,  you  can 
always  be  sure  that  they  have  examined  the  matter 
and  question,  and  that  what  they  say  is  the  result 
of  that  examination.  J  am  far  from  saying  that 
they  are  infallible  oracles, — that  they  may  not 
sometimes  praise  a  thing  which  is  really  bad,  and 
at  other  times  censure  a  thing  which  is  really  good; 
but  still  it  is  a  great  matter  to  have  a  court  in 
which,  though  there  must  be  human  frailty,  and  it 
may  be  a  little  private  favouritism,  there  can  be 
no  direct  bribery  and  corruption. 

In  consequence  of  their  greater  supply  of  matter 
which  yields  them  money,  and  their  attention  to 
the  events  of  the  time,  the  conductors  of  "The 
Times''  have  not  much  room  for  miscellaneous 
criticism :  and  this  being  the  case,  it  may  naturally 
be  supposed,  that  there  must  be  something  which 
strikes  them,  at  least,  in  that  which  they  select ; 
and  this  ^ves  an  additional  value  to  their  prsdse, 
as  well  as  an  additional  severity  to  their  censure. 
I  know  not,  and  I  do  not  care  very  much,  how 
others  may  feel  upon  such  subjects :  but  if  I  were 
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any  way  anxious  of  that  ephemeral  praise  which  is 
to  be  gleaned  from  the  columns  of  a  worshipper, 
"  The  Times''  would  be  the  one  from  which  I  would 
most  anxiously  glean  it ;  but  if  I  were  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  appljdng  for  such  a  thing,  "  The 
Times'*  would  be  the  very  last  paper  to  which  I 
would  apply, — and  I  would  do  this  from  a  con- 
viction, that  if  I  said  or  did  any  thing  that  they 
saw  meet  to  notice,  they  would  notice  it  without 
any  hint  from  me ;  but  that  if  I  attempted  to  give 
them  such  a  hint,  then  I  should  be  apprehensive, 
that  "  the  more  I  asked  them,  the  more  they  would 
not  do  it." 
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CHAPTER  V, 

THE  PRESS  y. 


Now  look  through  Fate !  behold  the  scene  she  draws  f 

What  aids,  what  armies,  to  assert  her  cause ! 

See  an  her  progeny — illustrious  liight ! 

Behold,  and  count  them,  as  they  rise  to  light. 

As  Berecynthia,  while  her  offspring  yie 

In  homage  to  the  mother  of  the  sky, 

Surveys  around  her  in  the  blest  abode 

A  hundred  sons,  and  every  son  a  god : 

Not  with  less  glory  mighty  Dulness  crown'd 

Shall  take,  through  Bahel^  her  triumphant  round. 

And  her  Parnassus  glancing  o*er  at  once, 

Behold  a  hundred  sons,  and  each  a  dunce/' 


It  is  not  only  a  singular  fact,  but  a  fact  from 
which  conclusions  highly  favourable  to  the  good 
taste,  discernment,  and  independence  of  the  public 
may  be  drawn,  that  '^  The  Times,"  the  paper  which 
obtains  the  largest  and  most  lucrative  share  of  pub- 
lic support,  is  almost  the  only  one  which  is  neither 
supported  by  any  political  party  or  single  class  of 
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persons,  nor  rests  its  claims  upon  the  superiority 
with  which  any  of  its  single  departments  is  con- 
ducted, or  the  merits  of  any  one  individual  engaged 
in  the  conducting  of  it. 

The  Morning  Herald  is,  after  "  The  Times,"  an 
independent,  or  perhaps  I  should  rather  say,  a 
mercantile  speculation  of  the  proprietors;  and, 
therefore,  like  every  other  mercantile  speculation, 
it  naturally  looks  for  its  support  to  the  whole  pub- 
lic, rather  than  to  any  one  class.  But  it  entirely 
wants  the  general  taste  and  tact  of  ^^  The  Times  ;^ 
and  it  owed  the  commencement,  and  owes  the  con- 
tinuation of  its  success,  more  to  the  attention  which 
it  pays  to  the  errors  and  crimes  of  society,  and  the 
turn  which  it  has  of  converting  those  naturally  re- 
pulsive subjects  into  matters  of  amusement,  than 
to  the  earliness  or  the  accuracy  of  its  general  in- 
formation, or  the  soundness  and  depth  of  its  poli- 
tical or  critical  opinions.  Nobody,  at  least  nobody 
with  whom  I  ever>  spoke,  either  quoted  his  infor- 
mation from  ^^  The  Herald,^  or  appealed  to  it  as  a 
standard  of  opinion.  One  never  finds  it  introduced 
by  political  men,  as  a  matter  of  caution,  like  *^  The 
Times,^  or  as  a  matter  of  praise  or  censure,  like  the 
party  papers.  One  seldom  hears  its  opinicm  ap- 
pealed to  as  the  test  by  which  the  profesaobrs  or 
productions  of  the  fine  arts  are  to  be  judged,— ^ 
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and  one  very  seldom  finds  its  words  quoted  in 
booksellers'  advertisements.  One  cause  of  its  not 
being  referred  to  upon  these  latter  subjects,  may  be» 
that  by  imitating  "  The  Times'*  in  putting  the  word 
**  Advertisement^  at  the  top  of  those  paragraphs 
wluch  are  manufactured  {or  the  purpose  of  quota- 
tion, it  prevents  thepossibility  of  quoting  those  ex«- 
pressions  which  it  would  be  most  agreeable  for  the 
parties  to  quote :  but  there  is  a  more  substantial 
reason;  when  "  The  Herald''  does  veidture  to  give 
van  opinion  upon  a  literary  subject,  or  a  subject 
connected  with  the  finer  principles  and  more  skil- 
ful practice  of  the  arts,  it  contrives  to  show,  that 
that  is  so  much  a  matter  without  the  pale  of  its  or? 
dinary  occupations  and  congenial  feeUngs,  that  it 
is  unable  to  say  much  that  is  worthy  of  being 
quoted.  It,  in  short,  betrays  a  want  of  knowledge 
and  a  want  of  love  of  such  subjects,  which  take 
away  the  merits  of  its  praise,  and  bhmt  the  ^i^ 
of  its  censure;  so  that  a  man  who  aims  at  any 
thing  hitler  than  the  broad  amusemctit  ot  the 
public  for  the  passing  hour,  is  apt/to  be  indifferent 
as  to  what  may  be  written  about  him  in  ^^  The 
Herald." 

Still,  howcTer^  though  not  an  instructing,  ^'  The 
Herald"  is,  as  timies  go,  and  the.  tastes  of  men 
(ui^ortunately  perhaps)  lean,  a  very  amusing  pub* 
lication  withal ;  and  there  are,  both  in  the  Babylon 
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and  elsewhere,  thousands  of  persons  who,  I  doubt 
not,  would  be  very  willing  to  sacrifice  all  the  phi- 
loso{diy,  all  the  patriotism,  all  the  learning,  and 
-all  the  taste,  provided  that  thereby  they  could  se- 
cure a  continuation  of  that  broad  humour,  that 
making  merry  at  faults  and  failings — ^that  dressing 
up  of  ignorance  and  vice,  as  motley  harlequins  and 
facetious  clowns,  which  is  afforded  to  them  by  "  The 
Herald.^  And  it  mu^  be  admitted,  that  if  one 
could  bring  oneself  to  believe  that  nightly  brawls 
in,  the  streets,  and  squabbles  in  the  watchhouses, 
and  scenes  in  the  police-offices,  were  the  fittest 
subjects  about  which  to  make  merry,  then  *'  The 
Herald"  would  be  a  very  clever,  and  deserve  to 
be  a  very  popular,  journal.  That  the  thoughtless 
— those  who  are  bent  upon  what  they  call  fun,  and 
who  care  not  what  degradation  or  misery  that  fun 
may  produce  to  others,  should  like  the  court  col* 
loquies,  the  ludicrous  groups,  and  the  singular 
actions,  whidi  *'  The  Herald""  sets  before  them,  can 
easily  be  imagined ;  nor  will  it  be  denied,  that, 
amid  the  mass  of  that  which  fastidious  persons 
would  call  offensive  matter,  there  are  often  delinea- 
tions so  droll,  so  graphic,  so  perfectly  Hogarthian 
both  in  the  outlines  9nd  the  filling  up,  that  they 
overcome  the  powers  of  the  most  grave  and  philo- 
sophic face,  and  even  bespeak  a  patient,  if  not  a 
favourable  reading,  for  other  delineations,  wfaichj 
i2 
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without  the  others,  would  be  scorned  and  scouted, 
because  of  their  unmingled  offensiveness. 

Although!  am  far  from  being  of  opinion  (though 
to  be  sure  my  opinion  is  not  worth  much,  and  so  • 
I  am  asking  nothing  for  it),  that  the  subject  upon 
which  "  The  Herald"  avowedly  rests  its  prindpal 
hopes  of  success,  is  either  the  most  honourable  in  its 
nature,  or  the  most  beneficial  in  its  effects  upcHi  the 
morals  or  the  taste  of  society,  I  am  very  ready  to 
admit  not  only  that  its  execution  is  admirable,  but 
that  it  may  occasionally  do  good.  When,  indeed, 
one  observes  the  power  of  fancy,  the  tact  in  obser- 
vation, and  the  ready  hand  at  delineating,  which 
appear  in  the  police  reports  of  "The  Herald,''  one  * 
cannot  help  regretting,  .that  the  labours  of  so  very 
eminent  a  workman  as  they  must  employ.in  this  de* 
partment,  must  perish  through  the  perishableness 
of  his  materials..  Were  he  to  take  a  range,  some- 
what wider,  dip  his  figures  when  made  in  the  philo- 
sophic waters,  to  give  them  long,  if  not  immortal 
duration,  and  so  group  them  together  as  to  repre- 
sent the  general  habits  of  classes,  instead  of  the  in- 
sulated acts  of  individuals,  such  a  man  might  be- 
come in  effect,  what^  candidly  speaking,  he  seems  to 
be  in  power— a  sort  of  literary  Hogarth,  and  do  for 
the  lower  and  lost  classes  of  society,  what  many, 
with  powers  far  inferior,  attempt  to  do  for  the  up- 
per and  aspiring.  ■ 
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One  is  the  more  disposed  to  regret,  that  suofa  ^an 
artist  should  trace  his  figures  in  the  sabd^  and  >sd 
have  to  trace  other  ones  after  the  retuni  of  jerery 
tide,  when  one  perceives  that  his  talents  are  Aot^ 
Kke  some' of  those  who  attempt  to  be  dridl  altet 
the:  same  fashion,  confined  to  the  ludicrous  iiip«- 
peairances  and  expressions  of  any  <Hie  class  at 
persons.  •..,.. 

.  There  are  some  who  can  hit  off  the  oddities  ot 
Babylon  with  great  effect,  (as  for  instance  one  or 
both  authors  of  the  "Rejected  Addresses,'')  there 
are  others  who  can  be  very  graphic  in  setting  forth 
the  Fives'  Court  and  the  ring,  and  there  is  a  third 
class,  who  know  the  very  depths  of  debauchery,' 
and  can  throw  a  clear  light  upon  the  darkest  pages 
in  the  history  of  human  transaction ;  but  when 
any,  or  when  all  of  these,  attempt  to  step  beyond 
their  vocation,  the  drollery  shifts  from  the  thing  de- 
scribe^  to  the  describer — the  world  ceases  to  ku^' 
at  the  incongruities  of  the  subject,  although  they 
may  still  be  unable  to  maintain  the  gravity  of  their 
muscles,  in  consequence  of  the  incongruity  that 
there  is  between  the  subject  and  the  delineation.  I 
have  heard  a  story:  told  of  a  painter  who  had  ar- 
rived at  considerable  celebrity,  in  consequence  of 
the  great  effect  with  which  he  delineated  the  ass,*.^ 
an  animal  which,  though  it  has  great  favour  for, 
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and  perhaps  ooofliderable  reUtioDslup  to,  muiy  other 
classes  of  learned,  eloquent,  and  ekgant  persons, 
isa  favomlite  with  none  but  with  the  painter.  I 
will  not  go  into  the  philosophy  of  the  matter,  as 
to  whether  this  jncturesque  and  patient  quadruped 
is  scorned  by  poets,  by  prosers  Uke  myself,  and 
by  quill-men  in  general,  upcm  the  same  grounds 
and  for  the  same  reasons  that  men  attempting  to 
rise  in  the  woAd  always  shun  their  poor,  humble, 
and  contented  relatives :  I  will  not  enter  upon  this 
jnece  of  philosophy ;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  it  is  a  very  promiang  one,  and  really  many  of 
the  knots  of  wise  heads  in  Babylon  the  Great,  not 
excepting  those  wisest  of  them  all,  the  Royal  So- 
cieties of  Arts  and  of  Literature,  appear  to  me  to 
have  sometimes  busied  themself  about  mattes  not 
much  more  elevated  in  the  study,  and  which  did 
not  promise,  and  I  may  say  did  not  prove,  more 
useful  in  the  solution*  To  them,  therefore,  I  leave 
the  philosophy,  making  my  leg  with  e31  manner  of 
submissive  admiratiofi^  and  proceed  tojtate  the  tact. 
This  painter,  who,  as  I  have  said,  had  gotten  much 
renown  in  consequence  of  the  great  accuracy  with 
wluch  he  CQuld  imitate  an  ass,  was  not  oont^ted 
with  the  glory  thence  resulting,  but  would  needs 
delineate  landscapes  and  groups  of  human  figures : 
but  so  strongly  had  the  ass  taken  hold  of  his  ima- 
gination— so  completely  had  it  usurped  dominion 
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over  him,  that  whatever  was ;  the  subject  of  his 
picture,  and  whatever  it  appeared  to  he  like  upon 
a  very  near  inspecticHi,  when  removed  to  a  proper 
distance  you  would  always  trace  m  it  a  very  dis- 
tinct image  of  the  donkey,— -some  two  great  men, 
^"cat  women,  great  castles,  txc  great  trees,  were 
alu^ys  periled  up  in  one  place  like'  the  ears,  and 
so  on  through  all  the  other  members  of  that  which 
the  lortist  would  have  avoided  if  he  could. 

It  is  just  the  same  with  those  delinealcars  of  drol- 
lery of  whoin  I  speak.  They  do  the  ass  well ; 
but  they  should  content  th^nselves  with  it ;  for  of 
a  surety  it  is  apparent  in  every  thing  they  attonpt, 
whetW  they  do. intend  it  <n*  not.  It  is  the  ab- 
sence of  this,  not  mannerism,  but  individuality  of 
conception,  which  constitutes  the  great  charm  of  the 
police  reporter  for  ^^  The  Ho^ald;^  and  therefore 
lus  case  is  exactly  ihe  reverse  of  that  of  the  painter, 
seeing  that  he  must  always  stick  to  the  ass,  whether 
his  forte  happen  to  lie  there  or  not 

I  have  heard  it  objected  against  ^^  The  Herald,^ 
and  against  other  papers,  which  either  generally,  or 
upon  particular  subjects,  write,  or  attempt  to  write, 
after  the  same  fadiion,  that  by  so  writing  they  give 
a  sort  of  ielat  to  crunes,  and  thereby  entice  peopte 
to  the  commission  of  them.  This  may  be  a  very 
virtuous  opinion;  but  like  many  other  opimons 
which  flow,  or  are  intoided  to  flow,  from  an  exu- 
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berance  of  virtuous  feeling,  it  is  not  excessively: 
wise.  That  the  style  in  which  the  faults  and  the 
follies  of  society  are  delineated  in  "  The  Herald," 
may  make  folks  better  acquainted,  not  only  with 
the  fact  that  such  tUngs  are  committed,  but  with 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  committed,  I  do  not 
deny ;  but  I:  have  yet  to  leani,  and  I  suspect  that 
the  rest  of  the  world  has  yet  to  learn,  that  the 
making  of  any  thing  notorious,  provided  that  it  be 
at  the  same  time  made  ridiculous,  tempts  men  to 
the  commission  of  it.  On  the  contrary,  the  very  cir- 
cumstance of  making  police  reports — things  which 
have  something  repiilsive  in  their  very  nature — pa- 
latable and  sought  after,  is  one  step,  and  a  very  de- 
cided step,  toward  the  prevention  of  the  matters 
they  turn  into  ridicule.  It  may  be  possible  that 
a  few  fools  ma.y.  do  silly  things  from  the  vanity  of 
,sedng  themselves  in  print,  but  the  nuniber  even 
of  them  must  be  very  few ;  while  knaves  will  never 
do  knavish  things,  from  a  desire  of  having  ihsm 
known.  In  as  far,  therefore,  as  the  prevention  of 
criibe  is  concerned,  the  ca^e  in  favour  of  the  police 
reportsis  decided,   c      . 

:  But  .'they  have  another  advantage:  they  are 
powerful  auxiliaries  in  the  detection  of  whatever  rf 
evil  has  been  rdone.'  In  a  place  like!  London,'  the 
,most;ext^[i6ive,  honest,  and  jynx-feyed  pohce  cannot 
be  whblly  sufficient  for  tracing  the  ^ramificaticms 
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of  iniquity.  There  are  pieces  of  information  to 
be  obtained  from  individuals  with  whom  the  po- 
lice cannot  have  any  intercourse,  but  which  may 
be,  and  often  have  been,  brought  to  light  by.  the 
mere  publication  erf  other  crimes  committed  by  the 
same  parties  in  the  newspapers ;  and  if  the  police 
magistrates  were  to  be  examined  upon  the  point, 
I  hlive  no  doubt  that  they  would  admits  that  since 
the  press  paid  so  much  attention  to  the  matter, 
their  labours  have  been  more  ei&cient. 

There  is  yet  one  farther  advantage  of  this  species 
t>f  publication^  and  that  is,  the  effect  which  it  has 
upon  the  police  themselves.  This  has  some  happy 
effects,  as  it  regards  their  Honours  upo^  the 
benches ;  but  it  has  many  more  as  it  regards  those 
whom  they  must  employ  in  the  inferior  depait- 
meht  A  magistrate,  who  knows  that  a  miUicm  erf 
persons  will  read  every  word  he  says,  and  decide 
upon  every  judgment  he  gives,  within  a  few  hours 
after  it  is  delivered,  must  be  upon  the  alert;  and 
when  the  oi&cers  employed  know!  that  so  vigi- 
lant a  watchman  has  his  eye  upon  them,  they  ^»ifU1 
pause  before  they  enter  into  those  collusions,  which, 
in  former  times,  were  so  common  as  to  be  the  foun- 
dation of  proverbs.  The  general  improvements  <rf 
the'  age  may  have  done  a  good  defl  towardslnringi- 
ing  the  police  of  London  .to  its  present  state  of  effi- 
ciency and  comparative  purity  ;  but  I  am  disposed 
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to  think,  that  the  rendering  of  police  reports  an 
object  of  general  interest  and  curiosity  has  done  a 
good  deal  more. 

That  by  this  means  wounds  may  be  given,  and 
very  often  are  actually  given,  to  the  feelings  of  in- 
dividuals who  ought  not  to  have  their  feelings  so 
wounded,  cannot  be  denied  ;  and  that  there  have 
been  cases  in  which  **  The  Herald***  has  been  very 
reprehensible  in  this  way^  is  equally  true;  but 
there  is  no  need  at  this  time  <^  day  for  menticming 
that  the  casual  abuses  which  may  take  place  in  the 
exercise  of  any  function,  are  no  argument  against 
its  general  utility.  That  whidi  is  calculated  to 
effect  great  good,  mnat  always  be  of  an  active 
nature,  and  for  that  reason  dangerous  when  it  gets 
into  the  hands  of  the  ignorant  or  the  heedless ;  and, 
just  as  is  the  case  with  those  who  pervert  jreligion, 
and  medicine,  and  liberty,  and  wealth,  and  all  other 
great  and  valuable  diings  to  mischievous  purposes, 
the  ignorant  or  injudicious  uses  to  which  pohce  re- 
porting has  been  prostituted,  are  no  argument 
against  the  thing  applied— they  merdy  affect  the 
mode  of  its  application^  and  perhaps  in  it  they 
have  done  far  less  injury  to  the  feelings  of  indivi- 
duals, compared  with  the  great  good  that  has  r&. 
suited  to  society  generally,  than  has  occurred  in 
the  exerdse  of  any  power  of  the  same  extent,  and 
the  same -activity. 
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The  Morning  Chronicle  once  stood  at  the  head 
of  what  may  be  conddered  as  party  journals,  and 
in  some  respects  it  then  stood  at  die  head  of  the 
whcde  daily  press.  The  late  Mr.  Perry,  to  whom 
it  owed  its  rise,  and  whose  death  brought  about 
its  sinking,  if  not  its  fall,  belonged  to  a  class  of 
persons  who  cannot  be  kxdced  for  among  the 
every-day  pr(q)rietors  and  editors  of  newspapers ; 
and,  therefore,  the  celebrity  of  '^  The  Morning 
Chronicle^  being  all  along  more  dependant  upon 
him,  as  an  individual,  than  upon  any  superiority 
in  the  other  departments  of  its  management,  i^t- 
turally  became  weak  when  his  str^agth  was  with- 
dmwn  from  it.  Mr.  Pary  possessed,  in  no  in- 
ferior degree,  the  attributes  oi  politician,  manc^ 
the  world,  and  man  of  taste ;  and  if  he  was  not 
just  so  profound  as  a  philosofdier,  en*  as  a  critic, 
as  the  wcnrld  was  disposed  to  give  him  credit  for 
being,  they  gave  him  the  credit,  and  that  answered 
the  purpose  equally  well.  During  hb  lifetime, 
^^  The  Chronicle^  was  not  only  by  common  report 
the  Whig  paper,  but  the  editor  and  proprietor 
himself  was  admitted  a  party  ih  the  concocting 
oi  most  of  the  Whig  plans,  and  bore  his  share 
in  every  ^ort  that  was  made  for  the  carrjring  of 
those  plans  into  caiecution.  In  those  days,  the 
Whigs  were  not  cmly  a  more  popular,  but  a  more 
powerful,  united,  and  gifted  par^  than  they  are 
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in  these .  latter  times ;  and^  from  those  circum- 
stances, their  accredited  organ,  which  always 
played  in  dignified  strMis,  command^  much 
more  respect  than  any>  similar  organ  could  now 
command.  ^ 

In  addition  to  his  political  superiority,  Mr. 
Perry  had,  and  probably  deserved^  the  character 
of  a  kind  of  arbiter  ekgantiartwi ;  and  in  virtue 
of  this -character,  his  account  of  the  motiyes  and 
movenfents  of  the  fashionable  world  were  counted 
SO:  [superior  to  those  of  any  other  editor,  that  his 
pqper^was  sought  after,  for  its  fashionable  intel- 
li^l^ue,  by  many  who  were  hostile  to  its  politics. 
Bfisidfis,  he  had  the  skill  to  select  the  best  artists; 
both  as  servants  and  as  amateurs ;  and  in  con- 
se(|uence  of  this  **  The  Morning  Chronicle,^'  in 
its  better  days,  was  certainly  the  most  brilliant 
paper  of  that  time,  and  perhaps  superior  to  any 
thing  that  has  been  aince  introduced.  There  was 
a  spirit  in  its  poetry,  a  smartness  in  its  anec- 
dotes, and  a  gentlemanly  air  even  in  the  severed 
of  its  strictures,  together  with  a  careful  avrnding 
of  all  details  and  circumstances  by  which  delicaqr 
could  be  materially  offended,  that  rendered  it 
better  adapted  for  being  the  newspaper  of  the 
polite  world,  than  any  of  its  contemporaries; 

But  the  death  of  Mr.  Perry,  the  decline  of  the 
Whig  party,  the  total  dissolution  of  aJl  connexion 
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:  least  of  all  avowed  connexion,  between  the  re- 
main^  of  that  party  and  the  paper,  its  passing  into 
other  and  very  different  hands,  and  the  attempts 
that  app^ir  to  have  been  made  to  bring  it  into 
competition  with  the  common  mercantile  and  hot* 
house  journals,  have  completely  destroyed,  the 
former  character  of  "  The  Chronicle,"  without  giv- 
ing it  any  thing  that  can  be  called  a  character  ^  in 
return.  At  present  it  is  probably  the  most  labo- 
rious of  all  the  Babylonian  journals;  and  yet ^  it, 
perhaps,  labours  to  less  purpose  than,  any  of  i^em. 
In  its  reports,  it  grasps  at  every  thing,  good,  in- 
different, and  bad ;  and  it  seems  to  ba  watchful 
en(H]gh  after  news;  but  there  is  such  a  total  want 
of  discrimination  and  taste,  and,  above  all,  of  life 
and  spirit  about  it,  that  its  labours  do  not  turn  to 
half  the  account  of  those  of  others  who  are  not 
half  so  laborious.  i  >      y  . .    ^ 

In  addition  to  those  wants  of  *>  The  Chrpnide,"  it 
has  some  qualities  which  it  wcnild  be  a  gre^t  deal 
better  without : — ^Upon  many  points  of  pipliticsvand 
political  economy,  it  is  by  far  too  much  the  doating 
and  dogmatical  disciple  of  theories  and;  principles 
which  no  sensible  man  can  hold,  and  no  man  of 
very  delicate  mind  would  wish  to  be  .brought  into 
practice.  I  shall .  not .  mention  all  its  erroneous,  or 
rfither  offensive  frailties  upon  such  points,  but  I 
may  mention  that  ^^The  Chronicle^  either  is  labotir- 
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ing,  or  was  not  very  long  ago  labouring  at  two  of 
the  most  hopeless,  and  to  all  men  of  good  taste  and 
right  feeUng,  two  of  the  most  revohing  ph>jects 
that  eyer  acddentaUy  took  possesion  of  the  human 
head  when  they  fcnind  it  "  To  be  let  unfurnished,^ 
^-the  eleyation  of  profligate  ii^delity  into  the  place 
which  religion  occupies,  and  the  substitution  of  the 
dregs  of  French  vice  for  the  good  old  purity  of 
English  domestic  society.      I    know  not   why  I 
should  conceal  the  parties  for  whom  >'  The  Chro- 
nicle,^ at  least  at  one  time  laboured--^they  were 
Stchard  Carlile,, and  a  soi-disant  philosopher,  whose' 
place  is  some  where  westward  of  Temple  Bar ;  the 
one  of  whom  laboured  (and  peiiiaps  did  it  through 
terror  of  starvation,  which  was  at  least  some  exte* 
nuation  of  his  labour)  to  set .  men  altogether  free 
from  the  restraints  of  religion,  and  the  oAer  la- 
.  boured  (and  if  he  did  it  without  any  necessity  of 
pecuniary  reward,  that  was  no  eixtenuatioii  of  his 
labour)  to  introduce, among  the  motst  heedless  and 
most  helpless  class  of  his  fellow^subjects,  notions 
which  would  have  gone  far  to  subvert  not  iKerely 
the  moral  pristciples,  but  the  natural  feelings,  of  a 
large  proportion  of  the  poois^  classes. 

Th^re  was  no  possibility  for  any  jcmmals  wading 
through  such  sloughs  as  these,  without  being  both 
soiled  and  encumbered  by  the  stains;  and  though 
I  am  far  from  suppc^ng  that  ^^^The  Chronicle'*  was 
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not  thinking  that  it  was  in  good  earnest  promoting 
the  weal  of  mankind  when  it  was  working  at  these 
matters,  yet  even  ^^  The  Chronicle^  itself  does  not 
need  to  be  told,  that,  in  a  public  journalist,  ig- 
norance of  this  kind  is  just  as  mischievous  in  its 
effects  as  if  the  same  conduct  sprung  from  known 
and  perverse  wickedness. 

In  addition  to  those  circumstances,  ^*  The  Chra- 
nicle'^  is  beset  by  a  species  of  poking  and  p^nrerse 
obscurity, — a  faculty,  in  consequence  of  which  it 
is  continually  labouring  to  render  dark  subjects 
which  are  naturally  plain  enough,  and  to  persufde 
people  that  there  is  great  depth  in  the  shallowest  of 
all  possible  matters.  There  is  still  a  good  deal 
both  of  learning  and  of  power  about  it ;  but  the 
learning  is  of  that  kind  whidi  the  age  ^ther  never 
has  learned,  or  has  been  at  some  pains  to  forget; 
and  the  power  is  so  perfectly  unmanageable,  or 
rather  so  unskilfully  managed,  that  it  turns  to  very 
little  accoimt.  It  often  presents  the  most  singular 
combinations :  The  beginning  of  a  paragraph  shall 
be  religious,  even  to  downright  puritanicism^ 
whilst  the  end  shall  be  an  innuendo,  and  not  a  very 
dark  one,  thatit  wcmldjustbe  as  well  for  the  world 
if  there  were  no  religion  at  all ;— it  shall  begin  with 
a  panegyric  upon  the  glorious  Bevolu^n  of  1688, 
and  of  the  great  blessings  that  liave  resulted  to 
these  kingdoms  from,  the  overthrow  of  the  Romish 
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I^^fuj9^y,  aifd  it  sfeaU  end,  by  a  piece  of  special 
plffld^yig^,  neither  very  temperate,  nor. very  logical, 
i^  favQUf/of  the  rea|tpj»tion  /of  that  same  hierarchy 
to  a  large  pprtipn  of  its  temporal  power,  and  an 
admissioif  of  the  genuine  followers  of  Loyola  to 
the  managei^€;pt.of  $t^te  affairs  in  England.  It 
^ptaips,  in  short,  a  great  deal  of  the  empty  husks 
of,,  knowledge^  aftd  thie^  dry  stubble  of  theoretic 
philosophy  ;/but  it  i^ms  not  to  understand,  and, 
j^ef^dy  it  is  XKlt  easy  to  see  how  it  should  under- 
i^and,  bow  to  turn  these  matters  to  any  efective 
pr^tica^  account.  . 

^^ut,  independently  of  any  inferiority  on  the 
gfl^  erf  those  by  whcpi  "  The  Chronicle'^  has  been 
nf^  modelled,  and  changed  from  a  party  paper 
jp^^die  first  class  and  most  decided  spirit,  to  a 
^neral  paper, :  certainly  not  the  first  of  its  class ; 
and,  whatever  may  be  its  industry,  the .  very 
fact  of  changing  it  so  completely,  was  in  itself 
ap  a^  of  a  somewhat  hazardous  nature.  It  is 
true  that  they,  into  whose  hands  it  is  come;,  were 
not  calculated  to  occupy  the  same  relation  in.  which 
Mr.  Perry  stood  with  regard  to  the  Whigs^  and 
the  Whigs  themselves  do  not  appear  sp  solic|tous 
to  have  the  direct  cooperation  of  a  single  paper  as 
they,  once  were ;  but  all  things  considered,  ^i^  might 
have  been  just  as  well  to  preserve  not  only  .the 
semblance  of  a  connexion  with  the  Whigs,  but  the 
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whole  of  that  tone  of  the  paper,  which  would  have 
prevented  folks  fi?om' seeing  that  men  of  high  rank 
and  lofty  pretensions  had  ceased  to  be  intimately 
connected  with  it.  This,  indeed,  was  tiie  only 
unoccupied  ground — ^the  only  ground  upon  which 
it  had  not  to  contend  against  a  well-established 
oHnpetitor ;  unless,  indeed,  it  had  plunged  head 
and  ears  into  high  Church  and  high  Tory  po- 
litics,— a  change  which  would  have  been  a  great 
deal  too  violent,  and  which,  jud^g  from  the 
only  Morning  paper  which  takes  that  course  vio^ 
lently,  would  not  have  been  very  advantageous. 
For  early  and  general  information,  and  as  a  ve- 
hicle for  advertisements,  **  The  Chronicle''  had 
to  contend,  and  to  contend  hopelessly,  with  **  The 
Times,''  while  each  of  the  other  Morning  papers 
barred  it  out  from  some  department  or  other ;  -  and . 
thus,  whatever  might  have  been  its  strength,  and 
the  skill  with  which  that  strength  was  directed,  its 
success  must  have  been  a  matter  both  of  difficulty 
and  of  time.  Even  its  own  friends  appear  to  have 
given  it  at  least  tacit  hints  of  the  course  which  it 
ought  to  pursue :  for,  though  it  be  not  now  a  literary 
paper,  the  booksellers  still  continue  to  advertise  very 
extensively  in  it ;  and  though  it  does  not  pay  more 
frequent  or  more  skilful  attention  to  works  of  art 
and  subjects  of  elegant  amusement  than  die  other 
papers  of  the  day,   yet  they  who  deal  in  thode 
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tl;iiog3  cpntiuue  to  sbow  adier  a  partiality  to  it 
fjrom.habit,  or  a  gratitude  for  its  past  services. 

X  have  often  heard  "  The  Chronicle^'  cooiplaiBed 
of,  upon  the  ground  that  folks  are  unaUe  to  de>- 
termine  whether  the  opinions  which  it  does  state 
upon  commercial  subjects,  and  literature^  and  die 
arts,  be  its  own  opinions  cht  disguised  adv^tbe-* 
ments;  and  I  must  confess,  that  if  some  things 
which  X  have  observed  in  it  do  not  belong  to  the 
categQry  of  puffs,  and  if  money  has  not  been  paid 
for  .their  insertion,  there  is  somebody  connected 
with  the  paper,  who  will  never  discover  the  philo- 
sopher's stone  either  in  a  mercantile  or  a  metaphy- 
sical sense.  One  who  remembers  what  "  The  Chro- 
nicle**' was  in  former  times,  cannot  help  regretting 
being  obliged  to  speak  of  it  after  this  fasfaiopi;  but 
when  one  sits  down  honestly  and  conscientiously  to 
describe  things,  cme  must  describe  things  just  as 
one  finds  them,  and  sacrifice  even  private,  feeU 
ipgs  to  regard  for  truth. 

The  Morning  Post  may  be  regarded  as  b^ng 
partly  a  party  paper  and  partly  not.  It  has  all 
along  been  upon  the  ministerial  side,  and  it  has 
been  so  violently  or  mildly  in  proportion  to  the 
temperature  of  its  editors.  It  is  not  to  be  ac- 
counted as  a  strong  paper  any  way.  It  affects  to 
be  fashionable ;  and,  like  the  majority  of  well-b^ 
haved  people  of  fashion,  it  is  too  polite  for  doing 
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either  much  good  or  much  harm.     It  is,  however, 
very  genteel  in  its  manners;  and  never  gets  out  of 
temper  either  with  itself  or  with  any  body  else. 
It  is  respectable  in  its  information,  but  it  is  never 
first-rate ;  and  though  its  opinions  be  always  can- 
did, and  often  kind,  they  are  seldom  expressed 
with  sufficient  strength.     There  is  not  a  great  deal 
either  of  depth  or  of  substance  in  its  political  spe- 
culations ;  and  though  in  literature  and  iA  life  it 
has  some  knowledge,  and  some  love  of  what  is  soft 
and  pretty,  it  does  not  appear  to  understand  or 
to  trouble  itself  about  what  is  sublime  or  energetic. 
'*  The  Post''  has  that  listless  kind  of  eye  which  be- 
longs to  an  elegant  lounger,  or  a  lady  who  is  quit6 
ccmt^iited  to  rest  the  whole  of  her  fame  upon  being 
fashionable;    it  cannot  see  things  that  are  very 
large,  nrither  can  it  see  those  of  which  the  point  h 
very  small  and  keen.    But  the  same  qualities  which 
render  ^*  The  Post"  comparatively  a  feeble  paper, 
render  it  safe  to  all  and  agreeable  to  many:  it 
never  tears  and  destroys  private  character,  like  some 
of  its  more  daring  brethren ;  and  I,  at  least,  have 
never  heard  of  its  exerting  itself  to  stifle  the  fame 
or  ruin  the  prospects  of  any  candidate  for  public 
notice.     ^*  The  Post"  appears  to  be  quite  at  home 
and  happy,  in  its  own  fine  writing — which  is  not 
always  very  fine,  and  in  its  own  poetry — which  is 
not  always  very  poetical.      In  consequence  of  this 
k8 
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MJ^stoi^tliil^^sb  at  thad-detw^  -^  Tb6'  Post''  dif- 
^'Qkh^iimt^f  the ^tber  pi{ier«i  fbt  itrhile  the 
r^'Vahid  cuf  t^di^  k^nibns  i»  never' uboire  pi»^  mod 
ffe^tifeotly  At  k^isGbimt,  th»t  of  ♦'The  Poftin  usu- 
a(Iljrl^$)ftuliatea^a«Wpii^i^f«Hti«  *       ' 

^<^!Z%^'W(^^SM2^«5  ajoonkl  which  takes  tbjssatne 
rfd^^lA  lN>Btifc«  that  ^^^The  Pdbt"  takes,  when  itis 
g(ddtt6i:ie^«^hablei»  if  to  take  a  side  a^  all  ?  but  f^  The 
Nl^^Tifai^  is  k  p^r  of  a  very  diffemnt  d^itoi^ 
tldtt^lf^it^is  ^idedly,  and' one  would  almost-^  say 
IkricMidy,  a  pArty  paper.  Its  original  ni(ine  l^as 
*^  Th&  feay  ;*  and-  i^ikoe,  in  consequence  'of  the 
i^il&ih^t  expuUiiAi  of  its  present,  or  at  any  latle 
H^  iftte,  editor  from  "  The  Times,"  it  haa  been 
d^ed  "  The  time-o'-day  ,^— a  word  of  most  ^aphatic 
faij^rt  in  thie  Babylonian  slang  vocabulaiy.  Set- 
tifig^ide  the  poMcs  of  "  The  New  Tides''— and 
Wkfl^  ^he  government  of  the  countf'y  is  upon  a 
pe^i6e  and  prosperity  establishment,  the  violent  plut 
6f  flie  politics,  not  only  of  "  The  New  Times,''  but 
of  every  other  paper,  will  be  set  aside,  whether 
they  who  Arudge  therem  be  so  disposed  or  not-^ 
the  ssAA  "  New  Times"  is  what  one  -would  call  a 
fdk^  kEid  civil  journal ;  but  it  is  in  the  habit  of  being 
▼^ry^dovenly  withal,  and  neither  selects  informa- 
ttdto,  nbr^states  pi^oceedings,  with  tiuit  disciimina- 
te^n*  and  fac^  ^hidh  cbalra^tei^  ^  |oumal  of 
whifch  it  prtslfesil^s  to  be^a  new  editidn.  Sometimes, 
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too>  andf  tht  {tittie$  at  n^hick  U^^  aUevaplfd  t)w 
ail9  nItlMr  raeeni^thatt  reiQ^^  4l  Has'optp^^i  WD 
of'iirh^^l  had  (been  plea^to  mlli(»%ii^jPk«pH3|«i;) 
but  thiil»)}tumOiirh^  firdredric^  feiU^fir  «0fim^i9^i 
or  so  perfectly  insipid,  (tbftfe-t^y^h^iViei^^^Uw^-th^ 
YeiB^  to'dm^agstni:  Indked^  4»aMtji0ie4^<i^i^be 
worse 'ChoteotJor  i^t  cosfidBnenoeiient  of^^  Ape^i^ 
of  #ritiiig  whicK  bad  nothrag  toiietfOBm^^ril'b^l 
its  yki8ttae,>and  not  toou|^tof  th^^nttTnii^ 
8au  effeotilve  ^neoommendatiQn^  IbiftiroiMt^faii  w}^]) 
'^TYw-bleyfrXunrnT  began  to  dealt  JQ  Shll^f^fflr)(|^gf 
commodity..  .  Gome  from  whiehey^r  8id^>^  a^  ff^s-' 
ti^  it^wU,  Athene  ianotibing  «|.)fhtf*b.tt^  ^^i^tj^ 
prindo^Bliiture  -Mf^mbre  llCrongr.than  i^  .the  cabling 
fif » fltanm  ;^^aiid  bad  '^The  New  T^mes^^fbe^llig 
fimt  to  dd  tfos)  tbeve  i»^lHtle  4oib]b  thatjirtftiii^ 
had  not  tiedbme  ^ddiftutec^  it  .wcfuld  Jfayg,b$c«fm 
abundantly  nolc^rtoua.  ^  9ut  wbUe^tb^y^  ^n^  JWN^ 
left  foraueh  «  thftog,  ai)&  patienee:^i»qt|^,j^^lk 
to  hearotv  ▼  Tbe'Nei^Timea**  wa9.deiB§nft^f^t^  ^ 
indigMtioaij  aiad  denouddng  its  vengewce^  #flftuii$ 
thcMie  whotn^it  did  not  like^  in.very.^ipjfpxi^  tt^c^u^ 
some^bat  aifikly  stnona ;  and  th^  jcha^ge  frcof^  ^h^ 
to  filMldry^e^entbough  thatribaldify  bad  b^fu^jfr^f]^ 
andnefw,  ^rould,  in  all  p|!«(babttit}^5, bai^: been^l^i^ 
mifteh'Ibrk  H»  conatilutiQn.  It  ij^sed ^a^  a  so^  of  If^ 
turiiBg«sd  latfienting.  paper ;  andei^en  ▼hem  ^^  #1 
not  find conviotion,  (fi»  itnever  waaf^nuurkafalelcnr 
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carrying  conviction  with  it,)  it  moved  pity;  and 
that  which  iB  at  one  time  successful  ia  exciting  the 
compasMon  of  mankind,  is  not  the  most  promising 
for  exciting  their  laughter  at  another.  When  it 
took  to  its  solemn  lamentations,  nobody  was  pro- 
bably very  much  alarmed  for  the  actual  coming  of 
the  evils  which  it  foresaw ;  but  there  were  many 
who  would  have  been  very  sorry  had  those  eviU 
actually  come,  and  there  were  not  a  few  who  re- 
gretted that  a  paper  laying  claim  to  so  much  kind- 
ness of  heart,  and  purity  of  principle,  should  be 
afflicted  with  the  anticipation  of  them.  Those 
dangers,  or  rather  those  phantasma  of  danger, 
have,  however,  passed  away  ;  and  the  country  a&d 
^^  The  New  Times'*  have  great  reason  to  be  thimk* 
ful  that  they  have  preserved  their  existence— or 
rather,  perhaps,  that  their  safety  has  been  ]»©- 
served  in  a  way  which,  perhaps,  neither  of  them 
exactly  imderstands.  In  matters  of  taste  and  lite- 
rature, ^*  The  New  Times'*  has  all  along  been 
accounted  more  honest  than  intelligent  (  and  those 
who  have  withheld  from  its  decisions  on  these 
points  the  pr^se  of  absolute  wisdom,  have  gene- 
rally conceded  to  them  that  of  very  gentlemanlike 
impartiddty.  But  this  has  not  been  uniform;  for 
there  have  been  occasions  upon  which,  without 
displa}ring  one  jot  mpre  either  erf  depth  or  power 
than   usual,    it   has   run  quite   wild:    yet  as  it 
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gei»rally  remained  but  a  ^hort  time  iu  thoie  tUB, 
and  as  nobody  seined  to  be  seriouBly  httrt  by  iito 
conduct  while  in  them,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  (put 
them  upon  recent  against  it  ^ 

It  has  idways  struck  me  that  The  Brituh.Brm 
is  a  paper,  and  perhaps  the  cmly  Mcmitng  paf^tsr, 
that  has  neither  been  honoured  nor  rewarded  in 
}»oportian  to  its  merits.  This  may  seem  singular ; 
for  the  hame,  though  there  be  a  little  of  arrogaiice 
in  it,  is  notwithstanding  one  of  the  very  best  names 
that  could  be  thought  of;  and  though  there  has 
often  been  a  good  deal  of  meagreness  in  the  re- 
porting department  of  ^^  The  Press,^  yet  it  has  £re-  - 
quently  been  in  other  respects  managed  with  great 
spirit,  if  not  the  most  perfect  judgment.  ^*  The 
Press^  has  passed  through  many  hands ;  and,  in 
consequence,  there  is  no  unift^rmity  in  its  politieal 
opinions.  Perhaps,  indeed,  this  is  the  cause  o{  its 
want  of  success ;  for  if  upon  a  political  questiiHi 
one  asks  what  are  the  sentiments  of  *^  The  British 
Press,"  one  is  obliged  to  pause  and  answer  the  pre- 
vious question,  ^^  Under  which  King,  Besonian  f^ 
Whether  this  be  the  cause  or  not,  it  is  true,  that 
more  brilliant  if  not  profound  original  writing  has, 
during  the  last  four  or  five  years,  been  buried  in 
*'  The  British  Press,^  than  in  any  other  paper ;  and 
when  one  contrasts  its  merits  upon  many  pdlnts, 
with  its  want  of  circulation  and  success  in  a  eom- 
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meroml .  point  of  view,  one  feels  that  something 
HKMPe  than .  commeroial  .taloit  is  requndrte  for  the 
firm  establiriiment  of  a  Morning  papa*.  >  Unkss^  ' 
indeed,  the  original  proprietors  of  such  a  paper  be 
prepared  to  expend  upon  it  a  very  large  capital,  it 
cannot  have  even  a  chance  of  success.     In  that 
which  constitutes  the  permanent  value  of  such  a 
papi^,  no  tal^t  will  suffice.     Labour —the  labour 
of  .many  bands,  and  those  hands  as  sidlful  and. as 
numerous  as  any  rival,  can  employ,  is  the  thing 
that  is  demanded ;  and  unless  tins,  can  be  procured 
— HUiless  foreign  news  as  early  and  as  abundant, 
wad  reports  as  full  and  as  faithful^  as  are  to  be 
found  in  any  rival  journal,  can  be  obtained,  all  the 
generous  <^inions,  all  the  just  critidsm,  and  all 
the^honesty,  fEumess,  and  liberality,  which  ^e  con- 
ductors of  a  paper  can  impart  to  it,  seem  to  be  ut- 
terly incompetent  for  reeommaiding  it  to  the  pub- 
lic.    This  is  to  be  r^pretted  as  a  genei^l  onisfra^- 
tupe,  and  it  is  especially  to  be  r^retted  in  the 
case  of  "  The  British  Press;'*  but  as  it  is  one  of 
those  subjects  of  regret  of  which  the  blame  oav  bci 
liud  upon  no  individual,  it  does  not  appear  that 
th^re  is  either  removal  or  remedy. 

"  The  British  Press''  explains  another  feet  which 
may  be  useful  to  those  who  shall  ^tempt  the  esta^ 
b|ishment(^  Morning  papers,  and  which  is:  curious, 
and  it  may  be  consolatory,  to  the  puUk  at  large.— 
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It  is  this:  a  limited bodj  of'Strn^' Tdiosebumness 
it  is  ta  achrertise  largely,  and  who  nu^tfi^f^illSfe 
be  supposed  to  render  the  other  {iBrt»^f  fhi^pi^i^ 
subsarrieot  to  their  own  pinrpMes  ^aft  aJve^kem^ 
do  i^  seem  capable  of  establishing  such  a  pe^^l 
^^  The  British  Press"*  belongs^  or  at  least  ett  on^tbUe 
belonged  (for  it- shifts  yery  ofted),  in  a  gfeat^tri^ 
sure,  to  auctioneers — ^perscms' who^ad^rti^<laj^<%<^ 
but  who  do  not  appear  to:  have  been  ^hh}^^^ 
witha  reputed  increase  of  talent  in  tiieitmn^fi^ 
ate  management,  to  add  to  the  success  ^'  thifs^^' 
per.  The  experiment ;  has  th^^efoce  been  t)4^di 
and  the  public  may.  rest  assured  that,  s6  great  ii 
the  expense  necessary  for  the  estabUshment'  of  %t 
pow^ul  Morning  newspaper,  and  96  Tarious^  aiiA 
uncontioQaUe  are  the  circumstances  uponwhieli 
the  success  of  such  a  publication  depends,  that  h6 
limited,  and'th^efiare  interested,  body  of  n^n  c^ 
make  it  an  ei^ine  for  the  forwarding  Of 'th^  prfi 
vate  and  personal  advantage,  in  any  othe^  than  h^ 
the.lcgitimate  road  to  preference  in  the  public  estl^ 
mation— making  it  better  than  any  of  its  rivals!' ' 
. .  There  fffe  only  other  two  Morning  papers  ^set 
forth  in  the  Great  Babylon;  and  the  one  of  thest 
is  the  property  of  rather  a  numerous  class  of  per- 
sons, while  the  other  is  deivoted  to  the  interests  bf 
another  class,  as  jnuneroufl,  and,  in  a  nadomd  point 
of  view,  far  nuMce  important :  1^  Mc¥nihg  jidver- 
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tiser  is  the  property  <^  the  pubUcans^  or,  as  they 
term  theipselves,  ^^  The  Society  of  Licensed  Vic- 
tuallers ;'^and  The  Public  Ledger  is  devcrted  to  the 
fduppng  and  commercial  mterests.  Both  of  these 
papers  being  certain  of  a  considerable  circttlalkm — 
a  orcidation  as  wide  as  the  originating  oe  patro- 
nising class  will  admit  of,  without  the  exertion  of 
any  very  great  degree  of  talent  or  the  puttii^  of 
themselves  to  any  very  great  expense,  have  learned 
to  take  matters  in  so  snug  and  tpiet  a  way,  that  in 
their  quantity  of  matter,  and  also  in  the  quaMty  of 
it,  they  are  con^^ably  different  from  the  c^her 
Morning  papers.  ^^  The  Advertiser^  is  seldom  se&i 
•or  heard  of  out  of  London;  it  is  not  met  with  m 
Lmdpn,  except  in  the  houses  of  those  from  whose 
iratemity  it  emanates ;  and  though  all  or  most  of 
ihem  take  it  by  way  ci  encouraging  a  project  be- 
lon^ng  to  their  craft,  there  are  few  of  them  who 
do  not  find  it  expedient  to  order  one  or  more  of  the 
other  Morning  papers.  When  Parliament  is  not 
sitting,  and  when  no  other  matter  of  great  public 
interest  is  in  progress,  **  The  Advertiser''  rises  up  to 
a  sort  (tf  resemblance  to  the  other  papers,  or  nu 
ther  perhaps  the  other  papers  sink  down  to  a  sort 
of  resemblance  to  **  The  Advertiser  (*'  but  during  the 
sitting  of  Parliament,  and  indeed  during  the  oc- 
currence of  any  things  an  account  of  which  can  be 
acquired  only  through  great  labour  and  at  great 
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^ipense,  it  would  be  in  Ysin  to  look,  At  leasts  for  an 
early  or  a  full  account  of  it,  in  "  The  Advertiser,*^ 
In  it»  Parliamentary  reports,  indeed,  it  has  a  very 
summary  way  ot  goitag  to  work ;  for  however  long 
or  however  loudly  the  members  may  debate  at  a 
certain  hour,  and  that  by  no  means  a  late  one,  ^^The 
Advertiser^  condenses  the  whole  of  the  eloquence 
into  the  inngle  line,  ^^  An  interesting  debate  ensiied^ 
in  which  (such  and  such  members)  took  part  ;7 
and  thereupon  it  adjourns  the  House. 

'  The  Ledger y  instead  of  bebg^  like  "  The  Adver- 
tiser,^ confined  in  its  circulation  to  the  metro- 
polis, and  in  a  great  measure  restricted  to  a  class 
who  have  not  only  the  opportunity,  but  the  neces- 
sity, of  seeing  the  other  journals,  circulates  among 
those  connected  with  shipping  at  the  out-ports,  as 
well  as  in  the  capital ;-  and  therefore  it  demands  a 
little  more  variety  in  its  materials,  and  a  little  more 
care  in  the  selection  of  them.  Besides,  there  are 
subjects,  and  occasionally  not  the  most  obvious  or 
manageable  subjects,  upon  which  it  must  state  o[tt- 
oions;  and  tibus,  though  the  task  of  ^^  The  Ledger'*' 
be  not  so  severe  as  that  of  the  more  general  Morn- 
ing papers,  it  is  one  of  the  labours  of  Hercules,  com- 
pared with  what  devolves  upon  "  The  Advertiser.'' 

Each  of  those  papers  seems,  however,  to  answer 
the  purpose  for  which  it  is  intended,  and  to  work 
away  in  a  quiet  and  peaceable  maimer ;  but  as  na* 
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ther  of  th^  has  a  first-rate  influerfceupoa  pMic 
optnion,  ot  is  a  first-rate  vehicle  <>f  publip  opi- 
nion, either  in  London  or  any  where  efaie^ji  I 
may  dose 'my  remarks  on  them,  and  witki  thfem 
condude  my  notice  of  the  Morning  papers.  '^^  -<(  ^ 
I  hdiere  I  mentioned  already  that  an  Evetung 
newspaper  is  by  no  n»ans  so  arduous^  so  original 
or  so  expensive  as  a  Morning  one ;  because  'it  can 
add  to  the  news  contained  in  the  ktteri  only  'a 
fei^  occurrences  that  take  place  during  the^eaxfy 
part  of  die  day.  But  though  upon  this  dce<Mi&t^ 
as  ^ well  as  on  account  of  the»Babyloniais  hting 
chiefly  engaged  in  business  or  Sn  pleasuce^at  thci 
tm^'of  their  appearance,  the  ETening  papers  haivie 
aoomparatively  limited  circuktion  in  town,  they 
have  acorresponding  greater  one  in  the  couAtity.*^ 
Country  readers  receive  diem  fay  the  same  co&irby- 
ance  that  brings  the  Moniing  ones,;  and  as.tii^ 
have  not  only  time  to  carry  the  news  of  town  down 
to  about  two  or  three  oVlock,  but  also  Icasure  to 
comment  at  greater  lei^th  uponihe  subjects:  ^on- 
tMned  in  the  Moniing  papers,  they  suit  bettor  ibr 
those  who  depend  upon  the  journals  of  ibenday 
.  for  %hm  reasonings  as  well  as  for  their  htd&i  "On ' 
this  account,  the  Evening  papers  are  perhaps  more 
violeni  and  decided  in  their  politics  than  'dse  Morn- 
ing ODfts;  and  it  is  somewhat  curious, /diat.4bose 
of  them  whidi  are  the  bttt  suppolrtsd,  both  m 
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circuUtbm  vand  in  advertisements,  are  of  di£^- 
ent  politics  from  the  best-supported  Mommj^ 
papers. 

I  have  heard  this  explained  upon  the  supposition 
that  the  people  in  the  country  are  a  great  deal  more 
kjral — a  great  deal  m(»re  devoted  to  the  Ministry 
for  the  time  b^i^,  thim  they  of  the  Babylon ;  and 
I  am  disposed  to  admit  that  oflScial  men  in  the  pro* 
vinees  have  exalted  notions,  both  of  their  own  im« 
portance  in  the  State  and  of  the  sense  that  Mi- 
niflfters  have  of  that  impcnrtance,  which  could  not 
e^st  in  London.  He  who  is  the  chief  man  in  some 
little  comer,  who  looks  down  upon  a  score  of  vil- 
lagers, or  a  few  scores  of  burgesses,  as  the  subjects 
of  his  demi-kingship,  very  naturally  feels  towards 
the  King  as  a  humble  relative  feels  toward  one  who 
is  high  ;  whereas  in  LondcMi,  the  most  lofty  and 
assuming  man  in  o£Sce  soon  finds  out  that  his  chief 
vriue  in  the  estimation  of  the  Minister  coninsts  in 
his  livii^  peaceably,  and  duly  paying  his  taxes. 
Instead,  therefore,  of  there  being  more  of  the 
reality  ot  attachment  to  the  Grovemment  in  the 
country  than  in  London,  the  quantity  that  is  there 
merely  looks  larger  in  consequence  ot  the  smalln^ito 
of  odier  things. 

But  there  is  another  cause  why  provincial  men 
should  give  a  preferoice  to  Ministerial  journals :  a 
very  conddnable  number  of  the  provincials  have 
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got  it  into  their  heads  that  newspapers  are  grand 
instruments  in  the  hands  of  political  parties ;  that 
those  papers  which  defend  the  measures  of  Grovem- 
ment  ajid  attack  with  violence  other  papers  which 
do  not  defend  the  measures  of  Government,  are  not 
<»Iy  in  the  confidence  and  pay  of  the  Admini^- 
tration,  but  that  articles  are  regularly  written  for 
them  by  its  most  eminent  members.  When,  there- 
fore, the  loyal  parson,  or  headborough,  or  deputy 
fieutenant,  or  member  of  the  quorum,  in  a  remote 
jdace  or  district,  gets  hold  of  a  paper  which  put9 
itself  into  a  fury  against  something  which  has  ap- 
peared in  a  journal  that  he  imagines  to  be  in  the 
keeping  of  the  Whigs  or  Radicals,  he  instantly 
sets  down  the  vapouring  of  the  newspaper,  not  only 
as  the  opinion,  but  as  the  production,  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  or  one 
or  other  of  the  principal  Secretaries  of  State ;  and 
doing  this,  he  not  only  looks  upon  the  paper  as 
being  an  oracle  of  truth,  but  an  oracle  of  the  gods 
of  his  political  worship,  and  he  seeks  after  and 
reverences  it  accordingly.  Those  who  are  on  the 
spot,  and  know  how  different  the  occupations  of 
Ministers  are  from  the  writing  of  newspaper , pa- 
ragraphs, and  how  different  the  majority,  if  not 
the  whole,  of  those  by  whom  these  paragraphs  are 
written,  are  from  the  confidential  associates  of 
Ministers,    need  not   to  be  told  that   this  is  a' 
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ddiusion :  /but  a  delusion,  while  it  lasts,  seems  to 
take  a  stronger  hold  upon  the  minds  of  men,  tbia» 
^  truth  does ;  and  as  this  is  rather  a  flattering 
delusion,  they  who  are  under  it  have  no  desire  that 
it  should  be  removed,  while  the  newspaper-men^ 
feeling  that  it  gives  them  importance,  and  brings 
them  profits,  are  at  some  pains  to  keep  it  up. 

In  consequence  of  its  supposed  connexion  with 
Ministers,  and  its  consequent  extensive  circuktion. 
The  Courier  may  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Evening  papers.  Jn  political  matters  *'  The  Cou- 
rier"* is  more  noisy  than  wise;  and  therefore  I 
riiould  suppose  that  Ministers,  instead  of  giving  it 
asinstance  in  its  labours,  or  payment  for  them,  do 
not,  in  many  instances,  deem  it  worthy  of  the  small 
honorarium  of  their  thanks, — ^if,  indeed,  which  is 
by  no  means  certain,  they  know  of  the  great 
trouble  to  which  it  appears  to  put  itself  on  dieir 
account.  In  the  evenings.  Ministers  are  generally 
far  more  usefully  or  far  more  agreeably  employed 
than  in  reading  newspapers,  and  when  they  do  read 
thosepublications,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they 
follow  the  general  Babylonian  practice  of  reading 
the  Morning  ones.  I  have  learned,  from  what  I 
think  very  good  authority,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  violent  opposition  of  its  politics,  and  the  equally 
violent,  very  oftmi  unmmted,  and  not  seldom  un- 
manly and  unmannarly,  attacks  which  it  has  been 
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in  the  habit  of  making  on  him  personally.  Lord 
Eldon  was  till  very  lately,  and  is  perhaps  still,  in 
the  habit  of  reading  no  other  paper  than  ^^  The 
Morning  Chronicle.'"    I  have  heard  it  said,  again 
and  again,  that   *^  The  Courier,^'  and  some  other 
journals  that  follow  in  the  tract  of  ^^  The  Courier,^ 
are  in  the  habit  of  getting  money  for  their  politics ; 
and  I  agree  that  they  do  so  get  money :   but  they 
do  not  get  one  shilling  from  the  Treasury,  or  from 
any   person  immediately  connected  with  or  au- 
thorized by  the  Treasiury ;— they  get  it,  however, 
from  loyal  persons  throughout  the  country,  who 
both  believe  in  and  admire  such  a  connexion  as 
tlus ;  and  that  answers  the  purpose  just  as  well,  or 
indeed  better,  inasmuch  as  the  money  thus  pro- 
cured comes  from  a  number  of  persons  in  small 
sums,  and  in  the  regular  way  of  business^— which 
renders  it  far  more  secure,  and  certainly  not  less 
honourable,  than  if  it  were  obtained  in  the.  other 
way.     Indeed,  of  all  those  newspapers  which  take 
a  violent  part  in  politics,  I  am  not  sure  that  there 
is  a  single  proprietor,  editor,  or  writer,  who,  fai^ 
ther  than  the  prolBts  of  his  schnne  as  a  mercantile 
speculation,  eitiier  knows  or  cares  very  much  about 
the  principles  of  the  party  whose  champiimsbip  he 
assumes. 

Resides  the  demand  that  there  is  for  it  in  embue- 
ing  the  small  politician!^  of  the  provinces  with  the 
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gift  of  torlgues-^-in  enabling  the.  t^hronicler^  of  the 
haml^  to  be  doquent*  over  his  pot,  and  the  yicmr 
of  the  village  to  be  wise  in  accompaniment  to  his 
pipe-*in  furnishing  unintroduced  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen in  the  pump-room  or  library  of  a  watering- 
place,  with  hammers  wherewithal  to  break  the  ioe 
of  that  bashfuiness  and  forbearance  for  which  such . 
plfu^s,  and  they  who  resort  thither,  aret  so  remar|L- 
able«— in  b^ng,  as  it  were,  jiot  only  ^^  all  things  to 
all  men,"  but  many  things  to  many  women-— 
ministering  as  well  to  the  internal  stores  as  to  the 
external  curling  of  the  most  fine,  fair,  and  fasci- 
nating of  all  heads, — there  is  a  sort  of  Babylonian 
demand  for  a  greater  quantity  of  argumentation  in 
supplement  ^o  the  facts,  in  an  Evening  paper  than 
in  a  McHiiing  one ;  and,  coupled  with  this  demand 
and  with  the  time  at  which  it  is  made,  there  may 
also  be  found  a  part  of  the  reason  why  the  most 
successful  papers  of  the  evening  take  the  c^posite 
side  in  politics  to  the  most  successful  p^)er8  in  the 
morning.     The  Morning  paper  conies  upon  «)[o}ui 
Bull  along  with  his  mufSn  orhis  crust  wbe^  |ie 
sits  down  to  breakfast — ^the  meal  wjiichh^.isvsaid 
least  to  relish,  and  when  he  is  cudgelling  |^s  brains 
about  the  business  of  the  day :  it  therefp]^  pqisfkes 
upon  him  when  he  has  neither  time  nor  turn  for 
argument,  and  when  his  importance  in  his  own 
eyes,  and  consequently  his  disregard  of  all  else,  is 
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a  maximum.  The  Evening  paper,  on  the  other 
hand^  pays  its  addresses  to  him  when  he  has  been 
fed  and  is  at  his  ease — when  he  has  retired  to  his 
club-room  or  his  coifee-house,  {or  the  purpose  erf 
enjoying  a  portion,  at  least,  of  the  fruits  of  that 
harvest  which,  during  the  long  morning,  it  has 
been  his  business  to  reap.  In  such  a  state  of  mind — 
perhaps  it  would  be  more  correct  to  say,  in  such  a 
state  of  body — ^he  seeks  amusement  rather  than 
information ;  and  as  words  are  much  more  light 
and  manageable  than  things,  he  probably  gives  the 
sayings  of  the  Evening  paper  a  preference  to  the 
recordings  of  the  morning  one ;  and  as  men  are 
very  apt  to  be  loyal  or  not  loyal,  in  proportion  as 
they  find  themselves  comfoitable  or  not  comfortable 
at  the  moment,  it  is  extremely  probable  that  John^s 
politics  may  be  somewhat  different  when  John  is 
full  and  lolling  at  his  ease,  than  when  John  is 
empty  and  turmoiling  himself  at  business.  At 
all  events,  there  must  be  some  reason  for  J(^^s 
preference  for  the  independent  "  Times"  in  the 
morning,  and  the  courtly  '*  Courier'**  in  the  even- 
ing ;  and  they  who  feel  disposed  to  dispute  that 
my  theory  is  not  the  right  one,  are  very  welcome 
to  pubUsh  a  better. 

Setting  adde  its  politics  altogether, "  The  Courier'* 
is  perhaps  the  best  of  the  Evening  papers,  in  a  ge- 
neral point  of  view ;  and,  except  in  details  of  some 
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parts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  day,  it  perhaps  add$ 
more  to  the  information  contained  in  the  Morning 
papers  than  any  of  the  other.  In  copying  from 
those  papers,  I  have,  however,  heard  a  charge 
brought  against  it :  I  have  heard  it  said,  that,  in 
o^er  to  make  the  tone  of  a  parliamentary  report 
accord  better  with  the  tone  of  its  own  politics,  it 
occasionally  not  only  cuts  down  the  best  speeches, 
and  omits  the  best  arguments  of  some  of  the  Oppo^ 
sition  members,  but  leaves  out,  on  the  part,  of  its 
favourites,  whatever  it  conceives  to  be  too  specific 
an  admission  or  too  candid  an  avowal.  I  have 
mentioned  again  and  again,  and  I  cannot  mention 
it  too  often,  that  Mr.  Canning  is  one  of  the  most 
oandid  ministers  that  ever  assisted  in  the  councils 
of  England ;  and  I  have  some  sort  of  recollection 
of  an  instance  in  which  a  dispute  took  place  be- 
tween "  The  Times''  and  "  The  Courier,''  as  to  the 
meaning  of  his  words,  whic^  was  decided  in  favour 
of  •^  The  Times,"  by  an  appeal  to  that  g^itleman 
himself.  The  report  in  "  The  Times"  bore  that  mi- 
.  nisters  had  abandoned.a  certain  opinion,  after  having 
for  a  short  time  entertained  it ;  and  the  report  in 
"  The  Courier"  made  it  appear  that  ministers  bad 
never  entertained  such  an  opinion  at  all.  The 
words  in  "  The  Times"  were  quaUfied  by,  "  at  least 
for  any  leng^  of  time,"  or  something  tp  the  same 
meaning;  and  tins  qualifying  clause  "  The  Courier" 
l2 
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left  out,  and  therefore  gave  to  Mr.  Cannrng's  state- 
ment a  meaning  altogether  different,— and  a  mean- 
ing which,  when  appealed  to,  he  at  once  declared 
not  to  be  the  right  one.  This  fact  is  in  itself  of  no 
great  importance ;  but  it  shows  how  necessary  it  is 
to  keep  the  commentaries  of  a  newspaper  from  mu^ 
tilating  the  facts:  and  I  have  heard,  that  since  this 
little  disclosure,  not  only  "  The  Courier,"  but  some 
of  the  other  papers,  have  learned  to  be  much  more 
circumspect  than  they  were  previously. 

The  Globe  and  Traveller  is  by  many  considered 
as  the  rival  of  "  The  Courier,"  and  certainly  there 
is  a  great  difference  both  between  the  politics 
and  the  practices  of  the  two  journals.  Amid  all 
its  vehemence,  and  its  decided  leaning,  ^^  The 
Courier'*  is,  out  of  the  Unes  of  its  peculiar  preju- 
dices, a  light,  lively,  and  good-natured  paper, — 
more  remarkable  for  a  wool-gathering  sort  of  hu- 
mour, than  for  any  thing  digging  to  the  depth  or 
glooming  in  the  gravity  of  any  thing  philosophic. 
"  The  Globe  and  Traveller,''  on  the  other  hand, 
affi^ts  to  be  as  solid  as  the  one  part  of  its  title,  and 
as  recherche,  and  as  well-licensed,  it  may  be,  for 
vending  the  marvellous,  as  the  other  half  of  the 
same.  In  its  details  *^  The  Globe  and  Traveller" 
is  pretty  good ;  but  it  has  the  ponderosity,  and  the 
gravitation  toward  its  own  centre,  which  constitute 
a  globe,  and  keep  it  in  its  form  ;    and  the  tra- 
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veller  who  inditeth  its  speculations,  cometh  from 
a  far  country — a  country  so  remote  from  common 
men  and  common  notions^  that  few  can  tell  whether 
he  sayeth  sooth  there  anent  or  not  The  streams 
of  philosophy  are  like  the  streams  of  rivers :  if 
they  be  too  much  exposed  to  the  sun,  men  are  apt 
to  discover  their  shallowness  at  some  seasons,  and 
apprehend  danger  from  their  overflow  at  others ; 
and  if  they  run  too  deep,  they  may,  like  the  rivers 
of  Southern  Africa,  cease  to  have  a  fertilizing  effect, 
and  become  lost  both  to  sight  and  to  utility.  The 
philosophy  of  "  The  Globe  and  Traveller''  is  some- 
what in  this  latter  predicament  By  the  look  of 
the  paper  you  can  perceive,  or  at  least  presume 
that  there  is  a  world — a  globe  of  wisdom  in  it ;  but 
in  what  that  wisdom  consists,  where  it  lies,  how  it 
operates,  or  what  purpose  it  serves,  I,  at  least,  have 
never  been  able  to  And  out.  I  have  seldom  seen 
more  massy  and  more  sensible-looking  paragraphs, 
or  disquisitions  which  seemed  to  have  more  of  that 
solid  quality  which  enables  those  who  use  it  to  sink 
deep  among  things  and  their  causes ;  but  when  I  be- 
gan to  seek  for  it,  in  order  that  I  might  know  what 
it  was  about,  and  admire  its  operation,  I  always  in 
the  end  found  myself  regretting  that  it  had  fallen 
sheer  through  the  bottom,  and  was  lost. 

It  is  possible  that  my  disappointment  in  this  re- 
spect may  be  my  own  fault :  but  admitting  that  it 
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is,  I  do  not  see  that  a  sufficient  case  in  favour  c^ 
the  use  of  this  ultra-profundity  has  been  made 
out ;  because  those  who  affect  to  write  for  all  the 
world,  should  not  show  themselves  so  much  wiser 
than  the  rest  of  the  world,  as  that  plain  men  can- 
not understand  their  mode  of  proceeding  in  the 
enunciation  of  ordinary  opinions  and  the  elucida- 
tion of  every-day  events.  Even  in  the  least  pro- 
found of  political  questions,  there  is  enough  for 
common  men  to  grapple  with,  without  compelling 
them  to  grapple  through  the  mists  of  an  occult 
philosophy. 

"  The  Globe  and  Traveller''  has  the  character 
<rf  being  a  very  liberal  and  independent  paper — of 
not  taking  a  very  violent  part  either  for  or  against 
any  of  the  confessed  and  acknowledged  sets  oi  po- 
liticians ;  and,  in  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  of  it, 
I  have  no  great  disposition  to  quarrel  with  this 
character :  indeed,  whenever  I  have  attempted  to 
analyse  it,  my  attention  has  always  been  so  much 
diverted  from  that  part  of.  its  character  which  I 
knew^  and  drawn  to  that  which  I  have  found  I 
could  not  know,  that  I  have  never  been  able  to  make 
up  my  mind,  as  to  whether  those,  who  deal  in  that 
tremendously  profound  philosophy  whereby  I  have 
been  so  often  put  to  a  stand,  and  that  fl^-like 
wit,  which  kept  me  at  a  distance  because  I  never 
could  be  certain  how  or  where  it  might  hit,  see 
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diearljT  themselves,  either  what  it  is  they  use  or  how 
they  are  using  it. 

In  literary  and  other  criticisin,  "The  Globe  and 
Traveller^^  manifesteth  the  same  mass,  and  driveth 
out  the  bottoms  of  things  with  nearly  the  same 
power  and  effect,  as  in  politics.     In  literature  and 
science  it  brings  forward  such  a  quantity  of  its 
own  leamingt  that  you  can  neither  see  its  opinion 
of  the  thing  under  discussion,  nor  almost  that 
thing  itself;  so  that  the  only  fact  which  it  demon- 
strates to  you  on  such  subjects,  is  one  which  is  not 
overflattering  to  your  personal  vanity — ^namely,  that 
"  The  Globe  and  Traveller"  is  not  only  a  great 
deal  wiser  than  yourself,  but  a  great  deal  wiser  than 
it  will  condescend  to  tell  you. 

The  Briti$h  Traveller  is  a  paper  that  has  arisen 
since  "  Th^  Traveller"  took  to  general  poUtics,  and 
rambled  ovfer  "  The  Globe."  It  belongs  to  the  Sa- 
fety of  Mercantile  Travellers,  by  whom,  I  believe, 
it  is  farmed,  out,  upon  an  understanding  that  it 
^hall  not  be  very  yident  eithei:  way  in  poUtics,  but 
shall  rather  direct  icself  to  the  accumulation  of  facts 
.connected  with  business,  and  the  gathering  together 
of  such  gossip  as  may  enable  the  way-worn  travel- 
ler, alter  he  has  made  his  day^s  journey  among  the 
tradesmen^9  shops,  to  while  away  the  hour  during 
which  he  takes  his  ease  at  his  inn,  and  replenish 
him  with  fresh  jokes  wherewith  to  bring  the  pro- 
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vincials  inta  a  bargaining  humour,  and  (harder 
task  !)  to  a  paying  humour,  upon  the  following  day* 
In  consequence  of  this  its  destination,  "  The  British 
Traveller"  is  more  learned  in  the  matter  of  taverns, 
dy-waggons,  stage-coach  horses,  and  fares  and 
rates,  than  any  other  which  issues  from  the  many 
tongues  and  pens  of  Babylon  ;  while  in  its  selections 
it  takes  especial  care  to  furnish  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  things  that  can  be  repeated.  But  as  it  addresses 
Itself  to  those  who  during  the  whole  course  of 
their  lives  are  merely  passengers,  it  does  not  pause 
to  settle  the  why  and  the  wherefore  of  any  thing ; 
and,  with  respect  to  a  political  or  a  critical  opinion, 
you  would  as  soon  think  of  consulting  the  way-bill 
of  a  miul-coach^  as  of  consulting  ^^  The  British 
Traveller.''  It  has  a  purpose,  however ;  and,  for 
any  thing  that  I  have  learned  to  the  contrary,  it 
appears  to  serve  that  purpose  very  well. 

Nothing  can  show  more  strikingly  the  congruity 
and  keeping  that  exists  between  the  physical  and 
the  intellectual  (if,  after  all,  it  be  the  intellectual) 
state  of  the  Great  Babylon,  than  that  the  matters 
which  every  where  else  are  accounted  the  most 
brilliant,  are  least  brilliant  there.  If  you  look  into 
the  writings  of  the  genuine  Babylonian  bards,^  you 
will  find,  that,  though  they  sometimes  make  use  of 
diamonds,  and  gas-lamps,  and  eyes,  and  other 
^  matters,  to  set  forth  the  ideas  of  brightness,  they 
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very  seldom  draw  upon  the  sun  or  the  stars,  or 
even  upon  what  might  be  considered  more  favourite 
and  familiar— -the  moon,  for  the  purposes  of  illumi- 
nation. The  BabylcHiian  sun,  dimmed  as  he  is  by 
the  three  opposing  forces,  which  bear  rule  in  ro- 
tation— fog,  smoke,  and  dust — ^is  not  merely  shorn 
of  his  beams,  but  tarnished  in  those  that  remain ; 
while  the  genuine  Babylonian  istars  belong  more  to 
the  terrestrial  than  to  the  celestial  globe,  and  in* 
stead  of  garnishing  the  zones  and  zodiacs  of  the 
heavens  garnish  the  pavements  and  parades  of 
the  earth.  It  is  much  the  same  with  the  Babylo- 
nian newspapers.  There  is  supposed  to  be  still 
continuing  to  be  set  forth  within  it  an  evening 
paper,  irhich  is  called  The  Sun  ;  but  it  is  as  rarely  to 
be  met  with  by  BabePs  streams,  as  the  physical 
sun  in  a  Babylonian  November.  It  may  shine,  and 
probably  does  shine,  m  the  country  ;  but  as  it  does 
not  appear  in  any  way  to  increase  the  quantity  of 
metropolitan  light,  an  account  of  it  would  form 
no  part  of  metropolitan  dissection ;  and  therefore 
the  rustic  world  may  be  allowed  to  embrown  their 
minds  by  exposiure  to  it,  just  as  they  embrown  their 
bodies  by  exposure  to  that  after  which  it  is  niuned. 

Still,  however,  just  as  is  the  case  with  the  physi- 
cal sun,  "The  Sun"  continues  to  number  its  months 
and  its  years,  to  record  how  much  older  the  world 
is  getting,  and  to  perform  its  apparent  diurnal  re- 
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more  numerously  issue,  it  may  be  of  little  conse- 
quence to  inquire ;  but  it  is  a  singular  fact  in  the 
history  of  modem  literature — or,  to  speak  more 
correctly,  it  is  a  curious  and  peculiar  feature  in 
the  Babylonian  practice  of  printing  and  publishing — 
that  the  day  which  the  ordinance  of  every  Christian 
church,  and  the  laws  of  every  Christian  state,  set 
apart  for  bodily  repose  and  moral  improvement, 
should  be  the  day,  of  all  the  days  in  the  week,  upon 
which  the  newspaper  press  drudges  incessantly,  and 
sends  forth  by  far  the  greatest  number  of  gossiping 
sheets  of  paper.  I  leave  it  to  the  saints  and  sophists, 
to  estimate  how  far  the   wisdom   or  the  wealth 
of  the  people  is  improved  or  deteriorated  by  those 
copious  doses  of  four-penny  stamps,  charged  with 
"  News  from  all  nations,"  and  purporting  to  give  a 
faithful  portraiture  of  men  and  of  things,  from  the 
King  and  the  throne  whereon  he  deigns  to  sit».to  the 
criminal  and  the  tread-mill  at  which  he  is  compelled 
to   drudge,"— unfolding,  as  it  were,  the  whole  book 
of  society,  and  leaving  every  man  to  pick  out  his 
virtue  or  his  vice,  as  may  best  suit  himself. 

An  engine  which  is  so  vast  and  so  regular  in  its 
Operation — ^which  comes  upon  the  greatest  body  of 
the  labouring  classes  at  the  only  time  when  they  can 
afford  leisure  to  read— and  which,  in  fact,  forms 
the  principal,  and  with  many  the  sole,  source  of 
heading  and  mental  culture,  seems  worthy  of  more 
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attention,  and  of  a  larger  shafe  both  of  judgment 
and  of  intellect,  than  seem  hitherto  to  have  been 
bestowed  upon  it.     When  I  state  that  fifty  thoi^ 
«and  newspapers— a  very  large  number  of  which  are 
purchased  and  read  by  the  labouring  classes — ^are 
distributed  every  Sunday  morning,  over  a  circle 
of  forty  miles  diameter,  of  which  London  forms 
the  centre,    I  certainly  speak  very  considerably 
within  the  amount.     Those  papers  form  not  only 
the  Sunday  instructors  of  the  father  and  his  com- 
rades, but  they  become  the  vade-mecum  of  his  family 
during  the  week ;  and  much  as  I  req)ect  the  or- 
gans of  religious  instruction,  of  all  keys  and  all 
pitches,  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  the  Sunday 
press  ha§  a  greater  influence  upon  the  minds  and 
the  morals  of  the  working  classes,  and  even  upon 
those  of  society  generally,  in  and  near  the  Great 
Babylon,  than  the  homiUes  of  all  the  preachers, 
from  the  Lord  Primate  to  the  cobler,  delivered  in 
all  sorts  of  places,  from  the  splendid  cathedral  to 
the  unenclosed  common. 

Whatever  may  be  the  nature  of  those  Sunday 
journals,  the  great  demand  that  there  is  for  them, 
and  the  rapidity  with  which  that  demand  has  of 
late  years  increased,  are  unequivocal  proofs  of  the 
improvement  that  has  takenplace  among  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  people ;  and  whether  it  be  asserted 
that  this  is  the  best  or  the  worst  species  of  read- 
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ing  in  which  they  could  be  engaged,  it  proves 
alike  their  desire  of  knowledge  and  their  capacity 
for  receiving  it. 

The  Sunday  papers  are  of  course  culled  &om 
the  papers  of  the  week  ;  and  as  the  Sunday  jour- 
nalist has  six  times  the  materials,  and  six  times  as 
much  leisure  to  work  upon  them,  as  he  who  has 
to  make  his  appearance  daily,  a  much  smaller  ^pan^ 
tity  both  of  taste  and  of  talent  ^ould  make  a  muc^ 
better  production.  In  most  ca^^s^  however,  it  does 
not  appear  that  these  advantages  are  improved ;  for 
among  the  Sunday  journals,  there  are  many  which 
neither  take  the  best  parts  of  the  daily  ones,  nor 
put  them  together  in  the  best  manner.  They  seem 
to  know,  either  by  intuition  or  from  trial,  that  those 
for  whom  they  write  are  more  partial  to  the  mar- 
vellous and  the  mischievous,  than  to  that  which  is 
solid  and  pure ;  and  hence,  the  stores  kud  up  for 
Sunday  consist  as  frequently  of  the  nonsense,  and 
folly,  and  vice  of  the  week,  as  of  its  better  quali- 
ties. Nor  is  it  in  their  selections  alone  that  that  the 
manufacturers  of  Sunday  papers  evince  a  lower  es- 
timate of  the  taste  of  the  readers  than  the  daily 
journalists;  for,  with  perhaps  a  few  permanent 
exceptions,  and  certainly  a  few  occasional  ones, 
there  is  more  brawling  politics,  more  false  philo- 
sophy, more  coarse  invective,  more  imfounded 
assertion^  and  more 

"  Fruits  of  dull  heat  and  sooterkins  of  wit," 
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in  the  Sunday  papers,  than  in  any  other  class  even 
of  Babylonian  publications. 

•  The  Sunday  papers  may  be  arranged  into  seve^ 
'  ral  divisions, — such  as  those  which  are  violent  in 
dieir  politics,  and  season  that  otherwise  senseless 
matter  with  a  reasonable  quantity,  and  in  nuuiy 
instances  with  more  than  a  reasonable  quantity,  of 
individual  character  and  private  scandal ;  second- 
ly, those  which  appear  to 'have  no  object  beyond 
the  profit  which  is  earned  by  the  insertion  of  ad- 
vertisements and  the  sale  of  copies — which  risk  no 
character,  and  spend  no  talent  in  (n*iginal  writing 
of  any  kind,  and  which  show  pretty  clearly  that 
they  have  not  much  to  risk  or  to  expend  ;  thirdly, 
there  are  Sunday  papers  which  confine  themselves 
more  immediately  to  the  sporting  world,  and  which 
use  and  circulate  a  language  much  more  Babylon 
nish  than  that  of  their  In^hren ;:  fourthly,  there 
are  nondescripts,  which  are  so  continually  altering 
their  opinions  and  changing  their  manners,  that  no- 
body can  determine  either  at  what  they  are  driving, 
or  how  they  are  driving  at  it,  any  farther  than  by 
the  help  of  the  general  principle,  that,  in  common 
ynth  the  rest  of  mankind,  they  are  striving  to  do 
as  little  as  ever  they  can,  and  to  get  as  much  as 
ever  they  can  for  the  doing  of  it. 

If  I  were  to  sum  up  in  few  words  my  estimate 
of  the  Sunday  press,  I  should  say,  that  (with  the 
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exception,  perhaps,  of  Pierce  Egan,  who  deserves 
merit  as  being  the  founder  of  a  new  school  of  wri- 
ting) there  is  not  one  of  its  productions  worth 
reading,  by  one  who  reads  the  daily  papers,  saving 
and  excepting  ^^  The  John  Bull  ;^  and  John^s  claim 
most  certainly  docs  not  rest  upon  his  being  either 
an  oracle  of  wisdom,  or  a  preacher  of  righteousness. 
Upon  many  points,  the  Sunday  "John  Buir  outdoes 
both  in  stubborness  of  prejudice  and  vehemence 
of  growling,  his  every-day  namesake.  His  politi* 
cal  opinions,  abstracting  those  prejudices  from  them^ 
are  neither  very  liberal  nor  very  profound ;  and, 
indeed,  he  usually  has  the  discretion  to  avoid  those 
intricacies  of  principle  and  of  argument,  in  which 
his  horns  would  be  in  danger  of  getting  entangled. 
When,  however,  a  matter  is  not  too  deep  for  him, 
or  when  his  prejudice  does  not  disturb  his  percep- 
tion of  it,  no  body  knows  the  right  better,  or  can 
state  it  with  more  hardihood,  point,  and  efPect^  than 
this  same  "  John  Bull.'"  You  cannot  help  feeling 
that  the'  Bull  has  gored  with  his  horns,  trampled 
with  his  hoofs,  and  switched  with  his  tail,  sundry 
persons  and  things  which  you  would  have  been  just 
as  well  pleased  if  he  let  alone :  but  still,  you  like  the 
strength  and  spirit  of  the  beast ;  and  pardon  him 
for  occasionally  setting  his  foot  upon  a  flower,  or 
wounding  a  sheep,  in  consequence  of  the  glorious 
style  in  which  he  makes  the  yelping  curs  and  usc- 
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less  puppies  spin  through  the  air.  There  is  ano- 
ther thing  which,  unless  he  has  given  a  drive  either 
to  yourself  or  to  some  great  favourite,  is  very  apt 
to  occur  to  you  as  an  excuse  for  a  Httle  ferocity  in 
"  The  Bull,'' — ^he  has  been  so  much  baited,  and  bait- 
ed by  foes  of  such  clamorous  natures  and  such 
adverse  dispositions,  that  it  was  enough  to  have  put, 
not  a  Bull  merely,  but  a  whole  drove  of  peace- 
able and  laborious  oxen,  completely  out  of  temper. 

There  is  no  paper  which  has  been  laid  so  often 
and  so  heavily  at  the  door  of  the  Treasury,  as 
"  The  John  Bull;"  and  though  the  mistake  here 
be  just  as  great  as  in  any  of  the  otlier  cases,  it  has 
been  admirably  seconded  upon  the  part  of  '*  The 
Buir  itself;  and  thus  has  conduced  perhaps  more 
to  its  success,  than  even  the  very  great  but  withal 
very  wicked  weapon  which  it  has  wielded. 

The  events  of  the  time  at  which  this  paper 
started  were  most  favourable  to  it ;  and  though 
the  side  which  it  took  in  the  matters  which  then 
agitated  and  divided  the  country  was  certainly 
not  the  popular  side,  the  event  has  proved,  that,  in 
as  far  as  the  support  of  the  paper  extended,  it  was 
the  permanent  one.  The  Church  of  England  is 
a  most  substantial  fabric,  and,  along  with  a  good 
deal  of  prejudice,  it  has,  perhaps,  more  power 
either  to  hurt  or  to  help,  than  any  other  institu- 
tion in  the  country.     Its  members  are  numerous ; 
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they  are  scattered  every  where,  they  are  aU  men 
of  education,  most  of  them  are  men  of  the  world, 
and  the  whole  bent  of  their  education,  their  office, 
their  character,  and  their  ambition,  both  leads  and 
enables  them  to  take  a  very  strong  and  a  very  con- 
stant hold  upon  society.    The  power  of  the  people, 
as  it  is  called, — ^the  disposition  of  the  popular  voice, 
to  council,  to  dictate,  or  to  lead,— comes  on  with  all 
the  noise  and  all  the  foam,  and  discharges  itself 
with  all  the  splutter,  of  a  wave ;  but,  like  a  wave, 
it  ebbs  off  again,  and  is  still,  distant  and  without 
effect,  till  some  new  impulse  makes  it  return  in  the 
same  turbident  and  momentary  manner  as  before : 
the  power  of  such  a  body  of  men  as  the  Church  of 
England,  who  are  so  well  instructed,  so  well  orga- 
nized, and  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  themselves 
masters  of  the  entire  machinery  of  society,  resem- 
bles, on  the  other  hand,  a  river,  the  springs  of  which 
are  perennial,  and  which  therefore  rolls  on  silently 
but  surely,  without  any  violent  overflowings,  but 
with  a  volume  and  a  current  which  augment  and 
accelerate  as  it  runs.     "  The  John  BulF  contrived, 
at  the  very  outset,  to  convince  this  powerful  and 
united  body  that  it  could  be  serviceable  to  them ; 
and  their  support  and  their  countenance  through 
good  report    and  sometimes   through  report  not 
wholly  good,  have  been  very  serviceable  to  it  in 
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return.  Farther,  "The  John  Bull,''  though  not,  as 
has  sometimes  been  alleged,  the  first  paper  which 
dealt  in  personalities,  and  visited  upon  the  private 
man  (sometimes,  rather  ungallantly  and,  as  itself 
must  have  afterwards  regretted,  upon  the  private 
womanj  the  real  or  supposed  sins  of  the  public 
character,  was  yet  the  first  that  did  these  matters 
upon  the  same  side,  and  perhaps  the  first  upon  any 
side,  that  did  them  ih  so  unsparing  and  effective  a 
manner. 

I  do  not  justify  those  proceedings ;  but  I  must 
say  that,  in  some  instances,  they  have  been  merited^ 
in  many  more  they  have  been  provoked,  and  in 
the  greater  number  they  have,  right  or  wrong,  had 
about  them  that  which  is  calculated  to  make  any 
writing  both  read  and  remembered — wicked  or  not 
wicked,  they  said  the  very  thing  that  told,  and 
they  said  it  straight  out,  without  any  symptom 
either  of  weakness  or  of  fear.  It  is  not  because 
"John''  has  written  things  more  malignant  in  in- 
tention than  any  body  else,  that  the  outcry  against 
him  has  been  the  loudest ;  for  if  one  were  to  take 
the  trouble  of  performing  the  office  of  resurrection^ 
man  to  sundry  productions,  full-sized  as  well  as 
dwarfs,  which  are  now  quietly  rotting  away  in  the 
charnel-house  of  oblivion,  one  could  find  far  more 
things  intended  to  be  bitter,  than  are  to  be  found 
M  3 
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in  all  the  caustic  numbers  of  "  The  Buir— only 
they  are  neither  said  of  the  same  persons,  nor  said 
so  well. 

The  parties,  against  members  of  which  the  horns 
of  "  The  BulF  have  been  directed,  are  perhaps  ful- 
ly as  much  obliged  to  it,  as  the  party  whose  cause 
and  whose  measures  it  has  upon  the  whole  advo- 
cated. If  the  opposition  be  a  valuable  part  of  the 
system  of  British  politics — and  that  it  is  a  valuable 
part,  nobody  doubts — then  its  errors  are  as  much 
matters  of  public  regret,  and  the  sins  and  follies 
of  its  members  are  just  as  legitimate  objects  for  sa- 
tire, as  those  of  the  Cabinet :  nor  can  it  be  doubt- 
ed, that  the  fear  of  exposure  by  *'  John  Bull***  has 
cleared  the  patriotism  of  the  age  of  something  more 
than  a  good  deal  of  its  folly. 

As  a  vehicle  of  news,  "  The  John  Bull,"  if  not 
the  best  furnished,  is  by  ffw  the  lightest  going. — 
He  cuts  down  the  wisdom  of  Parliament,  till  it  be 
little  else  than  a  dry  record  of  facts  ;  and  though 
he  huddles  the  whole  news  of  the  week  into  a  space 
not  greater  than  that  which  some  of  his  contempo- 
raries devote  to  an  alehouse  brawl,  or  a  vestry 
disputation,  he  still  contrives  to  select  his  hints 
so  well,  as  to  let  his  readers  know  almost  every 
thing  of  importance  that  is  going  on. 

In  matters  where  his  prejudices  do  not  operate, 
**  John,"  without  any  pretensions  to  the  solemnity 
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or  the  depth  of  philosophical  criticism, ,  is  withal  a 
very  clever,  and  by  no  means  an  unftur  critic  :  and 
there  are  many  subjects,  either  foolish  in  themselves 
or  injurious  to  society,  which  have  been  exposed  by 
"  John,"  in  a  style  highly  creditable  io  himself  and 
highly  useful  to  others. 

The  'Examiner  is  a  journal  which  may  also  be 
1^  considered  as  belonging  to  the  ultra  (I  cannot  say 
to  the  strong)  party  class ;  and  perhaps  the  best 
-account  that  could  be  given  of  *^  The  Examiner,*" 
is,  that  it  is  the  very  opposite  of  *  The  John  Bull/' 
Its  positive  character  it  would  be  difficult  to  draw. 
It  is  conceited)  and  yet  conceit  is  not  its  leading 
feature :  it  is  sick  with  what  it  considers  sentiment 
and  wit,  and  yet  sentimentality  is  not  the  malady 
under  which  it  constitutionally  labours.  With  gi'eat 
pretensions  to  liberality,  it  Js  constantly  showing 
the  most  overweening  attaclnnent  to  a  certain  set 
of  principles,  oir  rather  dogmas,  among  which  it 
has  dwelt  to  absolute  dotage,  and  displaying  not 
merely  a  disregard,  but  an  ignorance,  of  the  whole 
of  that  splendid  fabric  of  which  it  professes  to  wor- 
ship a  few  of  the  minor  points.     It  is  a  connois- 
seur, with  a  sort  of  very  pretty  vocabulary  at  its 
finger  ends,  and  a  very  reasonable  perception  of  the 
art  of  the  Arts ;  but,  somehow  or  other,  it  cannot 
manage  the  knowledge — the  foundation  part,  even 
of  these.     Its  philosophy  is  a  fond  philosophy ; 
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but,  scnnehow  or  other,  the  truths  which  it  would 
lead  one  to  discover  are  either  little  in  themselves 
or  little  in  utility.  It  is  clear,  without  p(nnt; 
learned,  without  knowledge;  polished,  without 
manners ;  lofty,  without  elevation ;  and  morale 
without  any  pre-eminent  degree  of  clearness  in  its 
perception  of  right  and  wrong. 

"  The  Examiner""  has  no  prototjrpe :  it  is  the 
alpha  and  the  omega  of  its  own  school, — a  school 
of  but  recent  formation,  and  which  seems  rather 
fine  and  filmy  for  lasting  very  long.  It  sometimes 
says  things  which  you  cannot  help  admiring,  and 
at  other  times  it  says  things  that  you  cannot  help 
feeling  to  be  wrong ;  but  in  both  cases  your  feeling 
is  s(^tened  and  subdued  by  a  certain  admixture 
of  pity,  which  comes  you  know  not  exactly  from 
where,  and  is  felt  you  know  not  exactly  for 
what. 

In  propagating  the  system  of  its  own  school, 
"  The  Examiner"  has,  however,  been  so  uniformly 
eonsistent,  that  no  man  can  doubt  its  sincerity ; 
and,  upon  the  whole,  it  has  conducted  itself  in  a 
manner  so  gentle  and  lady-like,  that  you  cannot  be 
more  offended  at  it,  even  when  it  loses  its  temper, 
than  you  are  at  a  pretty  damsel  when  she  frowns. 

^*  The  Examiner"'  has  acquired  a  considerabk 
degree  of  character  as  a  theatrical,  a  poetical,  and 
literary  critic,  and  as  being  well  versed  in  all  inat- 
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ters  of  virtit  and  embellishment.  I  am  no  judge 
of  these  matters ;  but  I  may  be  allowed  to  say, 
that  the  taste  of  "  The  Examiner^'  upon  them  fill 
is  much  too  fine  or  ipse^ixital  for  me.  Its  stan- 
dards  of  perfection  in  all  those  matters  seem  to  be 
its  own  household  goods ;  and  they,  being  invented 
and  made  by  a  school  of  artists,  whose  merits  are 
either  not  understood,  or  not  duly  appreciated, 
except  among  their  own  elect,  the  chief  objec- 
tion to  "  The  Examiner^'  seems  to  lie  in  the  same 
direction  with  that  which  I  formerly  hinted  might 
be  made  against  the  whole  of  the  Babylonian — 
^*  The  I/Hidon  particular^ — school  of  poetry  and 
taste*  It  is  very  pretty  as  a  shell-work  of  art,  but 
the  kennel  of  nature  is  entirely  wanting :  they  by 
whom  the  school  has  been  founded,  and  who  have 
devoted  so  many  weary  hours  to  it,  have  learned 
to  manage  with  great  neatness  a  few  of  the  lighter 
ornaments  and  flourishes  of  the  subject;  but  by 
attempting  to  magnify  these,  and  pass  them  off 
for  the  subject  itself,  they  are  constantly  exposing 
themselves  to  the  ridicule  of  those  whose  percep- 
tions are  not  so  fine,  and  whose  experience  has 
been  upon  a  scale  somewhat  broader  than  their 
own. 

I  have  stated  these  matters,  not  with  the  smallest 
intention  of  undervaluing  the  real  merits  of  "  The 
Examiner,'' — of  concealing  its  perfect  single-heart- 
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edness  and  honesty  in  the  course  which  it  has  seen 
meet  to  pursue  ;  and  certainly  not  with  the  slightest 
expectation,  that  any  thing  which  either  I,  or  any 
one  else,  could  write,  would  make  "  The  Examiner** 
different  from  what  it  is ;  but  the  curioaty  of  the 
journal  itself,  and  the  singular  contrast  that  it 
makes  with  that  other  journal,  which,  though  I 
like  worse  I  read  oftener,  as  well  as  a  determina^ 
tion  to  set  down  the  character  of  every  thing  Baby- 
lonian fairly  and  honestly,  as  it  appeared  to  me, 
has  induced  me  to  write  as  I  have  written. 

If  the  reward  offered  by  *^  Gentle  Dulness/'  in 
the  lines  which  I  have  quoted  at  the  beginning 
of  this  chapter,  were  to  be  distributed  among  the 
Sunday  papers  of  the  present  time,  "  the  Weekly 
JournaPs  bound"  would,  of  course,  fall  to  that  class 
from  which  I  have  selected  these  two  specimens ; 
and  the  **  lead"  would*  be  a  far  more  appropriate^ 
though  by  no  means  a  more  necessary  gift,  to  that 
other  class,  at  the  head  of  which  *  stands  The 
Observer,  Never  was  there  a  production  of  which 
the  title  was  so  provokingly  ironical  as  the  title  of 
this  one ;  for  waving  the  matter  of  its  own  interest, 
which  even  the  blind  can  see,  "  The  Observer"*  ap- 
pears to  see  less  of  what  is  really  going  on  in  the 
world,  of  almost  any  of  its  brethren.  I  beg  its 
pardon  :  it  sees  "  The  Morning  Chronicle''— with 
which  it  is  connected ;  and  it  also  sees,  on  the  Sun- 
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day,  all  those  long  reports  of  law  and  police  for 
Saturday,  which  are  best  adapted  for  Monday's 
"  Chronicle/'  Furthermore,  it  sees  **  The  Eng- 
lishman," and  therein  beholds,  title  excepted,  .the 
express  image  of  itself.  In  rubric  they  are  diffe- 
rent ;  but  they  are 

*'  Like  in  all  else  as  one  e^f^  to  another." 

When  **  The  Observer''  was  unconnected  with 
other  papers,  and  thus  obhged  to  cull  and  finish 
the  whole  contents  of  its  heavy  columns  for  its 
own  use,   it  was  withal    a  laborious  paper;  and 
although  there  were  about  it  no  traces  of  spirit 
or  elegance  or  wit,  there  was  a  mass  of  Saturday 
matter,  especially  reports  of  law  cases,  which  gave 
it  a  sort  of  character  of  its  own.     Upon  some  occa- 
sions, too,  it  made  great  exertions  as  to  quantity 
of  report  upon  other  matters,  and  as  its  solidity 
recommended  it  to  the  advertising  world,  it  was 
well  supported  in  that  view ;  but  since  it  entered 
into  a  holy  alliance  with  "  The  Cbronicle,"  and  be- 
came not  only  as  one  brother,  but  as  oneself,  with 
^^  The  Englishman,''  it  has  not  been  so  much  heard 
of.     The  estabUshment  and  the  success  of  jour- 
nals, of  a  more  lively  and  active  character,  have 
also  tended  to  draw  the  taste  of  the  Sunday  quid- 
nuncs  from  the  gloomy  solidity  of  "  The  Ob- 
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server.^     So  long  as  intelligence  from  the  conti- 
nent, delivered  a  day  earlier  than  the  daily  papers 
could  deliver  it,   and  a  quantity  of  printing  as 
great  as  that  contained  in  the  largest  of  them, 
were  recommendations  to  pubUc  notice,  "  The  Ob- 
server*" occupied  a  conspicuous  place  among  the 
Sunday  journals ;  but  as  these  matters  began  to 
lose  their  interest,  as  the  persons  by  whom  Sunday 
papers  are  read  began  to  get  a  little  more  comfort- 
able in  their  circumstances,  and  with  that  a  little 
more  lively  in  their  tastes,  and  more  pven  to  mirth 
than  moroseness,  it  seems  that  they  began  to  prefer 
a  more  light  and  spirited,  if  not  a  more  valuable 
kind  of  Sunday  reading ;  and  thus,  while,  perhaps, 
owing  to  the  other  circumstances  that  I  have  men- 
tioned, "  The  Observer*"  became,  possibly,  less  ob- 
servant itself,  it  certainly  became  less  observed  by 
the  public.     Independently,  however,  of  positive 
falling  off  in  the  value  of  a  Sunday  journal,  and 
of  that  negative  faUing  off  which  arises  from  one 
journal  standing  still,  or  making  less  progress  than 
the  other  journals,  the  taste  of  the  readers  of  Sun- 
day papers  is  an  extremely   capricious  thing   in 
itself.     It  belongs  to  the  same  class  of  tastes  as 
that  which  displays  itself  in  Covent  Garden,  and 
the  other  localities  of  pubUc  meeting ;  and  as  it  is 
without  union  of  purpose,  or  very  clear  discern- 
ment in  the  individuals  of  that  which  is  really  best, 
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it  changes  no  one  can  tell  how :  and  thus,  though 
when  it  succeeds,  and  while  it  succeeds,  a  Sunday 
paper,  from  the  small  expenditure  both  of  money 
and  of  talent  for  which  it  can  be  produced,  is  a 
very  profitable  speculation,  it  is  a  very  precarious 
one;  and  unless  it  be  that  a  paper  of  this  kind 
takes  a  decided  hold  on  a  permanent  class  of  per- 
sons, as  *^  The  John  Buir  does  on  the  church  es- 
tablishment, and  the  whip  proprietors  of  the 
West,  as  Pierce  Egan  does  on  the  sporting  world, 
as  two  or  three  papers  do  upon  the  booksellers 
and  other  advertisers,  or  as  two  or  three  mincnr 
papers  do  upon  the  quacks,  its  absolute  value  is 
never  very  great,  because  it  may  be  out-ranted 
or  out-puffed  by  a  rival,  and  thus  lose  half  of  its 
casual  supporters — and  three-fourths  of  its  sup- 
porters are  always  casual,  in  the  course  <^  one 
week. 

Of  i^rting  papers — ^papers  which  chronicle  the 
feats  of  dogs,  and  horses,  and  men,  in  their  at- 
tempts to  show  which  deserve  the  supericMity  in 
animal  prowess,  there  are  three  :  Pierce  Egan,  the 
flower  of  the  flock  ;  "  The  Dispatch  i"  and  another 
"  Life  in  London,'*  which  is  not  Pierce  Egan^s, 
but  which  has  lately  been  gathered  under  the 
wings  of  ^«  The  Chronicle,''  "  The  Observer,''  and 
"  The  EngUshman,"  and  which,  in  addition  to  the 
'^  Hfe"  that  it  contains,  may  be  supposed  to  re- 
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ceive  a  considerable  quantity  of  that  which  cannot 
exactly  be  called  life,  from  those  with  which  it  co- 
habits. 

Persons  who  are  extremely  fastidious,  and  who 
are,  perchance,  more  watchful  over  the  principles 
<rf  the  rest  of  the  world  than  they  are  orer  their 
own  practices,  in  any  other  way  than  by  taking 
heed  that  the  same  shall  not  be  made  too  public, 
lest  the  world  should  thereby  be  tempted  into 
sin  and  themselves  betrayed  into  shame,  cry  out 
against  the  whole  of  this  class  of  papers,  and  the 
whole  practice  of  that  from  the  detail  of  which 
they  take  their  character ;  and  I  will  allow  that  it 
is  not  a  little  singular,  that  the  only  journals,  "  The 
Morning  Herald^  perhaps  excepted,  (and  it  attends 
more  to  the  sins  than  to  the  sports  of  society,) 
which  rest  their  merits  upon  this  ground,  should 
make  their  appearance  on  the  Sunday, — ^more  espe^ 
cially  considering  the  number  of  very  pretty  and 
very  pious  little  matters  in  the  shape  of  tracts, 
level  to  the  meanest  capacity,  which  may  be  had 
gratuitously  or  otherwise.  I  am  very  sorry  at 
this :  but  I  cannot  help  it ;  and,  indeed,  it  does  not 
appear  that  it  can  be  helped  by  those  who  have  a 
very  respectable  opinion  of  their  own  capabilities 
in  the  matter  of  reformation-working. 

It  seems,  however,  that  when  men  and  dogs  are 
collected  into  large  masses,  they  will  amuse  them^ 
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selves  and  each  other  by  triak  of  strength ;  and  if 
the  things  are  done  in  open  day,  there  is  no  harm 
in  the  world^s  knowing  all  about  them,  the  more 
especially  as  there  is  no  means  of  preventing  it.  I 
am  no  admirer  of  "  the  Fancy  ;^  but  I  should  pause 
ere  I  decided  that  it  is  either  a  symptom  or  a  cause 
of  debasement  and  barbarity  in  the  public  mind  or 
the  public  morals.  People  who  have  lived  long  in 
the  world,  bec(»ne  stationary,  and  lost  to  all  relish  for 
the  enjoyment  of  the  present  time,  are  apt  to  look 
back  at  the  "  days  when  they  were  young,"  and 
fancy  that,  because  they  do  not  feel  with  the 
warmth  and  enjoy  with  the  zest  that  they  did  in 
that  morning  of  life,  warmth  and  zest  have  de- 
parted from  society :  but  this,  instead  of  being  de- 
monstrative evidence,  is  really  no  evidence  at  all ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  prodigious  increase  of  the 
Babylon,  the  vast  streams,  not  of  the  purest  descrip- 
tion, which  the  provinces  are  continually  pouring 
into  its  immensity,  and  notwithstanding  the  cover 
and  the  countenance  which  so  thick  and  so  varied 
a  crowd  offers  to  every  sort  of  transaction,  I  sus- 
pect the  fact  will  be  found  to  be,  that  even  this 
mass  have  become,  and  are  every  day  becoming, 
more  and  more  mild  in  their  dispositions  and 
orderly  in  their  conduct  **  As  iron  sharpeneth 
iron,'*  swth  the  wise  man,  "  so  doth  the  countenance 
of  man  sharpen  his  fejlow ;''  and  I  doubt  whether 
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this  [^arpening  can  take  place,  without  at  the  same 
time  giving  a  little  polish.  That  prize-fights,  and, 
if  you  will,  all  sorts  of  idle  sporting — whether  of  & 
lord  casting  his  father^s  acres  into  the  moultnet  of  a 
roulette  table  in  Pall  Mall,  a  lady  squandering 
her  money  and  her  bloom  at  Rouge  et  noir^  my. 
self  wearing  my  pen,  and  you,  courteous  reader, 
wasting  your  eyes  or  your  spectacles  about  such  a 
book  as  this, — ^these  and  all  such  matters  are,  I  will 
allow,  not  the  very  wisest,  or  the  most  exceedingly 
profitable  of  all  occupations,  about  which  they  or 
we  might  be  busying  ourselves ;  and  therefore  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  that  before  we  bring  sweep- 
ing accusations  against  each  other,  we  should  all 
take  care  that  we  do  not  expose  ourselves  to  the 
same  severity  in  return.  If  every  man  were  to 
**  cast  the  beam  out  of  his  own  eye,*^  there  would 
be  no  use  for  any  one  to  attempt  removing  "  the 
mote^  from  that  of  his  brother. 

Even  upon  the  supposition  that  both  the  acting 
and  the  describing  of  those  matters  are  mere  out- 
lets for  the  more  turbulent  and  fiery  humours  of 
society,  still  it  is  bettei*  that  they  should  discharge 
themselves  thus  openly,  and  receive  the  judgment, 
and  feel  the  corrective  influence  of  public  opinion, 
than  that  they  should  be  huddled  up  in  comers, 
and  breathed  in  whispers,  as  matters  of  mystery. 
Whatever  is  public  mu^t  always  have  a  share  of 
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fairness  about  it,  and  keep  up  a  character,  which 
that  which  is  concealed  does  not  need ;  and  tffough 
persons  whose  minds  are  all  rapt,  and  whose  moods 
are  all  melting,  cry  out  against  the  deeds  and  the 
language  of  "  the  Fancy,"  there  can  be  Uttle  doubt 
that  the  practice  is  rendered  more  fair,  and,  if 
humanity  could  be  predicated  of  such  a  matter, 
more  humane,  than  if  nothing  were  written  or  read 
respecting  it.  Besides,  if  those  annals  of  sporting 
serve  no  other  purpose,  they  induce  those  to  read 
who  otherwise  would  probably  not  read;  and 
thus  not  only  prevent  them,  while  they  are  read-^ 
ing,  from  doing  worse,  but  may  lead  them  to  the 
reading  of  other  matters.  If  a  practice  be  had, 
and  if  it  can  be  put  an  end  to  without  causing  the 
production  of  something  worse,  by  all  means  put 
an  end  to  it :  but  while  it  exists,  it  is  always  safe 
that  it  should  be  known ;  and  though  it  would  not 
tend  much  to  increase  the  purity  of  the  press,  or  to 
raise  certain  classes  of  persons  in  the  public  estima- 
tion, yet  it  would  riot  materially  lessen  the  morality 
of  the  age,  though  the  deeds  of  other  sportsmen 
were  as  fairly  and  as  graphically  reported  as  those 
of  *^  the  JPancy''  are  by  Pierce  Egan.  Let  the  ob- 
jectors consider  whether  the  regular  pubhcation  of 
their  own  obliquities  would  be  likely  to  increase 
their  number — let  them  think  whether  they  would 
do  many  things  which  they  now  do,  if  a  man  with 
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a  pen  and  an  inkhorn  were  at  their  side ;  and  when 
they  have  settled  that,  they  will  have  cleared  the 
ground  for  a  fair  and  candid  solution  of  the  other 
question.  If  all  the  cases  in  which  the  fortunes 
and  the  characters  of  men  are  *'  hit  foul,^  without 
even  the  beniefit  of  an  umpire  or  a  spectator,  could 
be  prevented — and  the  knowledge .  of  them  would 
go  a  good  way  toward  the  prevention,  then  more 
would  be  done  for  the  real  improvement  of  society, 
than  if  all  the  public  sports  were  at  an  end,  and 
the  champions  of  England  and  their  chroniclers 
converted  into  methodist  parsons. 

But  leaving  wise  men,  and  wiser  women  of  both 
sexes,  to  settle  the  right  and  the  wrong  as  to  "  the 
Fancy''  and  its  annals,  I  may  mention  that  Pierce 
Egan,  in  knowledge  of  the  laws,  the  men,  and  the 
language  connected  with  their  matters,  has  no  rival. 
"  The  Dispatch"  is  willing — and,  from  Mr.  Har- 
mer's  connexion  with  it,  it  may  be  supposed  to  know 
the  law  of  the  matter ;  and  the  other  "  Life"  is  la- 
borious ;  but  neither  of  them  has  the  science  and 
the  spirit,  or,  for  aught  that  I  know,  the  love  of 
fair  play,  with  which  Egan  is  endowed  and  by 
which  he  is  actuated. 

In  point  of  circulation  and  notoriety,  The  Sun- 
day  Times  may  be  placed  at  the  head  pf  those 
Sunday  papers  which  are  of  such  a  quisquis 
description,  that  no  one  can  find  out  the  cause  of 
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their  popularity,— at  least  from  any  intrinsic  merits 
that  they  possess. 

"  The  Sunday  Times"  has  no  political  depth, 
and  no  political  steadiness.  It  seems,  indeed,  to 
have  no  distinct  apprehension  of  principle,  no  ac- 
curate knowledge  of  facts,  no  use  of  logic,  and  in- 
deed nothing  that  you  would  call  an  exercise  even 
of  common  judgment  upon  any  one  subject;  and 
yet  "  TJie  Sunday  Times''  rose  more  rapidly  into 
circulation  than  almost  any  paper  of  the  day. 
Occasionally  there  are  in  it  things  which  are  hap- 
pily timed,  and  not  absolutely  bad  in  themselves ; 
but  there  is  a  lack  both  of  literary  and  of  moral 
keeping  about  it,  which  renders  it  certainly  not  the 
most  trust-worthy  of  all  the  public  journals ;  and 
there  may  often  be  found,  in  juxta-position  with 
axi  article  which  is  tolerable  in  itself,  something 
so  i  completely  incorrect  and  so  outrageously  non- 
sensical, fthat  one  would  naturally  suppose  such  a 
,thing  could  not  be  crammed  down  the  throat  even 
of  a  boa  constrictor  of  the  largest  swallow.  ; 

The  success  of  this  journal,  in  spite  of  so  many 
internal  deficiencies,  is  so  curious  a  problem. in 
newspaper  history,  that  it  may  be  worth  while,  if 
not  absolutely  to  solve  it,  at  least  to  collect  a  few 
data ,  for  the  use  of  those  who  may  either  wish 
theoretipally  to  make  the  solution,  or  practically  to 
try  a  similar  experiment.     "  The  Sunday  Times,'' 
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then^  appears  to  have  deriyed  a  little  success  from 
the  substantive  part  of  its  name,  and  the  whole' of 
the  remainder  from  its  projector — or  rath^  from 
him  into  whose  hands  it  came  when  it  was  languish- 
ing in  its  childhood,  and  gave  no  promise  of  its 
future  breadth.  The  name  "  Times"  led  many  to 
suppose  that  it  was  connected  with  the  daily  jour- 
nal, and  thus  would  have  the  advantages  o!  sUl  its 
extensive  information,  great  power,  and  editorial 
vi^ance ;  and  though  this  was  at  all  times  an  as- 
sumption for  which  there  was  not  even  the  sH^t- 
est  foundation,  yet  it  took  with  the  pubHc,  and  by 
some  of  them  continues  to  be  believed  to  this  day. 

But  this  part  of  the  case  is  neither  the  strongest 
nor  the  most  curious :  the  management  of  the  pro- 
prietor was  so  unique,  that  whatever  had  been  his 
name,  it  is  probable  that  the  success  would  have 
been  considerable ;  and  if  it  be  no  proof  o!  the 
wisdom  of  that  part  of  society  by  which  Sunday 
papers  are  purchased  and  read,  it  is  an  e^[danation 
of  the  kind  of  wisdom  that  is  best  fitted  for  tuniing 
them  to  its  own  advantage.  This  prt^irietor,  aware 
that  nobody  but  himself  could  carry  his  schemes 
into  execution,  took  upon  him  the  management  of 
the  journal,  down  to  the  minutest  details.  He  was 
a  man  who  had  not  suffered  much  from  the  sevcfntj 
of  education :  he  was  not  versed  even  in  the  Hght 
literature  of  the  day ;  he  knew  no  science,  and 
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very  few  facts  in  the  history  either  of  thingi?  or  of 
men :  he  could  not  even  write  without  breaking 
the  rules  of  grammar— the  rules  of  logic  he  could 
not  break ;  and  therefore  he  was  all  along  obliged 
to  employ  some  person  or  other  to  write  a  few  ar- 
ticles for  him,  and  turn  into  something  like  Enghsh 
a  few  more  which  he  blocked  out  for  himself. 
Those  literary  deficiencies  were  not  without  their 
usual  concomitant — instability  of  views  and  a  dis- 
poffltion  to  adopt  the  last  opinion  which  any  body 
offered  him,  however  much  it  might  diflFer  from 
that  which  he  had  espoused  only  a  few  minutes 
before,  or  which  he  had  expressed  or  caused  to 
be  expressed  in  the  preceding  number  of  his  jour- 
nal, or  perhaps  in  a  preceding  column  of  the  same 
number. 

If,  previously  to  the  trying  of  the  experiment,  it 
had  been  stated  that  a  person  thus  gifted,  or  per- 
haps I  diould  rather  say  ungifted,  and  who,  more- 
over, was  not  held  in  perfect  adoration  by  the  su- 
perior ranks  of  society,  was  to  undertake  the  ma- 
nagement of  a  public  journal,  and  prosecute  it  with 
great  success,  it  mi^t  naturally  have  been  sup- 
posed that  mention  would  have  been  made  of  ex- 
hibiting hemlock,  and  shaving  the  cranium.  But 
in  literature-^— at  least  in  newspaper  literature— 
as  well  as  in  religion,  "  Ae  children  of  this  world 
are  wiser  in  their  generation  than  the  children  of 
N  2 
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ligbt.^'  He  to  whom  I  allude,  though  he  had 
not  been  schooled  after  the  fashion  of  learned 
men,  had  been  schooled  in  mysteries  which  the 
event  proved  to  be  fully  more  eflFective  toward 
the  success  of  a  weekly  journal, — he  had  studied 
society  —  especially  that  portion  of  society  in 
which  such  a  journal  finds  the  majority  of  its 
readers ;  and,  if  he  did  not  know  how,  to.  give 
them  that  which  was  good  in  itself,  he  knew 
full  well  both  how  to  give  them  what  would  an- 
swer his  own  purpose,  and  when  to  give  it  By 
every  species  of  puflBng— by  advertisemenit,  by 
placard,  by  going  round  to  the  news-venders  and 
coffee-houses,  and  making  a  desperate  outcry  for 
*'  The  Sunday  Times''  in  all  places  where.it  was 
not,  he  contrived  to  set  the  people  a-talking  about 
it ;  and  this  talking  he  contrived  to  prolong,  and  to 
get  repeated  and  redoubled,  by  seizing  hold  of  every 
circumstance  and  occurrence  likely  to  interest  the 
populace,  always  declaring  loudly  and  roundly, 
though  it  had  been  copied  and  even  curtailed  from 
one  of  the  best-known  daily  journals,  that  his  ac- 
count of  it  was  original  and  the  best.  By  per- 
severing in  this  course,  and  assuming  a  tone  of 
liberality  on  the. one  hand  and  a  tone  of  hmrdihood 
on  the  other,  he  took  his  position ;  and  to  those 
who  knew  how  it  was  taken,  opened  a  pretty  clear 
view  of  the  sagacity  of  that  judgment  by  whi(^  the 
Sunday  papers  of  the  Babylon  are  tried. 
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I  should  not  have  mentioned  these  circumstandes, 
even  on  account  of  their  own  intrinsic  curioiuty, 
were  it  not  that  they  will  save  me  from  mentioning 
a  pretty  general  feature  of  Babylonian  speculation, 
and  one  which  is  well  worthy  of  being  borne  in 
mind  by  those  who,  somewhat  doubtful  of  the  ef- 
ficacy of  their  own  talents  and  their  own  virtues, 
are  still  anxious  to  turn  the  Babylonians  to  pro- 
fitable account.     It  is  this:  a  man  who  is  known 
and  connected,  and  esteemed  and  respected  in  con- 
sequence, succeeds  and  is  rewarded  by  those  who 
know  him,  in  proportion  as  he  does  faithfully  and 
well ;  whereas  a  man  who  is  not  known,  and,  it  may 
be,  not  respected,  has  ever  an  ampler  field  before 
him  in  those  who  know  him  not ;  and  success  with 
them  depends  almost,  if  not  altogether,  upon  the 
noise  that  he  can  make,  and  the  boldness  of  his 
pretenfflons,  without  any  regard  whatever  to  the 
truth.    Hence,  in  consequence  (^  those  two  sources 
of  success,  and  those  two  modes  of  working  them, 
Babylon  becomes  the  best  place  in  the  world,  both 
for  well-gifted  and  well-respected  men  of  ability, 
and  for  those  quacks  who  have  no  better  metal 
to  ofier  than  the  bronze  of  their  own  faces.    But  to 
those  who  stand  in  an  intermediate  degree,  success 
is  rather  more  doubtful;  and  without  the  union  of 
talents  and  connexion,  or  that  happy  impudence 
whi(^,  in  its  own  sphere,  not  only  renders  them 
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both  unnecessary,  but  answers  bett^  than  them 
both,  Babylon  the  Great  may  feel  as  desolate  as 
her  elder  sister,  who  moulders  in  melancholy  ob- 
livion upon  the  deserted  bank  of  the  Euphrates — 
an  admonition  and,  perchance,  a  type  for  other 
great  cities.  This,  however,  is  a  digression; 
though,  I  trust,  neither  an  ill-timed  nor  an  ir- 
relevant one — ^for  success  in  that  particular  ease 
which  gave  scope  for  the  digression  was  the  result 
of  talent  and  study,  though  not  exactly  of  the 
kind  which  are  registered  as  such  among  those  who 
account  themselves  the  sages  and  saints  of  tiie 
world. 

There  is  no  need  for  naming,  or  even  counting, 
the  rearmost  files  of  the  Sunday  newspapers ;  and 
indeed  any  register  that  could  be  made  would  be 
out  of  date  before  the  most  rapid  machinery  of  the 
press  could  publish  it.  The  accessions  that  are 
made  to  them  by  production,  and  the  diminu- 
tions that  are  effected  by  dissolution,  resemble 
those  which  during  the  summer  months  take  place 
among  the  insect  tribes.  Sunday  papers  form  a  sort 
of  lottery  at  all  times  of  the  year,  and  espedally  for 
a  month  or  two  about  the  commencement  of  the 
Session  of  Parliament ;  and  though  the  prizes  do 
not  bear  a  higher  proportion  to  the  blanks  dian  is 
the  case  in  other  lotteries,  that  does  not  dtsittade 
persons,  especially  persons  whose  fortunes  Me  in 
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jeopardy  of  becoming  desperate,  from  wagering 
against  the  probability  in  the  one  case  as  well  as  in 
the  other.  Notwithstanding,  however,  the  number 
of  those  nunor  journals — ^minor  at  least  in  notoriety 
and  in  consequent  duration ;  and  notwithstanding 
the  good  points  (and  some  of  them  are  very  good) 
in  those  which  I  have  more  particularly  enumerated ; 
ikfiat^  seems  still  to  be  room,  and  with  proper  ma- 
aageiseat  there  might  be  demand^  for  a  Sunday 
paper,  which  might  be  beitter,  if  not  than  them  all, 
at  least  than  any  one  of  them, — a  paper  which,  by 
employing  the  same  quantity  of  talent  and  of  la- 
bow  which  is  bestowed  upon  the  superior  daily 
journals,  might  exhibit  as  accurate  a  picture  of  the 
week  as  these  do  of  the  day — which  would  care- 
fully leave  out  all  rumours  which  had  been  contra^ 
dieted,  reduce  every  statement  to  what  it  were 
worth,  by  clearing  away  the  verbiage  and  the  non- 
sense; and  thus  presenting  a  record  which  should 
be  valuable  for  its  truth,  desirable  for  its  taste,  and 
which  could  afterwards  be  referred  to  as  a  memo- 
rial of  things  which  had  actually  taken  place. 

"The  poverty,  howevw,  both  of  the  head  and  of 
the  purse  of  those  who  usually  speculate  in  this 
department  of  the  press,  seems  to  preclude  any 
hope  that  such  an  accession  to  its  value  is  likely 
soon  to  be  made.  Instead  of  this,  the  new  journals 
which  start  up  are  generally  worse  than  the  old 
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ones :  they  have  no  more  talent,  they  seem  to 
Employ  even  less  assistance,  and  they  want  the  tact 
and  dexterity  which  are  derived  from  practice.  At 
some  times,  and  among  some  of  them,  a  practice 
takes  place  analogous  to  the  broth-making  in  the 
Scottish  village.  In  those  days,  and  in  that  land, 
the  villagers  could  afford  no  beef;  but  one  richer 
than  the  rest  contrived  to  get  possession  of  a  mar- 
row-bone—of what  animal  it  is  not  said — and  that 
bone  was,  upon  Sundays  and  holidays,  hired  to 
the  other  villagers  at  a  penny  Scots— being  one- 
third  of  a  farthing  English,  for  every  hour  that  it 
tumbled  in  the  sea  of  barley  and  water.  Now 
much  in  the  same  manner  are  some  Sunday  papers 
made.  I  omit  the  case  of  "  The  Observer^  and 
*^  Englishman,'*  who  borrow  and  lend  the  bone  with 
each  other  and  with  "  The  Chronicle,''  and  ^*  The 
Sunday  Times,"  which  is  boiled  up  into  I  know  not 
how  many  Mercuries  and  Telegraphs ;  but  I  have 
heard  of  other  cases  where  the  matter  of  a  news* 
paper,  ready  set  and  wanting  nothing  but  the 
title,  has  been  hawked  round  some  two  or  three 
offices,  imd  come  forth  upon  the  Sunday  morning 
under  two  or  tliree  forms,  all  of  them  of  course 
equally  ori^al — ^because  all  exactly  the  same. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

THE  HINDER-END  OF  THE  PRESS. 

Oeeupet  estremum  scabies,     HoR. 

»*  Not  •••••••so:  drawn  endlong  by  his  skull, 

Furiooi  he  sinks,  precipitately  dull; 
WhirlpoQls  and  storms  his  circling  arm  invest. 
With  all  the  might  of  gravitation  blest. 
No  crab  more  active  in  the  dirty  dance, 
Downward  to  climb,  or  backward  to  advance ; 
He  brings  up  half  the  bottom  on  his  head, 
And  claims  at  once  the  Journals  and  the  lead." 

DUKCIAO. 

For  the  sake  of  simple  and  easy  distinction, 
rather  than  from  the  logical  accuracy  of  its  appli- 
cation, I  have  ventured  to  use  the  words  "  The 
Press,^  to  denote  those  public  Journals  of  daily  or 
of  weekly  recurrence,  whose  object  it  is  to  record 
or  to  comment  upon  the  political  and  social  trans- 
actions of  the  day,  with  only  such  subsidiary  no- 
tices of  matters  connected  with  the  progress  of  mind. 
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and  the  permanent  stores  of  sdence  and  literature^ 
as  serve  ordinary  readers  for  the  purposes  of  ordi- 
nary ocmversation— or  rather,  perhaps,  which  give  the 
proprietors  and  conductors  of  the  different  jour- 
nals a  claim  upon  the  support  ct  those  who  deal  in 
those  other  matters;  and  according  to  this  appli- 
cation of  the  words  I  have  given,  or  at  least  I  meant 
to  give,  as  clear  and  as  candid  a  statement  of  that 
part  of  them  which  are  properly  called  newspapers^ 
as  my  abilities  and  my  room  would  admit.  In  all 
of  these,  the  most  valuable  part  is  certainly  that 
which  records  facts ;  and  it  may  be  assumed  as  a 
general  truth,  that  the  newspaper,  whether  daily 
or  weekly,  which  is  most  industrious  and  most 
tasteful  in  the  making  up  of  this  record,  is  the  one 
which  is  of  the  greatest  value. 

But  in  supplement  to  this  the  regular  army  of 
the  Press,  there  are  certain  guerillas,  which,  like 
the  guerillas  among  men,  are  always  most  nume- 
rous and  most  active  when  the  times  are  unsettled, 
and  become  comparatively  few,  feeble,  and  unin- 
teresting, as  peace  stills  the  alarms  and  prosperity 
appeases  the  complunts  of  mankind.  Those 
guerillas — this  ^^  hinder-end  of  the  Press,^  as  one 
fiMiy  term  it  for  the  want  of  a  better  name,  was 
far  n^ore  extensive  and  far  more  noisy  a  few  years 
before^  than  at  the  time  when  I  took  notes  of 
the  wonders  f^  Baby)(m.    It  found  the  maximum 
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of  its  encouragement,  the  zenith  of  its  power^  in 
those  times  when  erent  crowded  so  closely  on 
event,  and  alarm  followed  alarm  in  such  rapid  suc^- 
cession,  that  the  public  were  quite  unaUe  of  them<- 
selves  to  keep  the  operations  of  commenting  upon 
the  present  and  prophesying  about  the  future,  up 
to  the  reaUty  of  the  one  and  the  anticipation  of 
the  other.  This  afforded  scope  for  a  set  of  journal- 
ists, who  should  supply  arguments  and  opinions 
for  those  who  had  no  leisure  to  make  them  for 
themselves,  and  who,  with  daring  if  not  with  skilr 
ful  hand,  essayed  to  Uft  the  veil  of  futurity,  and 
answer  all  the  purposes  of  seership  to  those  who 
were  at  theip*  own  wit^s  end  as  to  what  might  hap- 
pen :  their  object,  in  short,  was  not  to  communicate 
knowledge,  but  to  vend  q)eech ;  not  to  furnish  the 
public  with  materials  for  information  and  judg- 
ment, but  to  save  it  the  labour  of  deliberation  and 
reflection,  by  accommodating  it  with  all  sorts  of 
judgments  upaa  all  sorts  of  subjects  ready  made 
and  fitted  for  immediate  use. 

Foremost  and  fiercest  in  this  class  stood  Willimn 
Cobbett,  a  very  colossus  in  his  way--K)f  so  robust 
a  constructicm  and  so  perennial  a  constitution^  that 
he  alone  remains,  while  the  lapse  of  a  few  brief 
years  haa  sw^t  away  the  others,  few  ask  and 
nobody  answers  where.  The  present  times  have 
been  productive  of  marvels  beyond  all  precedent, 
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and  of  these  Babylon  the  Great  has  possessed  a 
share  numerous  and  wonderful  in  proportimi  as  she 
exceeds  all  other  cities ;  but  of  all  modem  marvels, 
at  least  in  a  political  and  literary  sense,  William 
Cdbbett  is,  perhaps,  the  greatest — the  one  to 
whom  Hohenlohe  and  Hunt,  and  every  other 
person  whose  name  can  after  the  same  fashion  be 
named,  must  succumb;  and  in  whose  presence  aU 
the  polemics  and  pamphleteers,  upon  all  sides  of  all 
modem  questions,  and  all  views  of  all  subjects, 
possible  and  impossible,  must  bow  down  in  re- 
verence, and  own  their  superior.  Cobbett  is  not 
a  man  who  has  had  many  of  the  advantages  of 
what  the  world  call  education ;  and  his  vision  seems 
to  be  too  broad  for  discerning,  not  only  the  meta- 
physical, but  the  political  and  moral  causes,  of  the 
qualities  and  discriminations  of  things  and  events: 
but  Cobbett  is,  notwithstanding  all  this,  a  very 
wonderful  person,  and  one  who,  had  he  husbanded 
the  powers  with  which  nature  has  endowed  him 
with  any  thing  like  even  a  moderate  share  of  dis« 
cretion,  would  have  had  a  good  deal  of  influence  in 
the  world.  Cobbett  has,  however^  added  another 
to  the  many  instances  upon  record,  that  strong  na- 
tural powers,  especially  when  they  incline  to.  the 
rdugh  and  surly  cast,  and  when  they  are  not  check- 
ed by  good  education  and  kept  in  order  by  good 
sense,  may,  in  the  end,  produce  only  the  exposure 
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of  liim  by  whom,  if  better  trained  and  managed, 
they  might  have  been  turned  to  good  account 

The  violence  with  which  Cobbett  swung  round 
from  one  line  of  political  conduct  to  another  which 
was  completely  the  reverse,  might  have  been  taken 
as  an  augury  of  his  ultimate  fate ;  and  the  vehe- 
mence of  his  assertions  upon  all  manner  of  subjects, 
whether  he  happened  to  understand  them  or  not, 
might  have  pointed  conclusions  the   same  way» 
But  however  ill  Cobbett  might  be  grounded  in  the 
principle  of  many  subjects  about  which  he  wrote, 
there  were  others,  and  many  others,  who  were 
worse ;  and  these  yielded  at  once,  not  to  the  convin- 
cing power  of  his  arguments,  but  to  the  tone  of  con- 
fidence in  which  that  which  served  him  in  the  stead 
of  logical  argument  was  put.     There  was,  periiaps, 
never  a  political  writer  who  shifted  his  positions 
so  often  as  Cobbett,  and  there  certainly  never  was 
a  prophet  who  had  at  once  upon  his  hands  so  many 
unsuccessful  predictions:  but  Cobbett  put  so  bold 
a  face  upon  the  matter,  asserted  so  roundly  in  the 
teeth  of  experience,  and  built  up  the  tunibUng 
fallacies  ol  his  soothsa3ring  so  very  often,  and  with 
such  an  air  of  confidence  in  their  stability,  that  a 
larger  portion  of  disciples  shifted  their  ground  with 
him,  and  doubted  the  evidence  of  their  own  senses^ 
because  he  had  prophesied  the  other  way,  than 
perhaps  ever  moved  at  the  beck  or  echoed  the 
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words  of  any  other  modern  poUtidan  who  was 
without  power  to  reward  his  followers,  andpro- 
baUy  without  will,  though  the  power  had  been 
given  him. 

Cobbett  was  a  strong  ¥rriter  certainly,  and  the 
stumps  of  him  have  a  good  deal  of  strength  to  tins 
day;  but  his  strength  was  the  strength  of  slang,  a 
happy  though  a  harsh  turn  for  calling  names,  and 
a  faculty,  not  of  demonstrating  that  his  view  of  a 
matter  was  right  and  the  opposite  view  wrongs 
but  of  pointing  the  scorn  of  the  rabble  to  whatever 
it  suited  his  interest  to  dislike.      Cobbett  was  not 
like,  a  trained  warrior  of  any  sort,  either  with  ar- 
tifidal  or  with  natural  weapon;  he  resembled  a 
peasant  of  uncommon  strength,  half  out  of  his  t&ai-- 
per  and  half  out  of  his  wits,  armed  with  a  gigantic 
flail,  with  which  he  so  laid  about  him  in  all  di- 
rections, that  nobody  cared  for  coming  within  the 
wind  of  it.     Even  when  he  was  most  v^rous  at 
this  exercise,  he  himself  used  to  suffer  as  much  by 
it  as  any  thing  upon  which  he  was  threshing ;  for 
the  flail  was  swung  with  so  much  clumsiness  and 
vehemence,  that  it  was  continually  coming  rap 
upon  his  own  head,  with  such  substantial  bangs, 
that  if  the  head  itself  had  not  happened  to  be  cud- 
geUproof,  it  would  certmnly  have  been  fractured. 

The  wildness,  the  ferocity,  and,  as  much  per* 
haps  as  any  thing,  the  novelty,  of  a  man  occujued 
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in  this  fadiion,  would  of  itself  have  been  sufficient 
to  attract  the  attention  oi  the  populace ;  and  i/Hben 
he  saw  the  bent  of  their  humour,  and  commenced 
threshing  in  the  way  that  they  aj^ared  to  wish, 
they  began  by  thinking  that  there  was  method  in 
his  madness,  and  ended  in  believing  that  it  was  all 
method,  and  without  any  madness  whatever. 

The  influence  which,  some  ten  or  a  dozen  years 
ago,  he  possessed  over  the  minds  of  reformers,  or 
rather  those  calling  themselves  reformers — especial- 
ly in  the  provinces — ^would,  if  the  thing  were  not 
fredi  in  hundreds  of  mefmories,  be  reckoned  al^ 
together  impossible.  Of  those  sage  personages 
there  were  many  who  did  not  believe  in  Holy  Writ; 
many  more  who  did  not  believe  in  the  annual  and 
diurnal  motions  of  the  earth ;  many  too  who  did  not 
bdieve  that  honour  or  oath  was  any  bond ;  and 
they  b31,  with  one  accord,  united  in  disbelieving 
that  there  could  be  honesty  in  any  official  man,  cur 
that  it  was  possible  either  to  restore  England  to 
any  thing  Hke  prosperity,  or  even  to  bring  back  her 
circulating  medium  to  the  standard  of  the  Mint. 
They  believed  none  of  these  things;  and  they  were 
equally  sceptical  about  a  countless  number  of 
others,  which  the  more  calm  and  contemplative  of 
mankind  have  been  at  a  good  deal  of  pains  to  de- 
monstrate: but  they  one  and  all  believed,  not  only 
in  the  invincibility,    but   in  the  infallibility,   of 
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WilUam  Cobbett.  By  what  strange  operation — , 
by  what  "  airs  from  heaven  and  blasts  from  heU**'— 
he  had  been  rendered  invincible  and  infallil)!^,  jatSL 
time  when  so  many  of  those  who  had  devoted  their 
lives  to  single  points  over  which  he  swept  his  flail, 
were  by  the  same  parties  pronounced  to  be  all 
drivelling  and  in  the  wrong,  they  did  not  ?eem  to 
give  themselves  the  trouble  of  inquiring ;  and  they 
never  paused  to  think  that  the  existence  of  such 
an  intellectual  giant  as  they  made  Cobbett,  would 
have  been  in  itself  much  nH)re  of  a  miracle  than 
any  of  the  things  which  they  scouted  and  derided 
upon  the  ground  that  they  were  mere  impositions. 

This  strong  impression  which  was  produced 
upon  Cobbett's  worshippers — ^they  could  not  be 
called  disciples,  for  they  did  not  study  and  imitate, 
they,  only  believed  and  wondered — ^produced  ^  con- 
siderable effect  even  upon  those  who  neither  wished 
nor  could  believe  that  all  Cobbett's  sayings  were 
truth,  or  that  all  his  prophecies  would  be  fulfilled. 
Upon  this  account  they  began  to  regard  him  a& 
something  more  than  common — as  a  being  which 
at  all  events  it  would  be  just  as  well  to  let  akme ; 
and  when  he  found  this,  it  induced  him  to  assume 
a  more  daring  tone,  both  in  his  disquisitions  upon 
the  present  and  in  his  divinations  a^  touching,  the 
future:  and  had  Cobbett  had  the  discretion  to 
place  the  fulfilment  of  all  his  prophecies  at  the 
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distance  of  a  hundred,  or  even  fifty  years,  Cobbett 
might  have  gone  down  to  his  grave  with  the 
character  of  the  greatest  master  of  divination  that 
modem  times  had  produced. 

But  notwithstanding  the  magnitude  of  his  real 
powers,  which  within  a  certain  sphere  is  not  small — 
notwithstanding  the  devotedness  of  his  worship- 
pers— notwithstanding  the  awe  which  he  struck  into 
those  who  thought  di£Perently — and  notwithstanding 
that  many  of  his  predictions  seemed  for  a  time  to 
be  in  fair  progress  toward  fulfilment,  Cobbett  was 
all  the  time  nothing  but  a  mere  man,  and  a  man 
too  not  of  the  profoundest  mind,  or  the  clearest 
discernment^— although  he  had  that  which  went  very 
far  in  supplying  the  place  of  both.  The  first  symp- 
tom of  Cobbett^s  intellectual  mortality,  was  the 
great  homage  that  he  began  to  feel  himself  war- 
ranted in  pa3ring  to  himself.  This  is  a  danger  to 
which  pubhc  favourites  are  always  exposed — a  dan- 
ger too  which  is  almost  certain,  sooner  or  later,  to 
tumUe  them  down,  if  the  base  upon  which  they 
stand  be  not  all  the  broader.  When  a  man  finds 
that  other  people  worship  him,  he  can  hardly  avoid 
worshipping  himself ;  because  one  knows  full  well^ 
that  how  high  soever  he  may  stand  in  the  opinion 
c^  the  multitude,  he  must  stand  still  higher  in  his 
own  opinion.  Whatever  is  the  constant  object  of 
a  man's  worship,  isapt  to  be  also  the  constant  ob- 
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ject  of  bis  attention;  and  therefore,  as  even  Cobbett 
was  unable  to  devote  that  attention  to  self  whidi 
he  did  devote,  and  at  the  same  time  to  observe  or 
understand  how  the  rest  of  the  world  was  going 
on;  and  as  by  this  time  he  had  been  taught  to 
believe,  that  of  the  two  subjects  of  attention,  him- 
self was  the  most  important,  he  very  naturally 
became  a  little  blunted  both  to  external  things 
and  to  external  actions. 

That  a  prophesying  man  like  Cobbett  should 
have  jsiade  many  foolish  and  fragile  predictions 
one  can  easily  understand ;  but  that  out  of  so 
many,  so  few  should  have  been  fulfilled,  is  rather 
a  curious  matter.  It  is,  however,  not  a  matter  of 
very  difficult  solution.  The  probability  that  any 
man  shall  predict  rightly  with  regard  to  the  future, 
depends  a  good  deal  upon  the  portion  of  the  past 
on  which  he  grounds  his  predictions :  a  year  will 
be  a  better  datum  than  a  day,  an  age  than  a  year, 
and  so  on.  Now  I  have  mentioned,  and  I  believe 
the  whole  tenor  of  Cobbetf  s  writings  will  confirm 
it,  that,  however  strong  may  be  his  perception,  and 
however  accurate  his  estimate  of  things  which  are 
immediately  present,  he  has  not  paid  much  atten- 
tion to  the  past:  indeed,  the  intennty  of  his  [»re- 
'  sent  perceptions,  and  his  continual  oocupaticNa 
with  the  events  of  the  day,  must  have  weakened 
both  his  power  and  his  desire  of  so  attending ;  and 
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hence,  there  is  no  need  to  bring  against  him  a 
charge  of  voluntarily  and  violently  asserting  what 
he  knew  was  not  likely  to  happen.  Possibly  he 
was  deceived  himself,  and  took  his  opinions  as 
much  for  gospel  as  the  most  dotard  and  dreaming 
of  his  foUowfers.  In  so  far,  however,  as  the  non- 
fulfilment  of  the  prophecies  affected  the  infallibility 
of  the  seer,  the  question  as  to  whether  he  himself 
did  or  did  not  believe  them,  had,  or  could  have, 
very  little  influence ;  and  I  have  stated  it  merely 
in  order  to  show,  that  in  dissecting  the  character 
and  pretensions  of  this  notorious  write^  I  am  ac- 
tuated by  no  motive  other  than  a  desire  to  state 
the  facts,  and  conjecture  at  the  causes  as  fairly 
and  with  as  much  probability  as  possible. 

The  loss  of  Cobbett's  invindbility  has  been  as 
ix>mplete  as  that  of  the  other  element  of  his  singu- 
lar character ;  and  in  this  he  has  been  like  some 
other  great  men, — he  fias  done  that  for  himself 
which  he  and  his  friends  used  to  boast  all  the 
world  could  not  do  for  him.  His  assertions  upon 
all  subjects  have  been  bold,  and  upon  most  sub- 
jects have  been  hel4  to  be  incontrovertible ;  but 
in  the  course  of  his  multifarious  productions,  he 
has  so  contrived  to  state  them  with  exactly  the 
same  boldness  and  dogmatism  upon  the  very  op- 
posite sides,  that,  like  the  -|-  and  the  —  of  Alge- 
braists, they  have  so  completely  neutralized  each 
o2 
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Other,  that  there  are  very  few  pcnnts  indeed  upon 
which  the  final  equation  will  not  stand  thus : 
Cobbett's  opinion  =  0. 
The  means  which  he  adopted  to  prevent  the 
promulgation  of  this  conclusion,  when  he  foresaw, 
as  he  must  have  foreseen,  that  it  would  be  the  one 
ultimately  arrived  at,  hastened  rather  than  hin- 
dered its  arrival.  Like  Lord  Peter,  when  he  could 
not  succeed  in  convincing  his  brothers  by  argu- 
ment that  the  brown  loaf  was  a  shoulder  of  mut- 
ton, he  tried  the  e£Pect  of  swearing.  Not  being 
like  Lcnrd  Peter,  a  religionist  by  office,  he  did  not 
go  about  to  inflict  the  pains  of  the  anathema  upon 
those  who  doubted,  but  he  vowed  to  do,  or  to 
permit  to  be  done,  to  himself,  all  sorts  of  tlungs  in 
the  event  of  the  prophecies^  not  being  fulfilled.  He 
was  to  roast  himself  upon  gridirons,  or  allow  others 
so  to  roast  him;  and,  if  I  remember  rightly, 
he  was  to  eat  himself  after  being  duly  roasted. — 
This  part  of  the  prophecy  has  not  been  more  lite- 
rally fulfilled  than  the  other  parts,  but  still  it  has 
had  som^  sort  of  fulfilment :  others  have  roasted 
Cobbett,  though  not  upon  a  gridiron ;  and  Cobbett 
has  eaten,  not  himself  indeed,  but  that  which,  con- 
sidering him  as  a  public  writer,  the  only  light — or 
darkness  if  you  will— in  which  I  am  entitled  to 
consider  him,  comes  nearly  to  the  same  thing,— 4ie 
has  eaten  his  own  words. 
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The  most  singular  and  the  most  recent  of  Cob- 
bett's  tergiversations,  [  I  believe  the  proper  word 
is  verbiversations;  for  after  all,  it  is  a  turning  of 
the  words  and  not  of  the  man,— Cobbett  being,  as 
I  should  suppose,  pretty  much  the  same,  both,  back 
and  face,  when  he  adores  the  Vir^n  in  dreams  and 
kisses  the  Holy  Apostolic  toe  in  vision,  as  when  he 
was  hurling  his  objurgations  against  all  the  saints 
in  the  calendar,  and  rating  popes,  and  cardinals,  and 
Jesuits^  as  persons  with  whom  he  could  hold  no 
communion ;]  that  there  may  be  no  dispute  about  a 
word  however,  I  shall  say  that  the  most  singular  of 
all  Cobbetf  s  versations — ^would  be  his  change  from 
"  No  Popery  r  to  "  O  Popery  r  were  it  not  that 
there  is  here  both  a  physical  and  a  metaphysical 
cause.  Every  body  knows  that  the  adoration  of 
bones  is  one  of  the  points  in  which  "  O  Popery"* 
differs  from  "  No  Popery  ;''  and  after  Cobbett  fell 
to  relic-huiiting  in  America,  the  turn  which  his  writ- 
ten faith  would  take  became  a  very  self-evident 
matter.  I  would  not  have  mentioned  the  bones,  had 
it  not  been  that  upon  them  may  be  grounded  a  very 
excellent  plea  in  justiiBcation  of  the  change  of  the 
words ;  and  farther,  that  I  may  put  those  who  are 
curious  in  these  matters  in  possession  of  some  f  u- 
mours  that  I  have  heard,  which  bring  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  relics  into  some  sort  of  suspicion.  It 
seems  it  had  been  traditionally  reported  in  Americay 
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that  the  carcase  inhumated  where  Cobbett  per- 
formed his  resurrection,  could  not,  when  in  life, 
have  written  the  "  Rights  ot  Man  *^  at  all,  and  would 
not  have  done  so,  although  it  could ;  seeing  that  it 
was  reported  to  have  been  nothing  else  than  a  great 
baboon  which  a  ship-captain  had  brought  from 
Madagascar  as  a  curiosity,  and  which,  after  being 
chained  and  cudgelled  for  twenty  years,  had  been 
deposited  in  the  place  aforesaid.  Not  having  se^i 
the  skeleton  myself,  I  am  unable  to  say  whether 
this  be  or  be  not  the  &ct ;  but  I  think  it  not  at  all 
unlikely,  and  moreover,  I  see  no  reason  why  the 
bones  of  a  baboon,  or  even  of  a  donkey,  should  not 
have  answered  the  purpose  just  as  well  as  any  others. 
If,  however,  the  relics  be  still  in  existence,  it  would 
be  worth  while  to  send  the  skull  to  the  phrenologists, 
in  order  that  the  powers  and  the  propensities  might 
be  ascertained ;  and  also  to  remit  the  bones  of  the 
feet,  the  denies  caniniy  and  the  os  coccygisj  to  Mr. 
Lawrence,  or  any  other  person  equally  skilled  in 
physiology  and  comparative  anatomy,  who  would 
settle  at  once  whether  the  said  relics  belong  to  a 
tailed  or  tailless  organization — vindicating  whether 
the  owner  were  a  monkey  or  a  man.  At  the^tame 
time  that  this  were  done,  it  would  not  be  amiss  to 
send  a  file  of  the  Political  Register  to  some  syllable 
and  sentence  broker,  in  order  that  he  might  ascer- 
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tain,  if  possible,  whether  any,  and  if  any,   which 
of  the  varous  opinicHis  set  forth  is  the  right  one. 

The  great  importance  of  this  writer,  as  an  arti- 
cle of  public  property,  and  the  small  probability 
there  is  that  any  thing  will  remain,  after  the  lapse 
of  a  very  few  years,  by  which  an  estimate  of  his 
merits  can  be  formed,  have  induced  me,  and  in- 
deed forced  me,  to  devote  so  much  of  this  chapter 
to  him,  that  the  remainder  of  it  will  not  contain 
the  other  writers  of  this  .class — or  rather  the  wri- 
ters of  a  class  that  would  like  to  call  itself  this — 
few  and  small  as  they  are.  I  have  heard  that  there 
are  such  things,  printed  and  attempted  to  be  sold 
weekly  in  the  metropolis,  as  insults  to  decency  and 
slanders  against  religion,  by  some  ignorant  i^^ 
miserable  creatures  who  have  never  had  it  in  their 
power  to  practise  the  one  or  to  feel  the  other; 
but  many  as  are  the  faults  and  follies  of  the  Great 
Babylon,  and  they  are  not  few,  it  seems  that  even 
the  most  hopeless  and  helpless  of  the  population 
have  sense  enough  given  them,  and  virtue  enough 
left,  to  know  that  such  matters  are  a  disgrace. — 
They  are  not  obtruded  upon  any  body  ;  they  are 
so  obscure,  that  I  know  not  whether  they  belong 
to  present  or  merely  to  recent  times.  Perhaps 
they  are  all  in  their  graves,  and  if  so,  to  dig  them 
out  would  be  a  work  as  completely  of  supereroga- 
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tion,  as  it  was  in  CobbfsU  to  delve  up  the  remains 
of  Paine— -(Mr  the  baboon ;  and  to  a^tate  any  ques- 
tion which  could  arise  concerning  them,  would 
be  still  more  improfitable  than  the  agitation  of 
that  as  to  which.of  the  two  generajof  animals  to 
refer  the  bones. 


^^» 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


THE  JOURNALS    a. 


*^6ar  you  I  in  whose  grave  heads,  as  equal  scales, 
I  weigh  what  authors*  heaTiness-ezoels.** 


The  portimi  of  discharge  from  the  Babylonian 
wisdom  and  the  Babylonian  wits,  which  falls  to  be 
considered  under  this  title,  is  that  which  professes 
to  attend  more  to  science,  to  Uterature^  and  to  the 
arts,  than  to  the  mere  occurrences  of  the  day ;  and 
I  may  be  permitted  to  remark,  in  limine,  that 
though  this  be  by  far  the  elder  bom,  it  does  not 
appear  to  have  grown  to  such  perfection  as  the 
other.  At  any  rate,  upon  a  compariscm  of  the  pe- 
riodical literature  of  the  juresent  day  with  that 
which  was  in  existence  about  an  age  ago,  one  can 
mark  no  such  improvement  as  that  which  is  visible 
in  the  productions  of  the  newspaper  press.  About 
the  one  there  is  all  the  freshness  and  the  vigour 
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of  young  life,  while  the  other  b  stunted  and  dwarf- 
ed, and  appears  to  have 

**  Fallen  into  the  sear  and  yellow  leaf." 

The  causes  of  this  difference  may  perhaps  be 
found,  partly  in  the  nature  of  the  things  themselves, 
and  partly  in  the  changes  which  have  taken  place 
in  the  tastes  and  habits  of  society.  The  journalists 
have  a  comparatively  limited  range  of  subjects; 
almost  all  of  these  are  old,  and  have  been,  with  a 
Uttle  change  in  the  circumstances,  perhaps,  written 
about  again  and  again,  and  sometimes  in  so  masterly 
a  manner,  as  to  destroy  not  only  all  hope  of  excel- 
ling, but  almost  all  desire  of  emulation,  on  the  part 
of  the  modem  who  has  to  spin  his  brains  by  the 
week,  the  month,  or  the  quarter,  cheering  his  la- 
bour by  hammering  over  and  over  again  the  same 
old  tunes.  The  subjects,  again,  to  which  the  news- 
papers pay  their  attenticm,  may  be  frivolous,  but 
they  are  fresh  ;  they  concern  the  practical  pursuits 
of  mankind  more  nearly,  and,  therefore  they  come 
into  favour  more  naturally  and  with  less  effort 
upon  either  side. 

The  most  melancholy  symptoms  of  decay  are, 
however,  to  be  found  in  those  journals  which  pro- 
fess to  be  scientific. '  The  fact  is,  that  in  the 
whole  range  of  Babylonian  publication,  extended 
and  crowded  as  it  is,  the  quantity  of  sdentific  pro- 
ductions is  much  smaller,  and  their  quality  much 
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iitferior,  than  was  the  case  when  publishing  did 
not  extend  to  perhaps  one-tenth  of  its  present 
breadth.  This  cannot  arise  from  any  deterioration 
of  the  powers  of  men ;  because,  considering  the  fa- 
cilities that  there  now  are.  for  study,  and  the  in- 
creased number  of  persons  who  have  a  capacity 
for  it,  there  must  be  in  England,  and  by  necessary 
consequence  in  the  Babylon,  more  scientific  know- 
ledge at  the  present  time,  than  there  was  at  those 
times  when  the  printed  crop  of  it  was  more  abun- 
dant and  rich.  Neither  can  it  arise  from  any 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  mercantile  publishers  of 
books  to  discourage  one  species  of  productions  for 
the  sake  of  another ;  because  their  preferenpe,  like 
that  of  all  other  mercantile  men,  must  ever  be 
given  to  that  which  commands  the  readiest  and  the 
most  extensive  sale.  It  must,  therefore,  lie  with 
the  public  themselves :  and  if  one  look  abroad  into 
society,  one  cannot  help  observing  that  the  demand 
for  the  practical  applications  of  science  are  so  great, 
that  men  of  real  science  are  called  upon  to  per- 
form more  active  and  important,  and  more  lucra- 
tive duties,  than  the  reparation  of  books;  and  thus, 
though  there  be  no  want  of  capacity,  and  also  no 
want  of  materials,  the  operation  of  writing  is  left 
to  those  who  are  neither  well  gifted  in  the  one  re- 
spect,  nor  well  furnished  in  the  other,  Accofd- 
ingly  we  find,  that,  whatever  b^  the  period  of  their 
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appearance,  whatever  names  may  be  stuck  upon 
th^  title-pages,  and  from  the  nursery  of  wbicheyer 
Society  they  may  come  forth,  the  scientific  journals 
are  the  most  inane  and  the  most  obscure  of  all 
periodical  things,  and  answer  scarcely  another  pur- 
pose than  that  of  demonstrating  how  little  of  the 
genuine  scientific  spirit  has  been  left  to  animate 
the  ^^  learned  bodies/'  which  still  continue  to  meet 
their  meetings,  dine  their  dinings,  distribute  their 
honours  and  expose— «nd  truly  it  is  an  exposure — 
th^  transactions.  If  any  one  be  sceptical  upon 
these  points,  let  him  compare  the  last  volumes  of 
the  Royal  Society's  Transactions  with  the  first, — or 
even  the  Journal  of  the  Royal  Institution  with  all 
its  patronage  and  all  its  members,  with  the  earlier 
and  better  volumes  of  the  ^^  Philosophical  Journal^ 
collected  and  published  by  the  late  Mr.  Nicholson. 

The  fact  is,  that  in  this  respect  the  pubUc  seem 
to  have  grown  away  both  from  the  journals  and 
the  institutions ;  for  they  do  not  appear  disposed 
to  support  the  one  or  the  other.  The  failure  of  the 
Surrey  Institution,  the  inutility  of  the  London  one, 
the  mockery  of  the  Society  of  Arts,,  the  maud- 
lin solemnity  of  their  gravityships  at  Somerset 
House,  and  the  mild  keeping  and  repose  of  the 
Royal  Literarians,  may  all  be  appealed  to  as  evi- 
dence of  what  I  am  saying :  and  as  to  the  journals, 
again,  they  are  perhaps  the  only  species  of  periodical 
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publications  which  do  not  pay,  and  therefore  the 
only  ones  to  which— at  a  time  when  it  has  become 
necessary  that  every  man  should  bring  every  valu- 
able talent  that  he  possesses  fairly  and  frankly  to 
the  public  market — ^no  man  will  contribute  to,  if, 
either  in  the  way  of  publication  or  otherwise,  he 
can  turn  his  abilities  to  any  profitable  account 
No  doubt  the  learned  bodies,  and  such  heads  as 
€rod  has  given  them,  continue  to  set  forth  a  few 
odds  and  ends  for  die  purpose  more  of  demon- 
strating their  own  wisdom  than  of  adding  to  that 
of  the  public ;  but  really,  both  from  the  nature  of 
the  things  themselves  and  from  the  perfect  indif- 
ference with  which  they  are  recdved,  it  is  pretty 
evident  that  the  demonstration  would  be  as  clear, 
and  the  addition  as  great,  without  the  publication 
as  with  it. 

With  regard  to  the  literature,  the  case  is  differ- 
ent. I  do  not  say  that  the  literary  journals  are 
either  more  learned  or  more  profound,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  Babylon  and  of  the  public,  than  they 
formerly  were ;  but  I  am  disposed  to  think,  from 
the  many  attempts  that  are  made  at  th^  establish- 
ment, as  well  as  fnnn  the  lighter  materials  of  which 
they  are  composed,  and  from  the  more  immediate 
connexion  that  these  materials  are  made  to  have 
with  the  events  of  the  day,  that  they  are  more 
popular,  and  therefore  more  profitable.     So  long 
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as  they  continue  to  favour  the  public  with  abstract 
disquisitions  upon  virtue,  and  theoretical  diatribes 
against  vice,  by  those  whose  own  virtues  and  vices 
were  by  no  means  of  the  highest  character,  they 
are  edioes,  and  folks  cannot  be  expected  to  listen 
to  them,  unless  when  they  are  idle;  but  when 
they  leave  the  disquisition,  and  give  us  the  thihg 
itself,  whether  it  be  high  or  low,  virtuous  or  vici- 
ous, we  receive  it  as  something  which  adds  to  the 
knowledge  of  facts ;  and,  receiving  it  as  such,  we 
pardon  the  sauce  of  sentiment  or  saying  in  which 
it  floats,  however  meagre  or  however  rancid. 

That  portion  of  the  joumids  which  assumes  the 
form,  or  at  least  the  name,  of  criticism,  is  the  one 
which  has  in  these  days  undergone  perhaps  the 
greatest  change ;  and  much  as  has  been  done  to 
facihtate  the  manufacture  of  books  by  the  applica- 
tion of  machinery  both  to  the  preparing  and  the 
{nrinting  of  the  materials,  I  doubt  whether  the 
craft  of  reviewing  may  not  have  profited  more  by 
the  same  admirable  application.  '^  Dum  brevis 
esse  laboro  obscurusjioj^  is  completely  reversed  and 
refuted  here.  The  labour  of  the  critics  has  been 
wonderfully  shortened  ;  and  yet,  instead  of  being 
thereby  obscured,  it  has  become,  if  not  absolutely 
clear,  at  least  much  more  easily  seen  through  than 
ever.  But  I  shall  have  to  advert  to  these  matters,  as 
the  spectres  of  the  journals  pass  in  succession  before 
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m^  and  therefore  I  shall  assume  the  attitude  and 
the  gravity  necessary  for  receiving  and  doing  ju»' 
tice  to  the  goodly  show,— of  which  I  must  attend 
first  to  them  of  the  week,  as  they  have  the  least 
time  to  wait  ere  they  be  elbowed  into  oblivion  by 
their  successors. 

Among  the  weekly  journals,  the  foremost  place 
ought  perhaps  to  be  assigned  to  the  ^'  Mechanic's 
Magazine;^  not  because  it  is  the  work  of  the 
most  experienced  of  the  professed  writers,  but  for 
the  very  opposite  reason.  The  falling  off  of 
the  scientific  journals,  the  distances  of  time  at 
which  those  that  still  exist  make  their  appear- 
ance, the  hi^  price  at  which  they  have  to  be  sold 
in  order  to  replace  the  mere  cost  of  paper  and 
printing,  and  I  may  add  the  trifling  and  unprac- 
tical nature  of  most  of  their  contents^  had  rendered 
them  in  general  inaccesidble,  and  where  accessible^ 
useless  to  the  .artisans, — a  class  of  persons  among 
whom  knowledge  had  in  the  mean  time  been  making 
the  most  rapid  advances ;  and  improvements,  in- 
ventions, and  discoveries  of  all  kinds,  had  been 
increa^ng  in  a  corresponding  ratio. 

Many  must  have  been  aware,  from  the  great  im- 
provements that  had  been  taking  place  in  every 
department  connected  with  mechanics,  that  a  great 
store  of  produced  knowledge,  and  an  unlimited 
capacity  of  producing  more,  must  have  existed 
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among  the  operatives,  but  must  have  been  in  a 
great  measure  lost  both  to  society  and  to  thems^ves 
from  the  want  of  a  channel  through  which  it  could 
be  communicated.  It  could  not  be  expected  that 
men  who  had  to  wield  the  hammer  and  work  the 
saw,  whose  heads  had  no  sooner  invented  than 
their  hands  were  at  work  to  execute,  could  take 
much  interest  in  the  gossamer  leaves  of  that  which 
in  these  times  is  called  philosophy.  It  could  not 
be  expected,  and  it  would  have  been  absurd  to 
wish  for  such  an  expectation,  that  the  men  whose 
business  it  is  promptly  and  immediately  to  make 
that  which  is  useful  to  society,  should  sit  down  and 
thumb  a  dozen  of  pages,  in  order  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther a  small  moss  that  grows  no  where  nearer  than 
the  Mountains  of  the  Moon  in  Abyssinia,  and  is  a 
great — or  rather  a  small  rarity  even  there — be  green 
inclining  to  red,  or  red  inclining  to  green  ;  they 
must  have  been  presumed  to  be  too  much  occupied 
about  things  calculated  to  make  Ufe  agreeable,  for 
following  learned  per^ns  through  their  long  and 
sinuous  huntings — huntings  in  which,  like  the  cur 
with  the  stag,  their  first  glimpse  is  the  nearest — 
aftier  the  thing  called  life  itself,  which  after  all  is  not 
a  thing,  but  a  circumstance.  They  could  not  be 
expected  to  attend  to  these  things,  or  to  care  about 
them ;  and  therefore  it  could  not  be  hoped  that 
they  would  pay  their  quarterly  seven-and-sixpence 
in  order  to  know  how  very  foolishly  Master  This 
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Thing,  or  Mistress  That  Thing,  might  happen 
to  be  wasting  the  time  wluch,  in  a  plain  man''s  esti- 
mation, had  been  granted  them  for  other  and  more 
energetic  purposes. 

^ut  though  the  harvest,  of  intellect  and  of  the 
proceeds  of  intellect,  which  wa&  thus  accumulating 
and  ripening,  must  have  been  known  to  the  great, 
it  is  rather  singular  that  the  reaping  of  it  was  so 
long  protracted ;  and  considering  the  capacity  that 
there  npt  only  was,  but  must  have  beien  known  to 
be,  among  the  mechanics  of  England,  the  readiness 
with  which  they  would  exercise  that  capacity  for 
their  mutual  benefit,  and  the  great  popularity  and 
high  reward  that  would  attend  him  who  should  first 
clear,  a  proper  arena  for  those  numerous  and  skil- 
ful workmen,  it  is  really  matter  of  astonishment 
that  ^^  The  Mechanic's  Magazine^  should  be  a 
production  but  as  of  yesterday.  When,  indeed,  it 
was  once  establidied,  the  eyes  of  people  were  open- 
ed to  its  utility ;  and  imitations  of  it  have  accord- 
ingly been  tried  with  various  success,  but  in  ge- 
neral with  success  more  in  proportion  as  the  plan 
and  their  execution  are  assimilated  to  those  of  the 
original.  The  advantages  of  '*  The  MechanicV 
Magazine^  are  many  and  great :  it  is  the  work  of  no 
dreaming  theorist,  no  dotard  would-^be  philosopher, 
no  pioneer  in  the  fields  of  writing,  who  delves  to 
the  same  extent,  mid  with  the  same  intention,  whe- 
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ther  he  haj^n  to  know  the  nature  of  the  soil  or 
the  substance  through  which  he  delves  or  not; 
but  of  practical  mechamc8,-Hnen  whose  lives  are  in 
general  devoted  to,  and  whose  livings  are  in  general 
earned  by,  the  use  of  that  of  which  they  seek  the 
improvement.  He  who  does  not  at  once  see,  that, 
in  the  improvement  of  mechanical  details,  a  dozen 
of  real  mechanics  are  worth  ^'  a  hundred  head  of 
Aristotle^s  friends,^  whatever  other  trouble  he  may 
put  one  to,  is  no  fit  subject  with  whom  to  argue ; 
and  when  it  is  borne  in  mind,  that  the  intelligent 
mechanics  of  Britain  are  not  merely  thousands  but 
millions,  a  judicious  selection  of  what  they  have  to 
say,  in  whatever  language  they  may  choose  to  say 
it,  is  incalculably  more  valuable  than  all  that  could 
be  obtained  on  the  same  subjects  from  any  other 
quarter.  If  the  matter  at  issue  were  politics,  or 
preaching,  or  blood-letting,  or  book^-making,  or 
any  thing  else  which  demands^  a  particular  class  of 
people  and  a  peculiar  course  of  study^,  then  I 
should  object  to  taking  the  suffrages,  of  the  me- 
chanics as  the  infallible  rule  with  regard  to  it :  but 
just  for  the  very  same  reason,  I  must  think,  and  it 
is  right  that  I  should  express  it,  that  the  medianics 
themselves  are  the  cmly  fit  persons  for  fumishiag 
the  materials  for  '^  The  Mechanic's  Magazine  T' 
and  were  they  to  ask  and  to  obtain  those  materials 
from  even  the  best  of  the  Babylonian  literati,  such 
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a  proceeding 'would  involve,  if  not  the  same  degree, 
at  least  the  same  kind  of  absurdity,,  as  though  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exdie^uer  wete  to  employ  his 
tailor  to  draw  up  the*  aimudi  budget,  or  his  Grace 
of  Canterbury  to  collect  the  materials  of  his  visii 
'  tation  address  from  the  watermen  at  Lambeth 
Stairs. 

Thefaet  of  its  emaniBititig  from  the  mechanics 
themselves,  and  therefore  being  as  extended  and  as 
permanent  as  they  are,  must  be  considered  as  the 
preeminently  valuaUe  future  of  this  Magazine ; 
and  it  appears  so  completely  to  have  occupied  this 
ground,  as  to  preclude  its  rivals  from  any  thing 
like  a  correspondingparticipation  in  it.  Other  ad- 
vantages,* mich  as  cheapness  of  "price  and  frequency 
of  puUication-^and  they' are  no  mean  recommends 
ations  in  their  way-^Aiey  may  polssess  mtcommoii 
with  it:  bttt.it  is  not  the  drcuktion  'of  a}  cheap 
publication,  and  the  drculation  of  it  frequently, 
that  alone  aile  calculated  to  do  good— a  thing  might 
be  giVen  every  day^  given  gratis,  or  even  given 
with  a  prenohim,  and  it  might  still  be  possible  that 
it  might  pi^oce  noi  good  effect.  It  is  not  even 
the  intrinsic  merit  of  the  articles  contained  in  ^^  The 
Meclumie's  *  Magazine'^  upon  which  I  would  rest 
its  superiority  ^'  iar  in  looking  into  it  I  have  found 
many  things  that  weri  coarse,  several,  that  were 
vi^onary,  and  a  £ew  that  wei^  nonsiensicalV  but 
p2 
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the  grand,  the  redeeming   circumstance  —  that 
which  is  more,  valuable  than  the    choicest  pro- 
ductions of  professional  writers,  is,  that  this  pub- 
lication has  excited  a  spirit  of  inquiry  aitaong  a 
large  and  valuable  class  of  men,  and  added  to  the 
stock  of  general  information  the  results  of  an  enor- 
mous quantity  of  practical  talent — ^the  best  of  all 
kinds  of  talent,  which  before  it  had  this  stimulus 
and  this  scope,  was  allowed  to  lie  utterly  waste,  or 
at  least  confined  within  the  Umited  range  and-limit- 
ed  duration  of  individual  artists,  instead  of  being 
propagated  to  every  place,  and  preserved  for  suc- 
cessive generations.  .... 
The  great  cause  why  the  modems  have  added 
so  much  to  the  intelligence  and  the  comforts  of 
society  is,  that  the  Press  brings  every  addition  thai 
is  made  to  knowledge  into  immediate  use,  and  pre- 
vents any  thing  from  being  lost;  and,  that  England 
has  prospered  more  since  the  revival  of  letters  than 
any  other  country,  at  the  same  time  that  the  Press 
in  England  has  been  in  the  most  vigorous  and  most 
unconstrained  exercise,  is  a  proof  that,  like  all 
other  good  things,  it  is  best  when  left  to  its  own 
management,  without  the  fetters  of  direct  political 
despotism  on  the  one  hand,  or  the  indirect  and 
equally  pernicious  despotism  of  small  and  conceited 
virtuosi  on  the  other.     I  have  mentioned  already 
that  the  genius  of  the  present  times,  and  the  ne- 
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cessities  and  habits  of  the  English,  and  more 
espedally  of  Babylonian  society » do  not  reqyire, 
or  even  allow^  that  so  large  a  proportion  of  talent ' 
diall  be  employed  in  retired  and  abstract  spe- 
culation, as  when  men  were  less  intent  upon  actitig 
and«  enjoying^  and  when  public  and  private  ex- 
penses were  not  so  pressing  in  their  demands :  but 
just  in  proportion  as  the  number  of  retired  and 
laborious  students  has  diminished— or,  to  speak 
more  correctly,  has  not  increased  with  the  increase 
of  the  population — the  number  both  of  thinkers 
and  inventors,  who  carry  on  these  processes  for 
the  double  purpose  t>f  amusing  the  intervals  ^ 
.their  labour,  and  lightening  their  burden  of 
it,  has  increased.  All  that  any  one  of  those 
persons  may  do  within  a  short  time  may  not  be 
great,  but  they  are  so  many,  that  the  amount  of 
the  whole  is,  in  its  magnitude  as  well  as  in  its  im- 
portance, one  of  the  best  additions  that  could  be 
made  to  the  recorded  knowledge  of  the  passing  age. 
Nor  is  this  interchiemge  of  information  among 
the  artizans,  and  this  increase  of  general  inform- 
ation, the  only  advantage  which. is  conferred  by  the 
well-conducted  part  of  the  weekly  journals;  for 
they  not  only  diffuse  among  the  people  the  means 
and  the  desire  (^  reading,  but  they  have  a  ten*- 
dency  also  to  withdraw  them  from  somewhat  of 
that  dissipation  to  which  everywhere,  and  more 
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especiaUj  in  a  place  like  London,  they  are  so  much 
exposed.  In  this  respect  the  journals  have,  a  yaat 
advantage  over  the  newapapors ;  and  the  little  dis- 
quisitions upon  subjects  connected  with  sdieDce, 
with  the  arts,  and  with  literature,  whidi  they  con*- 
tain,  have  a  much  more  wludesome  influence  upon 
the  labouHng  classes  than  the  political  disquiations 
<^  the  new8p^)er  editors.  The  newspaper,  at  least 
the  disquisition  part  of  it,  does  best  in  the  alehouse : 
while  the  journal,  again,  is  more  adapted  for  home 
perusal;  and  the  workman  who,  upon  Saturday 
night  lays  out  the  price  of  one  pot  of  beer  in  the  pur- 
chase of  his  little  journal,  has  a  chance,  not  only  of 
preventing  the  tone  of  his  mind  fit>nvbeing  relaxed 
during  the  Sunday,  but  of  actually  saving  upon  that 
day  the  price  of  two  pots  of  beer,  the  consumption 
of  whidi^  would  certainly  add  nothing  either  to  his 
strength  and  skill  in  working,  or  to  his  comfort 
^ther  as  an  individual  or  as  a  member  of  a  family. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  ^y  that  the  circulation  of  any 
description  of  journals  would  make  the  labouring 
classes  either  philosophers  or  heri^its,  and  probably 
it  is  not  desirable  that  they  ^lould ;  those  being  de- 
scriptions^ of  persons^  who  thrive  best  when  the  majo- 
rity of  people  are  not  very  well  infi>n(ned—- for  the 
same  reason,  perhaps,  that  rotten  wood  and  putrid 
fish  become  a  sort  of  luminaries  in  a  dark  room,—* 
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but  it  is  cerl«in,.tluU;9  since  the  breaking  down  of 
printed  information  into  those  small  portions  has 
be^  introduced,  those  classes  of  society  have  risen 
a  great  deal  in  the  scale  both  of  intelligence  and  of 
morality. 

I  am  not  sure  that  the  ve^y  criticisms^  and  the 
litecatuie  of  :the  .week^  are  calculated  to  have  so 
exlenaiyeand  such  beneficial  effects  as  the  weekly 
recovds  cf  inventiona^  discoveries,  and  improved 
modes,  tai  applying  science  to  assist  man  in  his 
labours.  Tbe  journals  omtaining  this  are  pro^ 
duoed  by  a  jclass  of  persons  somewhat  different, 
from  those  who  fsoduce  the  other,  and  the  readers 
of  them  are  also  di£feresit.  Still,  however,  they,  in 
^ome  sort  or  other^  help  to  keep  one^s  information 
up  to  the  state  of  things ;  and  though  the  weekly 
reviewers  may  not  be  the  beatfinformed  or  the  most 
impartial  of  all  possible  judges,  yet  they  let  one 
know,  not  only  that  such  and  such  books  have  been 
published;  but,  by  affording  a  specimen  or  two-^-and 
their  interest: leads  them  to  make  those  specimens 
as  long  and  as  good  as/they  can— -they  enable  one 
to  judge  tKfaat  books  are  not  worth  inquiring  after, 
which  is  perhaps  t|ie  most  wholesome  piece  of  in^ 
fbrmatioii  that  can  be  conferred  upon  a  voracious 
reader. 

In  point  of  -standing,  of  information  as  to  the 
commercnal  part  of  the  literary  world,  of  drcula- 
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tioD,  and  particularly  of  abundant  quotation^— es- 
pecially from  books  published  by  certain  houses — 
The  Uterary  Gazette  stands  at  the  top  of  this  class. 
"  The  Literary  Gazette''  is  neither  very  wise  as  an 
oracle,  nor  very  much  to  be  trusted  as  a  judge ; 
and  its  connexion  with  the  trade  of  book-selling  is 
too  close  and  too  well  known,  for  allowing  of  that 
perfect  fairness  which  would  be  demanded  of  such 
a  monitor.  Furthermore,  it  has  got  ccmipletely 
estabUshed ;  and  when  a  thing  of  its  description 
accomplishes  this,  those  who  have  the  management 
are  very  apt  to  become  indolent.  But  still  **  The 
Grazette"'  is  not  without  its  uses;  and  though 
the  praise  or  the  censure  which  it  awards  be  often 
ludicrously  at  variance  with  the  quoted  evidence, 
yet  one  can  always  at  least  guess  at  the  general 
nature  of  a  book,  from  the  character  which  is  made 
and  taken  of  it  in  "  The  Gazette.'' 

Weekly  reviews  seem  to  have  been  a  curious 
sort  of  articles,  from  Misf  s  Journal  down  to  this 
one ;  and  indeed,  literary  criticism  is-  produced 
from  so  many  motives^  by  so  many:  persons,  and 
for  so  many  purposes^  that  the  analysis  <tf  it  would 
of  itself  form  a  pretty  dzable,  and  bj  no  means 
an  unappropriate,  Babylon.  A  large  quantity  of  it 
is  procured  from  or  by  the  publishers  of  books,  and 
the  portion  so  procured  always  dresseth  itself-  out 
in  "  the  garments  of  praise."    Another*  portion 
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comes  from  or  by  those  who  do  not  publish  the 
books  in  question,  but  who  publish  other  books  ; 
and  this,  again,  beareth  itself  with  ^^  the  spirit  of 
heaviness  :*^  in  like  manner — or  rather  in  a  manner 
not  exactly  like — there  are  favourable  things,  and 
things  unfavourable,  furnished  by  those  who  write 
or  otherwise  manufacture  books.  It  would,  how* 
ever,  be  impossible  to  communicate  all  the  kinds 
and  degrees  of  prdse  and  censure  which  enter  into 
the  practice  of  this  curious  craft :  and  though  one 
had  rlDom,  and  also  disposition  to  do  it,  it  would 
still  be  doubtful  whether  it  were  in  itself  worth  the 
doing;  and  this  doubt  is  increased,  when  one  coii- 
nders  that  if  the  criticism  in  one  journal  be  unfair, 
either  as  praising  or  as  censuring,  it  is  very  apt  to 
be  neutralized  by  that  of  another  journal.  Even 
the  cri|ic  himself  seems  not  to  have  the  power  of 
concealing  the  fact  that  he  writes  against  his  own 
conviction.  If,  indeed,  he  happen  to  be  a  man  of 
talent^— of  capacity  sufficient  to  appreciate  the  siib^ 
ject  that  is  before  him,  it  is  not  possible  that  he 
shall  write  respecting  it  contrary  to  his  opinion,  be 
the  influence  of  the  prejudice  or  the  pay  under 
which  he  writes  ever  so  strong,  without  continually 
tearing  holes  in  the  mantie  by  which  he  strives  to 
conceal  his  real  sentiments.  The  expression  of  opi- 
nion in  writing,  is  like  that  of  passion  in  the  coun- 
tenance and  in  the  attitude :  if  an  attempt  be  made 
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to  render  the  ngn  dUfiferoit  ham. the reaititj,  dune 
is  always  some  Wayward  mmcle  mhkk  tdkes.  the 
wrong  twist,  or  seme  laggmg  limb  that  ,re(maui9 
laithfiil  to  nature.  Hence  lie  who  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  examining  this  deseription  of  literatiire 
ean  estimate  with  very  oonoderahk  aocmmcy  tibe 
value  of  what  a  critic  8ays;>.sB(id,3aBtasis  the  case 
with  the  external  assumption  of  passicm,  the  inode 
of  detection  increases  wilh.the  vidsnoecf  tibtfU 
which  is  assumed.  If  die  ^objecti  be  io  iprabe  a 
book  which  is  really  bad«  Jthen,  as  this  is  juoixmiy 
a  less  pleasant,  but  inealcuUbly  moce  dkfficailt  taak, 
than  the  praunng  of  Bgoodbook,  the  j»»iseiaso 
mounted  upon  stilts,  mod  so  ^aiffiad  and  pusbed 
<mt  in  aH  its  dimensionB,  that  it  is  easily  detected. 
It  sometimes  happens,  too,  that  the  loxitic  gratifies 
something<)f  a  more  close  and  perfisnalnatuis,  bj 
praising  that  which  he  knows  and  feds  to  be  bad«— f 
there  is  less  of  xiraUdp  tb  lus  own  wisdom^  than 
if  it  were  better.  When,  th^dEbre,  in  any  matt^ 
of  praise  in  those  criticisms,  one.  discovers -suoh  a 
discrepancy  betweai  the  judgment  and  the  evi- 
dence, or  such  flaws  and  ine^nsistcsndes.  ,tn  tbe 
judgment  its^,  as  ^lables  €ne  to  discover  that  it 
proceeds  from  liferent  motives,  and, has  a  da&rent 
object  from  those  which  ought  to  actuate  a  £Edr 
critic,  then  one  is  to  consider  it  as  b^g  unjust  in 
tl^  exact  ratio  of  its  warmth.     A  little  praise,  un- 
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der  sudi  curcumstances,  and  the  thing  pmned  laay 
be  paattMe;  a  little  more,  and  it  may  still  be  to- 
leraMe ;  bat  gb  on,  and  there  is  always  an  eleva- 
tion of  eulogy,  at  which  the  thing  eulogised  may 
be  regarded  as  altogether  worthless. 

In  like  manner,  as  it  takes  more  praise  to  help  m 
book  in  proportion  as  that  book  is  bad,  it  takes 
more  censure  to  hurt  one  in  proportion  as  it  is 
good ;  and  therefore  interested  censure  must  be 
reoeiyed  and  disalt  with  according  to  the  same  io- 
verted  jMXKsess  that  is  necessary  in  the  case  ci  inte- 
rested liaise.  In  this  case,'howeYer,  the  detection  is 
not  just  soeasy  as  in  the  other;  fdr  censure  can  be 
assumed  with  a  much  closer  imitaticm  of  truth,  than 
approbation  can  be^-^just  in  the  same  way  ihat  in 
common  tife,  the  vices,  follies,  and  oddities  of  men 
are  much  more  easily  imitated  dian  their  virtues. 
Whether  this  greater  facility  with  which  condem*- 
nation  can  be  counterfeited,  be  owing  to  the  virtue 
of  mankind  or  to  their  vice — whether  it  be  moate 
congenial  to  human  nature,  or  less  so,  imd  beii^  ex* 
tiinac— a  habit  as  it  were,  and  on  that  account  more 
easily  put  on  than  a  strong  natural  fedUng,  sudi  as 
that  of  a<kmration,  can  be  roused, — I  shall  not  in- 
quire ;  but  this  I  can  say  of  my  own  experience, 
and  I  am  not  singular  in  the  sajdng  of  it,  that  I 
have  often  been  deceived  by  false  censure,  but  sel- 
dom by  false  praise.    When,  indeed,  one^s  own  seH 
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happens  to  be  the  object  either^of  the  one  or  the 
other,  that  seems  completely  to  alter  die  case ;  and 
not  merely  to  alter  it  by  a  transposition  of  the  per- 
ceptions, but  by  a  great  increase  both  of  force  and 
of  faith  to  that  which  looks  out  for  applause,  and 
a  corresponding  diminution  of  that  which  would 
have  to  deal  with  censure. 

When  the  number  of  new  books,  and  of  books 
which  are.  not  new  that  come  forth  and  pass  before 
those  weekly  tribunals  for  judgment,  is  considered, 
it  must  be  pretty  evident  that  no  establishment 
which  their  most  extended  circulation  could  afford, 
would  be  able  to  pay  for  that  careful  reading  and 
patient  examination  which  would  be  necessary  for 
enabling  the  critic  to  give  learned  and  impartial 
sentence,  if  the  whole,  or  even  a  considerable .  part, 
of  those  books  ware  original.  But  the  adaptation 
of  machinery  to  the  practice  of  modem  literature, 
has  been  to  the  full  as  efficient  in  abbreviating  the 
labour  of  the  critic,  as  in  superseding  that  of  the 
author ;  and  all  that  the  weekly  reviewer  has  to  do^ 
is  merely  to  take  his  cue  as  to  whether  the  general 
scope  of  his  observations  shall  be  laudatory  or  ladl- 
ing, and  then  a  jiididous  use  of  the  sci^sars  saves 
him  the  waste  both  of  his  ink  and  his  understandr 
ing.  In  as  far,  indeed,  as  the  weekly  review  is  a 
mere  appendage  to  the  publisher,  and,  with."  The 
Gazette''  especially,  this  goes  a  great  length,  all 
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that  is  demanded  is  a  sentence  or  two  that  can  be 
advantageously  quoted  in  the  advertisements  of 
the  book^ — as  for.  this  purpose  it  is  found,  or  at 
least  supposed,  that  the  words  **  Literary  Grazette^ 
have  a  better  sound  than  the  words  ^^  Morning 
Chronicle/' 

Tfte  Literary  Chronicle j  in  its  matter  and  its 
manner,  bears  a  considerable  resemblance  to  the 
*^  Literary  Gazette;*'  and  as  it  is  not  so  immedi- 
ately under  the  control  of  individual  booksellers  as 
that  journal,  its  opinions  are  possibly  more  to  be 
depended  upon  :  at  least,  I  have  never  been  able 
to'trace  in  it  the  same  vehemence  of  praise  or  of 
censure,  when  there  appeared  not  to  be  much 
ground  or  necessity  either  for  the  one  or  the  other^ 
that  I  have  often  found  in  the  other  print.  The 
same' circumstances,  however,  which  give  less  bias 
and  prejudice  to  **  The  Literary  Chronicle,''  give  it 
perhaps  a  more  limited  circulation;  and  thus,  though 
its  voice  may  be  more  honest,  it  is  perhaps  not  so 
loud,  or  so  generally  listened  to.  It  must  not 
hence  be  supposed  that  people  are  more  foolish  in 
their  appreciation  of  critics  than  in  that  of  any 
thing  else  ;  for  throughout  the  whole  fabric  of 
society,  from  the  parliamentary  orator  to  him  who 

"  Cries  green  bastings  with  an  engine" 

through  the  streets,  the  strongest  lungs  generally 
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command  the   greatest  attention,  and  insure  the 
most  abundant  success. 

Those  two  journals  are  enough,  and  perhaps 
more  than  enough,  as  a  specimen  of  the  critical 
portion  of  Babylonian  weekly  literature.  Others, 
somewhat  different  in  nature,  are  from  time  to 
time  attempted;  but  most  of  those,  like  many  of 
the  Sunday  newspapers,  take  their  departure  be- 
fore one  can  determme  whether  they  are  to  be 
good  or  bad.  The  most  recent,  pretending,  and 
peculiar  of  these  is  The  News  of  Literature  and 
Fmhum-^B.  journal  wluch^  in  its.'phm)  is  more 
ori^nal,  more  varied,  and  more  ocmiprehensiTe 
than  any  of  the  rest.  The  greater  pkrt  of  it  is 
certainly  furnished  by  a  number,  of  persons, 
profesang  very  different  degrees  both  of  ability 
and  of  opinion  as  to  how  that  ability  should  be 
turned  to  acooutit.  One  advantage  it  possesses 
over  the  others,  in  that  a  considerable  portion  of 
it  is  devoted  to  the  public  occurrences  and  gossip 
of  the  day.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this,  if  done 
with  prcqper  brevity  and  spirit,  would  be  of  ccmsi^ 
derable  use,  and  might  in  time  have  a  good  deal 
of  influence  upon  public  opinion  and  public  taste; 
but  to  render  that  influence  salutary,  more  talent 
would  be  necessary,  both  for  the  furnishing  of  the 
materials,  and  for  judging  of  them  when  furnished, 
than  the  sale  of  such  a  work  could  be  expected  to 
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remunerate,  unless  some  junto  of  Mecsenases  should 
tiJceitintodieir  faeadfrtobfrin  this  wny  charitable 
to  ilbe  puUib,^^-*-an  oocuraenoe  not  very  likely,  and 
periiiifMi  not  rery  ^erirable.  This  journal  is^  haw- 
&rer;  of  but  short  standing;  imd  its  materials  are 
of  lOTari^ptted  a  comidexion,that  it  must  be  left  to 
form  its  owm  charaeter. 

The  fag  end— and  truly  it  is  a  fag  ^d«-^f  the 
weddy  fitenituTe,  is  brought  up  by  whole  swanti* 
of  «  MiiTors,**  and  «  Bee^''  and  "  Wasps,'*  and 
*' Binders,^  and  no  onier  can  tdl  how  riia»y  dddly 
des%nated  twDupenny«worths  and  three^penny- 
worths  of  paperprinted  after  some  fadiion,  having 

^^  The  itch  of  picture  m  the  front. 

With  hays  and  wicked  rhyme  upon 't ;" 

all  of  which,  though  they  have  not  much  absolute 
value,  and  no  original  value  whatever  as  literary 
compodtions,  are  yet  ot  considerable  importance, 
not  only  to  the  makers  and  venders,  but  to  th^t 
portion  of  the  people  who  have  neither  leisure  nor 
disposition  for  the  perusal  of  large  books. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  weekly  literature  of  the  Babylon — 
^md  as  the  weekly  literature  is  that  which  more 
immediately  and  properly  belongs  to  the  humble 
9nd  labouring  classes  of  society,  it  may  be  consi^ 
dered  as  indicating  the  changes  of  their  tastes — ^is 
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the  great  difference  that  has  taken  place  in  its. na- 
ture and  form,  since  peace  and  prosperity  returned 
to  England.  When  war  with  the  sword  was  raging 
abroad,  and  war  with  the  tongue  was  hot  at  home 
— when  the  glory  or  the  idleness  of  the  army  terr 
rified  strong  men  to  risk  their  bones  in  unknown 
climes  for  unknown  objects,  and  leave  their  relatives 
a  burden  upon  the  public ;  when  restrictions  and 
blockades,  and  armed  vessels  upon  the  sea,  rai- 
dered  commerce  both  expensive  and  hazardous  in 
itself^  and  the  drain  for  th^  public  expenditure 
still  farther  diminished  its  retums-^when  those 
causes  brought  distress — ^and  when  distress,  as  is 
always  the  case,  brought  dissatisfaction, — the  week- 
ly reading  of  the  poorer  classes  of  society  was  very 
different  from  what  I  found  it  in  the  Babylon.  In 
those  days  there  were  furious  political  pamphlets, 
and  angry  attacks  upon  every  person  who  was  in 
any  way  connected  with  the  existing  authorities ; 
but  now  the  interest  of  those  things  has  gone  by, 
and  the  people  look  for  more  quiet  but  more  per- 
manent information.  The  reading  which  was  then 
popular,  was  any  thing  but  valuable  in  itself,  for 
it  excited  discontent,  without  either  the  desire  or 
the  capacity  of  removing  or  mitigating  the  grounds 
of  discontent ;  but  still  it  is  by  no  means  improba- 
ble that  it  had  its  effect,  in  calling  forth  that  desire 
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of  informaticH],  which  happier  times  have  enabled 
to  direct  itself  to  more  valuable  and  desirable  ob- 
jects. The  operation  of  sharpening  is  always  a 
harsh  one,  and  one  which  wears  away  part  of  the 
metal ;  but  notwithstanding  this,  it  always  adds  to 
the  usefulness  of  the  instrument. 


VOL.  u. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

THE  JOURNALS  g. 


^'  And  as  in  prison  mean  rogues  beat 
Hemp  for  the  service  of  the  great. 
So  Whackom  beats  his  dirty  brains 
T*  adTiDoe  his  master's  fisme  and  gains. 
And,  like  the  devil's  orades, 
Puts  into  doggrel  rhyme  his  spells, 
Which  over  every  month's  blank  page 
I'  th'  ahnanac  strange  bilks  presage." 

Butler. 


If  it  were  not  that  the  pr]riiig  philosophy  of 
these  scrutinizing  and  inquisitive  times  in  which 
our  existence  is  cast  has  destroyed  all  the  materials 
both  of  mythology  and  divination,  and  cut  us  off, 
hot  only  from  a  great  deal  of  very  delightful  castle- 
building,  but  forced  us  to  have  recourse  to  things 
themselves  for  their  own  explanation,  a  very  fine 
and  by  no  means  an  unfair  theory  of  the  gr^at 
difiPerences  between  the  daily  and  the  monthly 
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Hterature  of  the  Babylon  might  be  founded  on  the 
mythological  and  horoscopical  functions  of  the  two 
luminaries  which  physically  measure  out,  and  are 
metaphysically  supposed  to  rule  over,  those  two  por- 
tions of  duration.  Every  body  knows  that  time 
is  divided  into  days  by  the  sun,  and  that  the  moon, 
in  like  manner,  portions  it  out  into  months ;  and 
in  like  manner  also,  as  the  sun  is  said  to  be  the  in- 
spirer,  the  guardian,  and  the  patron  of  wits,  the 
moon  takes  charge  of  those  whose  imaginations  have 
become  so  swift  in  their  courses  as  to  leave  the 
wits  behind. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  attempt  either  the  building 
or  the  borrowing  of  such  a  theory,— a  theory  which, 
whatever  of  charm  or  of  truth  there  might  be  in  it, 
I  have  mentioned  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
remove  it  out  of  the  way,  lest  some  friend  of  the 
day  and  enemy  of  the  moon  should,  through  fear 
of  a  visitation  o(  the  latter,  make  use  of  it  to  the* 
injury  of  that  which  so  little  needs  and  could  so 
ill  bear  to  be  injured.  So  far  indeed  is  itfrom^ 
being  the  case,  that  thosje  who  minister  to  the 
daily  papers  are  in  their  wits,  and  those  who 
minister  to  the  monthly  jourmds  out  of  them,  that 
.  the  former  derive  their  importance,  not  from  their 
own  wits,  nor  indeed  from  wits  of  any  kind, .  but 
from  the  dull  and  matter-of-fact  current  of  events, 
q2  ^ 
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while  the  latter  have  little  but  their  o¥ni  wit» 
whereupon  to  depend. 

Whether  it  may  have  been,  that  when  men  felt 
or  fancied  themselves  to  be  more  under  celestial 
influence  than  at  present,  the  full  moon  was  ac- 
counted the  most  favourable  time  for  the  gatherings 
of  the  lunation  to  be  put  into  print,  I  shall  not 
take  upon  me  to  determine;  but  monthly  pub- 
lication has  long  been  a  favourite  practice  with  .the 
small  literati,~and  not  with  these  only,  for  the 
monthly  magazines  have  always  been  a  sort  of 
dripping-pans  to  catch  whatever  the  fire  of  genius 
might  separate  from  the  greater  messes  during  the 
process  of  intellectual  cookery;  and  there  have 
been  times  when  the  foremost  of  England's  literati 
have  inserted  their  shortest,  and  perhaps  there- 
fore their  best  productions,  in  the  monthly  journals. 

Of  all  the  species  of  periodical  hterature,  this 
seems  however  to  be  the  one  which,  if  from  its 
nature  it  admits  of  improvepient  corresponding  to 
that  of  society^  has  actually  received  the  lea^  of  it. 
Compare  a  daily  newspaper  of  the  present  day 
with  one  fifty  years  old,  and  the  modem  appears  a 
giant  beside  the  other :  compare  monthly  ma- 
gazines in  like  manner,  and  if  there  be  any  differ- 
ence, the  modem  one  is  the  dwarf.  As  records 
of  facts— -as  giving  any  thing  like  a  full  and  fair 
history  of  the  month,  they  are  a  great  deal  worse 
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than  their  predecessors ;  and  among  the  whole  pro^ 
ducts  of  the  Babylonian  lunation,  I  have  never  met 
with  a  single  page  of  record  as  to  the  events  of  the 
month,  that  seemed  worthy  either  of  confidence  or 
of  consultation.  While  the 'newspapers  have  super- 
seded them  in  this  department,  the  Minerva  Press 
—that  press  which  works  up  into  amusement  tar 
idle  young  women  the  overflowings  of  the  brains  of 
idle  old  women,  at  the  rate  of  some  threepence- 
halfpenny  a-page — ^has  spoiled  them  of  another  and 
a  favourite,  if  not  a  chosen,  portion  of  their 
heritage :  they  do  not  now,  as  formerly,  get  bun- 
dles of  sentimental  tales  and  strange  romances  sent 
to  the  office  post-paid,  from  which  they  can  cull  a 
few  leaves  to  eke  out  the  portion  which  the  ever- 
exhausting  brains  of  the  conductor  were  able  to 
bring  together.  The  weekly  periodicals  have  de- 
spcnled  them  in  another  quarter :  they  anticipate 
them  in  notices  and  extracts  of  books,  and  also  in 
giving  circulation  to  those  marvellous  discoveries 
and  tales  of  which  the  monthly  journals  used  to  be 
the  regular  vehicles.  Antiquarianism,  too,  has  lost 
a  good  many  of  its  charms ;  and  people,  especially 
in  the  metropolis,  have  become  so  anxious  about 
new  themes  and  new  fashions,  that  they  can  with 
difficulty  be  persuaded  to  read  the  history  of  an 
old  wall,  or  look  at  the  effigies  of  an  old  castle.  In 
consequence,  indeed,  of  the  industry  with  which 
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their  predecesscNrs  have  ransacked  and  eidiausted 
the  past,  and  of  the  asoiduity  with  whidi  their 
more  alert  contemporaries  monopdize  the  present, 
and  their  own  apparent  incapacity. £»:  seeing  very 
far  into  the  future,  the  monthly  matter-of-fact 
men  have  been  thrown  more  exclusively  upon  the 
resources  of  their  own  wits  than  any  other  dass  of 
editors ;  and,  in  the  case  of  wits  as  well  as  in  that 
of  more  substantial  stores,  they  who  have  to  de- , 
pend  most  constantly  upon  them,  of  course  arrive 
at  the  end  of  them  the  soonest 

In  consequence  of  this,  the  monthly  journals 
have  become  a  sort  of  barriers  set  up  a  good  way 
onward  in  the  road  to  oblivion,  in  orckr  to  prevent, 
if  possible,  the  absolute  loss  of  a  few  things  which 
nobody  else  appears  to  care  very  mudi  about  pre- 
serving ;  and  indeed  there  are  few  who  see  them, 
unless  it  be  those  who  are  anxious  to  continue  as 
well  the  sets  of  books  as  the  sets  of  families  that 
were  founded  by  their  sires  and  grandsires.  Be- 
sides these  ancient  gentlemen,  there  are  others 
lirfaich  deal  in  mathematics  and  millinery,  and 
spread  their  nets  in  order  to  catch  a  few  of  those 
scattered  leaves  of  poetry^  which  are  too  small  and 
too  withered  for  fetching  any  price  m  the  market  ; 
but  these,  like  the  former,  have  little  connexion 
with  and  as  little  influence  upon  the  inteUigence 
and  taste  of  the  age,  and  therefore  t)iey  form  no 
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:part  of  the  Babyionian  Uterature,  as  expresavec^ 
the  modes  of  life,  or  of  the  mode  of  thinking,  or 
of  the  J  mode  of  want  of  thought,  which  change 
witli  the  ^changing  times  and  seasons  of  Babylon. 

Among  the  journals  which  are  under  the  domi- 
nation, of  the  moon,  there  are  some  which  profess 
to  devote  th^  at^ntion  to  medicine;  and  in  so  far 
as  these  confine  themselves  to  a  faithful  record  of 
symptoma  and  modes  of  treatment  in  medical  and 
'  surreal  cases,  (and  nowhere  can  skilful  and  in- 
dusttious  editCMTs  have  more  fadlitieii  for  l^^uiring 
these  than  in  London,)  they  may  be  exceedingly 
useful  to  those  whose  business  it  is  to  carve  and 
cure  the  human  body.  But  the  medical  profession 
treats  of.  subjects  which  have  few  attracticms  for 
general  refers ;  the  slang  in  which  its  professors 
see  me^t  to  wrap  it  up  completely  out-Babylons 
Babyl(»i,  and  when  those  learned  persons  leave  the 
application  of  their  piUs  and  their  poultices,  and 
begin  to  diq>ute  whether  these  should  or  should 
not  be  exhilnted,  they  very  frequently  become  un^- 
intelligible  to  eadi  other,  and  so  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  the  pubhc  shall  understand  them,  or 
ev^i  make  any  attempt  in  diat  way. 

Indeed,  the  only  two  Babylonian  monthly  jour- 
nals which  profess  to  belong  to  the  public  gene- 
rally, and  connect  themselves  with  the  passing 
times,  are  The  London  and  The  New  Monthly  MaA 
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gazines:  and  these  two,  although  each  has  its 
range  rather  in  its  own  little  comer  than  over  the 
whole  field,  and  though  both  be  iand  are  perhaps 
intended  to  be  more  pretty  than  profound,  may 
still  be  taken  as  very  fair  specimens  of  the  kind 
of  talent  which  drudges  and  labours  in  ordi- 
nary for  the  laudable  purpose  of  Babylonian  amuse- 
ment. *^  TheLondon'"  affects  to  depend  upon  a  sort 
of  learning  which  conveys  little  information,  a  kind 
of  philosophy  which  is  most  lamentably  deficient 
both  in  principles  and  in  results,  and  a  sort  of  sen- 
timent and  feeling  withal  so  soft  and  so  sickly,  that 
it  is  continually  playing  upon  the  edge  of  downright 
babyism.  It  blesses  the  world  with  restoraticms 
of  scraps  of  the  oldest  and  the  worst  rhyme  that 
ey&  was  dribbled  out  in  that  most  unpoetical  of 
all  countries,  France ;  and  this  it  intersperses  with 
lumps  of  the  philosophy  of  Leip^c,  of  which  not 
even  Kant  himself  could  determine  the  nature  or 
find  out  the  use.  Smnetimes,  indeed^  it  presents 
us  with  an  article  of  a  better  description ;  but  an<H), 
as  conscious  of  having  done  that  which  it  ought 
not  to  do,  it  returns  to  its  ^kly  sentiment  and 
its  nursery  rhymes,  and  leaves  one  utterly  at  a  loss 
as  to  which  of  the  three  sexes  minister  to  its  mag- 
nitude. 

"  The  New  Monthly^  is  better  and  worse  than 
"  The  London:"  it  is  better  in  as  far  forth  as  its  no* 
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minal  editor  is  a  man,  who  in  hb  time  has  done  noble 
service,  both  to  the  cause  of  song  and  the  cause  of 
liberty ;  and  who,  though  he  has  now  laid  his  more 
glorious  Muse  upon  the  shelf,  continues  to  receive 
admiraticm  in  consequence  of  the  deeds,  of  his  for- 
mer days.  Campbell  is  perhaps  the  only  man  now 
living  in  England,  to  whom  the  bright  vision  of  the 
very  summit  of  Parnassus  has  ever  been  unfolded.* 
in  his  former  writings,  there  is  a  loftiness  of  senti- 
ment and  purity  of  heart,  a  glow  of  tenderness 
and  a  glory  of  colouring,  that  seldom,  indeed,  have 
been  equalled ;  and  if  the  endurance  of  his  powers 
had  been  in  any  way  commensurate  to  their  value, 
Campbell  would  have  been  the  poetic  boast  of  his 
age,  as  well  for  the  number  as  for  the  value  of  his 
productions.  But  poets,  like  poetry  itself,  are 
wayward  things,  and  must  be  left  wholly  to  their 
own  courses.  If  the  notes  of  song  are  to  be  true  to 
nature,  and  to  thrill  into  the  hearts  of  all  mankind, 
not  only  without  effort,  but  without  desire  upon 
their  part,  then  they  must  be  left  to  take  precisely 
their  own  course :  for  if  he  who  has  written  ever  sq 
admirably  at  one  time,  be  compelled  to  write  at 
all  times,  the  chance  is,  that  that  which  he  pro- 
duces shall  be  a  perfect  failiure ;  and  if  a  bard  once 
fall  from  the  vigour  of  his  strain,  there  seems  to 
be  no  return, — an  erring  poet,  like  an  erring  female^ 
h  lost,  and  for  ever.     It  seems  curious  too,  that 
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some  of  tbe  greatest  of  our  poets  are,  fike  the 
wound  of  the  stage  hero,  ^^  great  because  they  are 
so  small  ;^  and  that  those  whose  emanations  have 
the  bright  and  the  j^ercing  qualities  of  the  light- 
ning, resemble  also  the  lightning  in  the  brevity 
of  their  duration.  Gray  belongs  to  this  class,  and 
stands,  and  perhaps  will  stand  for  ever,  at  the  head 
of  it ;  and  there  is  more  poetry— absolutely  more 
painting— a  farther  and  a  fair^  glimpse  into  na- 
ture, in  one  of  Gray^s  images,  than  in  haIf-a-<lozeii 
volumes  of  the  ordinary  verse-men.  Campbell,  if 
not  th^  very  next  to  Gray,  is  exceedingly  near  him  ; 
and  therefore^  like  Gray,  Campbell  could  be  ex- 
pected-to  write  very  Uttle.  It  must  not  be  sup- 
posed^ however,  that  if  poets  of  this  description  put 
forth  a  small  number  of  lines,  they  are  on  that  ac- 
count more  indolent,  dian  they  who  come  down 
upon  us  in  all  the  breadth,  all  the  brawling,  and  all 
the  frequency  of  mountain-torrents.  It  woiidd  iie 
easy  to  point  out  scores  of  volumes,  and  volumes 
too  that  continue  to  be  read,  upofa  which  there 
has  not  only  not  been  so  much  intellect  to  expend 
in  the  same  compass,  but  upon  which  there  has 
not  been  any  thing  fike  so  much  intellect  expended 
altogether^  as  there  has  been  upon  some  of  Comp- 
bell^s  odes,  which  extend  only  to  a  few  stanzas ;  gt 
upcm  some  passages  in  the  Pleasures  of  Hope^  none 
of  which  exceed  above  one  or  two  pages.     If  man- 
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kind  will  have  tfatis  vaovH  iotellectual  aad  elaborate 
poetry,  th^y  must  be  coBtent  to  take  it  in  such 
small  quantities  as  the  powers  even  of  the  first  of 
ixmx  are'aUe  to  fumi^ ;  if  you  would  be  contented 
wkfa  a  parii^-stdney  you  may  have  it  as  large  as 
artificial  machinery  and  brute  force  icre  able  to 
move  from  the  quarry ;  but  if  you  look  for  a  ^a- 
Bdond,  you  must  be  contented  with  that  which,  in 
phyiucal  magnitude,  is  comparatively  nothing. — 
Gamjdbell,  instead  of  havings— as  is  said  by  those 
who  feel  no  difficulty  in  their  own  writings  (and  how 
should  tiiey  ?)--r written  too  little,  has  probably  writ- 
ten too  much ;  and  when  hk  idiorter  poems  are  com- 
pared with  his  longer  ones,  perfectly  deli^tfiil  bs 
some  parts,  indeed  many  parts,  of  the  latter  are,  one 
cannot  help  wishing  that  the  whole  of  them  had 
been  short.  And  Campbell  is  ^^  Editor  of  The  New 
Monthly  Magazine!^ — a  combination  which,  in  the 
ears  of  those  who  are  not  wise,  soundeth  well ;  but 
which  in  reality  is  about  as  incongruous  as  though 
Apdlo  himself  had  been  articled  to  a  tallow-chan- 
dler, and  bound  by  his  indenture  to  leave  off  Iiis  * 
own  shining,  in  order  to  further  the  sale  of  farthing 
rudiUghts.  One  would  have  determined  a  priori 
that  such  a  combination  could  never  answer— that 
a  man  gifted  and  minded  like  Campbell  could  not 
submit  to  tend  the  herd  of  a  lunarian  vender  ci 
little  essays ;  and  the  fact  has  borne  out  the  predic-. 
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tion;  for  instead  of  *^  The  New  Monthly  Magazine^ 
having  recmved  and  proi^ted  by  any  of  the  intel- 
lectttal  fire  of  Campbell,  it  seems,  from  what  he 
avowedly  writes  for  it,  to  take  most  of  the  intellec- 
tuality out  of  himself,  whenever  he  comes  in  con- 
tact with  it.  The  truth  is,  that  it  was  never  in- 
tended that  the  spirit  of  the  editor  shoidd  inspire, 
or  even  influence,  this  journal.  Very  probably  all 
that  was  wanted  was  merely  his  name  for  a  sign- 
post,— as  a  something  which  would  lead  those  not 
acquainted  with  the  matter  to  suppose,  that  a  publi- 
cation so  presided  over  would  be  better  than  the  ri- 
val publications,  in  order  that,  under  cover  of  this, 
those  immediately  concerned  in  it  might  be  able  to 
make  it  worse.  Whether  it  be  worse  or  not^  it 
would  not  be  very  fair,  and  indeed  not  very  easy, 
to  say ;  for  among  the  various  forms  of  this  section 
of  the  Babylonian  literature,  one  so  seldom  has 
occasion  for  the  word  **  better,''  that  one  hardly 
knows  how,  when,  or  where  to  use  it. 

If  it  be  true  that  those  monthly  exhibiticms  are 
a  type  of  the  more  permanent  Hterature  of  the 
times,  then  that  literature,  like  the  differences  of 
the  several  ranks  of  society,  must  have  become 
ilnuch  smaller  than  it  was  heretofore :  for  really,  if 
the  wisdom  and  sentiment  of  the  ^^  London,''  and  the 
gaiety  and  wit  of  the  *^  New  Monthly",  are  exactly 
correspondait  to  those  of  the  age  which  produces 
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them,  that  age  must  contain  no  intermediate  state 
between  babyism  and  dotage ;  and  ere  folks  have 
well  ceased  from  ^^  mewling  and  puking  in  the 
nurse^s  arms,'*  they  become  "  silly  sooth,  and  dally 
with  the  innocence  of  love,  hke  the  old  age.*^  I 
do  not  mean  to  say  that  there  is  not  something  in 
the  printed  lines  which  these  monthly  couriers  to 
oblivion  lay  before  their  readers ;  they  are  often 
very  prettily  written,  "  as  sweet  as  doves'  eyes^ 
and  as  sharp  as  bodkins :"  neither  do  I  mean  to 
contend  that  there  is  not  in  them  that,  which  they 
who  dabble  therein  are  pleased  to  call  fine  writing. 
What  I  complain  of  is,  that  they  write  too  well,— 
so  completely  exhaust  both  the  subject  and  their 
own  understandings,  that  they  leave  httle  scope  for 
the  judgment,  and  none  at  all  for  the  imagination, 
of  the  reader. 

Another  thing— their  wit,  their  humour,  their 
feeUngs,  their  perceptions,  their  illustrations-— every 
thing  about  them-— belong  not  to  the  grand  vo^ 
lume  of  nature,  nor  even  to  the  second-rate  volume 
of  general  society ;  but  are  all  confined  to  the  few^ 
tiny  leaves  over  which  their  own  eyes  have  had  fa- 
cidty  and  permission  to  range.  The  eye  of  the  in- 
tellect in  this  resembles  the  eye  of  the  body, — that 
in  proportion  as  it  has  the  power  of  magnifying 
small  things,  and  thereby  more  perfectly  discerning 
thmr  beauties  and  their  deformities,  its  power  to 
take   in  large  objects,  and  range  over  extensive 
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views,  becomes  diminkhed.  As  he  wlidse  natural 
Yision  caa  discern  erery  little  Biark  and  spot  upcm 
the  tiny  floirer  of  the  garden,  whidli  is  vulgarly 
termed  ^^  London  pride,^'  cannot  be  expected,  even 
although  elevation  were  given  him,  to  scan  the  ho- 
rizon  stretching  birt  ten  miles  round ;  so  he  wiiose 
intdlectual  or  literary  eye  has  turned  upon,  and  can 
see  and  appreciate  all  the  little  marks  and  spots 
upcm  that  tiny  social  plant  (flower  or  weed,  accoisd- 
ing  as  it  is  thought  of),  which  may  also,  without 
much  vulgarity,  be  denominated  London  pride, 
has  no  range  of  speculation  that  can  at  all  grapple 
with  the  more  general,  the  mightier,  and  the  more 
permanent  attributes  and  elements  of  human  so- 
dety,  or  so  connect  them  with  that  which  is  mor^ 
enduring  than  man,  as  that  they  diaU  even  have  a 
chance  of  being  permanent. 

If  any  one'  would  write  for  immortality,  the 
materials  upon  which  he  works  must  in  so  far  be 
immortal.  Now,  the  very  value  of  those  things 
which  are  most  interesting  for  idlers  to  do  and 
drivellers  to  write  about  in  the  Great  Babylon,- 
consists  in  the  brevity  of  their  duration.  There  is 
no  stamhia,  no  gi'atification,  in  the  things  essen- 
tially, and  therefore  the  whole  of  the  pleasure 
derived  from  than  is  derived  from  their  novehy ; 
and  novelty  is  a  quality  c^  so  fading  a  nature, 
that  even  excellence  itself  is  inadequate  to  the 
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preservation  of  it.  But  the  Babyloniim  writers,-— 
and  from  all  that  I  have  examined  and  heard  upon 
the  subject^I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  two  Ma* 
gazines  whose  names  I  have  last  quoted  are  the  two 
sluices  which  let  the  soft  waters  of  genuine  Babylo- 
nian lore  dribble  into  the  lake  of  oblivion^  so  as  to 
admit  a  new  supply  to  come  forth,  and  thus  preserve 
the  colliquative  runnel,  ^^  in omne  volubilis {Bvum,^ 
— «re  continually  straining  after  this  home  novelty 
— Shunting  the  butterflies,  or  chasing  the  dust 
of  the  day  ;  and  will  not,  or  cannot,  so  much 
B»  lift  their  little  eyes  to  the  contemplation  of 
those  eikluring  things,  whidi  were  old  ere  the 
fashions  and  the  fooleries  of  the  Babylon  came  ii^fo 
existence,  but  which  shall  be  strong  and  vigo« 
rous  alter  no  memorial  of  those  fadiicms  and  those 
foderies  can  be  found. 

There  are  features  of  nature,  there  are  principles 
in  man,  and  there  are  modes  in  society,  up<Mi  which 
if  a  writer  could  but  fasten  himself,  no  whirlwind 
of  change,  no  storm  of  accident,  and  not  even  the 
flood  of  time  itself,  could  sweep  him  away ;  but 
these  are,  perchance,  not  attainable  by  those  whose 
preparations  iat  working,  <4u»  well  as  whose  work 
itself,  have  been  perfctfmed  by  the  streams  of  Babel. 
To  look  upon  the  Thames  itself,  with  its  current 
of  smaU  particles  speeding  on  and  on  to  the  ocean, 
without  pause,  without  change,  and  without  visi-> 
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ble  return,  communicates  nearly  the  same  knovr^ 
ledge,  and  imparts  nearly  the  same  taste  for  per-* 
manence  of  duration,  as  is  given  by  a  whole  lifetime 
spent  in  the  contemplation  of  that  casually  fleet- 
ing current  of  customs,  of  fashions,  and  of  men, 
which,  upon  its  banks,  flows  onward  to  dvil  and  to 
moral  oblivion.  Farther,  when  one  looks  upon 
running  water,  one  is  very  apt  to  become  giddy, 
and  the  cartiunty  and  the  severity  of  the  giddiness 
are  ever  in  proportion  to  the  swiftness  of  the  cur- 
rent :  in  like  manner,  when  one  contemplates,  not 
the  fixed  form,  but  the  perpetual  fluctuaticxis,  <^ 
society,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  avoid  a  conader- 
able  degree  of  intellectual  staggering,  and  especially 
that  kind  of  optical  deception,  by  which,  when  the 
observing  power  has  become  tremulous,  it  ima^ 
gines  that  all  else  trembles,  and  that  itself  stands 

StiU.         : 

In  consequence,  if  not  of  these  causes^  at  least 
of  some  cause  or  other,  which  prevents  them  from 
seeing  the  strong  points  of  that  which  is  fleeting, 
seiltin^  the  general  qualities  of  that  which  is  mixed, 
bAA  laying  hold  of  the  durable  parts  of  that  which 
is  only  partially  imperishable,  the  true  Babylo- 
nian writers-*those  who  make  it  th^  labour  to 
knead  the  clay  of  their  understanding  into  monthly 
bricks,  daub  these  bricks  afterwards  with  mortar,  . 
build  them  up  into  little  books,  of  perchance  some^ 
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thing  less  than  monthly  duration^  and  stucco  those 
over  with  titles,  and  prefaces,  and  puffs — look  for, 
or  at  least  see,  only  those  qualities  of  men  and  of 
things  that  are  exposed  upon  that  filmy  surface, 
which  it  pleases  that  favourite  daughter  of  Chance 
. — ^Fashion,  sole  arbitress  of  Babylpn  taste,  to  turn 
up  for  their  inspection  and  admiration. 

In  consequence  of  those  drcumstances,  it  seems 
exceedingly  doubtful  whether  there  be  a  greater 
degree  of  general  and  permanent  interest  in  those 
newly-modelled  journals  of  the  Babylon,  than  there 
was  in  the  older  ones,  to  which  the  provincial  lite- 
rati,  when  the  love  of  writing  overcame   them, 
sent  up  thdbr  carriage^paid  contributions.     In  point 
of  literary  form,  I  will  grant  that  they  are  superior, 
but  I  have  my  doubts  as  to  whether  they  may  not 
be  inferior  in  value,  and  more  eq>ecially  in  variety 
of  matter ;  for  though  I  am  very  willing  to  admit 
that,  in  as  far  as  the  mere  workmanship  is  con- 
cerned, a  town-made  magazine  may  be  a^  superior 
as  a  town-made  razor,  yet  I  have  my  doubts  as  to 
whether  these  be  not  "  Birmingham^  in  the  stuff, 
and  *^  London  particular^  only  in  the  form  and 
the  polish.     If,  indeed,  the  same  limited  number  of 
individuals, — ^individuals  too,  who,  if  they  were  any 
way  remarkable  either  for  their  intellectual  powers 
or  their  intellectual  cultivation,  can  hardly  be  sup- 
posed to  take  to  this  vocation  as  a  trade, — shall  con* 

VOL.  II.  B 
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tinue  year  after  year  to  furnish  the  same  quantity 
of  fragments,  chipped  off  from  their  own  wits ;  it  is 
scarcely  within  the  compass  of  the  most  wide  and 
charitable  postulate  to  concede  the  impossilnlity, 
br  even  the  improbability,  of  their  beccnnkig  so 
iexhausted  in  thinking,  and  so  hackneyed  in  ex- 
pression, as  that  they  shall  not  only  find  no  new 
matter  to  advance,  but  also  no  new  form  in  which 
they  can  advance  it. 

Any  one  who  is  so  gratuitously  good-natured  as 
to  have  no  apprehension  that  continual  exhaustion — 
an  exhaustion  of  that  which  at  first  may  not  hap- 
pen to  be  very  great,  vnW  produce  this  effect,  may 
turn  to  the  sentiment  in  "  The  London," — or  the 

'sketches  of  any   thing,  say  of characters  in 

**  The  New  Monthly,'*  and  the  experiment  will  have 
more  fotce  than  though  I  or  any  one  else  were  to 
throw  away  a  whole  chapter  in  attempting  to  demon- 
strate the  truism.  No  doubt  there  is  one  circum- 
stance which  renders  this  exhaustion  less  a  matter  rf 
loss  to  the  thing  exhausted,  and  of  surfeit  to  them 
upon  whoni  it  exhausts  itself,  than  though  there  were 
only  one  arena  for  the  setting  forth  of  such  displays: 
when  any  of  the  persons  thus  employed  wears  him- 
self out  under  one  employer,  he  can  turn  to  another, 
and  revolve  anew  through  all  the  signs  of  the  same 
circle ;  and  as  the  readers  of  the  different  joumids 
(perhaps  I  should  say  the  buyers  of  ^em)  are  not 
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the  same  persons,  that  which  would  be  repetition  in 
the  one,  makes  very  good  original  matter  in  the 
other.  Indeed,  if  the  series  extended  over  a  month 
or  two,  it  would  not  signify  much,  although  the  read- 
ers were  exactly  the  same— inasmuch  as  that  which 
a  man  has  entirely  forgotten,  is  as  original  to  him 
as  that  which  he  never  heard  of.  The  writers  of 
whom  I  speak  are  well  aware  both  of  the  value 
and  the  safety  of  this  mode  of  procedure ;  and  they 
sometimes  carry  it  so  far  as  ^that,  after  having  run 
the  round  of  some  half  dozen  of  other  pubhcations, 
and  been,  of  course^  original  in  them  all,  it  returns 
at  last  to  the  one  in  which  it  first  made  its  appear- 
ance, and  becomes  a  second  time  original  there. 
Perhaps  it  does  so  according  to  the  general  law  of 
terrestrial  substance,  which  forms  the  grass  that  fat- 
tens the  sheep,  that  feeds  the  man,  that  fattens  the 
worm,  that  again  forms  the  grass,  and  so  on  in 
perpetual  circle :  but  this  is  a  point  of  very  nice 
and  not  very  necessary  philosophy.  It  is  much 
more  important  to  know  that  if  a  very  silly  matter 
does  not  contain  so  much  originaUty  in  the  original 
invention  or  discovery,  as  a  matter  of  more  import- 
ance, yet  it  may  contain  much  more  in  the  end, — 
seeing  that  by  being  often  forgotten,  and  as  often 
re-imagined  or  re-discovered,  its  value  as  original 
may  be  multiplied  till  it  exceed  any  fixed  quantity 
of  originality  that  imagination  can  invent,  or  mdus- 
r2 
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try  find  out.  Here,  again,  is  a  close  analogy  to  Hfe : 
the  small  ephemeral  insects,  which  live  for  thdr 
days  or  their  half  days,  possess  not  in  their  little 
frames,  or  their  limited  duration,  either  so  much  <^ 
the  energy  or  the  endurance  of  the  hving  princi- 
ple, as  the  larger  and  longer-lived  animals;  but 
the  frequency  of  their  recurrence*  may  throw  the 
excess  of  the  total  into  their  scale  of  the  balance. 
It  is  just  the  same  with  the  journals  of  which  I  am 
speaking.  In  the  individual  number,  they  have 
little  originality  or  little  life ;  but  then  in  their  suc- 
cessive publications,  and  re-productions,  and  re- 
discoveries of  the  same  fine  and  filmy  ideas,  the 
total,  after  the  lapse  of  a  number  of  mcmths, 
amounts  to  a  goodly  something, — a  something  for 
which  mankind,  espedally  amid  the  mutabilities 
of  Babylon,  ought  to  be  very  thankful,  inasmuch 
as  they  have  it  fresh  and  new  at  the  time,  and  it 
neither  racks  their  understandings  nor  burdens 
their  memories. 

But  whatever  effect  this  putting  of  monthly  pe- 
riodical literature  upon  the  mercenary  footing  of  a 
standing  army,  instead  of  trusting  it  to  those  vo- 
lunteers and  militia  of  the  pen  who  fell  so  s^sverely 
under  the  censure  of  Dr.  Young,  may  have  bad 
upon  the  literature  itself,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of 
its  advantages  to  the  literati  themselves;  for  in 
consequence   of  this  monthly  labour,   which,   I 
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believe,    is  upon  the  whole  decently  paid,  those 
upon  whom  chance  or  fortune  will  not  bestow  a 
more  prolonged  smile,  and  who  will  not  return    o 
the  professions  of  their  fathers,  are  not  doomed  to 
unite  their  sweet  voices  in  one  grand  chorus  to  sing 
the  gallows  as  heretofore,  and  depend  upon  casual 
pence  in  the  street,  like  those  minstrels  of  whom 
they  may  be  regarded  as  the  descendants.     This 
is  in  itself  a  great  advantage ;  and  though  it  may, 
in  some  instances,  serve  no  better  purpose  than  that 
of  keeping  a  dunce  out  of  the  parish  workhouse, 
yet  there  are  others  in  which  it  must  save  those 
who  are  deserving  of  a  better  fate  from  the  visita- 
tion of  a  worse  one.     Indeed  the  great  improve- 
ment of  literature,  as  it  respects  the  comfort  of 
literary  men, — and  that  is  no  small  part  of  its  value, 
inasmuch  as  if  they  who  produce  be  in  misery, 
that   which  is  produced  stands  a  great  chance, 
at  least,  of  being  miserable, — ^is,  that  it  has  now 
become  a  regular  profession — a  trade  in  which  men 
da  their  weekly  work,  and  receive  their  weekly 
wages,  with  the  same  certainty  and  the  same  re- 
gularity as .  other  tradesmen,  instead  of  being,  as 
they  once  were,  danglers  upon  the  bounty  of  booby 
lords,  or  dependants  upon  the  caprice  of  ever- vary- 
ing taste. 

No  doubt  the  majority  of  those  who,  being  thus 
regularly  employed,  may  be  considered  as  com- 
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posing  the  literary  profession,  are  men  of  no  great^ 
eminence  in  themselves,  and  vastly  inferior  to  diose 
intellectual  giants  who  forced  their  way  to  eminence 
through  all  the  difficulties  and  disadvantages  of  a 
less  liberal  state  of  things ;  but  still,  comparing 
those  who  form  this  class  with  those  who  fona  any 
other  class  of  society,  I  do  not  think  that  they  will 
be  found  inferior;  and  if  the  task  which  they  impose 
upon  themselves  be  a  httle  more  difficult,  and  also 
a  little  more  exposed  to  observation  and  criticism, 
than  the  more  occult  vocations  of  the  other  three  di- 
visions of  what  is  called  the  learned  world,  who  plead 
and  physic  ipen  into  the  loss  of  their  purses  and  their 
health,  and  preach  them  into  the  saving  of  their 
souls,  then  the  men  themselves  ought  not  to  be 
blamed  for  having  chosen  a  profession  of  which  the 
public  are  better  able  to  judge,  and  in  which  they, 
perchance,  take  a  deeper  ifaterest.  As  to  inferior* 
ity  among  the  members  of  this  class  compared  with 
each  other,  it  may  safely  be  said,  that  the  majority 
of  every  class  of  society  are  plodding  and  every- 
day sort  of  characters ;  that,  in  proportion  as  the 
class  becomes  more  numerous  and  more  r^^uhurly 
established,  the  majority  of  its  members  become 
more  plodding  and  more  every-day;  and  that, 
above  all  things,  the  world  ceases  to  marvel  at,  imd 
to  magnify  to  ^ants,  the  geniuses  the  works,  and 
the  writings  of  men,  just  in  proportion  as  those 
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wprkjs  and  writings  become  better  anderstood. 
So.  long  as  it  demanded  a  combination  of  great 
talentSj  fortunate  circumstances^  an  imposing  sub- 
jeot|  and  an  influential  patron  to  prevent  the 
words  "  literary  man,^'  from  bemg  sjmonimous^ 
with  the  word  "beggar,^  it  was  but  natural  to  supr. 
pose  that  those  who  did  come  into  notice  would  re- 
main in  it ;  but  even  they  appeared  the  greater,  and 
remained  the  longer,  in  ccmsequence  of  the  time 
and  the  efforts  that  were  necessary  in  order  to 
make  a  comparatively  ill-educated  public  acquaintr, 
edwith  them:  but  now  that. the  literary  talents, 
form  part  of  the  public  wealth  of  the  country,  as 
well  as  those  talents  which  are  engaged  in  fumi^- 
ing  the  other  necessaries  and  ornaments  of  life,  the 
fSEime.  of  literary  men  has  abated,  and  their  reward 
ha^  been  increased, — they  have  sustained  some- 
what of  loss  in  the  matter  of  "  empty  praise^^'  but. 
iksct  has  been  far  nK>re  than  made  up  to  the 
country,  and  especially  to  themselves,  in  the  ad* 
diti(m  which  has  been  made  to  the  quantity  of 
*^  solid  pudding."  ./      :      r      :  . 

In  thus  reflecting  upon  the  advantageous  change 
which  a  more  extended  diffusion  of  knowledge  and 
of  lib^al  principle  throughout  Uie  British  islands, 
(and,  in  as  f{u-  as  British  exan^ple  and  British  iur 
fiuence  either  at  firi^t  dt  at  second  hand  extends, 
throughout  the  world,)  I  bad  nearly  lo§t  sight  of 
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the  remuning    mould  into  which  the  metal  of' 
Babylonian  literature  is  poured,  and  as  nearly  oc-' 
cupied  the  space  which  I  intended  to  derote  to  it. ' 
It  will  not,  however,  detain  me  long,  as  the  diffier-  . 
ence  between  the  quarterly  journals  and  the  mass 
of  the  other  journals  and  newspapers  is  ad^<»t«ice 
in  manner,  mudi  more  than  a  difference  in  matter. 
Fashion  indeed  wills  it  that  the  quarterly  journals 
shall,  in  genatd,  (with  the  exception  of  those 
scientific  chronicles,  of  which  I  have  already  said- 
enough,)  take  the  form  of  literary  reviews,  and, 
under  the  pretext  c^  discussing  books  and  their* 
authors,  actually  re-dUscuss,  and  that  g^iera]ly  not 
for  the  elucidation  of  truth,  but  for  the  further- 
ance of  9ome  party  purpose,  those  topics  of  the 
time  which  have  been  again  and  again  dismissed 
during  the  currency  of  the  three  months,  at  the 
close  of  which  the  quarterly  journal  brings  them 
into  judgment*  and  thereby  adds  another  to  the 
manifold  originalities  of  the  ^ame  idea. 

That  species  of  reviewing,  or  rather  of  writing 
called  reviewing,  which  forms  the  ^sdnguishing 
and  most  valuable  feature  of  the  quarterly  journals^ 
is  not,  strictly  speaking,  of  Babylonian  origin; 
^The  Edinburgh  Review^  set  the  example  of 
writing  a  series  of  essays  in  favour  of  a  par^cular 
view  of  political,  philosophical,  and  literary  ques- 
tions* under  cover  of  a  certain  number  of  what 
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might  be  eonsidercd  as  the  most  popular  publican 
tbns  of  the  time.  The  thought  was  a  haf^y  onet 
for  in  consequeuoe  of  the  novelty  of  the  book,  ee^ 
the  expectation  of  getting  a  short  road  to  all  its 
contents,  as  well  as  to  all  the  gossip  that  could  be 
discoYered  respecting  its  author,  readere  were  ait^ 
tracted,  and  rdul,  and  haply  profited  by  the  Team- 
ing, thpse  essays  and  disquisitions  which  would 
hove  been  very  indifPerent,  if  not  akc^gether  re-  ' 
pulsive,  if  they  had  had  no  signboard  more  tempt- 
ing  than  their  own  appropriate  titles. 

It  is  not  a  Uttle  curious  with  whattnicety  chance, 
if  indieed  it  be  the  work  of  chance,  ha&app<ntioned 
out  those  quarterly  political  batteries^  which  are 
so  marked  as  to  have  the  external  apjaearance  of 
critical  jbumals,  to  the  Modem  Athens  and  the 
Great  Babyl<m.  The  three  leading  ones -take 
each  a  side  of  the  poUtical  triangle :  The  Westmin^ 
Mter^  as  a  Badical  Journal,  very  properly  takes  the 
base ;  the  Athenian  or  Whig  Journal  asaimes  to 
itself  the  perpendicular;  and  the  Quarterly  takes 
the  slanting  side,  which  is  the  longest,  and  has  the 
surface  which  it  represents  equal  to  both  the  sur* 
faces  represented  by  the  other  two. 

In  speaking  of  "  The  Quarterly  Review  "  it  is 
not  necessary  formally  to  inquire  into  its  origin, 
although  the  one  usually  assigned  to  it  was  a  quar- 
rd  between  its  proprietor  and  the  proprietor  of 
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"  The  Edinburgh  Review/'  in  which  the  other, 
had  previously  held  a  share.     The  causes  by  whidi 
literary  work^  whether  of  a  single  pubUcaticoi  or 
successive  publications,  are  produced,  have  never 
yet  been  made  matter  of  philosophic  i9quiry,r— al- 
though such  an  in(juiry  would  be  very  pleasant,  and 
by  no  means  improfi table.     It  would  be  difficult, 
however,  and  demand  from  Uterary  men  in  ge- 
neral a  series  of  confessions  as  long,  and  some- 
what mcnre  to  be  depended  upon,  than  those  c^ 
Rousseau  and  Lackington.    But  leaving  the  pbilo- 
9ophy  of  the  origin  of  books  to  those  who  might  be 
more  profitably  employed  there-anent  than  in  thek 
present  labours,  I  may  state  that  when  "  The  Quiur- 
terly^  first  made  its  appearance,  the  Atheman  jour- 
nal was  so  strong,  so  vigorous,  and  had  so  powerful 
a  hold  upon  the  feelings  and  the  faith  of  mankind, 
that  "The  Quarterly''  had  no   chance  of  success 
but  by  taking,  upon  all  questions  of  public  interest, 
the  side  opposite  to  that  espoused  by  its  rival. 
"  The  Quarterly''  did  this;  and  as  the  side  which 
it  espoused  was  either  not  so  well  versed  in  theprip- 
cipks  by  which  it  was  actuated,  or  so  well  able  to 
explain  and  defend  those  principles  as  it  has  been 
subsequently,  "  The  Quarterly''  began  with  a  sys- 
tem of  politics  which  was  (unavoidably  at  tlie  time) 
a  little  dark  and  dogmatical ;  and,  getting  accus- 
tomed to  that,  it  has  not,  to  this  day,  been  aUe  to 
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oome  fiwrth  to  the  light  even  of  that  Tory  party 
whose  conduct  it  has  seen  meet  to  defend,  traax 
necessity  perchance  at  first,  and  subsequently,  it 
may  be,  partly  from  interest  and  partly  {rom  habit. 
Those  who  first  joined  in  the  literary  labours 
of  '*  The  Quarterly,^  and  remain,  except  where 
death  or  decrepitude  has  weeded  them  away,  were 
men  of  more  erudition  than  understanding— deeply 
read  in  the  mysteries  of  books,  but,  with  a  very 
few  exceptions,  shallow  and  superficial  in  those  of 
nature  and  of  man.  They  were  withal  excellent 
linguists,  and  far  more  zealous  in  discovering 
erseks  in  the  head  of  Priscian  than  in  feeling 
die  d^ciencies  of  their  own ;  they  trudged  over 
the  globe  like  so  many  wandering  Jews,  and 
loaded  their  memories  and  their  pages  with  geogra- 
phical details,  although  at  the  same  time  they  gave 
evidence  that  they  were  somewhat  deficient  in  those 
branches  of  natural  and  of  social  philosophy  which 
alone  can  give  to  tho^  details  their  proper  degree 
of  interest,  and  utility ;  and  in  matters  of  imagina- 
tion, taste,  and  poetry,  they  in  part  belonged  to  a 
sect  which  was  not  popular  then,  and  which  does 
not  seem  calculated  for  increasing,  or  at  any  rate 
does  not  increase,  in  popularity.  In  respect  of 
what  may  be  called  learned  and  fine  writing,  the 
men  of  "  The  Quarterly''  certiunly  had  many  de- 
grees the  advantage  of  their  northern  rivals,  even 


Digi^zed  by  VjOOQIC 


252  BABYLON    THE   GREAT. 

when  the  Athenian  journal  was  in  the  zenith  of  its 
power ;  but  it  is  equally  true  that,  then  at  least, 
they  were  many,  very  many  degrees,  behind  those 
Septentrional  sages,  if  not  in  the  soundness  of  their 
philosophy,  at  least  in  their  skill  in  the  manage- 
ment of  it. 

"  The  Quarterly''  had  another  difficulty  to  con- 
tend with :  its  contributors  were  drawn  from  among 
two  bodies  of  men,  who,  though  they  had  at  least, 
come  to  an  understanding  that  they  would  equally 
support  the  same  class  of  political  opinions,  or 
rather  political  persons — ^namely,  those  in  power, 
were  yet  in  every  thing  else  as  nearly  the  antipodes 
of  each  other  as  it  was  poscdble  to  conceive  of  men 
bom  and  educated  in  the  same  age  and  country. 
One  part  of  them  had  been,  even  from  their  youth, 
brought  up  at  the  feet  of  the  High-church  Grama- 
liel ;  and  if  they  were  not  thoroughly  imbued  with 
the  doctrines  of  pasnve  obedience  and  the  Divine 
right,  had  yet  been  pretty  well  and  pretty  regu- 
larly  immersed  in  those  stubborn  and  unyielding 
waters.  In  consequence  of  this,  they  were  strongly 
attached  not  only  to  all  the  existing  institutions  in 
Church  and  in  State,  but  to  all  the  long-established 
schools,  and  rules,  and  formtdse,  in  every  depart- 
ment of  learning.  I  do  not  say  that,  in  their  esti- 
mation, Aristotle  was  omniscient  and  infaUible ; 
but  the  prindples  of  their  philosophy,  and  the 
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models  of  their  taste,  as  well  as  their  opinionsiipon 
laws  and  governments,  were  all  such  as  had  been 
consecrated  by  the  lapse  of  years,  and  owed,  in 
some  instances  at  least,  the  veneration  in  which 
they  were  held  more  to  authority  and  usage,  than 
to  any  demonstrated  superiority  in  their  own  in- 
trinsic nature.  The  other  part  conmsted  of  men 
who,  at  least  at  one  period  of  their  lives,  had  scorned 
the  sacredness  of  antiquity  and  the  laws  of  institu- 
tion and  of  habit — ^had  not  only  scouted  those  dif- 
ferences of  rank  in  society  which  the  others  re- 
vered, and  hinted  that  a  human  origin,  sometimes 
none  of  the  justest,  Inight  be  found  for  that  which 
the  others  regarded  as  IHvine, — ^but  had  been  the 
founders  of  their  own  schools  of  poetry  and  taste ; 
and  in  the  founding  of  them,  and  much  more  in 
the  practice  after  they  were  foynded,  broken  one 
and  all  of  what  the  other  party  r^;arded  as  the 
sacred  canons  in  those  matters. 

A  combination  so  heterogeneous  in  many  of  its 
elements,  could  not  be  supposed  to  remain  undis- 
solved unless  by  the  power  of  some  individual  or 
conventional  fence  much  stronger  than  its.  own 
disposdng  affinities ;  and  though  die  success  of  the 
Beview  induoed  otfiiers  to  contribute  .to  it  w^ 
wefre  not  so  violently  wedded  either  to  the  one  or 
to  the  other  d  those  sides  of  the  dc^ma,  it  could 
hardly  be  supposed,  that  in  tb^  e^rtnt  oi  die  tie 
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which  held  them  together  being  loosened,  and  any 
preponderance  pven — espedally  to  the  eccentric 
element,  that  those  more  liberal  and  more  rational 
auxiUaries  nvould  remain.  The  recent  loss  of  the 
original  editor,  upon  whose  personal  acumen  more 
of  the  value  of  "  The  Quarterly  Review'*  depended, 
and  more  of  the  unity  among  its  contributors 
hinged,  than  many  were  aware  of,  has,  as  I  under- 
stand, brought  it  somewhat  down  from  the  ennnence 
which  it  has  so  long  held;  and  though  this  dtrcun>- 
stance  will  have  any  effect  but  that  of  diminish- 
ing its  orthodoxy  upon  some  points,  it  is  said  to 
be  calculated  to  make  it  infinitely  more  heterodolc 
upon  others, — so  much  so,  indeed,  that  as  the 
continuation  of  peace  gradually  diminishes  the  po- 
litical portion  of  the  Review,  its  fame  will  have  to 
rest  upon  that  part  of  its  base  which  is  the  least 
able  to  support  it. 

**  The  Westminster  Review''  is  neither  so  learned 
nor  so  orderly  in  its  words  as  "The  Quarterly;"  while 
in  philosophy  it  wanders  as  the  one  party  of  "  The 
Quarterly"  would  have  wandered  in  taste,  had  not 
their  aberrations  been  restrained  by  the  othier.  The 
politics  of  "  The  Westminster"  are  of  that  descrip- 
tion which  answer  far  better  for  argument  than  for 
use.  They  are  nearly  the  same  with  those  which, 
behind  the  scenes,  govern  the  meetings  in  Coveitt 
Crftrden^  unless  when   the  disturbing  force  of  a 
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Hunt  or  a  Cobbett  gives  proof  as  to  how  slender 
a  thing  such  government  is.  They  emanate  from 
that  school  which  believes  that  every  thing  i^  to 
be  accomplished  by  what  it  is  pleased  to  call,  per* 
fection  of  system ;  and  which  would  require  all 
those  by  whom  the  systems  are  fi*amed,  to  be  infi- 
-nitely  wiser  than  ever  yet  could  be  predicated  of 
human  nature.  Its  members  have  never  been  able 
to  make  any  figure  either  in  the  thinking  or  in  the 
acting  world;  but  they  are  persons  far  gone  in  that 
most  hopeless  of  all  amativeness — ^the  love  of  them* 
selves,  and,  like  oth^r  doating  lovers,  they  wan* 
der  through  shady  groves  and  by  shallow  streams, 
and  carefully  avoid  all  knowledge  of  the  human 
race.  If  ever  it  should  become  necessary  to  have  a 
system  of  political  philosophy,  no  part  of  which  were 
to  be  allowed  to  come  into  use,  then  "  The  West- 
minster^ philosophers,  whether  in  their  character  o£ 
reviewers,  (I  mean  essay  writers,)  or  in  their  more 
assuming  one  as  manufacturers  of  systems,  would 
be  the  very  men  to  furnish  such  a  commodity ; 
but  until  such  a  want  and  such  a  means  of  supply, 
ing  it  become  matters  of  general  desire,  the  frag^ 
menta  of  their  wisdom  will  probably  be  allowed  to 
lie  in  the  same  obscurity  as  the  blocks  frpm  which 
they  are  hewn.  In  matters  of  Uterary  and  social 
interest,  *^  The  Westminst^  Review^  contmns  iwt 
much  to  atone  for  the  inapplicability  pf  its  philo^ 
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sopby:  its  notions  are  sometimes  acute  enough, 
but  they  all  smell  of  the  cloister ;  and  it  is  withal 
so  dogmatical  in  the  asserting  of  them,  and  so  brief 
and  vehement  in  its  condemnation  of  every  other 
one,  that,  even  although  the  opinions  were  really 
better  in  themselves,  folks  would  hardly  consent 
to  be  whipped  into  them  at  its  furious  and  intem- 
perate rate. 

Indeed,  although  with  those  two  Babylonian 
three-monthers,  and  the  addition  of  the  Athenian 
one,  which  is  at  variance  with  the  two  in  like  manner 
as  they  are  at  variance  with  each  other,  there  be 
no  lack  of  a  quarterly  publication  to  set  forth  the 
politics  of  those  three  parties,  and  the  several  sys- 
tems and  views  of  men  and  things  which  they  are 
wont  to  couple  with  their  philosophy,  yet  it  may 
be  that  there  is  still  wanting  a  quarterly  journal 
which  shall  be  worthy  of  the  age,  devote  itself  to 
the  record  and  the  furtherance  of  its  advances,  and 
deal  with  every  person  and  every  subject  in  a  man- 
ner  perfectly  fair  and  impartial. 

Such  a  journal  is  probably,  however,  to  be  de- 
sired rather  than  to  be  expected ;  for  as  each  of 
those  which  I  have  enumerated  depends  more  upcm 
its  partizans^ip  than  upon  its  general  character, 
and  probably  aims  more  at  doing  service  to  its 
patrons  than  in  doing  service  to  the  general  in- 
terests of  literature,  and  as  those  which  are  de- 
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voted  to  science^  devote  themselves  not  so  much  to 
the  furtherance  of  science  generally,  as  to  the  fur- 
therance of  the  scientific  fame  of  those  persons  with 
whom  they  are  more  immediately  and  intimately 
connected,  it  is  possible  that  the  world  generally 
does  not  hold  a  work  of  this  kind  in  such  estimation 
as  to  support  it  without  the  aid  of  some  specific  prop. 
This,  however,  is  a  matter  upon  which  it  would  be 
extremely  difiicult  to  procure  accurate  informa- 
tion, and  upon  which  no  speculation  could  be  of 
the  smallest  value  ;  I  shall,  therefore,  pursue  it  no 
farther:  and,  indeed,  some  may  think  that  the 
number  of  pages  I  have  already  devoted  to  the 
different  forms  and  productions  of  the  Babylonian 
press,  are  more  than  enough ;  but  my  plea  in  miti* 
gation  is,  that  this  same  press  is,  of  all  subjects, 
whether  in  the  Babylon  or  elsewhere,  the  most 
important;  and  that,  from  what  cause  I  know  not, 
the  accounts  of  it  are  less  perfect  and  less  appro- 
priate, than  those  of  any  thing  with  which  I  am 
acquainted.  Very  possibly,  I  have  added  nothing 
to  the  knowledge  of  this  wonderful  subject ;  but  I 
have  added  something  to  the  quantity  of  printed 
paper  concerning  it,  and  that  is  as  much  as  the  ma- 
jority of  us  authors  can  say  of  the  majority  of  sub- 
jects about  which  we  write. 


VOL.  II. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BABYLON  THE    GREATi 


CHAPTER  X. 

BABYLONIAN   LAW. 


nATA.  v^9  PAM. 

Although  it  cannot  be  sidd  that  lawyers  are  the 
chief  men,  and  law  the  chief  business  of  the  Gr^t 
Babylon,  yet  there  is  no  lack  either  of  the  one  cnr 
of  the  other.  If  a  meridian  line  were  to  be  drawn 
nearly  through  its  centre,  that  line  would  with  few 
exceptions  fall  upon  the  localities  of  Courts  and 
Lawyers,  and  those  who  were  under  protection  of 
law,  endeavouring  to  escape  from  justice;  or  those 
who,  in  consequence  of  the  infliction  of  the  law, 
were  expiating  their  offences.  At  the  centre  of 
this  line  there  would  be  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
in  Lincobi^s  Inn  Hall—that  point  which  is  ais  fixed 
in  its  position,  and  as  memorable,  and  as  immutable, 
as  the  centre  of  gravity  itself;  the  southern  ex- 
tremity would  rest  upon  the  King's  Bench  prison, 
with  its  surrounding  rules,  (as  they  are  oddly 
enough  called,)  while  its  termination  towards  the 
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cold  and  chilling  north  would  fall  upon  the  House 
of  _  Correction,  or  as  haply  it  might  with  more 
propriety  be  termed,  the  House  of  Corruption,  in 
Cold-bath  Fields.  If,  again,  this  line  were  to  be 
crossed  by  another,  lying  eastward  and  westward, 
and  passing  through  the  immovable  centre  of  the 
former,  the  western  half  of  it  would  terminate 
among  the  wigs  and  wranglers  in  Westminster 
Hall,  and  the  eastern  one  would  proceed  by  New- 
gate and  the  gallows,  through  Guildhall  and  the 
Courts  held  thereat,  to  the  gloomy  abode  of  the 
unfortunate  in  Whitecross  Street. 
'  Physically  speaking,  therefore,  the  Babylonian 
law  takes  up  the  form  of  a  cross ;  and,  morally 
speaking,  those  who  come  in  contact  with  it  in  any 
other  way  than  by  taking  a  share  in  its'  applica- 
tion,  and  receiving  a  share  in  the  rewards  of  the 
same,  find  it  cross  in  good  earnest. 

England  boasts  that  she  is  governed,  not  by  the 
despotism  of  one  man,  not  by  the  oligarchy  of  a 
number  of  men,  and  not  by  the  anarchy  of  all  men, 
but  by  laws :  and  certainly,  whatever  may  be  the 
intrinsic  worth  of  the  boast^  no  one  can  deny  that, 
what  with  **  general  customs,''  "  particular  cus- 
toms,'' "  certain  particular  customs,^  ^^  statutes 
enacted,"  "  statutes  amended,"  discretionary  powers 
of  magistrates  and -judges,  patent  rights,  prescrip- 
tive rightSi  privil^s  of  the  Church,  powers  of  the 
s2 
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Church,  and  a  thousand  other  things,  the  names  of 
which  would  demand  twelve  calendar  months  for 
the  recital,  there  is  as  much  of  the  materials  of 
order  in  England  as  would  confuse,  not  any  one 
head  merely,  but  all  the  heads  in  the  world ;  and, 
therefore,  for  any  man  to  attempt,  by  any  quantity 
of  printed  paper  that  he  could  put  forth,  to  givig 
any  thing  like  a  correct  analyins  of  this  most  extra* 
Babylonish  of  all  Babylonian  matters,  would  be  a 
task  of  pretty  nearly  the  same  diffioilty,  and  ex- 
tending to  j»*etty  nearly  the  same  length,  as  though 
one  were  to  attempt  writing  the  private  memoirs, 
and  estimating  the  characters  of  the  whole  inhabi<- 
tants  within  the  horizon  which  displays  itself  to  a 
spectator  upon  the  cross  of  St.  PauTs.  The  whole 
laws  of  England — in  the  endless  variety  of  what  is 
common,  and  what  is  statute,  and  how  the  two 
beget  between  them  a  sort  of  hybrid,  which  is 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other,— in  those  precedents, 
and  opinions,  and  judgments,  which,  being  slipt  off, 
grow  into  little  supplementary  laws, — in  the  formal 
routine  of  an  almost  endless  variety  of  courts, — and 
in  the  quirks  and  doublings  by  which  the  law  may 
be  kept  whole  and  justice  broken — form,  perhaps, 
one  of  the  most  extraordinary  fabrics  that  ever  was 
put  together  by  the  invention  of  inventors,  and  the 
consent  of  consenters.-  Well  may  England  vene- 
rate this  mighty  fabric !  for,  besides  its  power,  and 
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its  utility  in  the  details,  it  has  at  least  some  of  the 
attributes  of  divinity « — it  is  incomprdiensible,  and 
it  is  without  end. 

It  is  somewhat  singular,  that  that  nation  which 
is  most  remarkable  for  clearness  both  in  its  words 
and  its  actions  upon  every  other  subject,  should 
have  the  most  mysterious  and  complicated. system 
of  laws, — a  system  which,  though  it  expresses 
pretty  plainly  what  are  the  cases  in  which,  if  the 
last  and  noblest  prerogative  of  the  Monarch  inter- 
fere not,  an  Englishman  may  calculate  with  great 
certainty  that  he  shall  be  hanged,  yet  leaves  him 
in  very  great  doubt  as  to  how  he  may  protect  his 
property  when  he  has  it,  recover  it  when  he  in- 
trusts it  to  another,  or  leave  it  to  his  family  when 
he  dies. 

That  Englishmen  of  all  ranks  should  all  along 
have  had  great  respect  for  their  laws  and  legal  in- 
stitutions, is  a  very  commendable  matter  in  itself ; 
but  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  this  may  not, 
in  part,  be  the  cause  why  sa  much  darkness  and 
confusion  have  crept  into  what  ought  to  be  the 
isimplest  to  be  known,  and  the  easiest  to  be  executed, 
-of  all  human  contrivances.  Other  matters,  along 
-with  the  power  of  acquisition  have  the  power  of 
destruction,  and  when  they  assume  a  new  form 
^hey  put  off  the  old  one ;  but  it  seems  a>  peculiar 
quality  of  laws,  and  of  the  laws  of  England  in  an 
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especial  manner,  that  they  take  every  new  impres- 
sion which  the  necessity  or  genius  of  passing  times 
stamps  upon  them,  and  at  the  same  time  retain  the 
whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  of  the  old  ones.     To 
call  the  fabric  of  English  legislation  and  laws, 
written  and  oral,  the  lumber-house  of  ages,  would 
not  only  be  very  uncivil,  but  very,  improper ;  be- 
cause, even  when  a  law  becomes  not  merely  useless 
and  negative,  but  a  positive  impediment  in  the  way 
of  improvement — as  laws  are  every  day  becomings 
it  is  no  more  to  be  considered  as  lumber  than  a 
man^s  father   is  to  be  considered  as  lumber  com- 
pared with  himself.     Ungrateful   sons  do  some- 
times indeed  entertain  such  an  opinion  as  this; 
and>  when  they  join  heedlessness  to  ingratitude^ 
they  are  very  apt  to  declare  it.     They  never  do 
this,  however,  except  when  the  parent  stands  be- 
tween them  and  an  inheritance ;  and,  therefore,  as 
an  old  statute  has  nothing  to  bequeath  to  a  new 
one,  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  be  considered 
as  a  barrier  in  the  way.     Still,  however,  consider- 
ing the  long  successipn  of  years  and  of  ages  through 
which  wisdom  has  been  fatiguing  itself,  and  some- 
times almost  wasting  itself  to  folly,  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  those  laws,  and  considering  also  that  legis- 
lative wisdom,  if  not  worked  beyond  tl^s  barrier, 
always  preserves  some  sort  of  conghiity  with  the 
opinions  and  customs  of  the  times, — it  can  easily  be 
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supposed  that  a  fabric  which  has  taken  part  of  its 
fbrm  from  so  many  ages,  and  so  many  races  of  men, 
<^n  have  no  imity  of  design^  and  therefore  no 
connexion  and  no  beauty  as  a  whole,  even  admit- 
ting that  it  were  perfect  in  all  the  individual  parts. 
Suppose  but  for  a  moment  that  the  present  relijpon 
of  England,  as  by  law  established,  were  to  be 
ccwuposed  of  all  the  creeds  and  all  the  ceremonies 
whldi  have  been  beUeved  and  performed  in  Eng- 
landy  from  the  first  arch-druid  (if  such  there  were) 
"who  immolated  his  hun^an  victim  upon  the  sacred 
eromkch  at  Stonehenge,  to  the  ^ight  Reverend 
Father  in  Grod  his  Grace  the  present  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  who  anoints  our  most  Gracious 
Kings  and  governs  the  holy  Church  militant  in  all 
^e  meekness  and  purity  of  the  Christian  faith, 
what  a  singular  cluster  of  contradictions,  what  an 
odd  bundle  of  incongruities,  it  would  make !  Here 
would  stand  the  bearded  ancient,  besmeared  with 
ashes  and  blood,  seeking  to  appease  his  savage 
gods  by  the  groans  of  sufiering  and  expiring  men ; 
and  there  the  mitred  modem  would  preach  peace 
upon  earth,  a  deliverance  both  from  guilt  and  from 
suffmng,  and  weep  for  even  those  casual  infirmi- 
ties of  human  nature,  which  no  kindliness  of  hu- 
man intention  could  prevent.  In  one  place  we 
should  have  the  King  himself  kneeling  to  be  scourg- 
ed at  the  shrine  of  the  holy  St.  Thomas ;  and  in 
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another,  the  bluff  King  Harry  snatdimg  the  tiara 
from  the  head  of  the  Apostolic  Vicar,  the  holy  and 
accredited  successor  of  Peter  the  Apostle,  and 
capping  it  upon  his  own  temporal  though  kingly 
brows.  Here,  again,  we  should  have  the  holy  ma^ 
gician  St.  Dunstan  taking  the  nose  of  the  grand 
6nemy  of  human  kind,  and  squeezing  it  in  his 
burmng  forceps,  till  the  captive  fiend  bellowed 
again  round  all  the  forge  and  bargained  for  his 
fiberty,  by  binding  himself  not  to  tempt  an  Eng- 
lishman, and  especially  an  English  churclunan, 
during  the  life  of  the  holy  Dunstan ;  and  there 
we  should  have  human  reason  shaking  hands  with 
religious  faith,  proclaiming  the  other  spectade 
a  gross  and  unfounded  imposition,  and  rating  the 
pious  s^nt  as  nothing  better  than  a  mountebank, 
and  impostor  of  the  very  lowest  description.  We 
should  mock  at  all  these,  or  rather,  grasping  the 
present  as  our  own,  and  glorying  in  its  superior 
accordance  with  right  reason,  with  pure  feeling 
and  with  virtuous  conduct,  we  should  spurn  the 
rest :  but  while  we  cleave  to  -the  present  in  our 
religion,  in  our  laws  we  cling  equally  to  the  past. 

Suppose,  again,  tjiat  when  it  pleases  our  So- 
vereign Lord  the  King  to  hold  a  levee  or  a  draw- 
ing-room, it  should  strike  the  lords  and  the  lacUes 
of  the  Court. to  deck  themselves  out  in  all  the  va. 
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rieties  of  costume,  from  the  days  in  which  British 
beaux  and  British  belles  sought  no  further  gar- 
nishing than  the  painting  of  their  own  skins,  down 
to  the  newest  cape  of  a  coat  and  flounce  of  a  pet- 
ticoat that  have  been  introduced,  what  a  queer 
assembly  it  would  make !  and  how  difficult  it 
would  be  for  George  the  Fourth,  in  spite  of  all  his 
sense  of  decorum,  all  his  consciousness  of  dignity, 
and  all  his  feelings  of  politeness,  to  prevent  himself, 
not  merely  from  shaking  his  royal  sides  with  ple- 
beian glee,  but  from  issuing  bis  royal  mandate,  that 
his  under  Secretary  of  State  should  have  all  the 
nondescripts  and  oddities  consigned  over  to  him, 
in  order  that  he  might  constrain  them  to  dwell  in 
sure  ward  with  Mrs.  Margaret  Nicholson  in  the 
New  Bethlehem,  St.  George^s  Fields :  but  though 
this  be  a  matter  of  dress,  and  law  be  a  matter 
of  dresring,  we  preserve  and  cherish  those  anti- 
quated portions  of  the  one,  which  would  move  to 
laughter  even  the  solemnity  of  a  King  if  they 
were  preserved'  in  the  other. 

I  wiUingly  admit,  that,  even  without  any  over- 
weening prejudice  or  fondness  for  the  past,  there 
is  nothing  so  difficult  in  itself  as  to  keep  legislation 
as  far  advanced  as  society.  Society  has  the  living 
and  the  progressive  principles  in  itself;  and  if 
cruelty  and  oppression  do  not  turn  it  retrograde, 
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k  will  keep  advtodng.  Law^  on  the  other  hancl> 
b  a  thing  which,  in  itself,  is  dead  and  inert ;  its 
very  excellence  consists  in  the  impossibility  of 
moving  it  out  of  its  origmal  portion ;  and  there- 
fore it  is  absolutely  impossible  that  it  should  keep 
pace  with  the  self-movihg  machine  of  society. 

In  practice,  too,  the  law  of  England  is  said  to 
do  very  well ;  and  to  do  especially  well  in  those 
cases  where,  Hke  the  grave-digger's  gallowsj  it  does 
well  "  for  them  that  do  ill  i"^  but  when  one  comes 
to  make  an  attempt  at  understanding  it,  and 
much  more  at  explaining  it  to  others,  then  one 
^nds  that  it  would  be  a  much  smaller  sacri* 
fice  of  labour — ^and  in  some  possible  cases  not  a 
much  greater  sacrifice  of  virtue,  to  enable  it  to 
bring  one  to  the  grave-di^er'^s  apphcation,  than 
to  bring  it  to  any  thing  like  an  tmderstandable 
shape.  But  if  the  accompHshment  of  this  would 
be  a  hopeless  task,  even  to  those  who  have  long 
and  lalxHiously  devoted  themselves  to  the  subject, 
and  who  are  able  and  wiUing  to  expend  volume 
after  volume  upon  it,  how  much  more  would  it 
be  presumptuous  in  me  to  grapple  with  the 
theory  of  it,  or  even  to  attempt  defutcting  the 
practice ! 

One  thing,  however,  I  cannot  help  remarking : 
that  the  law  of  England,  with  all  its  excellencies, 
and  notwithstanding  the  number  of  ages  that  have 
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had  their  wisdom  at  work  upon  it^  is  a  much  more 
efficient  en^e  for  the  infliction  of  punishment, 
Uian  for  the  preservation,  and  especially  for  the 
recovery,  of  rights.  In  Babylon,  in  an  especial 
ijnanner,  its  movements  are  sa  cumbrous  and  so 
expensive,  the  tricks  and  shufflings  of  its  lower  and 
more  worthless  dependants  are  so  many  and  so 
inexplicable,  and  the  good  which  it  is  calculated 
to  do  is  sd  much  counteracted  by  the  trouble  and 
expense  df  doing  it,  that  unless  a  man  has  not 
only  a  great  deal  at  stake,  but  a  ^eat  deal  moret 
to  stsk^  for  it,  he  had  much  better  let  this  paragon 
of  institutions  alone. 

Suppose,  for  instance,  a  tradesman  has  a  debtor 
who  owes  him  a  small  sum,  the  whidi  sum  the 
creditor  is  unaUe  to  get  ptud.  There  must  be 
one  of  two  reasons  for  this  non-payment :  either 
the  debtor  is  in  the  meati  time  unable  to  pay,  be- 
cause he  is  a  poor  man,  or  he  is  unwilling  to  pay, 
because  he  is  not  hottest.  In  either  case,,  the 
cr^tor  brings  bis  action.  If  the  debtor  be  poor 
and  honest,  he  does  not,  of  course,  employ  lawyers 
to  defend  the  ease  for  him,  because  hi&  honesty 
renders  it  improbable  that  he  would  have  recourse 
to  the  law,  in  order  that  it  might  help  him  to  do 
injustice;  and  his  poverty  renders  it  impossible, 
because,  without  money,  not  a. wheel  of  th^  law 
will  move.     Notwithstanding  this  non-oppomtion 
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of  the  debtor^  or  even  an  admission  on  his  part 
that  the  debt  is  a  just  otle,  the  law  will  not  be 
satisfied,  and  give  the  creditor  power  over  the 
goods  of  the  debtor,  until  numerous  and  compli- 
cated operations  have  been  ^ne  through,  and 
an  expense  amounting  to  double,  treble,  or  even 
ten  times  the  amount  of  the  debt  has  been  in- 
curred ;  and  all  for  what  ?  Why,  merely  because 
if  the  law  was  satisfied — ^if  reason  and  justice, 
which  are  the  foundation  of  all  law,  saw  that  the 
claim  was  a  just  one,  the  lawyers  would  not,  until 
they  were  paid  for  the  op^ng  of  thdr  eyes. 

If,  again,  the  debtor  be  not  honest,  there  are 
so  many  traps  and  turnings  in  the  law,  that  he 
can  contrive  to  delay  the  necesaty  of  payment, 
until,  by  that  delay,  and  by  the  expense  to  which 
the  creditor  is  put,  the  ultimate  gaining  of  his 
cause  m^,y  be  a  positive  loss ;  and  for  this  reason 
he  may,  out  of  kindness  for  himself,  as  he  does 
in  the  other  case  out  of  kindness  for  the  debtor, 
abandon  his  claim  altogether;  and  such  an  aban- 
donment cannot  fail  to  injure  the  temper  of  the 
one  party,  and  the  morals  of  the  other. 

Upon  a  subject  of  so  much  intricacy  and  im- 
portance, I  would,  of  course,  be  understood  as  ex- 
pressing any  thing  but  a  positive  and  dogmati- 
cal opinion ;  but  it  really  strikes  me,  that  at  least 
one  <rf  the  radical  causc;^,  both  of  the  inefficiency 
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and  the  oppressiveness  of  the  civil  law  in  England, 
is  a  remnant  of  personal  slavery,  the  origin  of 
which  must  have  been  in  remote  and  barbarous 
times;  I  mean  the  attachment  of  the  person  of 
the  debtor  tit  limine,  when  the  point  at  issue  is 
the  mere  matter  of  an  unpaid  pecuniary  debt. 
This  brings  into  the  market — mto  the  common 
money-market  of  England,  a  commodity  of  which 
the  better  laws  of  the  country  not  only  prohibit 
die  sale  and  purchase  there,  but  annul  every  such 
purchase  the  moment  that  the  subject  of.  it  sets 
a  foot  upon  English  soil.  England  boasts,  and 
as  far  as  the  boast  goes,  it  is  a  proud  one,  that 
the  moment  a  slave  stands  upon  her  land  and 
breathes  her  atmosphere,  he  becomes  a  free  man, 
— that  at  that  wholesome  touch,  and  that  salutary 
inspiration,  the  fetters  drop  off,  and  the  enchained 
and  degraded  captive  of  avarice  and  injustice 
instantly  becomes  a  man,  But  it  is  somewhat 
inconsistent,  that,  in  the  very  teeth  of  this  boast, 
every  Englishman  who  is  indebted  in  a  sum  ex- 
ceeding (I  believe)  ten  pounds,  and  who  is  unable 
to  pay  it  at  the  moment  it  may  be  demanded  by 
bis  creditor,  may  instantly  be  made,  not  indeed 
a  labouring  slave  to  that  creditor,  by  the  proceeds 
of  which  he  might  soon  liquidate  the  debt ;  but 
a  close  captive,  deprived  not  only  of  that  liberty— 
that  personal  liberty,  of  which  England  boasts  so 
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muchj  but  rendered  in  the  mean  time  incapable  of 
making  any  efforts  for  discharging  the  demand 
Chat  is  upon  him,  and  besides  so  degraded  (foi^  it  re- 
quires something  more  than  being  simply  a  ddbtor> 
to  taste  of  the  demoralization  of  imprisonment) 
both  in  his  own  estimation,  and  in  the'  estimation 
ot  all  who  previously  knew  him,  that  his  chances 
of  being  afterwards  able  to  make  payment,  even 
aUbou^  that  payment  were  not  increased  by  the 
expenses  of  this  procedure,  are  very  much  di« 
minished. 

It  may  be  conceived  that,  in  a  country  like  Eng- 
land, whose  prosperity  depends  so  much  upon  its 
commerce,  and  whose  commerce  requires,  or  at 
least  enjoys,  so  much  credit,  every  reasonable  means 
should  be  afforded  by  law  for  the  preservation  of 
good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  persons  who  are  thus 
allowed  either  to  enjoy  or  to  profit  by  the  advances 
wluch  are  made  to  them  hj  others;  but  besides  the 
degradation  and  misery  which  it  involves,  and  the 
door  which  it  opens  to  ultimate  evasion  and  fraud, 
there  is  something  so  palpably  absurd  and  incon- 
idstent  in  this  matter  of  personal  security,  that 
one  cannot  help  wondering  why,  amid  the  bver- 
wfaehning  mass  of  modem  English  (here  Babylo^ 
nian  is  the  genuine  term)  legislating,  no  one  has 
so  much  as  hinted  at  its  abolition.  The  founda- 
tion of  ell  law  should  be  equity ;  and  therefore. 
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before  it  be  the  universal  practice  that  the  first 
thing  upon  which  the  law  is  to  seize  as  an  equiva- 
lent far  a  sum  of  mcmey  is  the  person  of  the 
debtor,  it  should  be  defined  in  law,  how  many 
poimds  or  shillings  or  pence  an  Englishman  >(^ 
evay  rank  in  society  is  worth.  The  person  of  a 
peer,  or  a  member  of  the  lower  House  of  Parliaf- 
m^t,  camiot,  I  believe,  be  thus  bought  and  sold^ 
(they  are  the  law  makers,)  and  I  have  heard  that, 
either  now  or  lately,  a  like  indulgence  was  in  some 
cases  extended  to  the  clergy,  (they  are  under 
grace ;)  but  as  every  other  man  may  be  thus  bar- 
tered away  for  money,  or  at  least  have  his  Uberty, 
hijs  character,  and -his  good  opinion  of  himsell^ 
which  are  far  the  better  parts  of  him,  thus  bart 
teredaway  for  money,  it  would  be  but  justice,  that 
a  tariff  should  be  made,  setting  forth  the  value  of 
a  squire,  a  yeoman,  a  citizep,  a  burgei^  aiKl  all 
the  other  denominations  of  society,  in  all  their  va- 
rieties of  talents  and  character.  This  is  the  ease 
with  all  other  securities:  before  a  creditor  takes  a 
mortgage,  on  an  estate  or  an  income,  as  surety  fior ' 
the  lending  €3i  money  or  the  furnishing  of  good% 
he  takes  especial  car&to  ascertain  the  value  of  the 
estate,  and  the  certainty  and  duration  of  the  in- 
come; ai^  before  a  money-dealer  discounts  a  Ull 
of  exchange,  he  takes  espedal  care  that  the  docUr 
ment  itself  is  ^ot  faulty,  and  that  :^ere  are,  at  least 
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amoi^  some  of  the  parties  previoudy  concerned  in 
it,  funds  adequate  to  the  retiring  of  it  when  it 
becomes  due;  and  therefore,  before  a  creditor  takes 
the  power  of  imprisoning  his  debtor,  as  the  only 
security  for  payment,  he  ought,  not  merely  by 
parity  of  reasoning,  but  for  a  much  stronger  rea- 
son-— the  perishable  and  changeable  nature  of  the 
commodity,  have  it  demonstrated  to  him  in  black 
and  white,  that  the  personal  liberty  of  the  debtor, 
if  sold  at  open  market,  would  fetch  the  sum  for 
which  he  receives  it  as  security. 

If  it  be  said,  that  to  set  a  money  price  upon  the 
personal  liberty  of  all  or  any  of  the  varied  inhabi- 
tants ci  England,  is  not  only  absolutely  imposdble 
in  practice,  but  utterly  absurd  in  prindple, — that 
personal  liberty  and  money,  or  other  tangibly  }hx>- 
perty,  are  not  quantities  of  the  same  kind— -and 
that  to  attempt  comparing  them,  and  estimating 
the  one  in  terms  of  the  other,  would  be  every  bit  as 
foolish  as  to  ask  how  many  miles  of  a  road  were 
equal  in  length  to  a  summer^s  day,  or  how  many 
pounds  weight  were  the  exact  measure  of  an  acre 
of  land, — th«i  I  answer,  that  in  this  very  absurdity 
is  centidned  an  argument  against  the  practice,  to 
which  there  neither  is  nor  can  be  any  reply.  Pro- 
perty and  liberty  are  incommensurable  quantities: 
no  depth  of  arithmetic  can  tell  how  much  of  the 
one  of  tbem  is  equal  to  any  given  portion  of  the 
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other ;  and  therefore  unless  they  be,  as  all  other 
commodities  are,  rp^prrpH  to^some  common  standard, 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  any  thing  more  nonsensi- 
cal, and  it  has  worse  properties  than  being  merely 
nonsensical,  than  attempting  to  make  the  one  an 
equivalent  for  the  other. 

But  so  barbarous  have  been  the  times  in  which 
this  practice  had  its  origin,  that  the  law  of  England 
does  not  so  much  as  recognise  a  pecuniary  debt  as 
the  ground  of  an  action;  not  even,  I  believe,  though 
that  debt  be  due,  and  on  a  regular  document,  which 
has  paid  both  the  fee  to  the  lawyer  and  the  stamp- 
duty  to  the  public.  The  creditor  cannot  come 
into  Court,  unless  he  come  with  a  lie  in  his  mouth. 
If,  indeed,  he  makes  affidavit  of  the  debt,  and 
swears  to  it,  whether  falsely  or  not,  (for  the  law  of 
England  has  great  respect  for  swearings)  the  Court 
must  hear  him,  and  the  writ  will  issue  as  a  matter 
of  course.  But  how  does  the  writ  run?  does  it 
embody  the  facts  sworn  to  in  the  applicant's  affi- 
davit, and  call  upon  the  debtor  to  make  payment 
within  a  reasonable  time,  otherwise  the  judgment 
of  the  law  will  go  forth  agiunst  him,  and  by  its 
power  his  goods  will  be  seized,  and  given  over  to 
the  creditor?  No  such  thing:  the  writ  sets 
forth  that  the  man  whose  offence  (and  it  may  pro- 
bably be  not  so  much  his  offence  as  liis  folly,  acted 
upon  by  the  importunity  of  the  person  who  now 
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sges/out  th^  wi;;it,  when  he ,  was  eager  to  make 
[irofit  by  the  bargain^  and  in  that  eagerness  over- 
loo|ced  the  probability  -  perhaps  the  strong  proba^ 
bility — c^f  u)tii]nate  loss^  is  merely  negative — a  fai- 
lure to  implement  a  civil  contract^  is  guilty  of  a 
diref t  trespass — a  violent  breach^  not  of  the  civil 
but  of  the  criminal  law, — that,  combining  together 
witn  John  Doe  and  Hichard  Koe,  or  <me  or  other 
ol  them,  (persons  whose  existence  is  just  as  much 
a  matter  of  fact  as  t^is  solemn  declaration  issued 
from,  and  countersigned  by,  a  high  and  honoura- 
ble l^gal  authority,)  and  a  whole  host  of  auxiharies 
arpecl  with  spears  and  pikes,  and  the  Lord  knows 
how  many  weapons  of  war  and  destruction,  he  came 
upon  a  poor  man's  grounds,  destroying  his  pro- 
^rty   anq  tnreatening  his  life.      Having  begun 
with  this  precious  statement,  it  goes  on  to  declare 
that  the  debtor,  i^lways_  accompanied  by  Doe  and 
Roe,  or  either  of  them,  is  running  up  and  down 
throughout  a  whole  shrievedom,  in  order  to  hide 
himself  from  tJbat  justice,  which  the  daring  auda- 
city of  himself,  liis  associates,  and  their  gang,  has 
so  monstrously  outraged ;  and  having  thus  stated, 
it  charges  and  commands  that  the  keepers  of  the 
ptiblic  peace  shall  bring — not  payment  of  the  debt, 
or  even  attach  the  debtor''s  goods  to  prevent  them 
fiom  being  embezzled,  squiuidered,  or  secreted — 
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but  the  debtor  himself,  in  order 'that  Ije  inay  an- 
swer for  the  crimes  charged  in  the  preamble'. 

It  IS  dimcult  to  conceive  a  system  of  more  the- 
oretical hardship,  or,  as  one  would  thinK,  more 
theoretically  opposed  to  wisdom,  than  this  one.  In 
practice,  however. '"  * 
again  there  is  no 

Agger,-"  Well,     _  _,,^      ^  ^^     ^^ 

who  will  play  as  long  as  they  can  at  hi^e^knd-seek  in 
the  comers  and  doubCngs  of  tHe  law,  and  ^Ko,  when 
they  can  do  no  better— that  is,  when  they  cai^not 
disburse  another,  fee — will  take  up  their  abode 
in  the  King's  Bench  t^rison.  or  the  Pleet,  or  the. 
rules  and  the  liberties  f hereof,  siiap  iheir  nngers  at 
their  creditors  in  the  mean  ^iirie,  ana  pltimateiy 
shake  olF  the  whole  load  of  their  incuml&rances  ar 
the  Insolvent  Court'.  ^    -  -    { 

1  hat  *'  law  IS  a  bottomless  pitj,^^  was  said  long 
ago ;  and  really  the  saying  inight  be  doubleiii  for 
it  IS  not  more  rumous  to  the  fortunes  than  to  the 
characters  of  men;  and  when  misfbrtune  or  ac- 
cident  brings  a  man  withm  its  powei^,  it  is  a  matter 
of  election  with  him  whether  it  sliau  niin  liis  ifbr- 
tunes  or  break  down  tlie  tone  of  his  inoral  feeling. 
The  number  upon  which  it  has  the  foimef  elteci: 
is  very  great ;  and  if  any  one  Im^fgines  that  those 
upon  which  it  has  had  the  latter  are  fe^,  let  him 
visit  the  King's  Bench  and  the  other  prisons,  and 
t8 
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also  note  the  conduct  of  the  majority  of  those  w))o 
through  these  gates  have  escaped  to  freedom  from 
their  creditors. 

Considering,  that  in  every  case  of  honest  inability 
to  pay,  the  debtor  is  either  an  object  of  protection, 
in  consequence  of  misfortune  that  must  have  oc- 
curred  to  him  between  the  time  of  contracting  the 
debt  and  the  time  of  payment ;  or  the  creditor  is  a 
sharer  in  the  blame,  inasmuch  as  he  either  granted 
the  credit  without  making  due  inquiry,  or  derived 
such  a  profit  from  the  granting  of  it  as  ought  to 
be  considered  a  premium  of  insurance :  consider- 
ing these  things,  it  is  right  that  there  should  be 
some  protecting  power  in  the  law— something  that 
shall  not  allow  an  honest  man  to  be  doomed  to 
everlasting  starvation,  or  everlasting  imprisonment, 
for  a  mere  involuntary  breach  of  civil  contract, — 
a  breach  too  which  may,  in  other  respects,  fall 
more  heavily  upon  him  than  the  loss  of  that  which 
he  is  imable  to  pay  falls  upon  the  other  party. 
This,  however^  is  a  matter  of  extreme  delicacy  and 
difficulty,  and  it  would  ill  become  me  even  to  hint 
at  what  should  be  the  mode  of  going  about  it. 
The  whole  legislative  wisdom  of  England  has  been 
at  work  upon  it  for  ages ;  they  'cobble  it  every 
other  Session  of  Parliament ;  but,  in  so  far  as  I  am 
a  judge  of  such  a  matter,  their  piecings  and  patch- 
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ings  are  like  **  putting  new  cloth  upon  an  old  gar- 
ment/*— they  "  make  the  rent  worse." 

It  cannot  well,  indeed,  be  otherwise  ;  because  a 
system  of  law  which  is  founded  upon,  not  a  simple 
injustice,  but  a  moral  absurdity,  cannot  be  a  very 
secure  one:  and  the  fact,  that  the  whole  of  this 
branch  of  the  law  of  England  proceeds  upon   a' 
principle  of  positive  slavery — a  presumption  that 
the  first  thing  the  creditor  is  to  seize  and  pay  him- 
self out  of,  is  the  person  and  liberty  of  his  debtor — 
is  the  root  of  the  whole  evil.     One  who  would 
speak  (and  I  am  far  from  speaking)  upon  this  sub- 
ject, would  say,  "  Attack  his  goods — get  hold  of 
them,  by  legal  means  indeed,  (and  that  would  be 
in  the  details  of  the  law  and  its  administration^)  l)ut 
summarily,  and  before  the  fear  of  a  gaol  and  the 
dreaded  loss  of  character  and  employment  shall 
drive  the  man  to  do  any  thing  fraudulent."    It 
might  be  said  that  this  would  be  a  restraint  upon 
business, — that  the  security  over  men's  liberty — 
and  especially  over  the  liberty  of  Englishmen,  who 
have  so  much  of  it,  and  are  so  fond  of  it— adds 
wonderfully  to  the  whole  value  of  the  general  mass 
of  securities  that  uphold  credit,  and  enable  trade  to 
be  carried  on ;  but  if  they  who  give  credit  were 
made  perfectly  aware  that  they  could  look  to  no- 
thing but  property  for  the  re-payment  of  their  pro- 
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pecty,  and  that  no'^liiglisbiBan  could  be  deprived 

•f  hbiiterty^  ^wJesa  in  th^  case  of  fraud  or  crime 

of  lAon^et  sort,  then,  though  th^  extent  of  credit 

n^i^  beiiojsc^e  instances  diminidied,  yet  its  sta^ 

fhilitfj^  mi  tberefpre  its  usefuhiess,  would  be  very 

VMii^ipjCiWM^e^  Qn4agreat  deal  both  of  misery 

jtmi^  pb§i^^  yice  would  thereby  bs^  prevfBnted. 

ltiiwyc^¥A  scone  what  singular  .to  diose  who  have 

n^t  reAee^^edt^upon  the  subject,  but  it  is  a  fact,  and 

>9k&^^wh^oh  U  demonstrated  fully  as  much  by  the 

isLW^  o&^JSfjighodas  by  any  other  code  with  which 

I^ai^^qjU^li^fited,  that  the  thing  most  difficult  to 

be  guarded  jlgiw^tii^  the  fi^aming  of  a  law,  is  the 

.prevj^tingiQ^^itr&j[;>p9;Q9|tog,  by  its  own  operation, 

tfce  tjeigf  QW^^^ern  wkoi^  it  is  its  object  to  punish. 

u!Ich^trli#frii]^a})law  (^  England  has,  in  many  in- 

.\«09nci^;^Ui>#|S^^.h^  been  shown  i^gaia  and  again 

bolh,bb^?)^cK^fe  of  Co^^amona  and  elsewhere ;  that 

N^tfee,CS*rtopf  PHan^TJ  has  had,4ihi8  effect— more, 

i  iperi^is^igey  pf^i^§wof^to(  the  qr^f^g  slowness  of 

lte>i^t|§ps  3Jbh^  of  wy  tjiung  else— has  al3o  been 

MiiAa^yr^  af  fkwpwtrated ;  a^d  |here  can  be  just 

^  gjS  J^tt]§)4fiiiL|^tff)iat  such  is  the  tendency  of  at  least 

n  SQ^  £^gt^  afigoimfm  civil  law ;  and  among  these, 

)^^^#«i^!*^  iff  ^?  department  to  which  I  am  al- 

.4¥#a«t>%^^?j^^^va™d  the  facilit^s  and  the 

Jj^ua^^^.c^^^^c^^  country,  is  the  one 

b  7irte?fe99^^[^W9?^MS?^«»%  i»to  p}ay. 
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The  practices  of  the  Babyloniah  courts  of  isivil 
justice  and  equity, — the  modesty  by  whfch  stndbilts 
eat  their  way  to  a  permission  to  plead  th^^cautes 
and  pocket  the  money  of  the  lieges--2thtf'arta  Ity 
which  sUk  gowns  are  attained— and  the  wiidom 
by  which  talent  or  tact  ultimately  climbs  itft'Wffy 
to  the  bench, — ^are  matters  which  would  be  Very 
long,  and  withal  very  uninteresting,  in  the  r^itdl ; 
and  therefore  I  shall  close  this  chapter  46f  "-the 
deeds  of  the  law,"  by  saying  one  word  inspecting 
the  mode  in  which  criminal  offenders  are  found 
out,  and  two  words  on  that  in  which  they  aire 
punished  by  the  Babylonian  tribunals.  ,     '*' 

The  practice  of  the  Babylonian  police,  tbevhiir. 
racters  which  it  brings  to  light  and  lo  tml,  laKild 
the  scenes  which  it  discloses,  iU*e  80  n^gtilEbrlyiSEId 
so  fully  set  forth  in  the  daily  ii^w^persj-'Aat 
there  remains  little  which  any  one  can  iadd,^eWn 
on  particular  subjects,  and  nothing'to  Whidi  «kily 
thing  like  a  general  character  could  be  giv^n.  It 
may  be,  that  the  Babylonian  police  is  riot  86  c6tti- 
pletely  organized,  or  sa  systematic  in  Hs'^niff^ 
ments,  as  those  polices  which,  in  addition  to  ^e 
detection  of  private  ofienders,  are  spfift  fSb^^'a 
despotic  government,  or  who,  perhaps, Mai*e'*^po- 
litical  in  their  principles,  intention,  and  character, 
and  look  out  for  private  offenders  only  in  supple- 
ment and  at  their  leisure;  but  when  it  is  considered 
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that  this  establishment  has  all  its  efforts  seconded 
by  the  vigilance  and  publicity  of  the  press,  then 
it  must  be  allowed,  that,  in  as  far  as  the  prevention 
and  punishment  of  private  offences  are  concerned, 
the  police  of  London  is  abundantly  watchful. 
Some  object  to  the  latitude  of  discretionary  power 
with  which  those  magistrates  are  invested :  but  I 
could  never  discover  any  harm  in  the  latitude  of 
discretionary  power,  provided  that  it  could  be 
always  accompanied  by  a  corresponding  lon^tude 
of  discretion  in  the  magistrate  himself;  and  in  this 
respect,  it  must  be  admitted  that,  though  the  duty 
in  London  be  out  of  all  calculation  more  severe 
and  difficult  than  that  in  any  other  part  of  the 
country,  the  magistrates,  seconded  as  aforesaid,  ma^ 
nage  it  in  a  superior  manner.  There  are  many  cir- 
cumstances, and  circumstances,  too,  of  the  greatest 
importance,  in  the  cases  which  come  before  a  police 
ma^sttate,  that  no  statutory  provision  could  in- 
clude ;  and  certainly  the  other  parts  of  the  system 
bear  one  out  in  saying,  that  there  is  no  necessary 
and  inseparable  connexion  between  inordinate  le- 
gislation and  practical  perfection.  It  may  be  said, 
that  it  is  a  hardship  for  the  accused  that  a  i^ngle 
magistrate,  upon  his  own  interpretation  of  the 
statute,  may  or  may  not  commit  them  to  trial,  and 
hold  them  to  bail  pr  in  prison  till  the  sessions  of 
gaoi  delivery  come  round;  that  many  persons  so 
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held  to  bail,  or  so  imprisoned,  have  the  bills 
against  them  ignored  by  the  Grand  Jury,  or  are 
acquitted  upon  trial.;  and  thus,  though  innocent 
in  law,  and  it  may  be  also  in  fact,  they  return  into 
society,  not  only  as  persons  who  have  received  a 
stain  in  their  characters  which  it  is  impossible 
immediately  or  altogether  to  wipe  off,  but  as 
having  sustained  a  positive  injury.  That  this  is 
a  hardship,  no  one  can  deny ;  but  it  is  far  easier 
to  expose  the  hardship,  than  to  discover  how  it 
could  be  prevented.  If  a  discretionary  powe^r  in 
such  matters  be  not  safe  in  the  hands  of  the  police 
magistrate,  in  what  other  hands  could  it  be  con- 
fided? That  constructive  evidence  should  ever 
be  resorted  to  upon  an  '  actual  trial,  and  that 
character  should  have  any  effect  there,  otherwise 
than  well-established  good  character  procuring  mi- 
tigation of  punishment,  is  not  on  any  account  to 
be  desired ;  but  still,  if  a  person  be  well  known 
to  the  police  as  one  who  is  in  the  habit  of  commit- 
ting the  offence  complained  of,  and  has  been  found 
in  such  circumstances  as  make  it,  to  the  common 
sense  of  an  unprejudiced  person,  a  matter  of  pro- 
bability that  he  is  the  offender,  then  both  justice 
and  equity  require  ^that  he  should  not  instantly 
be  allowed  to  escape.  The  number  of  cases  in 
which  crimes  have  been  brought  home  in  conse- 
quence of  evidence  discovered  after  the  first  appre- 
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bending  of  the  offender  are  so  many,  and  have 
cleared  society  of  such  a  number  of  those  who  en- 
dangered its  security,  that  they  fully  establish, 
not  merely  the  propriety,  but  the  necessity,  of 
this  discretionary  power  on  the  part  of  the  ma- 
gistrate. 

There  is,  however,  one  evil  in  the  management 
of  Babylonian  criminal  justice,  for  which  it  would 
be  very  desirable,,  and  might  be  possible,  to  find 
a  remedy  ;  and  that  is,  making  the  party  who  has 
suffered  by  the  crime  the  prosecutor  in  the  punish- 
ment of  It.  Independently  of  the  expense  which 
the  civil  departments  of  the  law  costs  individuals, 
in  fees  and  in  taxes,  and  of  the  expense  ot  the 
criminal  department  in  those  salaries  and  allow- 
ances which  are  paid  out  of  the  general  and  local 
taxes,  it  is  somewhat  hard,  that  if  a  man  shall  get 
his  property  stolen,  his  house  broken  into,  or  his 
life  nearlj^  taken  away,  he  should  be  the  instru- 
ment, and,  in  the  first  instance,  the  paymaster,  in 
bringing  the  offender  to  justice.  Perhaps  this  may 
be  intended  to  give  a  fictitious  appearance  of  purity 
to  the  law— to  set  it  off  as  something  which  pries 
not  even  into  the  wrongs  of  society,  but  which, 
like  emblematical  justice,  is  hoodwinked  or  blind, 
fmd  can  know  and  recognize  nothing  but  that 
which  it  hears  in  the  shape  of  evidence  before  a 
regular  Court.     But,  how  much  soever  this  may 
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tend  to  give  to  the  law  a  colour  of  fictitious  inde- 
pendence, there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  impairs 
both  its  efficiency  and  its  grandeur.  When  a 
crime  has  been  committed,  though  the  immediate 
suffering  or  loss  may  be  to  the  individual,  the 
injury  set  forth  in  the  major  proposition  is  an  in- 
jury done  to  society ;  and  therefore  the  vengeance 
belongs  to  the  public,  and  should  be  demanded  in 
the  name  of  the  public,  through  whatever  officer 
the  demand  might  come. 

The  circumstance  of  private  prosecutors  stand- 
ing up  and  demanding  exile  or  death  against  their 
fellow-subjects,  for  what  their  presence  there  gives 
an  impression  can  be  nothing  more  than  private 
offences ;  their  pleading  when  the  trial  is  over  for 
repayment  of  the  expense  to  which  they  are  put ; 
the  hurried  and  apparently  heedless  mode  of  con- 
ducting this  most  solemn  of  all  business ;  the  cold- 
blooded indifference  of  the  Old  Bailey  pleaders ; 
and  the  whole  appearance,  keeping,  and  conduct, 
of  that  foremost  of  Babylonian  receiving-houses  for 
the  hulks  and  for  the  gallows, — ^make  the  Old 
Bailey  Sessions  one  of  the  most  painful  scenes  that 
a  feeling  mind  can  contemplate :  and  setting  aside 
altogether  the  monstrous  discrepancy  that  thert?  is 
between  many  of  the  crimes  and  t|ie  punidmients, 
the  consequent  niecessity  that  there  is  upon  the 
part  of  the  Crown  to  extend,  its  prerogative  of 
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mercy  to  a  great  number  of  those  whom  the  law 
do(mls  to  die ;  the  effect  which  this  hope  of  mercy 
has  upon  the  sentence  itself,  and  the  agony  and 
consequent  despair  which  it  inflicts  upon  those 
who  must  ultimately  imdergo  that  punishment 
which  humanity  doubts  whether  man,  under  any 
circumstances,  would  dare  to  inflict, — ^betray  a 
want  of  the  fit  solemn  slowness  and  awful  dig- 
nity, about  the  Babylonian  Courts  of  criminal  retri- 
bution, from  which  one  cannot  help  turning  away 
as  from  a  punf ul  and  pernicious  thing.  The  men, 
and  sometimes  also  (proh  pudor!)  the  women  of 
Babylon,  frequent  those  scenes ;  not  to  learn  wis- 
dom, but  to  seek  amusement — ^to  gratify  that 
restless  and  rapacious  curiosity,  which  will  not  be 
satisfied  with  the  things  and  other  occurrences  of  a 
very  large  and  very  fuD  epitome  of  the  world. 
Nay,  they  will  not  only  attend  as  matter  of  amuse- 
ment, and  laugh  and  joke  while  the  scales  of  life 
and  of  death  are  quivering  with  their  final  poise  ; 
they  will  come  there  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
the  bets  which  they  have  taken — the  base  gam- 
bling sums  which  they  have  staked  upon  the  turn- 
ing up  of  hfe  or  death  for  their  fellow-creature, 
are  to  be  won  or  to  be  lost.  Without  this  abomi- 
nation, the  scene  is  revolting  enough;  but  with 
this,  there  is  not  a  brand  of  infamy  deep  enough, 
and  defoirmed  enough,  for  marking  its  enormity. 
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The  severest  thing  that  can  be  said  is,  that  it  is 
done  by  those  who  are  shaken  by  the  hand  in  pub- 
lic places  and  called  gentlemen. 

Another  cnrcumstance  in  the  conduct  of  these 
Courts  which  one  cannot  help  regretting  is,  that 
counsel  are  permitted  to  do  so  little  for  those  who 
probably  fee  them  with  the  last  money  they  can 
borrow,  and  that  the  little  which  custom  permits 
them  to  do  is  done  in  so  heartless  and  heedless  a 
manner.  In  consequence  of  this,  and  not,  of  course, 
because  the  men  are  in  themselves  more  harsh, 
more  heartless,  more  dead,  not  merely  to  every 
kindly,  but  to  every  consistent  feeling,  I  have 
seldom  heard  the  words  ^^  An  Old  Bailey  CQimseF 
mentioned,  without  that  contraction  of  the  fea- 
tures, and  that  shrug  of  the  shoulders,  which  in- 
dicate that  something  repulsive  has  started  across 
the  mind. 

At  the  very  time  when  all  else  appears  to  have 
deserted  the  hapless  victim  of  the  law, — ^when  the 
private  prosecutor  has  sworn  against  him, — when 
leaibed  counsel  has  stated  the  case,— when  the 
witnesses  for  the  prosecution  have  ^ven  their  evi- 
dence-—that  evidence  which  has  been  known  and 
arranging  all  the  time  that  the  party  charged  has 
been  immured  in  a  prison, — when  the  few  brief  cross 
examinations  have  been  made, — ^wbile  the  prisoner 
stands  in  open  view  of  all  the  spectators,  with  the 
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reflected  light  of  a  mirror  disclosing  every  Kne  of 
his  face,  and  judge,  jury,  and  the  spectators,  are 
all  entirely  engaged  in  trying  him  both  by  the 
evidence  which  has  been  sworn  against  him,  and 
by  that  which  appears  in  his  own  expression ;  at' 
that  moment  of  pain  and  difficulty  he  is  called 
upon  to  make  his  defence — to  collect  his  scattered 
thoughts  and  summon  his  tortured  nerves,  in 
order  that  he  may  be  a  match  for  cool  men  and 
cunning  lawyers.  All  this  from  the  world  he 
might  possibly  bear,  but  that  which  cuts  to  the. 
heart  is  yet  behind ;  his  counsel  rises,  pulls  his 
gown  about  him,  instinctively  puts  his  hand  in  his 
pocket,  and  jingles  the  fee  in  the  hearing  of  the 
poor  wretch  whose  last  hope  was,  and  to  that 
moment  is,  the  asinstance  which  that  fee  is  to  pro- 
cure. But  does  the  sage  coimsel  plead  ?  Does  he 
make  one  effort  to  turn  the  scale  of  justice;  or 
failing  that,  does  he  appeal  to  the  proper  sources 
of  mercy  ?  Does  he  tell  the  jury,  in  the  language ' 
of  that  Gospel  upon  which  they  are  sworn,  Aat 
'^  with  whatsoever  judgment  they  judge,  it  shall 
be  judged  to  them  again  ?'^  Does  be  dwell  upon 
the  temptations  to  which  the  unfortunate  person 
may.  have  been  exposed — ^the  hard  necessity  which, 
in  an  hour  of  madness  and  despair,  tempted  him, 
when  man  would  not  ^*  give  him  leav^  to  toil,^  to 
put  fnth  his  hand,  and  take  upwards  of  forty 
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shillings  in  a  dwelling-house,  in  order  to  save,  from 
that  starvation  which  he  had  no  other  means  of 
preventing,  those  whose  lives  were  dearer  to  him 
than  his  own  ?  Oh,  not  a  jot !  The  man  of  law, 
whatever  else  he  may  have  learned  along  with  it,, 
has  learned  to  avoid  the  statute  himself;  and  so, 
pulling  his  gown  around  him,  and  chinking  his 
fee,  as  I  have  said,  he  delivers  these  words  of  con- 
ciliation, with  any  thing  but  the  most  kindly  looks, 
"  If  you  have  any  thing  to  say  for  yourself, -now  is 
your  time  to  say  it,  for  I  can  do  no  more  for  you  C 
and  with  that  he  flings  himself  out  of  that  Court,  to 
attend  in  another,  pocket  another  fee,  and  make 
merry  thereupon,  at  the  very  moment,  perhaps, 
when  the  poor  culprit  is  undergoing  sentence  of 
death,  far  want  of  the  very  assistance  which  the 
learned  person  could  have  rendered.  This  prac- 
tice may  be  just,  but  it  is  not  merciful ;  and  surely, 
while  the  laws  of  England  continue  to  be  so  very 
bloody  as  they  are  at  present,  those  who  are 
tried  under  them  ought  to  have  the  ablest  counsel 
at  the  public  expense.  It  is,  however,  extremely 
difficult  to  keep  either  the  enactments  or  the  prac- 
tices of  the  law  up  to  the  state  of  society,  with- 
out more  wisdom  and  more  care  than  all  the  wise 
men  of  Babylon  the  Great  are  able  to  bestow ;  and 
therefore  it  may  be  truly  said,  thaj  "by  the  deeds  ^ 
of  the  law  there  shall  no  flesh  living  be  justified,^ 
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unless,  indeed,  we  use  the  term  in  the  sense  in 
which  it  is  used  by  Lindsay  of  Pitseottie,  the 
Scottish  historian, — ^namely,  that  the  right  or  the 
wrong  of  the  matter  shall  terminate  in  front  of 
Newgate. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


BABYLONIAN  EDUCATION. 


^^  Bred  up  where  discipline  most  rare  is.*^ 


Although  London  is  unquestionably  the  place 
where  there  is  the  greatest  demand,  and  beyond 
all  calculation  or  comparison  the  most  ample  and 
the  most  equitable  reward,  for  every  description, 
both  of  manual  and  of  mental  power, — though 
it  be,  above  all  places — ^and  so  far  above  them  as 
well  nigh  to  leave  similarity  altogether  out  of  the 
question — ^favourable  for  giving  that  scope,  that 
publicity,  and  that  renown,  without  which  talents 
can  hardly  reach  the  highest  degree  of  exceUence, — 
and  although,  of  latter  years  in  an  especial  man- 
ner, all  thos^  petty  contixils  —  that  dependence 
upon  factions,  and  systems,  and  societies,  and  indi- 
viduals— ^that  dependence  upon  mere  names,  and 
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that  subservience  of  intellectual  power  to  conven- 
tional rank, — ^have  been  done  away  with,  and  the 
more  high  and  honourable  distinction  of  esteeming 
and  rewarding  every  man  according  to  his  real  merits 
has  come  in  their  place;  yet  it  must  be  admitted, 
that  London  in  itself,  and  in  its  domesticated  and 
permanent  society,  neither  is  nor  can  be  the  nur- 
sery of  those  powers,  and  more  especially  those 
intellectual  powers,  which  it  is  so  able,  so  willing, 
and  finds  it  so  much  to  be  its  own  interest,  thus 
pre-eminently  to  encourage.  That  which  London 
demands  is  action  :  the  bustle,  the  hurry,  and 
the  necessities  of  its  society  will  not  admit  of  that 
long,  laborious,  industrious,  and  retired  prepara- 
tion, which  is  the  foundation  of  that  eminence 
which  it  attracts.  In  such  a  place,  human  life  is 
too  valuable,  and  human  time  too  precious,  for 
being  occupied  about  any  thing  that  cannot  he 
turned  inunediately  to  account ;  and  therefore  the 
system  of  education  which  prevails  in  and  about 
London  scarcely  comes  under  the  dencmiination  d 
what  may  strictly  be  termed  moral  discipline,  or 
mental  culture. 

Admitting,  indeed,  that  there  were  time,  apart 
from  actual  business,  to  acquire  this  sort  of  culti- 
vation, there  is  no  inducement  to  it.  There  is  no 
law  of  human  nature  more  strong  in  itsdf,  or  more 
constant  in  its  operation,  than  that  whidi  prompts 
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US  to  acquire  every  possession,  and  arrive  at  every 
enjoyment,  by  the  shortest  and  the  easiest  means. 
That  which  we  can  conveniently  purchase,  we  shall 
never  take  the  trouble  of  making  for  ourselves ; 
and  when  we  can  have  the  conclusion  ready  drawn, 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  we  shall  go  through 
all  the  fatigue  of  the  investigation.  Besides,  it 
is  only  the  hope  of  enjoying  the  result  of  labour 
that  induces  man  to  undertake  any  species  of  it, 
and  ipore  especially  that  which,  being  mental,  can 
give  him  no  ecldt  in  the  eyes  of  a  multitude,  while 
he  is  engaged  in  the  doing  of  it. 

In  more  solitary  places, — where  the  facilities  of 
immediate  enjojrment  are  fewer,  the  incentives  to 
immediate  action  less  strong,  and  where  man  at 
every  period  of  life,  and  more  especially  in  the 
earlier  parts  of  it  when  the  mind  is  most  active 
and  most  susceptible  of  permanent  impressions, — 
the  individual  is  in  a  great  measure  left  to  his  own 
resources;  and  his  enjoyments  are  regulated  by 
his  skill  and  his  industry  in  finding  them  out,  and, 
in  many  instances,  actually  creating  them  for  him- 
self. In  London,  on  the  other  hand,  every  thing 
is  ready  made ;  and  all  that  either  man  or  boy  re- 
quires is,  that  he  shall  possess  such  a  supply  of 
money  as  shall  furnish  him  with  these  numerous 
itiviting  and  easily  acquired  gratifications.  Thus 
there  is  a  two-fold  chain  constantly  drawing  tlie 
u2 
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BilbyliitilaA'^ocrth'frbm^  th^'  jir^idfe?  of  ahy  U^iig- 
Hkfe'telWii6tls"6f '^rdfbuna^feteia^:'Hii  see's '^s  ihuch 
of  interest  and'bf  ko^/dtf  ai,  wfthdut  afay' labour 
dh  h^  ^t;  Ati^etk  quite  well  f&r  ^tisfyiilg  bi^di- 
niai^*<AitiDsitr^^Jand  tlie  pUrdhdsatble'  gratifibdtions 
af'appifit^  li^'sd  ieinptiti^' eirbxiiidj  that  the'fii-st 
and  strongest  of  his  desires  is  t6  b^coinfe  poksessed 
df'thdt  it^idh'stmUie'ikable  him  to  purchase  them. 
His  jJaretttfe  haVe"  bdhi  brought  tip  Wnid  the  same 
cbrAimstances,  and  therefore  thdi"  tbdd^s  of  think- 
ing tod  of  tt6tii!rg  A!i*e't!)i*^i^ly  the  fektrie.*  Ifthfey 
hiVe  beferi'feufecei^rftil  ih  businesfe,  6t  hiVe  by  toy 
dftlet  ifi'eatn^  ^q(iilr^'  Affluence,  then  etijoyment  is 
thetyi^dei*'6f  tHi  flay ;  ibd  thOii^h  they  be  careful 
^hdUgh*t5  ib^Jrie^  upbh'the  youth  the  necessity  of 
sMi  ac^tlii^tig  dtiti^tice  fbr  hun^dlf,  yet  as  by  far  the 
gtiatet  toAjority* '  bf  them  havef  acquired  their  own 
affltiebce  Withbtirt  any  thing  deserving  the  name  of 
educationi  eVfetif  thfey  lobk  upon  the  graflflcatioh  of 
the  animal  palssibiis  of  their  Children  as  being  a 
difttter  of  fdr  great^*!^  itnpottaiice  thto  the  ciiitiya- 
tion'bf  their  mind6.  They  biow  what  it  is  to 
HUike  aiiuccesdful  speculation,  to  eat  a  luxurious 
cftinek-,  to  dress' splendidly,  and  to  attend  a  place 
bf'pubtictesort  or  amusement;  but  they  have  no 
conoeptioil  whatever  that  there  is  any  such  thing 
as!  ple^ure  in  sitting  down  to  mope  over  those  pro- 
found' ^quisitibns,  without  which,  however  ele* 
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little  .bjBt^r,  thmm^^^^^^y^t^^  ^^tP^       . ,  u;.  ^«. 

To  thoae  .Tvho,]ippw.i^wh;alK)Ujt.,^e,i^  it> 
will,  I  jw:e8Uine,,,1p{e  jcjw^iye  qw  ^he  po\nt  9^M>  /tfe?i 
inferiopty  of.B(abylQmw,^pation,  in  ^  far.,«i^,r9i% 
gardls  tlk^  m^rj?  df^p  and  g^wral^t^ltiKatioR^f  ^ 
mentel  powxs,jth^t  it  ib,  by  pamnA,  byp^^p^,  fnifll 
by  teachen,  looked  upon  .pa,nptliing<el|»  tbfm,i9 
pipce.oC.the;  common  ineqhanisqx  of  tr^de*  Tbe 
parentr-I  wean  the  ,Babylpnian  pajfent-^wl^n  he 
purposes  to  educate  his  cbi^d,  does  it  merely  vith 
a  view  of  ^tting  that  chUd  for  the  business, or, eiju 
joyinent  of  the  world,|in  some  particular  and  li- 
mited department  4  the  teacher,  again,  has  no  view 
beyond  how  he  shall,  for  the  smallest  possible  oujU 
lay  both  ^f  money  and .  ^f  •  troubje,  receive,  the 
greatesit  return;  while  th^.phijdf  amid  the  external 
temptations  and  luxuriesjvhich. every  where  sur- 
round ,  him,  and  not  seeing  th^t  laucb  profound 
thought  is  exercised  by  any  body  .that  he  knows, 
naturally  takes  matters  as^easily  as  ever  he  can. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  Babylonians  are 
an  uneducated  people ;  all  that  I  contend  tar  is, 
that  their  education  is  of  a  kind  which  is  peculiar 
to  themselves,  or  only  approximated  in  other  places 
in  proportion  as  those  iq^proach  in  size  to  the 
Babylon.     The  place  itself  is  artificial ;  and  it  is 
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impossible  that  the  education  should  be  any  thing 
ejse,  even  supposing  that  they  by  whom  it  is  con- 
ducted (and  that  is  far  from  being  the  case)  were 
themselves  the  most  learned  persons,  and  the  most 
enthusiastic  in  their  devotedness  to  learning,  that 
the  country  any  where  could  afford.  Farther  than 
this,  the  Babylonian  education,  whether  it  apply  to 
the  one  sex  or  to  the  other,  is  superficial :  I  grant 
that  in  its  surface  it  looks  well — ^it  is  smooth, 
showy,  and  marketable ;  but  it  has  little  or  no 
depth  whatever.  In  as  far  as  the  female  part  of  it 
is  concerned,  it  does  not  appear  that — ^unless  in 
some  instances,  which  are  so  very  few  as  to  make 
exceptions  against  the  rule  rather  than  arguments 
in- favour  of  it — education  is  any  where  a  matter  of 
science;  and  therefore  it  would  be  too  much  to  ex- 
pect that  it  should  be  a  matter  of  science  in  the  Ba- 
bylon. But  there  the  education  of  the  two  sexes  is 
much  more  nearly  upon  an  equality,  than  in  any 
other  place  with  which  I  am  acquainted :  both  learn 
to  read  and  write,  and,  among  those  classes  that 
look  toward  the  shop,  both  learn  to  cast  accounts ; 
both  get  a  smattering  of  the  modern  languages ; 
and  i£  Master  be  sent  for  a  few  years  to  smooth  the 
dog^s-ears  in  the  Latin  grammar.  Miss  spends  some- 
what more  time,  with  equal  mental  improvement,  in 
•  cudgelling  the  piano-forte  or  frightening  the  harp. 
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In  Geography,  Miss  usually  has  the  advantage : 
for  all  that  either  of  them  learns  there  is  only  a 
few  names  by  rote,  a  whirl  or  two  given  to  the 
globe,  the  scratching  upon  a  sheet  of  paper  of  a 
few  crooked  hues  which  are  said  to  form  a  m^ ; 
and  as  in  this  latter  vocation  Miss,  if  her  governess 
shall  not  be  too  modern  for  that,  has  a  chance  of 
stitching  her  map  upon  cloth,  as  well  as  scratching 
it  upon  paper,  she  has  fairly  the  advantage  of 
Master.  In  the  other  arts,  for  it  is  as  arts  only  that 
they  are  all  attended  to,  there  is  very  little  good 
done.  To  be  sure,  boys,  and  sometimes  girls,  draw 
lines,  and  squares,  and  circles,  upon  paper,  and  call 
it  Greometry;  mix  up  as,  and  As,  and  xs,  andys, 
and  zs,  with  +s,  and  — s,  and  call  the  melange 
Algebra;  or  frequent  the  theatres  during  the 
Easter  holidays,  to  gaze  upon  a  piece  of  painted 
canvass,  with  a  few  holes  in  it  and  a  lanthorn 
behind,  and  call  it  Astronomy.  On  neither  of  those 
subjects,  nor  on  any  subject  of  an  analogous  nature^ 
does  their  knowledge  or  their  care  reach  beyond 
the  external  wonders.  As,  however,  the  abstract 
part  of  science  does  not  directly  minister  much  to 
the  ordinary  business  of  life,  and  as  the  occur- 
rences  of  the  day  furnish  abundant  materials  for 
conversation  for  the  Babylonians,  the  unscientific 
nature  of  their  education  is  never  felt  by  them- 
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selves^  and  would  not  be  perceived  by  a  stranger 
accustomed  to  a  different  f»der  of  .things,:  were  he 
pot  to  examine  the  matter  a  little  closely* 

The  great  aim  of  the  one  sex  in  the  Babyloa 
seems  to  be,  that  they  shall  be  successful  in  bu- 
nness;  and  the  great  aim  of  the  otheir  sex,  that 
they  shall  be  agreeable'  in  their  manners  and  fas- 
cinating in  their  person8,-^matters  wUch,  though 
they  do  not  conduce  to  that  strength  and  severity 
of  character  which  obtain  amcxig  persons  whose 
aim  is  different,  and  whose  education  b  different  in 
consequence,  render  the  Babylonians  both  a  sale 
and  a  pleasant  people. 

Envious  strangers  have  said  that  the  males  of 
£nglantl  are  never  either  children  or  men ;  but  that 
the  moment  that  they  can  walk  or  iqpeak  they  have 
the  smartness  and  the  activity  of  youths,  and  that 
they  never  afterwards  ripen  to  the  full  vigour  of 
mascjuhne  intellect.  The  former  part  of  the  saying 
is  certainly  true  of  them  of  the  Babylon ;  for  among 
boys  at  a  very  early  age  there  is  a  frankness,  a 
quickness,  and  perhaps  also  a  manhness,  which  are 
not  to  be  found  or  even  expected  where  society  is 
very  limited,  and  where  children  are  kept  out  of 
that  society,  limited  as  it  is.  In  remote  placesi, 
one  o£  the  most  difficult,  as  well  as  most  delicate 
parts  of  education,  is  acquiring  a  knowledge  of 
the  world  ;  but  in  a  place  hke  London,  that  know. 
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iedge  is  so  citsy,  so  absolutely  "ufiMivbidable,  thUt 
it  has  all  the  appearanee<rf"beiiig'iiifuSti'^e*;f  artd^ 
in  consequence  o£  thu^  there  is  nb  such  thitjg^di 
a  change  from  the  gawky^bby, '  who  <  knows 'ctiily 
books,  to  the  wary 'man,  who;  ais  he^'be^anthe 
study  of  thci  world  litte;  does  not  feel  altogether^  ^t 
homiam  it.  ■  ■  '  "  ''•{"  ■  •  ■  *'  ■  '  f  *Aj 
'  V  But  in  propc»*tion  as  the  fiBoil4|ties  of  ktfowin^  the 
.world,  and  the*  temptations  tb  knWit,>are^reltt^^ 
in  the  Babylon  than  in  other  plaebs,  the  vaHie  of 
the  plan'  v^  edueatmm,  pro^fy  so  eaQed^  is  defile 
dedly  inferior.  "OPhdsetwho  haVe  attended;  >  most 
carefully  to  the  influence  of -edui^ation  rtpotk  'the 
manner^  and  the  mind  jointly^  have  laid  itidowDI^  as 
an  inT«lriaUe  result  of'  their'  experience,  itfaait  tkh 
most  wholesome  and  effective  ^stemf^  ^for'genevU 
purpbses,  is  thaft  whidhicomBnes  re«dence"und4^ 
the  pateriM  roof  with  die  emulatioh  of'  a  pu^lid 
school^  where  literature'  and^  science  ai^e  regularly; 
severely,  and  rigidly  taught.  >  There  are  certain 
parts  of  moral  culture,'  to  which  none  but  a  pareni 
can  be  supposed  to  attend;  and  there  are  oerteup 
points  of  intellectual  culture,  to  "which  no  diild  will 
attend  without  that  mc^t  efficient  c£  all  stinlulih^ 
the  fear  of  being  surpassed  by  other  cbildreil) 
However  well  the  master  or  the  nfistress  of  a  boards 
ing-school  may  be  qualified  for  attending  to  the 
moral  conduct  and  m^al*  culture  of  yburig  people^ 
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and  however  much  they  may  be  disposed,  the  num- 
bers m  a  large  establishment  (and  in  a  place  like 
London,  if  those  at  the  head  of  it  be  eminent,  the 
establishment  will  be  large)  prevent  that,  close  at- 
tention to  each  individual,  which  a  perfect  training 
<^  the  mind  would  require ;  and  (practically  speak- 
ing) at  very  large  establishments,  those  who  have 
the  chief  superintendence  do  not  and  cannot  at- 
tend to  individual  differences  of  disposition  at  all, 
but  leave  any  thing  which  is  done  approaching  to 
this,  to  persons  of  an  inferior  order;  and  thus, 
^  much  mischief  is  often  done  by  the  intellectual 
qxnlipg  of  the  tutor  or  governess,  as  more  than 
counteracts  all  the  good  that  results  fiofn  their 
mecl^anical  labotu's. 

A  system  of  education  which  would  combine 
the  moral  watchfulness  of  home  with  the  advantage 
of  a  pubhc  school  is  not,  however,  practicable  in 
London.  Even  though  the  inhabitants  of  every  dis- 
trict were  to  establish  a  school,  the  younger  chil- 
dren,  especially  in  the  closest  parts  of  the  city,  could 
not  go  to  it ;  and  there  are  so  many  temptations 
to  loiter,  and  even  to  do  worse  things,  by  the  way, 
that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  send  the  older  ones. 
Thus  there  seems  to  be  no  alternative  for  the  great 
body  of  the  Babylonians,  but  to  trust  the  education 
of  their  children  wholly  to  that  set  of  trades-people 
who  speculate  in  what  are  called  ^^  Academies  for 
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Young  Gentlemen,^    and  ^^  Establishments    for 
Young  Ladies.'' 

That  there  are^  among  the  immense  number  of 
persons  who  pursue  this  track  in  the  hope  of  making 
their  fortunes  and  leaving  it  off  as  soon  as  ever 
they  can,  persons  of  considerable  talents,  and  per- 
sons who  are  well-disposed  toward  their  pupils,  I 
do  not  mean  to  deny :  but  still,  I  very  strongly 
suspect  that  the  number  of  these  bears  but  a  small 
proportion  to  the  whole ;  and  were  they  even  twice 
as  numerous  as  they  are,  that  would  not  make  a 
good  system  out  of  a  bad  one.  There  is  nothing 
in  which  people,  whatever  may  be  their  own  edu- 
cation^ are  so  apt  to  be  imposed  upon^  as  the 
education  of  their  children ;  and  there  is  no  form 
of  that  in  which  imposition  is  so  easily  carried  (MI, 
as  when  the  child  lives  apart  from  its  parents,  and 
visits  them  only  at  the  holidays.  The  school  must 
be  a  bad  one  indeed,  if  some  improvement  have  not 
been  made  in  the  course  of  the  half  or  quarter  of 
a  year  which  takes  place  between  two  of  those  terms 
of  paternal  joy  and  juvenile  gratification ;  and  as 
the  natural  feeling  of  the  parent  does  not  pause 
and  take  the  time  in  which  this  difference  has  been 
made  fully  into  the  account,  the  real  improvement,^ 
even  in  the  matters  which  are  brotlght  forward  for 
judgment,  and  of  which  the  parent  is  capable  of 
judging,  is  sure  to  be  very  much  magnified.     But 
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the  matters  which  aiisrwfcr  tfest  fbr  plie^sing  a  pa- 
rent, and  being  shown  off  to  a  pka^entV  fHends  at 
the  holidays,  although  they  be  those  whiefe  fc6n- 
duce  most  to  the  teacher's  honotir  and   ^nidtou 
ment,  and  are  therefore  those  which  must  receive 
the  greatest  share  of  attention  at  the  school,  are 
not,  for  either  of  these  reasons,  the  best-  for  the  diiM 
itself.      The  most  valuable  part  of  edticatioii  is 
that  which  teaches  the  child  to  know;  but  the  &nk 
which  make  the  best  matter  for  exhibition  is  that 
which  teaches  it  to  do — ^no,  not  *'  teaches  it  to  do** 
either,  but  that  which  doesj  always  with  the  assist* 
ance  of  the  teacher,  and  it  may  be  sometimes  widi- 
out  the  assistance  of  the  diild.     In  this  way,  it 
very  often  happens  that  the  child  of  either  sex, 
who  returns  from  the  schod  with  a  long  bill  to 
enlarge  the  eyes  of  mamma  and  the  mouth  of 
papa,  and  a  portfolio  and  box  full  of  pretty  no>- 
things  to  set  them  right  again,  and  induce  them  to 
send  for  aunt  and  uncle,  and  aH  the  rest,  to  won- 
der at  the  display  of  youthful  skill,  and  taste,  and 
industry^  has  not  acquired  above  half  a  dozen  of 
new  ideas  all  the  time,  and  that  it  has  acquired 
these  from  its  school-fellows,  or  from  the  chamber- 
maid or  the  footman. 

The  resident  Babylonians  complain  that  they 
are  eaten  up — literally  consumed  from  the  place — 
by  the  provincials;  and  that  Yorkshiremen  and 
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Irishmen)  wd  e^pecaalfy  Sootchmeni  invade  Qvery 
houif^  ^nd  evecy.  esta^UsJioient  likplocuats,  aod 
sMck  4vA  ms^vify  like  leeches ;  but  really — inde- 
pendently ,^f ,  the.  waste  of  human  Jife  from  the 
want.of  ,cai;e  and  ^comfort  in  the  poorer  classei^ 
frpm  haply  the  e3^ce«5  of  comjfort  in  the  mor^ 
w^alithy^  and  from  the  effect  of  close  situation  and 
oontaminafted  lair  ,upon  all — ^from  the  great  distrac- 
tipn  and  waste,  of  intellect  which  goes  on  in  such  a 
pja€e,,and  the  miserable  system  of  general  education 
-rri^^hich  I  confess  I  do  not  see  any  means  of  reme- 
dying— if  there  were  not  a  constant  importation 
intp  London,  it  would  soon  become  as  remarkable 
jfor  the  want  of  talent  as  it  is  at  present  for  the 


It  by  no  .means  follows  that  .theire  is  in  the  Ba- 
bylpn  any  thing  which  destroys  the  natural  powers^ 
or  that  children  are  bom  th^e  with  feebler  minds, 
or  even  feebler  bodies,  than  in  other  places.  There 
i»  no  need  for  such  supposition,  nor,  though  there 
.were,  would  it  be  of  any  use,  seeing  that  it  is  not 
true ;  and  the  constant  temptations  to  enjoyment, 
.the  great  facilties  there  are  for  it,  the  early  period 
at.iylndi  young  men  get  immiured  in  business,  the 
closeness  with  which  they  attend  to  it,  the  light 
and  transient  nature  of  all  subjects  of  conversar 
tion,  and  the  tendency  which  the  continual  applica- 
tion of  the  nmny  and  powerful  stimuli  of  so  great 
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a  city  has  to  deaden  and  exhaust  the  m(»*e  ac- 
tive powers,  and  reduce  men  to  s.  nearer  resemblance 
to  machines,  are  quite  enough  to  aax)unt  for  the 
whole  matter.  Superficial  as  the  system  of  edu- 
cation is,  it  suffices  for  all  the  purposes  of  so- 
i^ty ;  and  though,  out  of  the  line  of  his  particular 
vocation,  the  opinion  c^  a  Babylonian  be  neither 
the  wisest  nor  the  most  enlightened  opinion  in  the 
world,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  very  ob- 
vious way  of  improving  it. 

If  the  education  of  the  middle  classes  be  thus 
superficial,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  that  of  the 
lower  can  be  better :  indeed^  where  that  is  at  all 
made  a  matta*  of  public  interest,  the  very  gene- 
rosity  of  John  Bull,  or  rather  the  notion  which  he 
has  of  generosity,  spoils  its  ejffect.  John,  especi- 
ally in  Babylon,  reduces  all  things  to  a  money  va- 
lue; and  so  much  money  expended  upon  any 
thing,  is  always,  in  his  view  of  the  matter,  so  much 
good  done.  Perhaps  it  may  be  the  only  way  of 
accomplishing  the  education  of  the  poor ;  but  I  am 
disposed  to  think  that  the  number  of  charitable 
institutions  at  which  children  get  education  gratis, 
disposes  th^  parents  to  set  a  lower  value  upon  it 
than  if  they  had  to  purchase  it  out  of  their  own 
earnings.  In  order  to  give  education  its  proper 
^ect,  I  should  suppose  (though  I  will  not  be  dog- 
matical upon  the  subject)   that  both  the  parent 
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and  the  child  should  have  a  feeUng  that  it  is  their 
own,  and  that  by. its  means,  and  without  favour, 
obtigatiiMi,  or  assistance,  they  ought  to  rise  in  the 
world.  It  may  be,  that,  in  a  place  like  the  Baby- 
lon, where  a  man  who  would  be  absolutely  great 
in  any  other  place  is  absolutely  little,  and  where, 
of  course,  one  who  would  be  but  little  any  where, 
is  nothing  at  all— where  the  poor  have  no  distinc- 
tion to  gain,  and,  except  honesty  and  sobriety,  no 
character  to  lose, — ^they  would  not,  of  their  own 
accord,  educate  their  children :  but  even  that  does 
not  prevent  me  from  thinking  that  forced  educa- 
tion, like  forced  fruit,  wants  much  of  the  flavour 
of  that  which  is  natural;  and  I  rather  am  inclined 
to  think,  that,  though  the  children  at  these  schools 
make  a  very  pretty  show  upon  parade  days,  and 
though  the  system  gives  occasion  for  meetings,  and 
speeches,  and  dinners, — yet  that  it  is  neither  the 
best,  nor— what  the  Babylonians  will  understand 
better — ^the  cheapest,  mode  of  educating  the  poor. 

In  these  remarks,  I  have  altogether  omitted  the 
foundation  and  company  schools  of  a  higher  class ; 
not  because  I  think  that  they  are  faultless,  but 
because  their  faults  are  of  another  description. 
They  are  exclusive  establishments— accessible  for 
other  reasons  than  the  merits  of  the  parties,  ot 
even  their  ability  to  pay  the  fees;  and  though 
liberty  requires  that  those^who  found  any  sort  of 
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delailMifiily  yetfaioirkdge^^aiid'e^kicadon,  if  ft 
be  meant  tONCioiiaiitinieflte  kiNmle^*4-«faiMild  knpir^ 
and  eftpieUdiysftni,  i»)^flrifllrio^^  ^ 

It  Uaeufki^iB^  a-sitigiQfarf'aiidpeAa^a'in^ 
cHieViMi*  lacft,  ih^;rm^ikk  bit^  ^Idib  %|idi^  t^ 
mev^^Krtj^ :11km  rei|)bdt  finrnlanm^hltetiMttf,  %xsA 
}4t$  f6v^4tk9ica^i^  acHsidemal  distinettoinioof  Ui^ 
tliaa  aay  4)ldt6riii  the  kki^otnyi^d(^hH!li^c(mtl[im 

adolller  ^  dHtti«  any  etlvgr  f  liU^^  «lioaid^  ncH  faime.  a 
angle  public  school  which^is  c^penfup^a'^  saOi^ 
tef^s  to  «1I  ckAes  of  pevsona;  bttt^sliouid  be  Under 
tbe  neoeMfity  of  teaching  pride  to  on^  *dasii<of<tii60 
d^fsaA  BbMiecaiid^^iadaftiion  to  janbtbety^ie 
i«vy;mooient*  tluct-dsej/eibeginJlo^itiidy  tbcrHtseffi 
hgdu.  .',^:'  ;:  V-  ^'^ -"'•:•""  -  \  '  ■  .'-^O'.nV  3j 
^^^er^teiTeifeMidjrifeeii  8dmerpfc9$i%aliip&r*tl% 
f ^ttudifig  of  a  SaByloitiAn/lJfiive^sity  11^  a^b^^ 
pli*,\bo|ii  m^e6p«et'«d^^«kt%tit  of  tte  endor^iC' 
mcnCH,  xand  dfe^mtt&beti^  aad^tetmi  of^admi^ift^^ 
pofok^  ibnt  :di6yf]fOin:wh6^  {yropo^al  eame' 

cbuldnDtkimrkudied  ^ffir^ciMftill^  Ih^^tru^f^ 
of  Baiiykiniaii  Aodety^  jitb^tsbdi  of  dftsifi^t  do^ 
bit  a  iJmTer^y  is^  $0  csmtrafy  ^o  lA  ^l^ie  existing 
pf^ictfcea  of  the  BabyloG^  t^at  it  |s  itiot  much  less 
absurd  than  if  oiw§  ^vere^toput^pose  fbfenabg  the 
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Jews  of  Capel  Courl  inlo  an  agricultural  society,  or 
forming  the  CkMirt  of  Aldermen  into  a  company  of 
sharpshooters  in  the  event  of  toother  war.  Every 
institution  in  the  Babylcm  must  have  either  busi- 
ness or  pleasure  £»*  its  object,  otherwise  it  will  not 
be  supported.  If  it  had  been  the  proper  locality 
for  a  University,  it  would  have  had  one  ere  now, 
--and  now  it  has  lectures,  reported  to  be  delivered 
twice  a  day  by  the  Gresham  Professors  at  the 
Royal  Exchange ;  but  who  ever  heard  of  any  body 
attending  tliem^  except  a  curious  stranger,  bent 
upon  bemg  every  where  ? 

But  if  the  system  of  juvenile  education  in  the 
Babylon  be  constitutionally  and,  to  all  appearance, 
incurably  bad,  except  in  so  far  as  conduces  to  bu- 
sinesa  and  amusement,  the  course  which  opens 
itself  most  easily  and  most  widely  for  youth,  is  not 
calculated  very  much  to  improve  matters.  The 
desk,  the  counter,  or  the  Court  of  Law,  fi-om  early 
mom  till  dusk ;  the  cofTee-house,  the  club»  or  the 
theatre,  till  twelve ;  the  tavern,  for  an  hour  or  two ; 
di^ep;  and  the  same  routine  day  after  day,— can 
create  little  taste,  and  leave  little  time  for  mutual 
cultivation :  nor,  if  we  look  a  little  higher,  as  it  is 
called,  in  society,  and  substitute  the  toilette,  the 
lounge,  and  the  gaming-house,  we  riiall  not  make 
an  exchange  very  much  for  the  better.     Whatever 

VOL.  II.  X 
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view  of  the  matter,  indeed,  we  take,  we  are  always 
brought  back  to  the  position  from  which  we  started, 
— ^namely,  that,  however  favourable  London  may 
be  for  the  exerdse  or  the  reward  of  talents,  it  is 
not  favourable  for  thdr  production. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

CONCLUSION  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 


^^  The  adventure  of  the  bear  and  fiddle 
Is  sung,  but  breaks  off  in  the  middle." 


It  is  not  the  best  of  all  possible  consolations  for 
a  writer  to  feel,  when  bringing  up  the  rear'  of  his 
second  volume,  that  the  unnoticed  part  of  his  sub- 
ject  would  afford  abundant  materials  for  many  vo- 
lumes more :  and  though  this  feeling  forces  itself 
upon  me  whether  I  will  of  not,  the  confessing  of  it 
may  not  be  the  most  prudent  of  all  confessions ; 
but  as,  in  the  course  of  these  two  volumes,  I  have  so 
frequently  had  occasion  to  make  statements  re- 
specting other  matters  which  an  inordinate  quantity 
of  prudence  would  be  very  much  disposed  to  ques- 
tion, it  is  not  more  than  justice  that  I  should  make 
the  same  sort  of  statement  with  regard  to  myself. 
There  is  no  such  thing,  I  find,  as  a  possibility  of 
bringing  Babylon  the  Great  within  the  compass  of 
x2 
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t^(^  (tfti§fWhr^Uid^,^e^l' fe^'I  %ftH  tri^  to 

im9Bi  ^sdmeivkdt  iflMie  I4iahi >Qdel  g^ikvii}  ikiA 
hmot  it  w6idd  tbe^  mpfb^t[  ^^iAtMi  d*  ^e^kiM 
CKiflSoltiiti<i«  Aviltf  M^ie^  ^  iioAil^ 

l>awm  MY^y  fao^ttatabk.-  If  <b(»tf^W^*b«Jii«iid 
^lesiJbefre  W'iCoo  niiich^  U^BliMdy^  tod^if 'ft  b^ 

baky  ^  tb^ifesii^  of  readki^  as^^^l^^^  ^ttU 
6iiab)&  ne  to  fimAsb  ^  T^mftkidif^  '  Util  gttt^e 
qoMlioti'  I  bomoi  selTtk ;  fyt  to  t^tflft  >>>4x]f^  t|o 
the  jttdgt&^t  of  him  by  irhom  H  is  *i^tt€^V  ^cMd 
be  sibout  as  wis^  m  to  sabmit  the  'iju^itKity  eS  a 
lady's  personal  attractions  to  her  own  ait^mlfoh. 

When,  indeied,  I  look  at  the  sobjeets  to  vAAtk  I 
have  adverted,  and  think  of  those  to  wfiidi  !  tttve 
been  unaUe  to  aflude,  it  gives  me  tt  greater  idea 
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twrf>lft  jr^i^i9pa«%J^.(lte,«eWow^lkfere(4rfo^^^ 
fefitterfivJYi^P.  I  epeak  ^  Iw<  t*>  mA<&  coiHtt« 
9i«gi^4^a|  ^|{nwa^;f«wter  df  :aMi*teii(  «msjf 

ljiQib^^-fe$g^^U  ai?0,i^«pwated  Wtbe  te^wrof 

ed  tfei$c^l^  ft^th^l  we^  vfi^so  wMfih  chicanery, 
Mid  ib?w  fuob  ii^i?f*^i^n6v^  pie^^^f  'furofi-work^'* 

and.m^di^  ^^^9{n0$^4S8  ^p;»rbe  their  ew^  iijidex  or 
expp^tor^  A»  fi*U4m^  J»wti|Mlc  ef  *  A  single  Buit 
m;Gllaiiqey5fcrii^u|4  .l^rSttfficpenfc  to  frigblfiv  th^ 
whole  e«i)Mci;ib^  to  a  circulating  library  ^  and  fiet 
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only  is  this,  but  it  would  be  more  than  enough  to 
cure  the  veriest  litigants  in  the  world  of  their  fond- 
ness for  law^  and  tempt  patriotic  men  away  from 
their  afiPection  for  those  parchment  idols,  and  make 
them  hold  dalliance  with  thoee  bugbears  of  a  wig. 
adoring  population, — king»  and  queens— however 
useless  or  however  arbitrary. 

To  show  that  I  am  right  in  this  forbearance, — 
that  I  do  it  in  mercy  to  my  readers,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  quote  a  few  items  from  a  bill  of  expenses  in 
Chancery,  upon  a  question  so  fiimple,  as  that  whe- 
ther certain  sums  which  the  lords  of  a  certain  ma- 
nor devised  nearly  two  hundred  years  ago  to  the 
overseers  and  church-wardens  of  a  certain  parish, 
for  charitable  purposes,  could  be  by  them  adminis- 
tered and'  a{^ed  according  to  the  will  of  the  do- 
nor or  not.  Upon  other  branches  of  the  law,  time, 
in  one  way  or  other,  is  allowed  to  dose  his  wing ; 
but  it  seems  that  the  Court  of  Chancery  knows  no 
prescription,  and  is  trammelled  by  no  statute  of 
limitations,  but  grapples  with  eternity  itself;  and 
becomes  to  aU,  save  the  lawyers  and  officers  belong- 
ing to  the  said  Court,  an  eternity  of  punishment-^ 
a  Tophet  in  which  there  is  an  everlasting  consuming, 
but  from  wiiich  there  is  no  deliverance.  The  spe- 
cmien  which  I  shall  give,  apd  it  is  by  no  means 
the  worst  that  I  could  ^ve,  is  as  follows : — 
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1824. 

Dec.  6.  Attending  Courts  three  petitions  in  the 
paper  for  judgment^  when  the  Lord 
Chancellor  went  partially  into  the 
matter^  and  requested  to  be  furnished 
with  the  repealed  Local  Aot>  which  he 
said  he  wouldread^  and  give  hiajudg- 
ment  to-morrow     .     .     .....    3    0    0 

7.  Attending  the  Court  all  day^  three  pe- 

titions in  the  paper>  when  his  Lord- 
ship said  he  had  to  leave  early^  but 
would  not  fail  giting  his  judgsient  to» 
morrow  morning 2    0    0 

8.  Attending  Court  aU  day>  three  petitions 

in  t]^e  paper  for  judgment^  when  the 
Lord  Cliancellor  adverted  to  the  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction^  which  he  desired 
to  be  again  spoken  to>  and  requested- 
that  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Canter- 
bury>  they  being  the  Lords  of  the  Ma- 
nor of  Walworth^  should  attend  hhn^ 
and  appointed  Saturday  next  for  that 
purpose ;  and  requested  to*  be  inform- 
ed as  to  the  mode  of  appointing  over^ 
seers  at  the  time  the  Qiarity  was 
founded  .  ,  .^,,.,...200 
1 1 .  Attending  Court  aU  day^  three  petiticms^ 
when  the  same  were  called  on>  and  - 
Mr.  Shadwell  applied^  on  the  part  of 
the  Dean  and  Chaj^r  of  Canterbury^ 
to.  let  the  petitions  stand  over>  and  the 
same  were  ordered  till  the  first  seal 
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iliei^iebak^|Bq^flii6g^8lMiald^      2    0    9 

Jan.  11.    Alt^ltl&fga^jhfctrtioDghctiriie  ^jpiAHitoirt, 

.rji4aAb441rfifili«^b|«9,  ^  tin  folHif 

0  I  ladwk^.XfB^  prej^sredatD^oA  ;34iiid 
/  i(li»ffri3ir4i  ^SwiibelUArbofdeiC^^ 
saoAe  :(tDyilmBifdrtfai9iibQ^eAbtlli|^t 

ji:^eMiiq»lotjkt^.;<i  ,;•  ^.3,  gtf'i^s^;^^.    f    0    0 

>  titiona  on  the  piqpiir)4ffH^xiMrtmt«ot 

called  on ;  .k»  •'U^U'l^.  0 

,  \  27.    JkeUi^e,  attendance  this  day    .    .   ^    l  io    o 
,   28.    The  like,  attendance  this  day    .    .   «     1  1,0    0 
' '  2d.  '•  Attending  Court/iwee  petitioiis  in  toe 
^i-  ^  I.   >^  '  ^^  papHf  ?  fliJ/  irtiii^tai^  tffa/^rttfl*-"  ■ 
\  >  {U  i(h  r^:;u(|»r^Mlifodd[foitT^Mdi)^^^  m  * 
n    :i^,>><feBjwi<i«d'Cli^trt?i|0|^M?)5lita^      !; . 

matter  as  visitors  .    .    .  .^  .    .    .    . .  2    0    0 
Feb.  i;    Attending  Coiiri  all  day ;  three  petitioxi^ 

/  '    ^'  iirtihe  paf***,  biirtfiwnieiiot  isaH^rf^tt  V  l  lo    o 

.T^    ;  ...J  >  ia4iro9apBivi>u^MiiwB0tfidlMJ^ju  1  10  0 
,    «e  [  prha  like  iittenda^ce  in  Goiirt  thji^  ^]^; 

,  three  petitions  ki  the  pap^r  .    ,.,...^110  0 

9.    The  like  attendance  this  day    ....     1  10  0 

10.  The  like  attendance  this  day  .   '.    .     .    110  0 

11.  llie  like  attendarice  this  day  .    .'   .    .     1  10  0 
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f  loolllvr  <B>wrt^#y  RBgi8Mpr«6J|)iiMhe 

next 0  cftcS 

Mar.  1.  4itetiAk|goCbtotc.ioititl^te:p0khA^  H  n£r 
'^osiBM^  dufil  tIbB  ,|lap^dlmd  .'cailatATron^ 
^£idiQ&dtte  vjMAqgigioifateMggirtrii  by 
bctAk%  fiDn^oreteiagalq  tkgamk^iatbme 
3dbi%|]i$fADdiA>ii6JiiHfldlu^ipKimUd  to 
A|iinhM»jiifdgiiS^iit1tiiBidiya^eeki£/.  .800 
^    •.    Attending  Court ;  but  t];cQl4ii!&-€9|an- 

sneltotifli^^^  ^ctjodgmjintfTBCttiH-   t^S 

And  so  on,  cm !  go  r   li,- 

From  this  idi^  bf4i;k>df^t^ Be^l  dF€!hadbery-- 
or  rather  from  tMs  Httle  f^^efctW^ab;^ck^§^ 
Babel— for  no  naai^  can  gpe^s  ai^thel)egmnin^,of  the 
suit,  or  ^my^^^  fTedffSl  tjjft  e^^some  judg- 
raent  mfi()r>ifelb|«OiMi  jc>£oth(fe4^^tert,im|x^  of 

mind  tor:GMqpi«li0ftc^^-^w^ml»>tb  describe,  t 
wonderfW  sltiitftoWt'  lior  can-  Buch  ibl  course  of 
things  be  avoided,  so  lopg  as  it  h  bindin|^  upon  t;l|;ie 
Lord  Chj^n^llpr  tp  dei?Bi^  ai^cprdufg  to  equity, 
and  ye%cja^  i^oof^mjs^^  :tb«re  4are  so 

many  conflirting  intenestB  andv^amtradictory  sta- 
tutes. AH,  with  the  exception  ctf  those  yrho  make 
a  profit  by  it,  complain  of  this  Court  of  Chancery, 
not  as  a  great  grievance  merely ^^  but  as  a  nuisance 
which  is  intolerable,  and  which  no  country  but 
England  could  be  able  to  endure. 
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A  second  good  suligect  for  ^bylonian  discus^on 
is  that  sort  of  underlaw — a  species  of  statutory, 
equitable,  and  other  mode  of  procedure,  wluch  is 
carried  on  by  their  Worships  the  Aldermen  and 
their  Honours  the  Magistrates,  and  in  whidi  they 
are  partly  guided  by  the  wisdom  of  Parliamentary 
enactment,  and  partly  by  that  more  fond,  though 
occa^nally  more  frail  wisdom,  "which  is  ih&i  own 
property.  This  is,  in  its  nature,  the  very  reverse 
of  Chancery ;  for  if  that  cipaabrous  piachine,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  results  that  are  absolutely 
free  from  flaw,  keep  working  at  them  till  inA 
itself  be  worse  for  the  parties  than  any  error— ^he 
Magisterial  dedsions  are  done  with  so  much  promp- 
titude, that,  especially  in  the  case  of  men  who  have 
other  business  to  attend  to,  and  are  not  any  way 
remarkable  either  for  the  capacity  or  the  fumiabing 
of  their  heads,  very  gresit  blunders  ore  committed, 
both  in  the  subjecting  of  innocent  perscms  to  pu- 
nishment, and  the  returning  of  rogues  back  again 
upon  the  world,  hardened  if  not  brightened  in  their 
character.  It  must  be  admitted,  indeed,  that  where 
a  number  of  persons  sufficient  to  people  a  pretty 
sizeable  state "  are  huddled  together  within  the 
ccanpass  of  a  few  miles, — where  there  is  so  mudi 
fixed  property,  so  much  property  floating  about, 
so  many  persons  who  have  no  check  upcni  them  but 
fear  of  absolute  punishment,  and  so  many  ap- 
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parent  facilities 'for  escaping  that, — ^it  would  be  ex- 
tremely difiBicult,  if'  not  altogether  impossible,  to 
have  a  Police  establishment  which  could  at  all  times, 
in  aU  cases,  and  under  all  circumstances,  hold  the 
balance  even  in  the  midst  of  so  many  perplexities, 
and  yet  be  "so  rapid  in  its  movements,  as  not  to  im- 
pede the  general  progress  or  interrupt  the  general 
pursuits  of  society.  Allowing  for  all  its  imper- 
fections, the  Babylonian  Police  is  a  curious  engine ; 
and,  with  the  Press  to  second  its  efforts,  it  is  one  of 
great  value,-— of  so  great  value,  indeed,  that  I  am 
perhaps  widiin  the  truth  when  I  say,  that  the  num- 
ber oi  undetected  crimes  in  London  is  not  half  so 
great)  in  proportion  to  the  whole,  las  it  is  in 
places  which  contain  not  a  score  oi  inhabitants  for 
every  thousand  that  London  numbers. 

Another  subject,  the  investigatii^  of  which 
would  be  both  curious  in  itself  and  would  throw 
some  light  upon  the  structure  of  Babyl<n)ian  so^ 
eiety  and  the  tenor  of  Babylonian  thought,  is 
the  various  institutions,  societies,  dubs,  and  co- 
teries, within  the  same,  whicH  devote,  or  profess 
to  devote,  a  certain  portion  of  their  time  to  mat- 
ters connected  with  science  and  literature.  From 
the  obscurity  of  most  of  those  institutions,  it 
may  very  naturaUy,  and  perhaps  not  very  un- 
justly, be  concluded,  that  they  contribute  not 
much    to    the    advancement   of    those    subjects 
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d^ut'^^ck  irh^  itmpy<limfa^hm  ;)fttfd4t>  May 

ilMt)<Im)^&c^dYM2foSy;b5iF  thiiJw^ito^LtieebxMliier 

t4yrbi^Rd^^I^gWfe^^<»(^^^^(fld«Sc^i0^fVgtbt«B 

kt  Jtberttfid:^  «ltorcAtoaf»/;  ^vUylfti^fmnenriltaaUaf 
a4ftd]^Milmbi  ««mii90  toxbiivtK^Hba«ofeltKbab 
toati^<9fdtln^  i04»biiv%l>[^'ni^dbfi9i^ 
IJbe  IMtblPpiibllc  fifejsgiadiy4  vtbofiverimdfyb^ 
bdleiQMi^fcns^UwifMflA^  -ptffa 

^\iiii')^T.6iwDrtdi}  fiiHi'«ncMt)Oiite»&AfiiTU]iloiicsiS 
Epneit^i^ttttttem  froiotdiei  qinetildBsi£ith£d4ircN 
viiK;e»4)d^\99l$  tbclBad^ttbyaa:  tii^l^idl^BKl  wfaitib 
th^^&fi  itobie  At  «d  ddl  t&eir  onrlipmf  tdiogbt; 
eKcepit  tiii^  mtemAiafafedDirkikB^^^^ 
aii<i  thelnedf^-emdsiiliiiisted  aaL  :  :i  ^ 
'Nol*  woiddthbse  firubjeeto)  the  intention  of  wliksh 
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a  sfchocdnof .  mfst^y.U  b^t  if  jsft^«r©ftp^,  j^kdgftffowte 
Aft  beltec  sfKHfim^s  of  Jh9::wj:it^q  j^b^ 

aniiquftHanfesl  tof^tbe  mfttto^  jtbAl'^U>;Oi^^j]i^ii  Mj& 
nurd]^*  ititenided^ -fanit  aAu^^  «i|Q9aetf u}|^>9fir.a  pki^ 

adfaiill;si.^e^reatestI]iart(of  «dobt^  lianre^bm^iiKd 
it;  aatdytliaBKavho^aeel -tluro  h^  ibis  iotervfA^  of 
theq-iailj^,  ^hnreiiittiecaKl^iactiaiu^.tl^ 
dpamaticTep^tsemitioD^.  whUe  the  doai^^rs  ^n^ 
ititbek^niiteEiiititQ  jbobiiate^  if  not  ;tQ  f iifiau»!i^ 
dtfaer-'  paifinrnstoi'than,  Aose  .wbo^take  thek^'  mie 
ffdv  th^  fnroBipteri  Wfaftt  ftm  calkd^e.MioQr 
Th0Eit»8'!aca  mAuiHdftiwtter  dan  aebodb  of  j  vul- 
garity, if  not  of  vise  ;r*aiMl  I  hara  litaid  ilitmore 
than  sturmia^y  that  buUies  and  bUekguarda  '^are 
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procured  and  paid,  either  by  the  superintendents, 
or  at  anjr  rate  by  the  att^dants,  at  the  saloons  of 
the  nn^nal  theatres.  Now,  it  would  be  curious  to 
conjecture  at  what  might  be  the  causes  of  these 
things;  but  to  give  anything  like  probability  to 
the  conjecture  would  demand  space  as  well  as 
time. 

The  other  fine  arts  wotdd  also  demand  attention. 
Painting  and  music,  especially  the  former,  still 
need  the  staff  of  patnmage ;  and  it  would  be  worth 
while  just  to  ask  whether  the  kind  and  degree  of 
patronage  given,  be  those  which  afford  the  fair* 
est  scope  and  the  fullest  reward  for  talent.  Nor 
would  it  be  amiss  to  cast  a  glance  over  those  arts 
which,  though  they  be  not  in  themselves  entitled 
to  the  epithet  "  fine,''  are  yet  chiefly  practised  by 
those  who  consider  themselves  as  the  very  finest 
that  the  Bal^lon  affords:  There  are  doings  in  the 
purlieus  of  St.  James's^  and  in  other  parts  at  die 
west  end  of  the  town, — there  are  nobles  of  the  land 
and  members  of  the  senMe,  who  engage  in  prac- 
tices th^'e,  which  fall  more  heavily  upon  their  rent- 
als, and  make  them  more  irritable  in  their  dispo- 
sitions, and  more  hostile  to  certain  improvements 
in  the  way  of  liberal  policy,  than  all  those  agricut- 
iural  <£stresses  which  form  the  permanent  and  pub- 
tee  burden  of  their  song  of  ^lamentation.  Those 
matters  of  which  the  law  itself  can  scarcely  take 
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hold»  imd  of  which,  perchance,  some  of  its  depart- 
ments may  be  a  little  diary,  would  not  be  the 
worse,  although  there  were  wasted  upon  them  a  few 
dtapa  of  the  gentle  dew  of  the  quill,  and  one  wocd 
of  meek  expostulation-^-one  little  plea  for  those 
good  old  English  practices  which  exotic  vice,  or,  if 
you  Uke  it  better,  exotic  fashion,  invigorated  by 
that  air  of  England  which  should  cherisli  better 
things,  has  banished. 

Nor  would  it  be  amiss  to  survey  the  dens  of 
Mammon^ — ^to  look  into  the  great  gaming-liouse  in 
Capel  Court,  and  to  point  out  the  thousand  trap- 
doors which  cupidity  and  chicanery  hiave  thei*e 
opened  for  the  surplus'  wealth  of  this  country,  since 
Mammon  became  lord  of  the  ascendant,  and  kings 
and  courts,  and  principals  and  people,  found  their 
price  in  the  money-market,  and  were  bought  and 
sold  with  the  same  eaae  and  the  same  indifierence 
as  bales  of  merchandize. 

And  even  when  all  this  had  been  discussed,  there 
would  still  remain  all  the  ordinary  "  lions^  of  the 
Great  Babylon — all  those  things  which  strangers 
come  to  see,  and  many  which  they  come  to  perform. 
Wherever,  indeed,  one  turns  one's  view,— whether 
to  physical  or  to  moral  subjects— whether  to  the 
workmanship  of  man,  or  to  his  working,  the  cata^ 
logue  of  Babylonian  marvels  stretches  on  almost 
to  infinitude,-»when  one  imagines  that  one  h&s 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BABYLON   THE    GREAT. 

studied  and  exhausted  the  subject,  that  «ubject  ap- 
pears as  new,  as  fresh,  and  as  unexhaustible,  as 
ever;  and  while  engaged .  in  such  a  pursuit,  one 
lias  no  need,  Uke  the  Macedonian,  to  sit  down  and 
weep  because  there  is  not  a  wwld  to  conquer :  for 
here  the  perplexity  is,  that  the  world  is  so  Varied 
that  it  cannot  be  known,  and  so  vast  that  it  cannot 
be  conquered.  Truly  it  is  Babylon  ;  ^d  whether 
its  good  or  its  ill  be  the  object  of  contemplation,  it 
is  Babylon  the  Grea^. 
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